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Unlikely heroes — 9 - Shadrach / Meshach / Abednego
Title: Solid men of faith without compromise

Scripture: Daniel 3:8-18

Date preached: May 26t 2024

Scripture: Daniel 3:8-18

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9 They
spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a
decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in
symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; 11 and
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard
to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke,
saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my
gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at the time you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of
music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not
worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is
the god who will deliver you from my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O
king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we
worship the gold image which you have set up.”
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Introduction and review

Today we turn our attention to the fascinating story of three men taken away into exile and captivity
at a young age. But before we look at Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego let's briefly review last
week's unlikely hero.



javascript:openDict('99',%20'%EA%B0%88%EB%8C%80%EC%95%84%20%EC%82%AC%EB%9E%8C')
javascript:openDict('473',%20'%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('1945',%20'%EC%86%90')
javascript:openDict('726',%20'%EB%8A%90%EB%B6%80%EA%B0%93%EB%84%A4%EC%82%B4')
javascript:openDict('2326',%20'%EC%95%84%EB%B2%B3%EB%8A%90%EA%B3%A0')
javascript:openDict('1240',%20'%EB%A9%94%EC%82%AD')
javascript:openDict('1735',%20'%EC%82%AC%EB%93%9C%EB%9D%BD')
javascript:openDict('1945',%20'%EC%86%90')
javascript:openDict('1953',%20'%EC%88%98%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('473',%20'%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('2326',%20'%EC%95%84%EB%B2%B3%EB%8A%90%EA%B3%A0')
javascript:openDict('1240',%20'%EB%A9%94%EC%82%AD')
javascript:openDict('1735',%20'%EC%82%AC%EB%93%9C%EB%9D%BD')
javascript:openDict('2326',%20'%EC%95%84%EB%B2%B3%EB%8A%90%EA%B3%A0')
javascript:openDict('1240',%20'%EB%A9%94%EC%82%AD')
javascript:openDict('1735',%20'%EC%82%AC%EB%93%9C%EB%9D%BD')
javascript:openDict('473',%20'%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('1408',%20'%EB%B0%94%EB%B2%A8%EB%A1%A0')
javascript:openDict('2326',%20'%EC%95%84%EB%B2%B3%EB%8A%90%EA%B3%A0')
javascript:openDict('1240',%20'%EB%A9%94%EC%82%AD')
javascript:openDict('1735',%20'%EC%82%AC%EB%93%9C%EB%9D%BD')
javascript:openDict('473',%20'%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('1953',%20'%EC%88%98%EA%B8%88')
javascript:openDict('726',%20'%EB%8A%90%EB%B6%80%EA%B0%93%EB%84%A4%EC%82%B4')

Unlikely heroes: 9. Shadrach / Meshach / Abednego Page 2

Last time we looked at the heroic story of Uriah the Hittite. As his title reinforces this man was not
a Jew. He came from the land of the Hittites. The Hittite empire covered a large part of what is
today modern Turkey, but also stretched down into parts of what would later become Syria and
Lebanon. The Hittites were a people group who in Deuteronomy (7) are described as one of seven
nations mightier and stronger than the Israelites. A nation they would need to fight and conquer. So
quite how Uriah came to leave his own people and join David's army is yet another intriguing bible
mystery. He not only joined David's army but he went on to excel as a soldier. He is described as
being one of David's “mighty men” (2 Sam 23). This means he had demonstrated through valiant
service to be an exceptional warrior.

He was what today we would describe as being an elite level soldier.

When spring rolled around he was naturally part of the army sent out by David to fight against the
Ammonites. King David of course should have been leading this force. As the monarch that was his
rightful place. Leading the nation from the front. But he had chosen to remain in Jerusalem. One
afternoon whilst walking on his flat roof he spots a beautiful woman bathing. His eyes linger, and
the lust builds up within him. He must have this woman. Unfortunately this was Bathsheba, the wife
of Uriah. Sadly this does not deter David. Following a one night stand Bathsheba become pregnant
with David's child. David now has a major problem on his hands. Such a scandal could destroy his
reputation and legacy.

He recalls Uriah back from the front on the pretence of finding out how the war was going. What he
really wants is for Uriah to go and sleep with his wife. This will cover his shame by making it look
as if the child is his. Uriah however is a man of great integrity. He will not go and enjoy the
comforts of home when his fellow soldiers are suffering in battle. Instead, he sleeps at the entrance
to the palace with the servants. This exasperates David who tries again to persuade him to go to his
wife. This time by plying Uriah with alcohol. Again Uriah's resolve stands firm. Even drunk he will
not abandon his principles. Nothing will shake this man allegiance to the men. David is left with
just one option. He must do away with Uriah.

