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Seven signs — Sermon 7 — Sermon Notes
Title: “I can see it now”

Sixth sign: Sight to the blind
Scripture: John 9:1-12
Date preached: July 24th 2022

Scripture: John 9:1-12

1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked
Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should
be revealed in him. 4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is
coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and
He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.

8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not
this he who sat and begged?”

9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”

11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to
me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.”

12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?”

He said, “I do not know.”
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Review

Today we will be looking at the sixth of seven special signs performed by Jesus that John records in
his gospel. Last time we looked at Jesus' fifth miracle. It was the moment that Jesus walked across
the stormy Sea of Galilee to meet the disciples in the boat. Let us briefly recap some of the things
we discussed last time.
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This sign took place shortly after the feeding of the multitudes. As John tells us that sign caused
many to wonder who exactly Jesus was. Many concluded that Jesus was the one that Moses had
predicted would come. Moses had said that the one to come would be like him. Moses had been
both a political and military leader of God's people. Therefore many had similar expectations for the
Messiah. They desperately wanted a powerful leader who would lead them to independence against
their Roman oppressors. Therefore there arose a feeling among many of the people that Jesus
should be installed as king. The feeling was that He could lead them to victory against the Romans.
This of course was not why God had sent the Lord Jesus into the world. Jesus did not want this kind
of confrontation with the people and so He went off up into the mountains to be alone.

He had sent the disciples away and it seems as if they had arranged to meet later in Bethsaida. As
the day wore on Jesus had not come. The disciple therefore decide to travel by boat to Capernaum.
Jesus could meet them there. As darkness fell the disciples set off. They had not travelled far before
a fierce storm erupted. As I said last week the climatic conditions around the Sea of Galilee means
that it is prone to sudden violent storms. There can be surprisingly strong winds that come down
from the mountains unexpectedly. These can produce waves that can be up to two metres in height.

So we can imagine the disciples rowing hard as they battle against the wind and waves. Progress
was very slow, and despite being out on the lake for many hours they had only travelled three or
four miles. It is in this moment of exhaustion, frustration and possibly despair that they see a figure.
Not a figure on the shore but someone walking across the water in their direction. Their natural
response was fear. What could it be except a ghost or spirit. As the figure drew near the boat He
spoke and told them that He was Jesus. His actual words were, “It is 1.” As I said last week this is
the Greek expression ego eimi which literally means “I am.” On the one hand Jesus was telling
them not to be afraid because it was only Him. On the other hand He was reminding them, and us
that He was/is the great I am. The one and only eternal creator and sustainer God. The one in whom
all things rest. Therefore they had no reason for fear or concern. The disciples are no doubt
overjoyed that it is Jesus and take Him into the boat. We are then told that the boat immediately
reached it's destination. There are a number of ways this might be interpreted. My personal opinion
is that this was a second miraculous sign and Jesus instantly transported them to where they were

going.

As I have made a point of saying the signs were always performed with a purpose. Jesus did not
walk on the water as a stunt. He certainly didn't do it to show off or try to impress the disciples. He
did it to bolster the faith and courage of the disciples. Soon He would be leaving them and they
would face difficult times. They would be hunted and persecuted. When these hard times came they
would remember back to this moment on the water. They would remember that Jesus came to them
in their hour of need. He would always be there for them when they needed Him. The same of
course still applies to His followers today. The Lord Jesus is never far away.
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Introduction

We turn today to the sixth sign. As I noted back in my introduction Jesus is recorded performing
numerous signs and miracles in the gospels. These miracles are often divided up into different
categories. The largest category can be classified as “permanent disabilities healed.” Today's
miracle obviously slots into this category. Interestingly there are more accounts across the gospels
of Jesus giving sight to the blind than any other form of healing (see Matt. 9:27-31; 12:22-23;
15:30-31; 21:14; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46-52; Luke 7:21-22).

What is so significant about the giving of sight to the blind? Why would Jesus perform this sign
more than any other? Well in the Old Testament the giving of sight to the blind is associated with
God himself. We might think here of Exodus chapter 4 verse 11.

