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The seven churches of Revelation
Title: “5. The corrupt church”
Scripture: Revelation 2:18-29
Date preached: November 23rd 2025                                                          

Scripture: Revelation 2:18-29

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 
brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, 
the last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you 
allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to
commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent
of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and
those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 
23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who 
searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.

24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But 
hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the
end, to him I will give power over the nations—

27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron;
They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—

as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.

29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

18 두아디라 교회의 자에게사  편지하라 

그 눈이 불꽃 같고 그 발이 빛난 주석과 같은 하나님의 아들이 이르시되  19 가내  네 업과사  랑과사  믿음과 섬김과 

인내를 아노니 네 중나  행위가 처음 것보다 많도다  20 그러나 네게 책망할 일이 있노라 자칭 선지자라 하는 여자 

이세벨을 네가 용납함이니 그가 내 종들을 가르쳐 꾀어 행음하게 하고 우상의 제물을 먹게 하는도다  21 또 가내  그
에게 회개할 기회를 주었으되 자기의 음행을 회개하고자 하지 아니하는도다  22 볼지어다 가내  그를 침상에 던질 

터이요 또 그와 더불어 간음하는 자들도 만일 그의 행위를 회개하지 아니하면 큰 환난 가운데에 던지고  23 또 가내

망으로사  그의 자녀를 죽이리니 모든 교회가 는나  람의사  뜻과 마음을 살피는 자인 줄 알지라 가내  너희 각 람의사  

행위대로 갚아 주리라

24 두아디라에 아남  있어 이 교훈을 받지 아니하고 소위 탄의사  깊은 것을 알지 못하는 너희에게 말하노니 다른 짐
으로 너희에게 지울 것은 없노라  25 다만 너희에게 있는 것을 가내  올 때까지 굳게 잡으라  26 이기는 자와 까끝

지 내 일을 지키는 그에게 만국을 다스리는 권세를 주리니 

27 ‘그가 철장을 가지고 그들을 다스려 질그릇 깨뜨리는 것과 같이 하리라’ 도나  내 아버지께 받은 것이 그러하니라
28 가내  또 그에게 벽새  별을 주리라 

29 귀 있는 자는 성령이 교회들에게 하시는 말씀을 들을지어다

Introduction
We are making good progress through our study of the letters sent to the seven churches of 
Revelation. Over the past few weeks we've examined the letters sent to Ephesus, Smyrna and 
Pergamos. Today we turn to look at the letter sent to the church in Thyatira. But before we do that 
let's spend a moment reviewing the key details from last week. As I hope you recall we looked at 
the letter sent to the city of Pergamos.
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The city of Pergamos lay about 15 miles inland from the city of Smyrna in the Caicus valley. It was 
an imposing and impressive city for a number of reasons. It had been a capital city for 200 years, 
and though it no longer held this title it still carried the air of grandeur and importance that capitals 
possess. It was a university town and had a well deserved reputation for being a place of art, culture,
education and science.

The city itself was split into two parts. The most important buildings including the theatre, many of 
the temples and the homes of the rich and powerful stood on top of a 300 metre high conical hill. 
Below this on the surrounding plains lay the rest of the city.

The cities greatest claim to fame and notoriety lay with its library. Housing more than 200,000 
handwritten volumes only Alexandria possessed a larger library. The cities “invention” of vellum 
(parchment) as a more reliable and sturdy replacement to papyrus paper brought it great fame and 
fortune.

There was then much to commend this city. However it was not an easy place in which to follow 
Christ. There were two main reasons for this. Firstly, as we we noted last time the city was deeply 
immersed in wicked pagan practices. Just like with Smyrna they enthusiastically supported emperor
worship. The people of Pergamos had no issue with boldly professing that “Caesar was lord.” 
Anyone who failed to perform this public proclamation was treated with deep suspicion. Christians 
obviously could not do so and therefore faced persecution.

The second reason that it was hard for Christians was that Pergamos was an important pagan 
religious centre. It was home to a number of important temples or shrines to the Greek or Roman 
gods. Among these was the temple to the god of healing; Asklepios, and an impressive altar to Zeus.
Worship of these “demons” often involved sensual debauchery that Christians for obvious reasons 
felt compelled to resist. Again this failure to participate led to them being considered strange or 
even dangerous. Let us remind ourselves briefly of what the letter to Pergamos said.

It begins with Jesus reminding His hearers that He possesses a two-edged sword. This is not gentle 
Jesus meek and mild. This is king and judge Jesus. This sword is symbolic of judgement and 
justice. It's a warning to the church that unless they confront their sins and repent they will face His 
divine judgement.

Jesus then turned to commend them for their works. Despite the difficulties associated with 
ministering in Pergamos they have remained faithful and committed to Christ's name.
This means they have properly and accurately presented to the world who He is, and what He has 
done. Some of them including a man named Antipas was martyred for his unwavering faith.

However things were not all good. Some in the church it seems had allowed themselves to 
compromise with the world. In order to fit in, or make life easier they had made accommodations 
with their pagan neighbours. There are many reasons why they might have done so.
Let us for example take the situation facing Christian businessmen or merchants in Pergamos. A 
great deal of business in the ancient world was conducted in the pagan temples. Most temples had 
rooms set aside for people to gather and eat the meat previously sacrificed to the resident god or 
gods. The meetings typically began with an offering to the gods and ended with an orgy. Christian 
men knew they shouldn't go, but to not attend would lead to them being ostracised and effectively 
unable to do business. So they compromised and devised ways that they could attend such events.
There were other forms of compromise taking place. Some in the church were marrying 
unbelievers, others were engaging in acts of fornication.  

The Lord Jesus identifies two distinct groups that had fallen into this sinful state. The first group we
might term the Balaamites. Jesus likens what has happened to this group to the situation with the 
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Old Testament prophet Balaam and the Israelites. As you will recall Balaam, the prophet for hire 
had unsuccessfully tried to curse God's people. However not one to give up on a lucrative pay-day 
he advised King Balak to undermine the faith of the Israelites in another way. Balaam encouraged 
Balak to tempt the men of Israel with beautiful pagan women and encourage them to intermarry and
engage in idolatrous worship practices. It was a very successful ploy. What man can resist a sultry 
Moabite woman. God's people instead of standing apart or distinct as they were commanded to do 
compromised and fell into sin.

The second group Jesus identifies were the Nicolaitans. As I said last time we are not absolutely 
sure what this group taught. It was quite possibly a form of antinomianism. Basically the idea that 
now you were saved and covered by God's grace you were free to do (sin) as you wish.

Whatever the actual issues were with either group the Lord Jesus was adamant that they must stop. 
If they failed to act quickly and repent He would come with the sword of His mouth and make it 
stop.  

The letter however ends on a positive note. Those that resist the urge to compromise with the world 
can expect a wonderful reward. It might seem hard to give up the world and all the temporary 
treasures it has to offer. But if you do reject the world, and give yourself without reservation to the 
Lord you will be rewarded with a relationship with Christ, and the assurance of eternity in His 
presence. Really then it's no contest at all. Choose Christ.

Today we will look at the letter sent to the church in Thyatira.

         요한계시록의일곱교회에보낸편지들에대한공부가순조롭게진행되고있습니다.     지난몇주동안에베소, 서머나, 
   버가모에보낸편지들을살펴보았고,      오늘은두아디라교회에보낸편지를보겠습니다.      그전에지난주에다룬주요

용을 잠시 살펴볼텐데내    버가모에보낸편지였습니다. 

    버가모는서머나에서내륙으로약24km     떨어진가이쿠스계곡에위치해있었습니다.    여러가지이유로위풍당당하
  고인상적인도시였습니다. 200   년동안수도였으며, 1세기에        더이상수도는아니었지만여전히수도다운웅장함과

  중요성을간직하고있었습니다.    대학도시였던버가모는예술, 문화, 교육,     과학의중심지라는명성을누리고있었습니
다. 