David sends Uriah back to the front lines with a note to the military commander Joab. The note
informs Joab that he is to send Uriah into the fiercest battle, then withdraw the troops and allow him
to be killed. Joab slightly changes the plans but the end result is the same. Uriah is killed. David's
problem is resolved he can live happily ever after with Bathsheba. Well, not exactly. Read for
yourself what happens after this.

Uriah is remembered as being a strong and dependable man. A man of great integrity. Someone who
would not compromise on their principles and values. For this reason he makes it onto our list of
unlikely heroes.

Today's unlikely heroes are Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. When we think about the book of
Daniel what stories stand out. We might think about the strange dreams or visions that both
Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel have. I'm sure we all remember the tale of Daniel in the lions den. And
who could forget the three men with strange names thrown into the fiery furnace. All of these
stories are Sunday school favourites.

The story that we will consider today is a wonderful and uplifting tale of courage, conviction, faith
and a rock solid reluctance to compromise. There is a great deal that we can learn from these three
young Hebrew men.
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The Book of Daniel

Today's unlikely heroes are found in the book of Daniel. It's one of the most fascinating pieces of
literature that we find in the bible. A wonderful, and at times baffling mix of narrative history,
prophetic Oracle, and apocalyptic material. In two weeks' time, Lord willing we will begin a
sermon series examining verse by verse and chapter by chapter this amazing book.

At that time I will give you a much more thorough introduction. So for now let me just provide you
with a very brief overview.
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What's the book of Daniel about? The narrative begins right after Babylon’s first attack on
Jerusalem (2 Kgs 24). This occurred in the year 605 BC. The Babylonian forces were led by the
newly installed king Nebuchadnezzar II. As with many new kings he wished to demonstrate his
power and might by expanding his empire.

The Babylonian forces were very successful. They conquered Judah, and ultimately the city of
Jerusalem fell. The temple was plundered and many of the priceless temple treasures were stolen
and transported back as prizes to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar however was not satistied with this. He
also wanted to take back some human plunder. He desired that the elite of Israel's society also be
taken back to Babylon, a journey of close to 900 miles (1,448 km). Only the poor or those deemed
deficient in some way were permitted to stay. This period of time would come to be known as the
Babylonian captivity.

The exile would occur in three main waves of deportation (605, 597, and 586 BC). In the first wave
of people taken into exile and captivity we have Daniel and our three unlikely heroes known best by
their Babylonian names Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. To have been included in this first
group of exiles means that these men were deemed to be exceptional. King Nebuchadnezzar had
ordered that members of the royal family and other nobles were to be taken first. He then adds in
regard to his preferences for those selected,

Young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom
they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans. (Dan 1:4)

We can conclude from this that these four young Jewish men perhaps aged somewhere between 13
and 20 were fine examples of the youth of Israel. The book of Daniel tells us the story of Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. It outlines their struggles to maintain hope and remain faithful
to Yahweh in the pagan land of their conquerors.
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How is the book designed?

The book's design seems at first glance to be quite simple and straightforward. We can see it as
being divided into two main parts. In part 1, which comprises chapters 1-6 we get a historic,
narrative account of Daniel and his friends. The second part comprising chapters 7 to 12 contain
Daniel's prophetic visions for the future.

This two part structure is made even more interesting by another unique design feature. The book is
actually written in two languages. Chapter 1 was written in Hebrew but chapters 2-7 are written in
Aramaic. Then chapters 8§ to 12 revert to Hebrew.

With that brief background in place let us turn now and look at chapter number 3.

Chapter 3 begins by telling us about King Nebuchadnezzar II (630 — 561 BC). As we noted before
he became king upon the death of his father Nabopolassar in 605 BC. Nebuchadnezzar was 25 years
old. He would go on to reign for an impressive 44 years. This made him the longest reigning, and
most influential monarch of the neo-Babylonian period.

During his time as ruler he consolidated and then expanded the empire, and is perhaps best known
for commissioning the hanging gardens of Babylon. It would later become one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world.

