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The seven churches of Revelation
Title: “S. The corrupt church”
Scripture: Revelation 2:18-29

Date preached: November 2379 2025

Scripture: Revelation 2:18-29

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine
brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works,
the last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you
allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to
commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent
of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and
those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds.
23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who
searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.

24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who
have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But
hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the
end, to him I will give power over the nations—

27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron;
They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—

as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.

29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.””’
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Introduction

We are making good progress through our study of the letters sent to the seven churches of
Revelation. Over the past few weeks we've examined the letters sent to Ephesus, Smyrna and
Pergamos. Today we turn to look at the letter sent to the church in Thyatira. But before we do that
let's spend a moment reviewing the key details from last week. As I hope you recall we looked at
the letter sent to the city of Pergamos.
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The city of Pergamos lay about 15 miles inland from the city of Smyrna in the Caicus valley. It was
an imposing and impressive city for a number of reasons. It had been a capital city for 200 years,
and though it no longer held this title it still carried the air of grandeur and importance that capitals
possess. It was a university town and had a well deserved reputation for being a place of art, culture,
education and science.

The city itself was split into two parts. The most important buildings including the theatre, many of
the temples and the homes of the rich and powerful stood on top of a 300 metre high conical hill.
Below this on the surrounding plains lay the rest of the city.

The cities greatest claim to fame and notoriety lay with its library. Housing more than 200,000
handwritten volumes only Alexandria possessed a larger library. The cities “invention” of vellum
(parchment) as a more reliable and sturdy replacement to papyrus paper brought it great fame and
fortune.

There was then much to commend this city. However it was not an easy place in which to follow
Christ. There were two main reasons for this. Firstly, as we we noted last time the city was deeply
immersed in wicked pagan practices. Just like with Smyrna they enthusiastically supported emperor
worship. The people of Pergamos had no issue with boldly professing that “Caesar was lord.”
Anyone who failed to perform this public proclamation was treated with deep suspicion. Christians
obviously could not do so and therefore faced persecution.

The second reason that it was hard for Christians was that Pergamos was an important pagan
religious centre. It was home to a number of important temples or shrines to the Greek or Roman
gods. Among these was the temple to the god of healing; Asklepios, and an impressive altar to Zeus.
Worship of these “demons” often involved sensual debauchery that Christians for obvious reasons
felt compelled to resist. Again this failure to participate led to them being considered strange or
even dangerous. Let us remind ourselves briefly of what the letter to Pergamos said.

It begins with Jesus reminding His hearers that He possesses a two-edged sword. This is not gentle
Jesus meek and mild. This is king and judge Jesus. This sword is symbolic of judgement and
justice. It's a warning to the church that unless they confront their sins and repent they will face His
divine judgement.

Jesus then turned to commend them for their works. Despite the difficulties associated with
ministering in Pergamos they have remained faithful and committed to Christ's name.

This means they have properly and accurately presented to the world who He is, and what He has
done. Some of them including a man named Antipas was martyred for his unwavering faith.

However things were not all good. Some in the church it seems had allowed themselves to
compromise with the world. In order to fit in, or make life easier they had made accommodations
with their pagan neighbours. There are many reasons why they might have done so.

Let us for example take the situation facing Christian businessmen or merchants in Pergamos. A
great deal of business in the ancient world was conducted in the pagan temples. Most temples had
rooms set aside for people to gather and eat the meat previously sacrificed to the resident god or
gods. The meetings typically began with an offering to the gods and ended with an orgy. Christian
men knew they shouldn't go, but to not attend would lead to them being ostracised and effectively
unable to do business. So they compromised and devised ways that they could attend such events.
There were other forms of compromise taking place. Some in the church were marrying
unbelievers, others were engaging in acts of fornication.