   버가모는두지역으로나뉘었습니다. 극장,  수많은사원,        그리고부유층과권력층의저택을포함한중요한건물들은3
00        미터높이의원뿔형언덕위에우뚝솟아있었습니다.         그아래주변평야에는도시의나머지지역이펼쳐져있었습
니다. 

     이도시의가장유명한것은도서관이었습니다. 20         만권이넘는필사본을소장하고있었는데오직알렉산드리아에
    있는도서관만이그보다더컸습니다.         파피루스종이를대체할더욱견고하고오래지속되는양피지를"발명"  한도시

    는엄청난명성과부를축적했습니다. 

      당시이도시는자랑할만한점이많았습니다.           하지만그리스도를따르기는힘든곳이었는데 두가지주요이유가있
었습니다. 첫째,        이도시는사악한이교관습에깊이빠져있었습니다.     서머나처럼황제숭배를열렬히지지했습니다. 

  버가모사람들은"  카이사르가주다"     라고아무런거리낌없이선언했습니다.       이공식적인선언을행하지않는사람은
  누구든의심을받았습니다.      그리스도인들은당연히그렇게할수없었고,   따라서박해에직면했습니다. 

           그리스도인들이어려움을겪었던두번째이유는버가모가중요한이교종교중심지였기때문입니다.  그곳에는그리
       스로마신들을위한여러중요한신전들이있었습니다.        그중에는치유의신아스클레피오스를위한신전과인상적인

  제우스제단이있었습니다.  이러한"악마"     숭배는종종성적인방탕을수반했는데,    그리스도인들은당연한이유로거
 기에저항했습니다.          이러한행위에참여하지않는그리스도인들을이상하거나심지어위험한존재로여겼습니다. 버가
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      모에게보낸편지의내용을간략하게되돌아보겠습니다. 

          이편지는예수님께서자신이양날이선검을가지고있음을언급하면서시작됩니다.    여기서예수님은온유하고온화
  한분이아닙니다.   왕이시며심판자예수님입니다.     이검은심판과정의를상징합니다.     이는교회가죄를직시하고회

        개하지않으면그분의신성한심판을받게될것이라는경고입니다. 

    그러고예수님께서는그들의행위를칭찬하셨습니다.      버가모에서사역하는데따르는어려움에도불구하고,  그들은그
   리스도의이름에충실하고헌신했습니다.         그들이세상에그분이누구시며무엇을행하셨는지올바르고정확하게보여

 줬다는뜻입니다.         안디바를포함한몇몇사람들은흔들리지않는믿음때문에순교했습니다. 

    하지만모든것이순탄하지만은않았습니다.        교회안의어떤사람들은세상과타협했던것같습니다.   그들은세상사
       람들과어울리거나편안한삶을위해이교도이웃들과타협했습니다.        그들이그렇게한데에는여러가지이유가있을

 수있습니다.          예를들어버가모의그리스도인사업가나상인들이직면한상황을생각해보세요.    고대세계의많은상
   업은이교도신전에서이루어졌습니다.            신전에는사람들이모여신에게제물로바쳐졌던고기를먹을수있는방이따

  로마련되어있었습니다.         모임은일반적으로신에게제물을바치는것으로시작하여난교로끝났습니다.  그리스도인
자들은 참석해서는 안 된다는 것을 알았지만남 ,         참석하지않으면배척당하고사실상사업을할수없게되었습니다. 그

        래서그들은타협하여그런행사에참석하는방법을생각해냈을것입니다.

   다른형태의타협도있었습니다.      어떤교인들은믿지않는자와결혼했고,    어떤이들은음행에빠졌습니다.  주예수님
       은이러한죄악에빠진두부류의사람들을지적하셨습니다.     첫번째부류는발람사람들이었습니다.   예수님은이부

         류에게일어난일을구약의선지자발람과이스라엘백성의상황에비유하셨습니다.    발람은고용된선지자였지만하
님의 백성을 저주하려다 실패했습니다나 .           그러나그는돈벌이를포기하지않고발락왕에게이스라엘백성의믿음을

   약화시키는다른방법을조언했습니다.         발람은아름다운이방여인들로하여금이스라엘남자들을유혹하고결혼하여
   우상숭배를하도록부추겼습니다.    이는매우성공적인계략이었습니다.       누가음란한모압여인을거부할수있겠습니

까?              하나님의백성은명령받은대로이방인들과따로떨어진구별된삶을살지않고타협하여죄에빠졌습니다. 

     예수님께서지적하신두번째부류는니골라당이었습니다.  지난번에말씀드렸듯이,     이집단이무엇을가르쳤는지정확
   히알수는없습니다.    아마도일종의반율법주의자들이었을것입니다.       이제구원받고하나님의은혜가함께하니원하
   는대로살(  죄를지을)   자유가있다는생각이었습니다. 

    두집단의정확한문제가무엇이었든,        주예수님은그들이죄를멈추어야한다고단호히말씀하셨습니다.  만약그들이
   신속히행동하고회개하지않는다면,         그분이오셔서입의검으로그죄를멈추게하실것입니다. 

     하지만이편지는긍정적인메시지로끝맺습니다.        세상과타협하려는충동을거부하는사람들에게놀라운상이기다
 리고있습니다.           세상과세상이주는일시적인재물을포기하는것이어려워보일수도있습니다.   하지만세상을거부
    하고주님께자신을아낌없이바친다면,           그리스도와의관계가보장되고그분의임재안에서영생또한보장받는상을
  받게될것입니다.     더이상경쟁할필요가없습니다.  그리스도를선택하십시오. 

     오늘은두아디라교회에보낸편지를살펴보겠습니다.

Introduction
We turn today to look at the fourth of the seven letters sent to the churches in ancient Asia Minor. 
Today we are travelling to the city of Thyatira. Here's an interesting thought to consider. The letter 
to the church in Thyatira is the longest of the seven letters. But it's written to what was in John's day
the smallest and least important of the seven cities. The Roman historian Pliny dismissed it in the 
following way,

“Thyatira and other unimportant communities.”
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Perhaps a little bit of a harsh assessment given what I will tell you shortly about the city. So let's 
begin by putting together what we know about this city.
 
Unlike some of the cities we have looked at Thyatira was not a particularly ancient one. It came into
existence around the year 290 BC. Initially it was just a military outpost. As I will tell you shortly it 
held a very useful strategic location. It was on the route that any invading army would take. 
Therefore it was intended to give an early warning of any imminent attacks. This meant in practice 
that the city was captured, destroyed and rebuilt several times. Thyatira, in Greek means "daughter."
The town was named in honour of the birth of King Seleucus I Nicator's daughter. The city still 
exists but has undergone a name change.  

Thyatira is known today as Akhisar a city with a population of around 200,000 people. Akhisar in 
case you were wondering means a “white coloured castle.”

Ancient Thyatira was situated on the Hermus River approximately 61 km from Pergamos and 51 
km from Sardis. It was strategically placed at the mouth of a long valley that connected the Hermus 
and Caicus rivers.

A very important trade road ran along this route that connected Byzantium with Syria. This meant 
that lots of traders and merchants passed through the city. However despite this the city never really 
gained much of a reputation for trade. What it did develop was a reputation for manufacturing 
goods. It was famous for its wool, leather goods, pottery, linen and also for a special purple dye that
the city produced.

Those of you with a good head for bible trivia might be reminded here of Lydia (Acts 16:11-15). 
She holds the distinction of probably being the first of Paul's European converts to Christianity. 
Paul encountered her in the city of Philippi but she was originally from Thyatira. She was just 
visiting Philippi on business. Lydia was in the purple dye business. She produced the very valuable  
dye that derived from one of two sources. It was either made from the the root of the madder plant, 
or else from the Murex shellfish both of which could be found in the region around Thyatira. It 
required 10,000 shellfish to produce just one gram of dye. This made it a VERY expensive 
commodity.

In terms of its religious outlook the city as was common in the ancient world was polytheistic. It 
had temples to all the most famous gods and goddesses such as Apollo and Artemis. The cities 
guardian god was Tyrimmos who was associated with Apollo. Apollo as any authority on Greek 
gods will tell you was the son of the chief god Zeus.