Here in verse 1 of Daniel 3 we are told that Nebuchadnezzar made an image out of gold. The image
stood at 60 cubits high and 6 cubits wide. A cubit remember is a measurement from the elbow to the
tip of the longest finger. A distance of approximately 18 inches (45 cm). This would make this
image around 30 metres high and 3 metres wide. In case your wondering how tall that is, its
equivalent to 10 fully grown elephants stacked up one on top of the other! Some have scoffed at
these dimensions, claiming that ancient people could not have built such a thing. We should remind
such people that the Colossus at Rhodes (another ancient wonder) stood at a height of 70 cubits!

There is considerable debate regarding the appearance of this image. What exactly did it look like?
There are three likely possibilities.
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There is considerable debate regarding the appearance of this image. What exactly did it look like?
There are three likely possibilities.

1 It was an obelisk

The long slender proportions align with such a structure. We know from ancient history that
obelisks were a common feature in pagan worship. We have numerous examples still surviving
from ancient Egypt. They are still highly visible today. Paris, Washington, London and Rome all
have prominent obelisks. The obelisk is essentially a large phallus representation. Sorry to be so
crude, but it's designed to represent an erect penis. Idol worship in many places in the ancient world
had a strong connection with fertility and sex. We see a reference to such things given by the
prophet Ezekiel.

17 You have also taken your beautiful jewelry from My gold and My silver, which I had given
you, and made for yourself male images and played the harlot with them. (Ezekiel 16:17)
So its possible that this golden image was an obelisk.

2 It was an animal or hybrid of some kind

The idol may have represented an animal, or a combination of a human and animal (a hybrid). We
see lots of such images and statues from ancient Egypt. My personal favourite hybrid is Sobek. He
was the god of power and fertility. He is represented as having a man's body with a crocodile's head.
Archaeologists have discovered Babylonian images of this type. So this image may have been an
animal or a hybrid of some kind.

3 It was a human figure
Was the image created to resemble a human figure? Let us be honest and say that the proportions

are a little strange. The normal physical proportions of the human body is five to one, but
Nebuchadnezzar's image height and width would be closer to ten to one. So if it were a human
figure it would have had to have been a very long and slender person or, else have had distorted
proportions. If it was a human figure who might it have been designed to represent?

Was it a representation of one of Babylon's numerous gods? Marduk would be a strong candidate.
He was the national god of the Babylonians. Or maybe it was the god Bel another Babylonian
favourite.

Or perhaps knowing as we do the great vanity of Nebuchadnezzar was the golden image designed to
resemble himself.

We should not overlook the dream that he had back in Daniel chapter 2. The king had dreamed of a
large statue of a man. Daniel is granted by God the gift of interpreting this dream. He explains how
each part of the statue, made of a different material represented a succeeding kingdom or empire.
The golden head represented Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire. Has this thought literally
gone to Nebuchadnezzar's head. Has he become so proud that he has made this golden image to
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represent his own glorious empire? It's certainly a strong possibility.
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A brief mention in passing of the image's golden appearance. It's highly unlikely that a statue of
these dimensions would have been made of solid gold. It would have taken a huge amount of gold
to make a solid statue of this size. It was therefore probably a wooden frame covered with a thin
coating of gold. We have other biblical examples of such a practice. The “golden altar” (Ex 39:38)
was actually wood overlaid with gold (Ex 37:25-26). And 1idols overlaid with gold are mentioned in
Isaiah (40:19, 41:7).

Why did he erect such an image? For what purpose was it intended? The bible does not tell us. This
gives us room to speculate. Here's one idea. One of the major issue experienced by all rapidly
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expanding empires was one of unity and cohesion. The issue is as follows. When you rapidly
conquer diverse people groups how can you most effectively bring them together and create a
unified whole. One way is to rally them around a central concept or ideology. The Roman Caesar's
did exactly the same thing. They ruled over a vast empire that encompassed a wide range of
different people groups. How did they foster unity? They did it by making the people come and
publicly worship Caesar as if he were a god. You were permitted to follow any other religion or
belief system you liked, provided you bowed the knee to the emperor.

We see this to some degree in contemporary America. People of all different ethnic, cultural and
religious backgrounds come together to pledge their allegiance to the flag and all it represents. So
was Nebuchadnezzar trying to bring a fragmented group of people together around this golden
image? Was he in effect saying, let us come together and unify around my image and the power and
authority I exert.