The Lord Jesus identifies two distinct groups that had fallen into this sinful state. The first group we
might term the Balaamites. Jesus likens what has happened to this group to the situation with the
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Old Testament prophet Balaam and the Israelites. As you will recall Balaam, the prophet for hire
had unsuccessfully tried to curse God's people. However not one to give up on a lucrative pay-day
he advised King Balak to undermine the faith of the Israelites in another way. Balaam encouraged
Balak to tempt the men of Israel with beautiful pagan women and encourage them to intermarry and
engage in idolatrous worship practices. It was a very successful ploy. What man can resist a sultry
Moabite woman. God's people instead of standing apart or distinct as they were commanded to do
compromised and fell into sin.

The second group Jesus identifies were the Nicolaitans. As I said last time we are not absolutely
sure what this group taught. It was quite possibly a form of antinomianism. Basically the idea that
now you were saved and covered by God's grace you were free to do (sin) as you wish.

Whatever the actual issues were with either group the Lord Jesus was adamant that they must stop.
If they failed to act quickly and repent He would come with the sword of His mouth and make it
stop.

The letter however ends on a positive note. Those that resist the urge to compromise with the world
can expect a wonderful reward. It might seem hard to give up the world and all the temporary
treasures it has to offer. But if you do reject the world, and give yourself without reservation to the
Lord you will be rewarded with a relationship with Christ, and the assurance of eternity in His
presence. Really then it's no contest at all. Choose Christ.

Today we will look at the letter sent to the church in Thyatira.

S EC| Y= Wolof| 2t HAIS0| Cliok S5V RS TR0 QELIEE X[ 5 3= S0HOoHES, ARHLE
BP (20| Bl EXISE AhHEN, @52 SO wel0f| 2 RIS BZELCE 1 7H0)| X[=HFF0| CiE 3~
0[O I B 20| 2Ll EHXESLCE

HP 2= AL LIS ©F 24km ZOFT 710 A A0 I RRELIEE O8] 71K Ofr2 2SS0t
21 QRO EAIZIELIEE 200 ' S2F =R 1 AP0 T Ol == OI-[RIXI2H OFdo| =L k2 St
SIS 7RO USLIEL Chiet AR BY IR= O, E2f 15, Aelo| SHARKE #8E w2 RS
Cf

HPIR= 5 RGO LIFRIGLEL S8 SH2 Al D2 FRrEt HEse| AMElg Helot Sact 12523
00 OF =O0lo| RiE S 2101 P55 20t QREELIEE 1 ORY 292 Ol F=A IS LiTHR| XIS0] B R4S
LICE

Of =AIO] 7FS RECH 242 EARHOIRESLIEL 20 2 20| H= TARES 750K ARUEH| 22 LM (0(0]
UE EARHTO| 2 E ZiSLIEL THIRA FOIS Ll G 700k Q2 XS f= LIRS 2UF ot A
= e Bt 2 SEYSHE

O] AR AR 2o 0| RS S D2 =S =Y = ol= S0 & 7K 3 Ol H U
UELEE 50 O AR AlRfot Ol k0] ZO| P RIASLIEE MHLpKE 2K SHiE S0 AIRRESLHIEE
HPIE ARS2 "7 IOWEZFE 2fl O 72 fZ 50| ORI O] SAMR! RIS HolK| Bi= M2
FTE ShS HUELFE IREOIS2 IOIS| FH| B - SR, TR pA Siotol| ZITRIELE

TRPEOIZ0| ORIZS ZRE S W) Ol b I=7H 56t 0l B SRy | 2Lt X0 12|
A 20} MSS 9t Ofp] Fest ARIS0| QR TE0l= XIR0| Al O SRIIRAS Pigt AT} Olsiol
RIS HEIO] QRRSLIL ORfot ol SHi= B35 AFROI SIS M| TRIAE0ISS oI 0[R2 7|
70| RS Ot $120] OO 2t TPNEOISS OO ARI0] Sfsist ZRYR OFiLIEE Bt



The seven churches of Revelation — 5. The corrupt church — Sermon Notes Page 4
SOjH| 2iEH EHR[O| LIS 7 BISHH| ZiZ0F EZESL I,