But by far the greatest religious attraction the city possessed was a Sibyl (a prophetess) called the 
Sambathe. She acted much like the oracle in Delphi. People could come from great distances to visit
her in order to be told something useful about the future.

The city was not said to be particularly fanatical about emperor worship. So religion did not present 
major difficulties for Christians here as it did in Pergamos.

However there was a major problem that did impact believers. The problem came from the guilds 
that existed. Each of the numerous manufacturing trades that flourished in the city had their own 
guild or union. It was said that the city boasted more trade guilds than any other Asian city. 
Archaeological inscriptions discovered in the remains of the city mention guilds of wool-workers, 
linen workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave 
dealers, bronze-smiths and internet content creators. In order to work or operate in said trade one 
had to be a member of the guild. So why you might ask was this a problem for Christians.
The problem was that the guilds were run along religious lines and their gatherings were usually 
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hosted in pagan temples. The meetings would be conducted in the following way. First a glass of 
wine was poured out as an offering to a pagan god. Then a meal would be shared part of which had 
been presented as a sacrifice to an idol. Finally, after all the business was concluded an orgy would 
take place. All those in attendance were expected to participate. To not attend, or to not participate 
resulted in persecution. This as you can imagine made life very challenging for Christian workers.

With this useful background now in place we will be able to much better understand the letter sent 
to Thyatira. Let's look at it now.

           오늘은고대소아시아교회들에게보낸일곱편지중네번째편지를살펴보겠습니다.    두아디라라는도시를방문합니
다.  흥미로운점은         두아디라교회에보낸편지가일곱편지중가장길지만,        요한시대에는그도시가일곱도시중가

   장작고미미했던도시였습니다.     로마역사가플리니우스는그도시를 

"두아디라와 다른 중요하지     않은      unimportant 지역들" 이라고 일축했습니다.

          곧이도시에대해말씀드릴내용을고려하면다소가혹한평가일지도모릅니다.       이도시에대해우리가알고있는내
    용을종합하는것으로시작해보겠습니다. 

         앞서살펴본다른도시들과달리두아디라는특별히오래된도시가아니었습니다.  기원전290  년경에건설되었습니
다.     처음에는단순한군사전초기지였습니다.  곧말씀드리겠지만     두아디라는매우유용한전략적요충지였습니다. 적

       군이침입할수있는길목에위치해있었기때문에,        임박한공격에대한조기경보를제공하기위한목적이었습니다. 
        이로인해 이도시는여러차례함락되고파괴되고재건되었습니다.  그리스어로"딸daughter "  을의미하는 두아디

  라는셀레우코스1      세니카토르의딸의탄생을기념하여명명되었습니다.      이도시는여전히존재하지만이름이바뀌
었습니다. 

   두아디라는오늘날약20      만명의인구를가진도시인아키사르Akhisar   로알려져있습니다.  아키사르는"  하얀성
white coloured castle "  을의미합니다. 

    고대두아디라는버가모에서약61km, 데사 Sardis  에서51km     떨어진헤르무스강변에위치해있었습니다. 헤르무
          스강과카이쿠스강을연결하는긴계곡어귀에전략적으로위치해있었습니다. 

          비잔틴제국과시리아를연결하는이길을따라매우중요한무역로가지나갔습니다.     이로인해많은상인과무역상들
   이이도시를통과했습니다.         그럼에도불구하고이도시는무역으로큰명성을얻지는못하고,   오히려제조업으로명

 성을얻었습니다.  이곳은양모,  가죽제품, 도자기, 린넨,        그리고이도시에서생산되는특별한자주색염료로유명했습
니다. 

     성경상식에밝은분들은여기서루디아( 도행전 사 16:11-15)   를떠올릴것입니다.     그녀는아마도바울이기독교로개
     종한유럽인중최초의인물이었을것입니다.    바울은빌립보에서그녀를만났지만,    그녀는원래두아디라출신이었습

니다. 업차 빌립보를 방문 중이었습니다사 .      루디아는자주색염료사업을하고있었습니다.      그녀는두가지원료중하
에서 추출한 매우 귀중한 염료를 했습니다나 생산 . 그 원료 중    하나는꼭두서니뿌리에서추출했고,   다른하나는두아디
    라주변지역에서발견되는뿔소라(Murex)  에서추출했습니다.  염료1g     을생산하는데는뿔소라1   만개가필요했
습니다.      따라서이염료는대단히비싼물건이었습니다. 

     고대세계의종교적관점으로볼때,   두아디라는다신교도시였습니다.      아폴로와아르테미스와같은유명한신들의신
 전이있었습니다.     도시의수호신은아폴로와관련된티림모스Tyrimmos였습니다.     그리스신화에익숙한사람은누
 구나알겠지만,    아폴로는최고신제우스의아들이었습니다. 

       하지만이도시에서가장큰종교적관심거리는삼바테(Sambathe)   라고불리는시빌Sibyl(여예언자)이었습니다. 
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    그녀는델포이의신탁과매우흡사했습니다. 람들은 미래에 대한 유익한 정보를 얻기 위해 먼 거리에서도 그녀를 찾사

아왔습니다. 

      이도시는황제숭배에특별히열광적이지는않았습니다.         따라서버가모와달리이곳의기독교인들은 종교로인한큰
  어려움을겪지않았습니다. 

       하지만신자들에게영향을미친다른중요한문제가있었습니다.  바로길드guilds였습니다.   도시에서번성했던수많
       은제조업은각각자체길드또는조합이있었습니다.           이도시는다른어떤아시아도시보다더많은무역길드를자

 랑했다고합니다.       도시유적에서발견된고고학적비문에는양모직공,  린넨직공,  겉옷제작자, 염색공,  가죽직공, 무
두장이, 도예가, 제빵사, 노예상인,  청동세공인,       인터넷콘텐츠제작자등의길드가언급되어있습니다.  이러한직종에

   종사하려면길드의회원이어야했습니다.      그렇다면왜이것이기독교인들에게문제가되었을까요?   문제는길드가종
   교적노선에따라운영되었고,      모임이대개이교사원에서열렸다는것입니다.     모임은다음과같은방식으로진행되었

습니다.        먼저이교신에게제물로포도주한잔을바쳤습니다.        그런다음우상에게제물로바쳐진음식을나눠먹었습
니다.      마지막으로모든행사가끝나면난교가벌어졌습니다.    모든참석자들은참여해야했습니다.   참여하지않으면박

 해를받았습니다.        짐작하시겠지만이는기독교인노동자들의삶을매우힘들게만들었습니다. 

               이제이러한유용한배경지식을바탕으로두아디라에보낸편지를훨씬더잘이해할수있을것입니다.   이제그내
 용을살펴보겠습니다.

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 
brass:

The letter begins with the address to leader of the church in Thyatira. It is directed to “the angel” or 
the pastor of the church. After the address we come next to the unique presentation of the Lord 
Jesus. Here He introduces Himself as “the Son of God.” This is the only time this exact expression 
appears in the Book of Revelation. To be described as “the son of someone of something” in the 
ancient world meant that you had, or possessed the full nature or quality of that person or thing. So 
this title underscores Christ's deity. Simply put it is affirming that Jesus is God. He possesses the 
nature and qualities of God the Father. It is also underling how He will come to the church in 
Thyatira. He will come as a divine judge.

It's also perhaps a little dig at the beliefs of the pagans living in Thyatira. They worshipped 
Tyrimmos (Apollo) the “son of Zeus.” They pictured him on their city coins as a warrior riding a 
horse and wielding a double-edged battle-axe in judgment. So perhaps Jesus is reminding them that 
they are wasting their time being devoted to a system of gods invented by men (or demons). They 
should instead pay attention to the words of the one true God. It will be Him, and not their gods 
who ride into town to do the judging.