Whatever his reason it should act as a cautionary warning to all of us. We must be wary of creating
and venerating idols in our lives. I know that none of you has a large golden statue in your home
that you bow down to. But the truth is that anything that takes God's rightful place at the centre of
our thoughts and affections can become an idol. Dr. Andrew Blackwood, professor emeritus of
Princeton was once asked about what Americans have as their idols. This is what he said,

“America has these following gods, Self, money, pleasure, sex, romance, amusements, sports and
education.”

America is not so different from Korea, the UK, Canada or anywhere else. So it is wise for us
periodically to take a moment and consider whether we have allowed anything to assume God's
rightful place. Have we allowed anything to nudge our creator to one side. Let me remind you of the
first commandment.

You shall have no other gods before Me. (Exodus 20:3)
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Anyway back to Nebuchadnezzar. The image he created was erected “in the plain of Dura.” Dura
actually means “a walled-in place,” and there were several sites with that name in ancient Babylon.
This means that the exact location of this place is unknown today. Over the years archaeologists
have proposed a variety of possible sites.

One very likely spot was discovered on a mound about 6 miles from the city of Babylon. A large
square brick base was discovered which would have made a suitable foundation for this large
image. Picture the scene and the effect it was designed to have. This very large golden image
standing on this brick foundation in the middle of this flat open plain. It would have been visible for
many miles in every direction. It would have dominated the environment and captured people's
attention. Exactly what Nebuchadnezzar wanted.

With his image complete Nebuchadnezzar sent official messengers to all the provinces of his
empire. Eight different officers of the state are especially named, and they would represent the
people just as politicians do today. They were to come and gather together in the plain of Dura for
the dedication of this monstrous image. Upon a musical cue they are to bow down and worship this
image. [ want you to notice the use of the word “worship.” It appears eleven times in this chapter.
You see this was more than just a political assembly. It was far more than just a gathering of the
nations “movers and shakers.” It was purposefully designed as a religious service, complete with
emotion stirring music.

King Nebuchadnezzar intends to use this as a test of allegiance or loyalty. Bow down to this image
and I will know that you are with me. Refuse to bow down, and I will know that you are against me.
The fate for those who do not bow down will be a quick, hot trip to the fiery furnace.

All goes exactly to plan. At the sound of the musical fanfare all the people, nations, and
languages fell down and worshipped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
Or did they? Time to meet our three unlikely heroes.
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8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9 They spoke
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree
that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony
with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; 11 and whoever does not
fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

We have a word in English for people who did what the Chaldean's did here. We call them a
“snitch” or a “grass.” These are words that describe people who secretly tell someone in authority
that someone else has done something bad. We all have a particular dislike for such people.

We have here in this group of Chaldeans the biblical example of some snitches. The term
"Chaldean" refers both to a culture, a people group and to a profession. The Chaldean people were
so closely associated with divination and astrology that anyone engaged in these occult practices
were generically referred to as "Chaldeans." We should also note that these men were not regular
citizens. These men were nobles, members of the royal court. They were unhappy that foreigners
(Jews) had been promoted over them. Let me briefly remind you of how this came about.

In chapter 2 King Nebuchadnezzar nearly executed all his advisors over a disturbing dream (Daniel
2:8-12). Daniel, was given a vision from God which allowed him to interpret the dream and solve
the mystery (Daniel 2:17-19). In response, and as a sign of his gratitude the king elevated the four
Jewish men (Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego) to positions of power (Daniel 2:48-49).
This most likely had the effect of making others in the royal court jealous. So these Chaldeans are
not bringing these charges to the king because they are offended by these “law-breakers” and their
shameful breaking of the king's decree. No, they are hoping to personally profit by having these
three Jewish men removed from their positions of power.

They approach the king in a suitably grovelling way and explain that the “Jews” are not falling
down and worshipping the golden image. They remind him of the promised fate of all who failed to
show their allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar.

This incident shows us that the evil of anti-Semitism has a long and sordid history. Throughout
history the Jewish people have been the continual target of Satan and his followers. They are hated
because God loves them and made them His chosen people. People are often puzzled about why
there is such animosity towards Jews. Why does this small group attract such ire? Anti-Semitism is
often wrapped in many layers and justified in various ways. You have probably heard these
arguments made, The Jews have too much power, the Jews killed Jesus, the Jews secretly run the
world, the Jews think they are better than everyone else.

But the real answer to all the hatred is actually very simple. The world hates God and everything
that He loves. That means that the world hates Jews.