Of TR = O~ RrLI0] 220|112 7R ASS ol ARKELIEE 6P M OlE2 2Fokl 22t
o 20| OFLIE} 20N AR O-EiRILIEL O 72 it oIS i Ofs welPt ZE 2ok 2
Zolk| 4= J20| kot ~E 2| 2 Z0RKE L

2101 OfFEPAME 52| RIS SEBIELIEL BV IR0 AfSil= H| e OfRiE0E S0k, 1521
CAEO[ OfF0]| SeORL ShRISHIEE 50| Mol 20| A FoUE Hol=A| 28 E=lop| 29
ZLi= SRILEE 2ITRIE el S ARS2 S52 K| R BiE =0 st

SRR = 20| eI ER2 RIQEELIEE 1Wio| Qo] Off ARRIS2 Micfit ERiE A Zal bt 52 Ml At
2 OiE2 P B = Rl Oult OIS} EfRidistInt 1150] A  of GPfl= 02 7IX| Ok H UE
7= UELEE OIS S0 BP0 201 AR - IRIS0| ZITH0H alats Aol HMIR. Jorh MMAIR| Bi2 o
B2 Ol 1 PEojM] OFOTRESLICE L FI0fi= RS0 20 2 oI Mig= B 107 IS HE == = o] [
2 0RO QRUSLIEE 2R 2HHOZ A0 KiES HiKfE A2 ARRIN] Hulz ExkaL [ 220
0O T 0 O 0 OO0 [, ARSI QoM HIPEEIS T ARAMA AIAS o o= Q| EIRELICE 1
2N 252 Efolo] 2 A 0]| EiMol= S d2iiiiE AR

CIE S| ERE QELICE Oft OS2 BIX| Qb= Xiof 2= Of OS2 S| HPSSLICE 3= O
2 O2fot ZIRI0f MRSl 5= £=0| ARISZ RESIISLICE X B 7= LEH ARS0RELICE o220 &
FOfH| Loft U= | MKt Rt O AR (1 HiHO| A=l HIRSKISLICT A2 nE= MAKIGK( S
0 OO0 OO0 . 2 0= =201E 27 (6RK| @40 2=t 2001p| O (A eivdo| BIZS
P = LIS 22 ZRORNSLICE EUEH2 OFSCR2 O ORISR 310iF O HAISS 326k Z=5101
Pt SHIE SIS F555LIEL Of= DR S8%I0 ARDRELICE 7 32t 22 01012 HES 4= QUIEL |
7P SHfEe| B2 HHES C= OIUQIEN = THOEl SRl 412 AIK| 40 EfESIO] Z0)| HESESLICE

Ol Aok &= 2 H&7= LSO IRELIEL XIHH0| ZIE=RER0| 0] ET0| R9%E 7 =X 8=t
| & o= SIELIE ONf: 20| HISERORISORIE ARILIEL | 722 Sif=e| 251 HedH ol 2ot

= H2 & (ZE RS A/t Uqks SZORELEE

Lol el =X H FAOIRIE = OfrE2 250| ZE BF0oPFeithl Bes| ZrssisiatH 2o 10
50| ASSHL 2PIoIX| GEECIE 0] @AM 10| Ho= 11 XS B okl Z4lLEt

> 4N

r

SIRIZHO| Bk = SR W K|Z B3I Mt EfioietE S55 7701 AlRS0M =212 <ol 7 |[H
ot REEHEE Mgtk Mol = AERI TiES 27 [ok= 20| Ofete] 22 o USHEL SKIZHMIE A7
SHl A Kk OPAGO[ HEECHH JRiAEelo| 2P F EEEn Tizo] @Rf QoA & ot HEii= &5
2 2 AR H Ofy e 2ev} Sist I JReS (RIS IR,

=2 FOICEwef| 24 HRIS Si=2EL T

Introduction

We turn today to look at the fourth of the seven letters sent to the churches in ancient Asia Minor.
Today we are travelling to the city of Thyatira. Here's an interesting thought to consider. The letter
to the church in Thyatira is the longest of the seven letters. But it's written to what was in John's day
the smallest and least important of the seven cities. The Roman historian Pliny dismissed it in the
following way,

“Thyatira and other unimportant communities.”
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Perhaps a little bit of a harsh assessment given what I will tell you shortly about the city. So let's
begin by putting together what we know about this city.