Jesus then describes Himself as one who has eyes “like a flame of fire and feet like fine brass.” 
Both descriptions are taken from Revelation chapter 1 verses 14 and 15. The eyes of fire represent 
two things. Firstly they signify Jesus's anger at what is happening in the church. We still today 
describe someone as having eyes “burning with anger.” Secondly they underscore the penetrating 
(all seeing) power of the Lord to see deception. We might think of them as being like x-ray eyes 
able to discern the inner heart motivations of all the people in the church.

How important it is that we recognise this reality about Jesus. A church on the outside might appear 
to be functioning well. It may seem to have a flourishing ministry. And yet Christ with His 
penetrating judgement may see that all is not well. That there is something rotten hidden beneath 
the surface. So let us never mistakenly think that our sin or wrongdoing is hidden from God.

The “feet of fine brass” describe a warrior's armoured feet. Christ's feet are clad in power and 
splendour. They are also feet that come to trample and crush in judgement. Stomping feet that 
smash evil and bring about purity. This description serves as a warning of what is to come for any 
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church that provokes God's wrath.

18 두아디라 교회의 자에게사  편지하라 

그 눈이 불꽃 같고 그 발이 빛난 주석과 같은 하나님의 아들이 이르시되

     이편지의수신자는두아디라교회지도자입니다. “ 자사 Angel” 즉,    교회의목사에게보낸편지입니다.   이어서주예
    수님에대한독특한소개가나옵니다.    “  ”  여기서예수님은자신을 하나님의아들이라고소개하십니다. 요한계시록에서

     이표현이등장하는곳은여기뿐입니다.   “   ”       고대세계에서 어떤누군가의아들로묘사되는것은그누군가의온전한
   본성이나특성을가졌음을의미했습니다.      따라서이칭호는그리스도의신성을강조합니다.  간단히말해,  예수님이하

님이심을 확증하는 것입니다나 .       그분은하나님아버지의본성과특성을가지고계십니다.    또한그분이두아디라교회
    에어떻게오실것인지를암시합니다.     그분은신성한심판자로오실것입니다. 

        또한두아디라에살던이교도들의신앙을얼핏드러내는표현이기도합니다.  “  ” 그들은 제우스의아들 티림모스
Tyrimmos (아폴로)  를숭배했습니다.            그도시의동전에는그가말을타고양날이선도끼를휘두르며심판하는전사

 로묘사되었습니다.    따라서예수님은그들이사람(  혹은마귀)        이만들어낸신들에게시간을허비하고있음을일깨워
  주시는것일지도모릅니다.        그들은유일하신참하나님의말씀에주의를기울여야합니다.     심판을위해도시로오실

      분은그들의신들이아니라바로예수님이실것입니다. 

    그런다음예수님은자신을"그 눈이 불꽃 같고 그 발이 빛난 주석과 같은"  분으로묘사하십니다.     두가지표현모두
 요한계시록1  장14 -15   절에서발췌한것입니다.      불꽃같은눈은두가지를상징합니다. 첫째,   교회에서일어나는일

    에대한예수님의분노를상징합니다.    오늘날에도누군가의눈이"  분노로이글거린다burning with anger"  는표현
 을합니다. 둘째,   주님의꿰뚫어보는(   모든것을보는)      능력으로거짓을간파하실수있음을강조합니다.   그눈은교회
          의모든사람들의마음속동기를분별할수있는엑스레이눈과같습니다. 

       우리가예수님의이러한현실을인식하는것이얼마나중요한지요!        겉으로는교회가잘돌아가는것처럼보일수있
습니다. 역이 번창하는 것처럼 보일 수 있습니다사 .        그러나그리스도께서는예리한심판으로잘못을분별하실수있습
니다.       표면아래숨겨진부패를아실수있습니다.        그러므로우리의죄나잘못을하나님께서모르신다고오해하지마
십시오. 

"    빛난주석과같은발"     은무장한전사의발을묘사합니다.      그리스도의발은권능과영광으로덮혀있습니다.  또한심
     판으로짓밟고부수기위해오시는발입니다.     악을깨뜨리고순결을가져오는발입니다.     이묘사는하나님의진노를

        불러일으키는모든교회에앞으로무슨일이일어날지에대한경고입니다.   

19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last 
are more than the first.

As has been the pattern in previous letters Jesus begins with some words of praise or 
commendation. There are clearly some good things to say about the church in Thyatira. That they 
had truly experienced God's saving grace is evidenced through their good works. You will perhaps 
notice the similarity between what Jesus says here and what He said to the Ephesian church. Let's 
look at what Jesus says to the believers in Thyatira.

Firstly we read that the followers of Christ were loving. They had a passion (love) for both the 
Lord, and for each other. They were eager get involved and serve. They were also faithful or 
devoted to the church and to the gospel message. Finally, they exhibited patience or long-suffering. 
These are all very admirable qualities. But there is a big difference between the church in Ephesus 
and Thyatira. The believers in Ephesus had abandoned (lost) their first love. They were not as 
loving as they had once been. This however was not the case in Thyatira. In fact their admirable 
qualities had increased over time. They were growing, or getting better as they matured in faith.

This is how it should be for believers. As we make our steady, often slow progress along the road of
sanctification we should be becoming more, not less Christlike.

19 가내  네 업과사  랑과사  믿음과 섬김과 인내를 아노니 네 중나  행위가 처음 것보다 많도다
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     이전서신처럼예수님은칭찬의말씀으로시작하십니다. 분명     두아디라교회에게도해주실칭찬이있습니다.  그들이
        참으로하나님의구원의은혜를경험했음은그들의선행을통해입증됩니다.      예수님께서여기서하신말씀과에베소
     교회에하신말씀사이에유사점이있습니다.       예수님께서두아디라교회신자들에게하신말씀을살펴보겠습니다. 

첫째,       그리스도의제자들이사랑이넘쳤음을알수있습니다.     그들은주님과서로에대한열정( 랑사 )  이있었습니다. 그
   들은기꺼이참여하고섬겼습니다.      또한교회와복음메시지에충실하고헌신했습니다. 마지막으로,  그들은인내심, 즉
  오래참음을보였습니다.      이모든것은매우훌륭한자질들입니다.        하지만에베소교회와두아디라교회사이에는큰

 차이가있습니다.     에베소교회신자들은첫사랑을버렸습니다(잃어버렸습니다).    그들은예전만큼사랑하지않았습니
다.     그러나두아디라교회는그렇지않았습니다. 실사 ,        그들의훌륭한자질들은시간이지남에따라더욱발전했습니
다.      그들은믿음안에서성숙해짐에따라성장하고,  더나아졌습니다. 

       이것이바로믿는자들이마땅히해야할일입니다.  우리가성화sanctification      의길을따라꾸준하고때로는더디
  게나아가는동안,         우리는그리스도를덜닮아가는것이아니라더욱닮아가야합니다.

20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and 
eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and 
she did not repent.

We come now to the strong rebuke. The church had much to commend it, but there was a VERY big
problem. The problem was a woman. A self-proclaimed prophetess no less. She is named here as 
“Jezebel.” This might possibly have been her real name, but in all likelihood it is a pseudonym used
to compare her attitude and behaviour with the wicked queen from the Old Testament. We use 
names and their associations in a similar way today. If I was to describe someone as being like 
“Judas,” or being like “Hitler” you'd have a good idea of the kind of person I am describing.

Let me briefly remind you of the story of Jezebel. Jezebel was a Phoenician princess, the daughter 
of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians. She became the wife of King Ahab of Israel. It was actually a 
political marriage designed to unite these two nations. However it would have very profound 
spiritual consequences for God's people. This is because Jezebel brought with her the worship of 
Baal. She was ruthless and cunning and very quickly undermined the worship of Yahweh. Aided by 
her wicked husband they together led the people away from the one true God. She also killed many 
of God's prophets and sought unsuccessfully to kill the prophet Elijah. You can read her story in full
in 1st and 2nd Kings (1 Kings 18 - 21; 2 Kings 9).

So who was this “Jezebel” in Thyatira and what exactly was she doing? Some bible scholars believe
the “Jezebel” referred to here may have been the wife of the church's pastor. This might help 
explain why she had assumed such a position of unchallenged power and authority within the 
church. Whatever her exact role she was extremely influential. She was clearly an immoral and 
ungodly influence on others, She willingly led others into sin.