Today we are again seeing a rise in hatred towards the Jewish people. Anti-Semitism it seems in
many places today is the default position. When I visited the UK in February I was deeply shocked
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to see large pro-Palestine protests on the streets of Birmingham. The large vocal crowd held signs
and chanted “from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.” These things were being shouted
openly and without challenge in a country that professes to have been shaped by Judaeo-Christian
values. Let me translate what that chant is actually calling for. From the Jordan river west to the
Mediterranean Sea that piece of land is to be free, of Jews. What you may ask is to happen to the all
of the Jews in such a scenario? The entire nation of Israel. They are to be driven, preferably
eliminated from their homeland. Eliminated from the land don't forget that God gave them. Such a
thing will never occur of course. God has not finished with Israel.

Let us read on and see what else these Chaldeans have to say.
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12 There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you.
They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up.”

Here the three offending Jews in question are named and charged with an offence. They stand
accused of not conforming to what was expected of loyal government officials; namely that they
bow down to, or worship the golden idol and all it represented. As we noted before we are not sure
what form this “statue” took. So it may have been that they were seen as being disloyal in not
bowing to the king. Or that they were impious in not bowing down to a Babylonian deity. It
certainly appears that this golden idol was intended to bring together both religion and state in some
way.

The three Jewish young men are referred to here by their Babylonian names. Back in chapter 1
when we first meet them they are referred to by their Hebrew names (Dan 1:7). Shadrach is really
Hananiah, Meshach is Mishael and Abednego is Azariah. Upon arrival in Babylon they are given
new names. Why did this take place? Well, all three of these Hebrew names had meanings
connected to faith in God.

Their names were changed as a way of encouraging them to forget the God and traditions of their
homeland and become conformed to the ways and gods of Babylon. It was an approach that today
we refer to as forced assimilation. Nebuchadnezzar wanted Daniel and his friends to “conform to
the pattern of this world.” Later we will discover just how effective this forced assimilation had
been. Let's read on and discover how Nebuchadnezzar reacts to news of this failure to show him
due allegiance.
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13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying

to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the gold image which I have set up?

Nebuchadnezzar's reaction is perhaps not surprising. Ancient rulers were not used to having their
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commands disobeyed. They were almost always tyrants. Nebuchadnezzar in fact had a reputation
for being a ruler who flew into periodic rages (Dan. 2:12; 3:19). The accusation against Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego was that they paid no attention to the person of Nebuchadnezzar. This no
doubt jarred his immense pride. How dare these men who he had elevated and promoted to
positions of power openly disrespect him in this way.

And yet he calls them to him and gives them a chance to explain what is going on. This is a serious
charge, and presumably out of the ordinary for these usually well-behaved and obedient young men.
We might even read in his tone here a sense of disbelief. Can it really be true that knowing what
will happen to you if you don't bow down you still refuse to do so?

It must have been a terrifying experience for these three young Jewish men. To stand before a
raging king. How tempting it must have been to have backed down and gone along with what was
asked of them. Just bow down even though your hearts not really in it. All they want is to “see” you
comply, what's the harm in appeasing them. How often we might have had these or similar
thoughts.

My conscience tells me its wrong, but surely there's no harm in just keeping quiet and pretending.
But brothers and sister there is great harm in submitting. To yield, or to comply is to seriously harm
our Christian witness. How can we present an uncompromising gospel message when we have
shown ourselves to be compromisers and lacking in courage? Surely we cannot, how can people
take us seriously. True faith doesn’t look for loopholes, it simply obeys God and knows that He will
do what is best. We will see this in the answer that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego give the king.
Let us continue.
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15 Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which

I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of
a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”
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King Nebuchadnezzar repeats here the decree that all must bow before the golden image or else
face death. He is giving them a second, final chance to comply. Nebuchadnezzar could not tolerate
losing face on such an important occasion.

To really understand Nebuchadnezzar we need to appreciate the way he saw himself.
Nebuchadnezzar saw himself as being more authoritative and more powerful than any god. In his
mind he was a god. He believed therefore that his word and authority were final. If he passed a
sentence of death upon someone then no deity could save the condemned person.

How will our three unlikely heroes answer the king? Let's find out.
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16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O
king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we
worship the gold image which you have set up.”

As we read verse 16 we might be reminded of that wonderful verse from first Peter.

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. (1 Peter 3:15)

The answer of these three accused Jewish men stands out in scripture as one of the most impressive
statements of faith. If only we had such faith. These three young weren’t concerned about
themselves. They knew they faced the very strong possibility of a horrendous death but this did not
deter them. Neither were they afraid of the fury of the king. Their only concern was obeying the
Lord and giving a faithful witness to all who were watching and listening.