Unlike some of the cities we have looked at Thyatira was not a particularly ancient one. It came into
existence around the year 290 BC. Initially it was just a military outpost. As I will tell you shortly it
held a very useful strategic location. It was on the route that any invading army would take.
Therefore it was intended to give an early warning of any imminent attacks. This meant in practice
that the city was captured, destroyed and rebuilt several times. Thyatira, in Greek means "daughter."
The town was named in honour of the birth of King Seleucus I Nicator's daughter. The city still
exists but has undergone a name change.

Thyatira is known today as Akhisar a city with a population of around 200,000 people. Akhisar in
case you were wondering means a “white coloured castle.”

Ancient Thyatira was situated on the Hermus River approximately 61 km from Pergamos and 51
km from Sardis. It was strategically placed at the mouth of a long valley that connected the Hermus
and Caicus rivers.

A very important trade road ran along this route that connected Byzantium with Syria. This meant
that lots of traders and merchants passed through the city. However despite this the city never really
gained much of a reputation for trade. What it did develop was a reputation for manufacturing
goods. It was famous for its wool, leather goods, pottery, linen and also for a special purple dye that
the city produced.

Those of you with a good head for bible trivia might be reminded here of Lydia (Acts 16:11-15).
She holds the distinction of probably being the first of Paul's European converts to Christianity.
Paul encountered her in the city of Philippi but she was originally from Thyatira. She was just
visiting Philippi on business. Lydia was in the purple dye business. She produced the very valuable
dye that derived from one of two sources. It was either made from the the root of the madder plant,
or else from the Murex shellfish both of which could be found in the region around Thyatira. It
required 10,000 shellfish to produce just one gram of dye. This made it a VERY expensive
commodity.

In terms of its religious outlook the city as was common in the ancient world was polytheistic. It
had temples to all the most famous gods and goddesses such as Apollo and Artemis. The cities
guardian god was Tyrimmos who was associated with Apollo. Apollo as any authority on Greek
gods will tell you was the son of the chief god Zeus.

But by far the greatest religious attraction the city possessed was a Sibyl (a prophetess) called the
Sambathe. She acted much like the oracle in Delphi. People could come from great distances to visit
her in order to be told something useful about the future.

The city was not said to be particularly fanatical about emperor worship. So religion did not present
major difficulties for Christians here as it did in Pergamos.

However there was a major problem that did impact believers. The problem came from the guilds
that existed. Each of the numerous manufacturing trades that flourished in the city had their own
guild or union. It was said that the city boasted more trade guilds than any other Asian city.
Archaeological inscriptions discovered in the remains of the city mention guilds of wool-workers,
linen workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave
dealers, bronze-smiths and internet content creators. In order to work or operate in said trade one
had to be a member of the guild. So why you might ask was this a problem for Christians.

The problem was that the guilds were run along religious lines and their gatherings were usually
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hosted in pagan temples. The meetings would be conducted in the following way. First a glass of
wine was poured out as an offering to a pagan god. Then a meal would be shared part of which had
been presented as a sacrifice to an idol. Finally, after all the business was concluded an orgy would
take place. All those in attendance were expected to participate. To not attend, or to not participate
resulted in persecution. This as you can imagine made life very challenging for Christian workers.