Now, it is one thing to succumb to temptation and fall into sin yourself. But it is a far more serious 
offence when a person encourages Christ's followers (His servants) to engage in sinful practices. 
Such a person merits, and will receive the most severe punishment. This is what this woman was 
doing. She was in a position to teach and seduce others into the grave sins of sexual immorality and 
eating foods that had been sacrificed to idols.

Given the situation in Thyatira it seems likely that she was reassuring the men in the church that it 
was okay to join the trade guilds and take part in their evil practices. It's also possible she even 
joined in herself.

It terms of what she taught she may well have promoted a form of antinomianism that taught people
that God's grace gave you effective freedom to sin as you pleased. Or perhaps even worse that in 
order to experience more of God's grace it was necessary to sin more. More sin results in more of 
God's amazing grace. Whatever it was she taught it was having a disastrous effect upon the church.

In verse 21 we get a glimpse into God's amazing and generous grace. This wicked woman was 
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given ample time to repent and turn from evil words and deeds. Had she done so God would have 
shown her mercy. But regrettably she refused. She was drawn more to the dark than to the light. But
please note very carefully, she chose not to repent. You have no doubt heard people say that God is 
“bad” for sending people to hell. The truth is that although God is the divine judge who oversees all 
things it is people who send themselves to hell. In rejecting Christ's free offer of salvation and 
refusing to repent they make the choice for themselves.  

Let us read on and see what will become of this “Jezebel.”

20 그러나 네게 책망할 일이 있노라 자칭 선지자라 하는 여자 이세벨을 네가 용납함이니 그가 내 종들을 가르쳐 꾀어 

행음하게 하고 우상의 제물을 먹게 하는도다  21 또 가내  그에게 회개할 기회를 주었으되 자기의 음행을 회개하고자 

하지 아니하는도다

    이제강력한질책을살펴보겠습니다.    교회는칭찬할점이많았지만,    아주커다란문제가있었습니다.   문제는한여자
였습니다.  자칭여선지자였고,  여기서"이세벨"  이라고불립니다.     이것은그녀의본명이었을수도있지만,  아마도그녀

           의태도와행동을구약성경에나오는악한여왕에비유하기위해사용된가명일것입니다.    오늘날에도이름과그연관
   성을비슷한방식으로사용합니다.   제가누군가를"유다"  나 "히틀러"   와같다고묘사한다면,    여러분은제가묘사하는

람이 어떤 람인지 잘 아실 것입니다사 사 . 

   이세벨이야기를간략하게보겠습니다.       이세벨은시돈왕엣바알의딸인페니키아공주였습니다.    그녀는이스라엘왕
  아합의아내가되었는데, 실 이 결혼은 두 라를 연합하기 위한 정치적 결혼이었습니다사 나 .    이결혼은하나님의백성에

     게매우심오한영적결과를초래했습니다.      왜냐하면이세벨이바알숭배를가져왔기때문입니다.   그녀는무자비하고
교활했으며,    여호와숭배를급속히훼손했습니다.         악한남편과함께그녀는백성을유일하신참하나님으로부터멀어

 지게했습니다.      또한그녀는하나님의많은선지자들을죽였고,     선지자엘리야를죽이려했지만실패했습니다. 그녀의
 이야기는열왕기상하(  열왕기상18-21장;  열왕기하9장)     에서자세히읽을수있습니다. 

  그렇다면두아디라의"이세벨"  은누구였으며,   정확히무엇을했을까요?      일부성경학자들은여기서언급된"이세
벨"       이교회목사의아내였을가능성이있다고생각합니다.         이는그녀가교회내에서그토록독보적인권력과권위를

       누렸던이유를설명하는데도움이될수있습니다.    그녀의정확한역할이무엇이든,     그녀는매우영향력있는인물이
었습니다.        그녀는분명히다른사람들에게부도덕하고불경건한영향을끼쳤으며,     기꺼이다른사람들을죄로이끌었
습니다. 

        물론유혹에굴복하여스스로죄에빠지는것은별개의문제입니다.   그러나그리스도의제자들(  그분의종들)   이죄를
      짓도록부추기는것은훨씬더심각한죄입니다.        그런사람은마땅히받아야할벌을받을것이며,   가장엄중한처벌

  을받을것입니다.      바로이것이이여자가행한일입니다.       그녀는자신의지위를이용하여사람들을가르치고유혹하
        여성적부도덕과우상의제물을먹는심각한죄악으로이끌었습니다. 

   두아디라의상황을고려할때,            그녀는교회의남자들에게상인조합에가입하여그들의악한행위에가담하는것이괜
   찮다고유도했을가능성이높습니다.      심지어그녀스스로도가담했을가능성도있습니다. 

               그녀의가르침은하나님의은혜가그들이원하는대로죄를지을수있는자유를준다는일종의반율법주의였을가능
 성이있습니다.            더나아가하나님의은혜를더많이경험하려면더많은죄를지어야한다,       즉더많은죄가더많은

    하나님의놀라운은혜를가져온다는것입니다.       그녀의가르침이무엇이었든그것은교회에재앙을초래했습니다. 

21         절에서우리는하나님의놀랍고관대한은혜를엿볼수있습니다.        이악한여인에게회개하고악한말과행위에서
   돌이킬충분한시간을주셨습니다.        만약그녀가그렇게했다면하나님께서는자비를베푸셨을것입니다.  그러나안타
  깝게도그녀는거부했습니다.     그녀는빛보다는어둠에더이끌렸습니다.   주의깊게살펴보십시오.   그녀는회개하지않

 기로선택했습니다.      여러분은사람들을지옥에보내는하나님이" 다나쁘 "     고말하는것을들어보셨을것입니다.  물론
     하나님은모든것을통치하시는신성한심판자이시지만,      스스로를지옥에보내는것은자기자신들입니다. 그리스도께
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          서값없이주시는구원을거부하고회개하기를거부함으로써그들은스스로지옥을선택합니다. 

   계속읽어이"이세벨"    이어떻게될지살펴보겠습니다.

22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the 
churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each 
one of you according to your works.

Here we read what will become of this wicked prophetess. Interestingly this woman who 
encouraged and perhaps engaged in fornication herself is to be thrown onto a bed and racked with 
illness. Quite possibly a sexually transmitted disease. Sickness in the ancient world was often seen 
as a just punishment for sin. Some think that the “sickness” and the “bed” referenced here are 
actually symbols representing “death” and “hell.” So the real meaning here perhaps is that God is 
going to strike this woman down and throw her into hell! Either way she will suffer severely for her
behaviour.

She will however not suffer alone. Those who allowed themselves to be seduced by her false 
teachings, actively engaged with her, or did not try and stop her will also suffer. They will 
experience God's tribulation or “pressure.” This means that God will punish these people as a way 
of chastening them. They might not suffer death, but they may suffer physically, materially or 
spiritually. They can stop, or avoid this chastening altogether if they turn humbly back to God and 
repent. This very same principle applies to us today. If you want to avoid God's chastening of sin in 
your life then confess and repent.

Another group within the church will not receive God's mercy. We read here that this prophetesses' 
children will be killed. This is not a reference to her biological children. Rather it means her ardent 
followers or supporters. She may have been teaching and promoting her lies for many years. It was 
likely that she had developed a loyal following. It is these people that Jesus Himself will strike 
down and kill. This is not Jesus being cruel or vindictive. He is instead preserving the integrity and 
purity of the church. He will take whatever means are necessary to preserve it. That should be a 
sobering thought for any church leader. This is Christ's church and He will defend it.

Ultimately however this will result in a positive outcome. What happens in Thyatira will be an 
example for others. It will serve to remind people that Jesus is in full control. Not only is He in 
control but He can also see into the hearts and minds of all people. Nothing can be hidden from His 
penetrating gaze. Those that serve well and are obedient can expect a reward. Those that do evil, 
even if it is not known by the world will face God's judgement.