But note carefully how they spoke to the king. Their attitude and demeanour was respectful and
polite. Their words were few and carefully chosen. Again they provide us with a model for how to
respond to those who challenge or criticise our faith. We might feel angry or frustrated that people
do not seem to understand the point that we are making. However we should always try to be loving
and gentle in the way we speak. We want people to be challenged and confronted by the truth of our
words and not by our aggressive manner.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had no need to defend themselves. No explanation of their
conduct was required. They had proven themselves through their past conduct to be loyal servants
of the king. He had no right to challenge their allegiance. Furthermore he knew they were Jews,
they were monotheists and their faith prohibited them from bowing down to any god but Yahweh.

They then go on to say that the God they serve is able to deliver them from the fiery furnace. Note
carefully that they do not presume that is what God will do. They do not know what God's will in
this matter might be, so they quite rightly cannot say for certain that He will save them. That's a
useful reminder to us all. We serve an awesome God. He is not bound or limited in what He can do.
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We affirm that He knows what's best in every circumstance. This means He might not answer our
prayerful request in the way we desire or think best.

As I write these words I think of the many Christians in the past who did not escape a fiery death.

The Roman emperor Nero burned Christians at the stake in his garden. John Huss, an early church
reformer was burned at the stake in 1415. And as an Englishman I feel acute sadness about Hugh
Latimer, Nicholas Ridley and Thomas Cranmer. These three protestant reformers were burnt at the
stake in Oxford in the year 1554. As the flames closed in upon them High Latimer's famous last
words were as follows,

‘Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man. We shall this day light such a candle, by
God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.

God, in His wisdom chose not to save these people from the flames. But we are reassured that He
saved them in a far more significant way. He took them from the flames directly into His eternal
presence. This is in essence what Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are saying when they tell the
king that whatever happened they will be delivered from his hand. Either God saves them from the
flames, or else they perish and go to be with Him. In either case they will be delivered from king
Nebuchadnezzar.

They conclude their answer to the king by saying something which must have taken great courage
and faith to say. They tell the king that they will never worship the Babylonian gods or bow down to
his golden image. Nothing he could do to them would ever break their commitment to Yahweh.

This is where we end our story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Three courageous Jewish men
Standing unwaveringly before a furious king Nebuchadnezzar. Unwilling to back down or submit to
his demands. Ready and willing to die if that was God's will. I am sure you are aware of how the
story concludes. Let me summarise it briefly.

They were thrown into the fiery furnace where they were burnt to a crisp!

No of course this is not what happened. God delivered these three courageous men from the flames
and rewarded them for their faith. We, along with all the Christian generations that came before us
rightly hold them up as heroes. We recognise them as true heroes because they refused to
compromise. They model for us the kind of commitment we are to strive towards. Their faith
remained solid even when tested to the extreme. Even when faced with death they would not stop
trusting in God.

Let us bring this study to a close by considering what we can learn from the example of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego.

16 013} M} O="17 | 2ojp] CHESI0] O|2k] =2 faiojo] 22 0] 240j| CiSIo] Zoipil CHERL Ee
71810} 17 0[] L2PHP = S 0| AXHH LIS Wa nO F7E 7I2EPIM S5 B
&e| 20N 2 EoKE

16 2= HOTN 2= HIEZENMO| =22 723 HEE & UELHEE

L5 00| RS 2 000 HESH| Sl LS| 20| L= 2201 #5H O|RE 2= Xeiil= CiEl 2is 8
0 FHplE] 2821 F2I80= 5k (HIEEX 3:15)

O] M| o| RLHR! YHS2| THER2 Fa80IM 71 QiSR! LY The S SIIRILIEL 2201PI= 221 BIZ0] %1


javascript:openDict('1945',%20'%EC%86%90')
javascript:openDict('726',%20'%EB%8A%90%EB%B6%80%EA%B0%93%EB%84%A4%EC%82%B4')
javascript:openDict('2326',%20'%EC%95%84%EB%B2%B3%EB%8A%90%EA%B3%A0')
javascript:openDict('1240',%20'%EB%A9%94%EC%82%AD')
javascript:openDict('1735',%20'%EC%82%AC%EB%93%9C%EB%9D%BD')