With this useful background now in place we will be able to much better understand the letter sent
to Thyatira. Let's look at it now.
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18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine
brass:

The letter begins with the address to leader of the church in Thyatira. It is directed to “the angel” or
the pastor of the church. After the address we come next to the unique presentation of the Lord
Jesus. Here He introduces Himself as “the Son of God.” This is the only time this exact expression
appears in the Book of Revelation. To be described as “the son of someone of something” in the
ancient world meant that you had, or possessed the full nature or quality of that person or thing. So
this title underscores Christ's deity. Simply put it is affirming that Jesus is God. He possesses the
nature and qualities of God the Father. It is also underling how He will come to the church in
Thyatira. He will come as a divine judge.

It's also perhaps a little dig at the beliefs of the pagans living in Thyatira. They worshipped
Tyrimmos (Apollo) the “son of Zeus.” They pictured him on their city coins as a warrior riding a
horse and wielding a double-edged battle-axe in judgment. So perhaps Jesus is reminding them that
they are wasting their time being devoted to a system of gods invented by men (or demons). They
should instead pay attention to the words of the one true God. It will be Him, and not their gods
who ride into town to do the judging.

Jesus then describes Himself as one who has eyes “like a flame of fire and feet like fine brass.”
Both descriptions are taken from Revelation chapter 1 verses 14 and 15. The eyes of fire represent
two things. Firstly they signify Jesus's anger at what is happening in the church. We still today
describe someone as having eyes “burning with anger.” Secondly they underscore the penetrating
(all seeing) power of the Lord to see deception. We might think of them as being like x-ray eyes
able to discern the inner heart motivations of all the people in the church.

How important it is that we recognise this reality about Jesus. A church on the outside might appear
to be functioning well. It may seem to have a flourishing ministry. And yet Christ with His
penetrating judgement may see that all is not well. That there is something rotten hidden beneath
the surface. So let us never mistakenly think that our sin or wrongdoing is hidden from God.

The “feet of fine brass” describe a warrior's armoured feet. Christ's feet are clad in power and
splendour. They are also feet that come to trample and crush in judgement. Stomping feet that
smash evil and bring about purity. This description serves as a warning of what is to come for any
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church that provokes God's wrath.
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19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last
are more than the first.

As has been the pattern in previous letters Jesus begins with some words of praise or
commendation. There are clearly some good things to say about the church in Thyatira. That they
had truly experienced God's saving grace is evidenced through their good works. You will perhaps
notice the similarity between what Jesus says here and what He said to the Ephesian church. Let's
look at what Jesus says to the believers in Thyatira.

Firstly we read that the followers of Christ were loving. They had a passion (love) for both the
Lord, and for each other. They were eager get involved and serve. They were also faithful or
devoted to the church and to the gospel message. Finally, they exhibited patience or long-suffering.
These are all very admirable qualities. But there is a big difference between the church in Ephesus
and Thyatira. The believers in Ephesus had abandoned (lost) their first love. They were not as
loving as they had once been. This however was not the case in Thyatira. In fact their admirable
qualities had increased over time. They were growing, or getting better as they matured in faith.

This is how it should be for believers. As we make our steady, often slow progress along the road of
sanctification we should be becoming more, not less Christlike.
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20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and
eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and

she did not repent.

We come now to the strong rebuke. The church had much to commend it, but there was a VERY big
problem. The problem was a woman. A self-proclaimed prophetess no less. She is named here as
“Jezebel.” This might possibly have been her real name, but in all likelihood it is a pseudonym used
to compare her attitude and behaviour with the wicked queen from the Old Testament. We use
names and their associations in a similar way today. If I was to describe someone as being like
“Judas,” or being like “Hitler” you'd have a good idea of the kind of person I am describing.

Let me briefly remind you of the story of Jezebel. Jezebel was a Phoenician princess, the daughter
of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians. She became the wife of King Ahab of Israel. It was actually a
political marriage designed to unite these two nations. However it would have very profound
spiritual consequences for God's people. This is because Jezebel brought with her the worship of
Baal. She was ruthless and cunning and very quickly undermined the worship of Yahweh. Aided by
her wicked husband they together led the people away from the one true God. She also killed many
of God's prophets and sought unsuccessfully to kill the prophet Elijah. You can read her story in full
in 1%t and 2" Kings (1 Kings 18 - 21; 2 Kings 9).