As I often like to remind you believers are not saved through good deeds, nor do they in any way 
work to "earn" their salvation (Titus 3:5). But their deeds, or their work on earth does influence the 
eternal rewards they stand to gain in Heaven (1 Corinthians 3:14).

Let us continue.

22 볼지어다 가내  그를 침상에 던질 터이요 또 그와 더불어 간음하는 자들도 만일 그의 행위를 회개하지 아니하면 큰 

환난 가운데에 던지고  23 또 가내  망으로사  그의 자녀를 죽이리니 모든 교회가 는나  람의사  뜻과 마음을 살피는 자
인 줄 알지라 가내  너희 각 람의사  행위대로 갚아 주리라

       여기서이악한여선지자에게무슨일이일어날지언급합니다. 흥미롭게도,      음행을조장하고그행위에참여했을그녀
     는침대에던져져병으로고통받게됩니다.    아마도성병일가능성이높습니다.       고대세계에서질병은종종죄에대한

  정당한처벌로여겨졌습니다.     어떤이들은여기에언급된"병"  과"침대"   가실제로는"죽음"  과"지옥"   을상징한다고
각합니다생 .              따라서그 진정한의미는아마도하나님께서이여자를치시고지옥에던지실것이라는것입니다!  어느

        쪽이든그녀는자신의행동때문에극심한고통을겪을것입니다. 

     하지만그녀혼자만고통을겪지는않습니다.    그녀의거짓가르침에유혹당하여,  적극적으로가담하였거나,  그녀를막
      지않은자들역시고통을겪을것입니다.     그들은하나님의환난또는"압박"    을경험하게될것입니다.  이는하나님께
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     서그들을징계하기위해벌하신다는뜻입니다.      그들이죽음을당하지않을수도있지만, 육체적으로, 물질적으로, 또
    는영적으로고통을겪을것입니다.           그들이겸손하게하나님께돌아와회개한다면이징계를멈추거나피할수있습니
다.    이는오늘날우리에게도적용됩니다.       삶에서하나님의죄에대한징계를피하고싶다면,   죄를고백하고회개하십
시오. 

         교회안의또다른무리는하나님의자비를받지못할것입니다.       여기서이여선지자의자녀들이죽임을당할것이라
 고언급합니다.    이들은그녀의친자녀가아니라,    그녀의열렬한추종자들을의미합니다.    그녀는오랫동안거짓말을가

  르치고퍼뜨렸을것입니다.     아마도충성스러운추종자들이있었을것입니다.     예수님께서친히그들을죽이실것입니
다.      이것은예수님께서잔인하거나보복적이신것이아닙니다.      오히려교회의온전함과순수성을보존하고계십니다. 

        그분은교회를보존하기위해필요한모든수단을동원하실것입니다.      이는모든교회지도자에게경각심을불러일으
 켜야합니다.    이교회는그리스도의교회이며,     그분께서이교회를지키실것입니다. 

     궁극적으로이는긍정적인결과를가져올것입니다.        두아디라에서일어나는일은다른사람들에게본보기가될것입
니다.        예수님께서모든것을다스리심을사람들에게일깨워줄것입니다.       그분은모든사람의마음과생각을다스릴

 뿐만아니라,        모든사람의마음과생각을꿰뚫어보실수있습니다.        그분의꿰뚫어보는시선에서아무것도숨길수
없습니다.        잘섬기고순종하는자들은상을기대할수있습니다.       악을행하는자들은비록세상에알려지지않았더라

    도하나님의심판을받을것입니다. 

   제가자주말씀드리듯이,       믿는자들은선한행실로구원받는것이아니고,    어떤식으로든구원을"얻기"  위해노력하
  는것도아닙니다(  디도서3:5).   하지만그들의행실,           즉이땅에서의행위는그들이천국에서얻게될영원한상급에

 영향을미칩니다(  고린도전서3:14). 

 계속해보겠습니다.

24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But 
hold fast what you have till I come.

It is important for us to recognise that not all those in the church in Thyatira had swallowed 
Jezebel's satanically inspired teachings. Jezebel and her followers were claiming that they were 
digging deep and uncovering many “dark and mysterious secrets.” They could do this, at least they 
believed because God was protecting them spiritually. They thought they could explore Satan's 
realm and then just return and worship God. They were very much mistaken. But, not all had 
bought into this lie. There were some who had remained faithful to the true gospel message.

This remains true today. Often when a church has issues or problems we tend to condemn the whole
institution. In reality however it may be a leadership issue, or just a small sect within the church that
is causing problems. So we need to be careful not to include everyone in a particular church or 
denomination in our condemnation. There may be some who have fallen into sin but there will be 
others (a remnant) who remained faithful. The Lord Jesus recognised this about the church in 
Thyatira and highlights it here.

Jesus assures those who remained faithful that He will place no other burden upon them. The 
Greek word for "burden" here is baros. It refers to a load that would slow down a runner in a race. 
So simply put they will get to run the Christian race without any additional burdens or hindrances.

Jesus then instructs the faithful remnant in the church to cling to what they had. What you might ask
did they have? Well, as we saw before they had a number of good works; love, faith, service and 
patient endurance (Rev 2:19). They also had the gospel message and the hope of eternal life in 
God's presence. It would not be easy surrounded as they were by the dominant Satanic culture of 
that region. But Jesus calls upon them to endure until He comes.  

This same message remains in place for believers today. Christians in Nigeria, China, North Korea 
and many other places face a very challenging existence. Every day they wake up knowing they 
may face imprisonment, torture or death because of their faith in Jesus Christ. How do they go on in
such circumstances? By clinging tightly onto Christ and His promises.
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Let's conclude our study for today by looking at the following four verses.

24 두아디라에 아남  있어 이 교훈을 받지 아니하고 소위 탄의사  깊은 것을 알지 못하는 너희에게 말하노니 다른 짐으
로 너희에게 지울 것은 없노라  25 다만 너희에게 있는 것을 가내  올 때까지 굳게 잡으라  

         두아디라교회의모든신자들이이세벨의사악한가르침을받아들인것은아닙니다.    이세벨과그녀의추종자들은자
    기들이깊게숨겨진많은"   어둡고신비로운비밀"    을파헤치고있다고주장했습니다.     그들은하나님께서그들의영을
       보호해주시기때문에그렇게할수있다고믿었습니다. 탄의 영역을 험한 후사 탐 ,     돌아와하나님께예배드릴수있다고

각했습니다생 .   그들은크게착각했습니다.       하지만모두가이거짓말을믿었던것은아닙니다.    참된복음메시지에충
  실했던사람들도있었습니다. 

  이는오늘날에도마찬가지입니다.          교회에문제가생기면우리는종종교회전체를정죄하는경향이있습니다.  하지만
          실제로는지도부의문제이거나교회내의작은분파가문제를일으킬수있습니다.     따라서우리는특정교회나교파의

     모든사람을정죄대상에포함시켜서는안됩니다.    죄에빠진사람들도있지만,     충실하게남은자들도있을것입니다. 
       주예수님께서는두아디라교회의그런점을알고계셨고,    여기서그점을강조하십니다. 

      예수님은충실하게남은자들에게더이상짐burden    을지우지않겠다고약속하셨습니다.  여기서"짐"   으로번역된
 그리스어는 '바로스baros'입니다.      이는경주에서주자를늦추는짐을의미합니다.  간단히말해,   그들은추가적인짐

         이나방해없이그리스도인으로서의경주를달릴수있게될것입니다. 

           그런다음예수님은교회의충실한남은자들에게가진것을굳게붙들라고가르치십니다.    그들이가진것이무엇이었
을까요.   앞서살펴본것처럼,     그들에게는여러가지선한행실,       곧사랑과믿음과섬김과오래참음이있었습니다(  계2:
19).           또한그들은복음메시지와하나님앞에서의영생에대한소망을가지고있었습니다.     그지역의지배적인사탄

     문화에둘러싸여있었으므로쉽지않았을것입니다.        하지만예수님은그들이그분이오실때까지인내하라고말씀하
십니다. 