Unlikely heroes: 9. Shadrach / Meshach / Abednego Page 16

CIZh O] M| Z20t= ARrE2| 220 CiishME 2hl0| SREELIEE 52 %ot 555 J 28 SRR 2t iy
SH| LI OS2 3| Tl S0t R0 | RRELIEE JS52| 7ot 2hy2 S| 50K AP=
U= 2= AR Lo S200] £fi= ZO0IREELEL

TI=0| 20| OfEH| TRU=K| =50l EAR. I=0| Bt S22 HEok S2EL L J=2 U2 Ho| SiX|
= OKEH 1 L= MSSHH| MEIRESLICE CA| ok 52 20| B30 =S| HESk= AZES0IH| OfE
Al CHESI0F SE=A 0| Chet E27 IE Misei It n O 10 O O O O MO O Mo OO 1 1
4 2 UBLIEE 02 221 WL AR 2DRIOE ABIES Leadslor BiLIEL 22 |= 2210 SZ&RI ER
LOtOI Bt S2PHTHok= RI2|o| 22 SOl ARS0| =2 BioleP | RiiLEL

0 TN OCCC T OO O OO COETLT . 50| 9f 20 $Sol=X| A1t Tavt oo
LI 52 D] 50| $A2 S5 2lo] SRR ABISAS QAL 2 IS0| SIS ofhlsi]
= QR [ C20| = 50| KEHRI0 T O SIS Aol Ofet opfi= OfH AL Tt 4 g
CH= Al 2 QIR It

MAAAEH

R LR OS2 AP IR0 iV = BlIHE0| IS5 EF=0iM 50| TRk o= QL ZeltIH SR 150| of
0 OO0 5| S 7210 TPESIK| B B0l =0kt 2. =2 Ol i Si-tee| 558 27| IR0 Si-f
M AP IEE Tl ekl 2RIV 2t = SiELE Ol F2| 257t 7 (SRt HRLIEE 22k= 202
= OlteE dEiFE el SR OFF 2 Aiplo] BigtFt 20| 2= &0 F0| ZeK| g A
FEl= 2Rl Of= 2P |=2 Soll TiavH| et [ SN 22Dt oL Ea= 22D EROR L
0 OO0 OO0 00 O OO OO,

0| M= FHsfRiN K= SRS E5t 2P0 IS TRE0ISS AZisi I}

E20h2| HI2= AR o| Ho0| U= 2ftpl| I2EQIES SEREUIE 27| wole| 7HeP 91 & S John
Huss & 1415 0] 2fdSRUSH 120 S=0102=M M= & ElE[HHugh Latimer, LERK 252
Nicholas Ridley, EOF 3ZHH Thomas Cranmer O Chioll =Mt S22 SZLIEE O] Al &o| 7k i 7Hedk}
=2 1554 H SAHEO0M SI80f| MolpshsLICE 220| 152 B [ & 2lEMHugh Latimer 72780t
OREF 22 O 250t

"Bl BiE2] MY e n OO0 $EoHIe 25 -PRk= Sl-fEC) S8il= =0l Z2 AR &=

== 52 2Lt

P

SIPHME =2l K= Ol5S 220 7=olK| &7 |2 Z8ohiat it 8 f2l= 320 2 EH 3R
oroz ISS TRiokiigs Skl 72 55 =20 =e| St & Qo= Y LtV s
LIEE o7 IM o0, TiAL OfI=0F 50| 72 20| 2OILIEX| 52 20| 20N T1oitts 20k 2t
[ 2Pfok= B FBEIZ OPILIEL S J=2 =20 o EX] ORI FSIK| R =0] St
= TIS2 Sl-HEnt eH| Q| = ZRILIEL F BF S Off 390IE I52 SR Zo=TE TRz 2
Cf

N

=22 87/[°H 2i50| 27kle 25 Fo=M TS OFFE LR J=52 23 HifEEe| M=5S VK= 19
2RO EOIRIE RS A0 20| ZOIREELIEL 20| 250l 7= XE of= Ofeef| tich 52| ehiis

=
S = BRELEE

M 32| AEE] TR Oi="110| 0P |5 ELIRELIFE Eheot =SR2l 2 2I0f S5 B0 A E Al
Edeh A Hds 352 20| 2710 S2UPHLH =0 BREEHIEE 20| SifER| SORKH 7PHO|

&



Unlikely heroes: 9. Shadrach / Meshach / Abednego Page 17
=S THPHEO] UBLICE O] 0P PHOfEA oo O K| Of2f22 OFad Z4LICE B Q28H =2ELICE