So who was this “Jezebel” in Thyatira and what exactly was she doing? Some bible scholars believe
the “Jezebel” referred to here may have been the wife of the church's pastor. This might help
explain why she had assumed such a position of unchallenged power and authority within the
church. Whatever her exact role she was extremely influential. She was clearly an immoral and
ungodly influence on others, She willingly led others into sin.

Now, it is one thing to succumb to temptation and fall into sin yourself. But it is a far more serious
offence when a person encourages Christ's followers (His servants) to engage in sinful practices.
Such a person merits, and will receive the most severe punishment. This is what this woman was
doing. She was in a position to teach and seduce others into the grave sins of sexual immorality and
eating foods that had been sacrificed to idols.

Given the situation in Thyatira it seems likely that she was reassuring the men in the church that it
was okay to join the trade guilds and take part in their evil practices. It's also possible she even
joined in herself.

It terms of what she taught she may well have promoted a form of antinomianism that taught people
that God's grace gave you effective freedom to sin as you pleased. Or perhaps even worse that in
order to experience more of God's grace it was necessary to sin more. More sin results in more of
God's amazing grace. Whatever it was she taught it was having a disastrous effect upon the church.

In verse 21 we get a glimpse into God's amazing and generous grace. This wicked woman was
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given ample time to repent and turn from evil words and deeds. Had she done so God would have
shown her mercy. But regrettably she refused. She was drawn more to the dark than to the light. But
please note very carefully, she chose not to repent. You have no doubt heard people say that God is
“bad” for sending people to hell. The truth is that although God is the divine judge who oversees all
things it is people who send themselves to hell. In rejecting Christ's free offer of salvation and
refusing to repent they make the choice for themselves.

Let us read on and see what will become of this “Jezebel.”
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22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the
churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each
one of you according to your works.

Here we read what will become of this wicked prophetess. Interestingly this woman who
encouraged and perhaps engaged in fornication herself is to be thrown onto a bed and racked with
illness. Quite possibly a sexually transmitted disease. Sickness in the ancient world was often seen
as a just punishment for sin. Some think that the “sickness” and the “bed” referenced here are
actually symbols representing “death” and “hell.” So the real meaning here perhaps is that God is
going to strike this woman down and throw her into hell! Either way she will suffer severely for her
behaviour.

She will however not suffer alone. Those who allowed themselves to be seduced by her false
teachings, actively engaged with her, or did not try and stop her will also suffer. They will
experience God's tribulation or “pressure.” This means that God will punish these people as a way
of chastening them. They might not suffer death, but they may suffer physically, materially or
spiritually. They can stop, or avoid this chastening altogether if they turn humbly back to God and
repent. This very same principle applies to us today. If you want to avoid God's chastening of sin in
your life then confess and repent.

Another group within the church will not receive God's mercy. We read here that this prophetesses'
children will be killed. This is not a reference to her biological children. Rather it means her ardent
followers or supporters. She may have been teaching and promoting her lies for many years. It was
likely that she had developed a loyal following. It is these people that Jesus Himself will strike
down and kill. This is not Jesus being cruel or vindictive. He is instead preserving the integrity and
purity of the church. He will take whatever means are necessary to preserve it. That should be a
sobering thought for any church leader. This is Christ's church and He will defend it.

Ultimately however this will result in a positive outcome. What happens in Thyatira will be an
example for others. It will serve to remind people that Jesus is in full control. Not only is He in
control but He can also see into the hearts and minds of all people. Nothing can be hidden from His
penetrating gaze. Those that serve well and are obedient can expect a reward. Those that do evil,
even if it is not known by the world will face God's judgement.

As I often like to remind you believers are not saved through good deeds, nor do they in any way
work to "earn" their salvation (Titus 3:5). But their deeds, or their work on earth does influence the
eternal rewards they stand to gain in Heaven (1 Corinthians 3:14).