      이와동일한메시지가오늘날의믿는자들에게도적용됩니다. 이지리아나 , 중국,     북한을비롯한여러지역의그리스도
     인들은매우힘든삶을살고있습니다.         그들은매일아침예수그리스도를믿는믿음때문에투옥, 고문,  죽음에직면

    할수도있음을알고있습니다.     그런상황에서그들은어떻게살아갈까요?      그리스도와그분의약속을굳게붙잡는것
입니다. 

       다음네구절을살펴보면서오늘의공부를마무리해보겠습니다.

26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over 
the nations. 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the 
potter’s vessels’ as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star. 29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

Jesus promises to reward everyone who stays the distance and honours Him until the end. The word
“overcomes” in verse 26 is a translation of the Greek word nikōn. It means to “conquer,”  
"overcome," “prevail” or more simply “get the victory.” So Jesus will grant the “overcomer” a 
position of authority over the nations. What does this mean? 

According to Psalm 2 at some future time the nations of the world will unite in an effort to dethrone
God, but He will defeat them in His wrath and fury.
After defeating the rebels, He will place Jesus, the Messiah on the throne in Jerusalem and proclaim
Him king over all the earth. Matthew beautifully captures the scene in which Jesus comes to earth in
glory and all the nations assemble before Him for judgment (Matt 25:31–42). His earthly kingdom 
will be glorious with unprecedented peace, prosperity, and holiness (Isaiah 9:6–7; 11:6–9; Micah 
4:3–4; Zechariah 14:10, 20). During His reign over the nations, Jesus will grant believers the 
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privilege of sharing in His rule (1 Corinthians 6:2; 2 Timothy 2:12). What a wonderful thought that 
is.

We then read about Jesus rule being like a “rod of iron” that will smash to pieces. There are two 
images or concepts bound up in this description. In the first we are to think of the rod being the 
shepherd's rod. An ancient shepherd used his rod to guide and marshal the sheep. It was a tool he 
used to both protect and manage the flock. It could of course also be used to bring about order and 
re-establish discipline.

The second image would have been well understood by the people of Thyatira. They had a thriving 
pottery industry. A certain percentage of pots that were produced failed to meet the required 
standard. They had cracks or were misshapen. They could not be sold and were effectively 
worthless. So potters employed a boy and equipped him with an iron bar or rod. It was his job to  
smash to pieces the defective pottery. So the take-away here is that Jesus, given authority to do so 
by the Father will smash rebels and those who reject Him as easily as a potter's boy smashes the 
worthless pots.  

Finally, in verse 28 Jesus promises to give believers the “morning star.” There are a number of 
differing views about what exactly He means here. I am most readily persuaded that Jesus here is 
referring to Himself. Let me read to you from Revelation chapter 22.

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and 
the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” (Rev 22:16)

The meaning then is as follows. Those who stand firm and cling tightly to Christ through all 
adversity have the most amazing promise to look forward to. The gift that they will receive is Christ
Himself. They will get Jesus in all His fullness. The Christians in Thyatira lived in unimaginable 
darkness. But one day they would be swallowed up by the light. The light of Jesus who arrives to 
usher in the eternal day. We should not underestimate what a great comfort this news would have 
been to these first century believers. They knew that even though they faced tremendous pressure 
they were on Christ's side and would ultimately win.

The letter ends as they all do with the admonition to listen up and pay attention. Let me remind you 
that how one hears the Word of God is extremely important. James tells us we should not simply 
hear God's Word and immediately forget it. Instead, we are called upon to obey what we hear. The 
hearer and doer of the Word, James declares, will be blessed in what he does (James 1:25). So listen
up and act where necessary.

Next time Lord willing we will look at the letter sent to Sardis.  

26 이기는 자와 까지끝  내 일을 지키는 그에게 만국을 다스리는 권세를 주리니 27 그가 철장을 가지고 그들을 다스려
질그릇 깨뜨리는 것과 같이 하리라 도나  내 아버지께 받은 것이 그러하니라  28 가내  또 그에게 벽새  별을 주리라  

29 귀 있는 자는 성령이 교회들에게 하시는 말씀을 들을지어다

          예수님은끝까지그분께충실하고영광을돌리는모든사람에게상을주시겠다고약속하십니다. 26  절의"이긴다
overcomes"   는그리스어"니콘nikōn"   을번역한것입니다.  이는"정복하다", "이긴다",    또는더간단히"승리하
다"  를의미합니다.   따라서예수님은"  이기는자"      에게만국을다스리는권세를주실것입니다.   이것은무엇을의미할
까요? 

 시편2  편에따르면,        언젠가세상의열국이하나님의보좌를찬탈하려연합할것이지만,    하나님의진노와분노가그들
  을물리치실것입니다. 

  반역자들을물리치신후,           하나님은메시아이신예수님을예루살렘의보좌에앉히시고온세상의왕으로선포하실것
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입니다.                 마태복음은예수님께서영광중에이땅에오시고모든민족이심판을받기위해그분앞에모이는장면을아
 름답게묘사합니다(  마태복음25:31-42).       그분의지상왕국은전례없는평화와번영,   그리고거룩함으로영광스러울

것입니다(  이사야9:6-7; 11:6-9;  미가4:3-4;  스가랴14:10, 20).      예수님께서는만국을다스리시는동안믿는자들
      에게그분의통치에참여할특권을주실것입니다(  고린도전서6:2;  디모데후서2:12).   참으로놀라운말씀입니다. 

      그런다음예수님의통치가산산이조각낼"철장rod of iron"   과같다고말씀합니다.      이묘사에는두가지이미지또
   는개념이연관되어있습니다.     첫번째이미지는철장의막대기rod       가목자의지팡이라고생각해볼수있습니다. 고
        대시대의목자는막대기를사용하여양떼를인도하고이끌었습니다.      막대기는양떼를지키고관리하는도구였습니
다.          물론막대기는질서를유지하고훈육을하는데에도사용될수있었습니다. 

       두번째이미지는두아디라사람들이잘이해했을것입니다.      그도시는도예산업이번창했기때문입니다. 된 도자생산

     기중일부는기준에이르지못했습니다.         금이가거나모양이이상해서팔수없는쓸모없는도자기들이었습니다. 그
      래서도공들은소년을고용하여그에게쇠막대기를주었습니다.       그의임무는불량도자기를산산이부수는것이었습

니다.              따라서여기서중요한것은하나님아버지로부터그런권한을받은예수님께서반역자들과그분을거부하는자
        들을마치도공들의소년이쓸모없는도자기를부수듯이깨뜨리실것입니다. 

 마지막으로28     “ ”   절에서예수님은믿는자들에게 새벽별을주시겠다고약속하십니다.     예수님께서정확히무엇을의
     미하시는지에대해서는여러가지의견이있습니다.      저는예수님께서여기서자신을가리키신다고확신합니다. 요한계

 시록22   장을읽어보겠습니다. 

“나 예수는 내 천사를 교회들 가운데 보내어 이것들을 너희에게 증거하게 하였노라 는나  다윗의 뿌리요 자손이니 곧 

광명한     벽별새 이라.” (계 22:16) 

    그렇다면그의미는다음과같습니다.           모든역경속에서도굳건히서서그리스도를힘껏붙드는자들은놀라운약속을
  기대할수있습니다.      그들이받을선물은바로그리스도자신입니다.      그들은예수님의충만함을온전히받을것입니

다.        두아디라의그리스도인들은상상할수없는어둠속에서살았습니다.       그러나언젠가그들은밝은빛에파묻힐것
입니다.      영생을알리기위해오신예수님의빛입니다.    우리는이소식이1      세기신자들에게얼마나큰위로가되었을

   지과소평가해서는안됩니다.            그들은엄청난핍박에직면했지만그리스도편에서있으며궁극적으로승리할것임을
 알고있었습니다. 