=2 =720l BN B ERELICH

== 12X RELIEE SiiEfHi= 0| 8t Ml ARiE 2201 ol 2 32| IS0 Tl &5 FaEH
Cp 22| OFHe| 2= TR MR DRV K2 22| J5S SSC= FE0ks 20| it I=0| Efls
TR0 | 20| I=2 Theet SSYULE =2 F2PFarolbr 2 ehle| 2V [RILIEE =elo| AREE 732 M
Ofl= 32| RIS2 =7RiEH =30l 2T6hM= 252 S0 Chiot L 2IE BeK| REEHIEE 0010, Ty
Ol="10| GPfA HifE =~ U= wles AAoi=TA Of 2uS O oRiaLHE

Lessons to learn
I have two points to make from today's study.
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1 Have complete trust in God

As they stood before the rage fuelled Nebuchadnezzar what must have been going through
Shadrach, Meshach and Adednego minds? It's hard to believe that they did not have some
trepidation or fear. They knew that the awesome and mighty God they served could, if He wished
deliver them from this situation. But they did not know if He would. Despite this their trust
remained unshakeable.

Romans 5 tells us that God may allow trials and difficulties in our lives to build our character,
strengthen our faith, or for other reasons unknown to us. This means that our trials and tribulations
may puzzle us. We often do not understand what purpose they serve. Despite this we must trust that
God can only ever do what is best and most appropriate in any given situation. All that is required
of us is that we put our complete trust in Him.

19 = 2Xi5| A

RO HAR] BB M2 | AJ=2} T} Oli-"n= 52 M2 LS i) T1=0| Ti5] 524=20] Qi 2Pt
SELEE 352 350| V= 2018 Mot SN RISHICIH O] A=Zofi| =52 1ok o= k=
22 LELIEE 2 IS2 20| 22| SKedk = 2L J20|e 2750k I2°| LR l= =2 K| &
OIﬁL||:|-

AAEH 3

20pM 5 T2 SILIHIM R2I0| GZ2 7194, B5S TPV 2kl 5= 7P R Sol= HE OlRZE 2
2| &40l AL} OIS SEBIICED TRiIC R2k= 22Dt = AR DS OtoK| 2t = RUSLHEL
=TS 22 S5 Otoi| Tt D20l S0k P2f= Sl FORE S0 244 T2
I 7Py Ao @S oK ICR= 2iE RO elLIFL R2l= 228 THCO=Z L=l [2H o ELEt

2 Never compromise on the things that matter
What does it mean to compromise? To compromise is to make concessions or accommodations for

someone who does not agree with a certain set of standards or rules. Compromise is not always a
bad thing. For example a good and successful marriage requires compromise. If a husband or wife
refuses ever to concede on a point or issue it will only lead to intense frustration and bitterness. So
some compromise is good. But when it comes to the principles of our Christian faith compromise in
never good. Here's why.

The reason that compromise is so dangerous is because of the subtle way it approaches us. You see
compromise, by definition, doesn’t ask us to give ourselves wholly to worldly ways or ideals.
Rather compromise encourages us to accommodate or partly accept them.
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Think for a moment about what faced Shadrach, Meshach and Adednego. They were challenged
over their refusal to bow before a pagan idol? What would compromise have them do? Compromise
would have told them to bow down. What's the real harm in it. I'm sure they could have justified
such a compromise in many ways. It's just an act, we don't really mean it. Our heart is really with
Yahweh. We can do better work if we carry on in our government roles. Just think of the influence
we might have. If we give up our lives here all those opportunities will be lost. But the truth is that
if they had made such a compromise it would have been a disaster. King Nebuchadnezzar and the
whole nation of Babylon would have been denied the opportunity to witness God's amazing act of
deliverance. So when it comes to the principles of our Christian faith we must never compromise.

There are many possible ways we might fall into compromise. All of us face challenges in different
areas. But when the temptation arises let us pause and take stock. As such times let us remember
that we are called to live out our biblical beliefs. We are not only to talk the talk, we are also to walk
the walk. It is pointless to know and speak up for truth if we do not also act on that truth in the way
we live.

The truth is that Shadrach, Meshach and Adednego knew that they could never bring the
Babylonian world to God by becoming like the Babylonian world. If they had compromised they
would have been no better than all those other Babylonian officials. The same applies to us. We will
never be able to bring the world to Christ by becoming like it. May we, as faithful and devoted
followers of Christ never compromise on the things that matter.
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