Let us continue.
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24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who
have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But
hold fast what you have till I come.

It is important for us to recognise that not all those in the church in Thyatira had swallowed
Jezebel's satanically inspired teachings. Jezebel and her followers were claiming that they were
digging deep and uncovering many “dark and mysterious secrets.” They could do this, at least they
believed because God was protecting them spiritually. They thought they could explore Satan's
realm and then just return and worship God. They were very much mistaken. But, not all had
bought into this lie. There were some who had remained faithful to the true gospel message.

This remains true today. Often when a church has issues or problems we tend to condemn the whole
institution. In reality however it may be a leadership issue, or just a small sect within the church that
is causing problems. So we need to be careful not to include everyone in a particular church or
denomination in our condemnation. There may be some who have fallen into sin but there will be
others (a remnant) who remained faithful. The Lord Jesus recognised this about the church in
Thyatira and highlights it here.

Jesus assures those who remained faithful that He will place no other burden upon them. The
Greek word for "burden" here is baros. It refers to a load that would slow down a runner in a race.
So simply put they will get to run the Christian race without any additional burdens or hindrances.

Jesus then instructs the faithful remnant in the church to cling to what they had. What you might ask
did they have? Well, as we saw before they had a number of good works; love, faith, service and
patient endurance (Rev 2:19). They also had the gospel message and the hope of eternal life in
God's presence. It would not be easy surrounded as they were by the dominant Satanic culture of
that region. But Jesus calls upon them to endure until He comes.

This same message remains in place for believers today. Christians in Nigeria, China, North Korea
and many other places face a very challenging existence. Every day they wake up knowing they
may face imprisonment, torture or death because of their faith in Jesus Christ. How do they go on in
such circumstances? By clinging tightly onto Christ and His promises.
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Let's conclude our study for today by looking at the following four verses.
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26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over

the nations. 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the
potter’s vessels’ as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning
star. 29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

Jesus promises to reward everyone who stays the distance and honours Him until the end. The word
“overcomes” in verse 26 is a translation of the Greek word nikon. It means to “conquer,”
"overcome," “prevail” or more simply “get the victory.” So Jesus will grant the “overcomer” a
position of authority over the nations. What does this mean?

According to Psalm 2 at some future time the nations of the world will unite in an effort to dethrone
God, but He will defeat them in His wrath and fury.

After defeating the rebels, He will place Jesus, the Messiah on the throne in Jerusalem and proclaim
Him king over all the earth. Matthew beautifully captures the scene in which Jesus comes to earth in
glory and all the nations assemble before Him for judgment (Matt 25:31-42). His earthly kingdom
will be glorious with unprecedented peace, prosperity, and holiness (Isaiah 9:6—7; 11:6-9; Micah
4:3—4; Zechariah 14:10, 20). During His reign over the nations, Jesus will grant believers the
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privilege of sharing in His rule (1 Corinthians 6:2; 2 Timothy 2:12). What a wonderful thought that
1s.

We then read about Jesus rule being like a “rod of iron” that will smash to pieces. There are two
images or concepts bound up in this description. In the first we are to think of the rod being the
shepherd's rod. An ancient shepherd used his rod to guide and marshal the sheep. It was a tool he
used to both protect and manage the flock. It could of course also be used to bring about order and
re-establish discipline.

The second image would have been well understood by the people of Thyatira. They had a thriving
pottery industry. A certain percentage of pots that were produced failed to meet the required
standard. They had cracks or were misshapen. They could not be sold and were effectively
worthless. So potters employed a boy and equipped him with an iron bar or rod. It was his job to
smash to pieces the defective pottery. So the take-away here is that Jesus, given authority to do so
by the Father will smash rebels and those who reject Him as easily as a potter's boy smashes the
worthless pots.

Finally, in verse 28 Jesus promises to give believers the “morning star.” There are a number of
differing views about what exactly He means here. I am most readily persuaded that Jesus here is
referring to Himself. Let me read to you from Revelation chapter 22.