          이서신은다른모든서신과마찬가지로귀기우려명심하라는권고로끝맺습니다.     하나님의말씀을어떻게듣는지가
    매우중요함을다시한번강조합니다.         야고보는하나님의말씀을듣고바로잊어서는안된다고말합니다.  우리는우
    리가들은것에순종해야합니다.             야고보는말씀을듣고행하는자는그가하는일에있어복을받을것이라고선포합

니다(  야고보서1:25).       그러므로귀기울여듣고필요할때행동하십시오. 

        다음시간에는주님의뜻대로사데교회에보낸편지를살펴보겠습니다.

Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's reading.

     오늘의본무에서두가지교훈을얻었습니다.
 
1 God cares about the big and small
As I mentioned in my introduction Thyatira was a rather small and unimportant kind of place. A city
without much of a reputation in Asia Minor. Very much like Gunpo. The church there was also most
likely small, and to the rest of the world inconsequential. Christians in the ancient world would have
looked to the major churches of Jerusalem, Rome and Alexandria. And yet we find that God has not 
overlooked this tiny and irrelevant place. They received the longest letter. Now we know that there 
was a serious issue that needed to be addressed. But the point I'm making is that God cared about 
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this small church and its congregation. He wasn't willing for any to be lost.

How reassuring that is especially for small churches and congregations just like ours. The Christian 
world often judges churches by their size and significance. It's a massive church with thousands of 
members it therefore must be a wonderful church that God really loves and has therefore blessed. 
God of course does care about this large church. But He equally cares about the house church, or 
the rural church with just a few loyal members. God loves every precious member of His family. 
Let us be thankful and take comfort from the fact that God cares about both the big and the small.

1   하나님은     고크     작은     것을     돌보신다
       서두에서언급했듯이두아디라는작고그다지중요하지않은도시였습니다.     소아시아에서그다지명성이없는도시였

습니다.  군포와비슷했습니다.     그곳의교회또한작았을것이고, 소하게 여겨졌을 것입니다사 .   고대세계의그리스도인
 들은예루살렘, 로마,     알렉산드리아의주요교회들을주목했을것입니다.      그러나우리는하나님께서이작고중요하지
     않은곳을간과하지않으셨음을알게됩니다.     그들은가장긴편지를받았습니다. 그 교회에는    짚고넘어가야할심각

     한문제가있었음을우리도알게되었습니다.           하지만제가말하는요점은하나님께서이작은교회와그성도들을돌
 보셨다는것입니다.       그분은어떤한사람도잃어버리기를원하지않으셨습니다. 

          특히우리와같은작은교회와성도들에게는이사실이얼마나위안이됩니까?     기독교계는종종교회의규모와중요
  성으로교회를판단합니다.           수천명의교인이있는거대한교회라면하나님께서진정으로사랑하시고축복하신훌륭

   한교회임에틀림없다고생각합니다.      물론하나님은이큰교회를돌보십니다.     하지만가정교회나충성스러운교인들
      이몇명뿐인시골교회도똑같이돌보십니다.      하나님은그분의소중한가족모두를사랑하십니다.   하나님께서크고

       작은모든것을돌보신다는사실에감사하며위로를받으십시오.

2 Confront and call out sin
I am sure you have heard the story that when they feel threatened or in danger ostriches will bury 
their heads in the sand. Early naturalists thought that they were doing this in the belief that since 
they could no longer see the predator it could no longer see them! We use this irrational behaviour 
in a popular idiom to describe someone who refuses to confront or face up to a real problem. You 
may be interested to learn that it's not true. Ostriches are fast runners and possess a powerful kick. 
They don't need to bury their heads in the ground.

But this approach of trying to avert the eyes and not confront danger is I'm afraid prevalent in many 
churches. Facing up to issues is just too challenging and difficult for many. Let's just look away, and
hope the issue goes away. You've probably heard the famous quote attributed to the Reverend 
Charles F. Aked that goes;

“It has been said that for evil men to accomplish their purpose it is only necessary that 
good men should do nothing.”

This beautifully encapsulates what was going on in Thyatira. There must have been some in that 
church, probably there were many who knew that what “Jezebel” was teaching and doing was very 
wrong. She should not have been given a platform on which to speak. And yet it seems that she was 
allowed to continue. No one had the courage or conviction to speak up. What a sad state of affairs. 
Good men did nothing and evil prevailed.

So let me be very clear. Jezebel was truly the person to blame. She would as we read face God's 
wrath. But she would not be the only one to feel God's wrath. Those who participated with her, 
followed her, supported her from afar or even just turned away and pretended that nothing was 
wrong would equally face God's judgement. Unless they humbly repented of course. But often the 
church today is little better than it was back then.

Think for example about how sexual abuse scandals have historically been treated in the church. 
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They are deeply embarrassing and are therefore often swept under the carpet and only whispered 
about. The same can be said for fraud and embezzlement scandals. People are aware of these 
terrible abuses going on but choose to keep quiet. This is not how it should be. Think of the great 
damage these scandals cause to the churches reputation. This damage is only magnified when 
people learn that the abuses were known about and ignored for so long.

It is not easy to call out or confront sin. But it is the right thing to do. Let us pray that we have the 
courage and conviction to carefully and lovingly call out sin if required.

2      죄를     직시하고     지적하십시오
           타조가위협을느끼거나위험에처하면모래속에머리를파묻는다는이야기를들어보셨을것입니다.  초기자연주의
                  자들은머리를파묻으면타조자신이포식자를볼수없기때문에그포식자도자기를볼수없다고생각하여그렇게

 행동한다고주장했습니다!           우리는이러한비이성적인행동을실제문제에직면하기를거부하는사람을표현하는관용
 구로사용합니다.       하지만흥미로운점은이것이사실이아니라는것입니다.      타조는빠르게달리고강력한발차기를가
 지고있습니다.      그들은머리를땅에파묻을필요가없습니다. 

              하지만눈을돌리고위험에맞서지않으려는이러한접근방식은많은교회에만연해있는것같습니다.  많은사람들
      이문제에직면하는것을어렵고힘들어합니다.   그냥눈을돌리고,   문제가사라지기를바랍니다.  찰스F.  에이키드목
의 유명한 말을 들어보셨을 겁니다사 . 

"악한 자들이 목적을 이루려면 선한 자들이 아무것도 하지 않으면 된다는 말이 있다." 

       이말은두아디라에서일어났던일을잘요약하고있습니다.   그교회에는분명   많은사람들이"이세벨"   의가르침과
     행동이큰잘못임을알고있었을것입니다.      그녀에게말할기회를주지말아야했습니다.   그런데도그녀가계속하도록

버려둔 것 같습니다내 .      아무도용기를내어말할자신이없었습니다.   얼마나안타까운상황입니까.   선한자들이아무것
    도하지않았고악이승리했습니다. 

 분명히말씀드리자면,    이세벨이야말로진정비난받아마땅했습니다.       우리가읽은것처럼그녀는하나님의진노를받을
것입니다.      하지만그녀만이하나님의진노의대상이아닙니다.   그녀와함께참여했거나,  그녀를따랐거나,   먼발치서

 그녀를지지했거나,           또는돌아서서아무런잘못이없는척했던사람들도하나님의심판을받을것입니다.  물론그들이
   겸손하게회개하지않는다면말입니다.        하지만오늘날교회는그당시와크게다르지않습니다. 

 예를들어,         성학대스캔들이역사적으로교회에서어떻게다뤄졌는지생각해보십시오.    이러한스캔들은매우부끄러
     운일이기때문에종종덮어두고수군거립니다. 기와 횡령 스캔들도 마찬가지입니다사 . 람들은 이러한 찍한 학대가 사 끔

      자행되고있다는것을알고있지만침묵을지킵니다. 하지만 그래서는 안됩니다.     이러한스캔들이교회의명성에얼마
  피해를 입혔는지 각해 보십시오나 큰 생 .          이러한학대가오랫동안진행되었는데도무시되어왔다는사실을알게될때, 

  피해는더욱큽니다.      죄를지적하고맞서는것은쉽지않습니다.   하지만옳은일입니다. 필요할 때   신중함과사랑으로
     죄를지적할용기와확신을갖도록기도합시다.
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