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and
the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” (Rev 22:16)

The meaning then is as follows. Those who stand firm and cling tightly to Christ through all
adversity have the most amazing promise to look forward to. The gift that they will receive is Christ
Himself. They will get Jesus in all His fullness. The Christians in Thyatira lived in unimaginable
darkness. But one day they would be swallowed up by the light. The light of Jesus who arrives to
usher in the eternal day. We should not underestimate what a great comfort this news would have
been to these first century believers. They knew that even though they faced tremendous pressure
they were on Christ's side and would ultimately win.

The letter ends as they all do with the admonition to listen up and pay attention. Let me remind you
that how one hears the Word of God is extremely important. James tells us we should not simply
hear God's Word and immediately forget it. Instead, we are called upon to obey what we hear. The
hearer and doer of the Word, James declares, will be blessed in what he does (James 1:25). So listen
up and act where necessary.

Next time Lord willing we will look at the letter sent to Sardis.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's reading.
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1 God cares about the big and small

As I mentioned in my introduction Thyatira was a rather small and unimportant kind of place. A city
without much of a reputation in Asia Minor. Very much like Gunpo. The church there was also most
likely small, and to the rest of the world inconsequential. Christians in the ancient world would have
looked to the major churches of Jerusalem, Rome and Alexandria. And yet we find that God has not
overlooked this tiny and irrelevant place. They received the longest letter. Now we know that there
was a serious issue that needed to be addressed. But the point I'm making is that God cared about
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this small church and its congregation. He wasn't willing for any to be lost.

How reassuring that is especially for small churches and congregations just like ours. The Christian
world often judges churches by their size and significance. It's a massive church with thousands of
members it therefore must be a wonderful church that God really loves and has therefore blessed.
God of course does care about this large church. But He equally cares about the house church, or
the rural church with just a few loyal members. God loves every precious member of His family.
Let us be thankful and take comfort from the fact that God cares about both the big and the small.
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2 Confront and call out sin

I am sure you have heard the story that when they feel threatened or in danger ostriches will bury
their heads in the sand. Early naturalists thought that they were doing this in the belief that since
they could no longer see the predator it could no longer see them! We use this irrational behaviour
in a popular idiom to describe someone who refuses to confront or face up to a real problem. You
may be interested to learn that it's not true. Ostriches are fast runners and possess a powerful kick.
They don't need to bury their heads in the ground.

But this approach of trying to avert the eyes and not confront danger is I'm afraid prevalent in many
churches. Facing up to issues is just too challenging and difficult for many. Let's just look away, and
hope the issue goes away. You've probably heard the famous quote attributed to the Reverend
Charles F. Aked that goes;

“It has been said that for evil men to accomplish their purpose it is only necessary that
good men should do nothing.”

This beautifully encapsulates what was going on in Thyatira. There must have been some in that
church, probably there were many who knew that what “Jezebel” was teaching and doing was very
wrong. She should not have been given a platform on which to speak. And yet it seems that she was
allowed to continue. No one had the courage or conviction to speak up. What a sad state of affairs.
Good men did nothing and evil prevailed.

So let me be very clear. Jezebel was truly the person to blame. She would as we read face God's
wrath. But she would not be the only one to feel God's wrath. Those who participated with her,
followed her, supported her from afar or even just turned away and pretended that nothing was
wrong would equally face God's judgement. Unless they humbly repented of course. But often the
church today is little better than it was back then.

Think for example about how sexual abuse scandals have historically been treated in the church.
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They are deeply embarrassing and are therefore often swept under the carpet and only whispered
about. The same can be said for fraud and embezzlement scandals. People are aware of these
terrible abuses going on but choose to keep quiet. This is not how it should be. Think of the great
damage these scandals cause to the churches reputation. This damage is only magnified when
people learn that the abuses were known about and ignored for so long.

It is not easy to call out or confront sin. But it is the right thing to do. Let us pray that we have the
courage and conviction to carefully and lovingly call out sin if required.
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