So the LoORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the
seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LOrRD?

The restoring of sight to the blind is also very importantly seen as a messianic activity. I think
particularly of Isaiah chapter 29 verse 18 and 35:5

In that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book, And the eyes of the blind shall see out of
obscurity and out of darkness. (Isaiah 29:18)
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Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
(Isaiah 35:5)

These verses talk about the great hope we have in restoration and reconciliation with God through
the work of the Messiah. It's not surprising then that the Lord Jesus Christ performs a number of
miracles restoring sight to the blind.
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Scene setting
Before we look at this sign let me set the scene. Following the feeding of the multitudes and the

walking on the water Jesus taught in Capernaum. Many found His teaching hard and left Him.
Despite this He continued to minister in the Galilee region. As the Feast of Tabernacles approaches
He is encouraged by His brothers to go into Judea. He initially rejects their ideas, but later goes up
in secret to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem He visits the temple and teaches there. This is where we find
Him in chapter 9.
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1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.

As Jesus is walking around, probably in the vicinity of the temple he sees a blind man. The temple
gates were a common place for beggars to congregate. In the ancient world (and still in many places
today) it was common to see people with disabilities begging in public places. There was no welfare
system in place and no meaningful way such people could be employed. The Jews generally were
sympathetic and charitable especially towards the blind. However to have to rely on the charity of
others through begging is both degrading and demeaning.

It also meant that the parents of a disabled child would always be burdened with their care even
when they were old. John tells that this particular man had been blind from birth.

I wanted to find out the figures for how many blind people there are in the world. I did some
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research online and found out on the World Health Organisation website the statistics for visually
impaired people around the world. Vision or lack of vision is measured across a wide spectrum. On
the one end of the spectrum we have mild vision impairment. People who have some vision but it is
marred or imperfect. On the other end of the spectrum we have complete blindness. People who live
in a world of darkness. According to the WHO's global statistics (Oct 2021) can you guess how
many people on the planet have some form of vision impairment? At least 2.2 billion people have
some form of vision impairment. I confess that I was shocked. What was even more shocking,
saddening really was that of these at least 1 billion of these people could have been helped if
medical treatment had been available. Be thankful that you live in a country that has excellent
medical care.

In our story today the man we are told had been blind from birth. Interestingly, this is in fact the
only miracle recorded in the Gospels in which the sufferer is said to have been afflicted from birth.
Why does John make a point of emphasising this? I can see two reasons. Firstly he emphasises this
because he does not want us to be under an illusion about the power of this miracle. On the
spectrum of visual impairment this man was at the extreme end. Jesus did not just come along and
help a man who had slightly blurry or unfocused vision. He would cure a man who had been
completely blind for perhaps forty years.

Secondly John is emphasising a deeper spiritual point. We are all born spiritually blind. We are all
surrounded and consumed by the darkness of spiritual death. Our vision of what is real and true is
only restored when we fully and completely encounter the light and illumination of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Let us read on.
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2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”

How do you feel when you see a crippled beggar on the streets? Sadly as you walk around the
streets of Anyang or other Korean cities you will at times encounter people dragging themselves
along the pavement. I'm sure that when you see such people you feel great sympathy. Perhaps you
wish you could help them get out of this begging lifestyle.

Probably you do not do what the disciples did here. They saw this blind man as an opportunity for a
theological debate. In effect they saw the man as puzzle or riddle to be solved. Jesus saw him
correctly, as a suffering man who needed help.

Let us then look at what the disciples asked Jesus. They assumed as did all the Jews of their day that
sin and suffering were connected. In one way they were correct. When Adam and Eve sinned the
consequence was a fallen and now damaged world. Why does cancer exist? Why do we age and
deteriorate? Why do we suffer with dementia or arthritis? The answer is because human beings
sinned. Sin does bring divine punishment (Exodus 20:4). So looking at the big picture there is a
connection between sin and suffering.

However what they wanted to know was whether this man's suffering came about because he or his
parents had sinned. In other words, was it possible to connect his blindness to one specific sin.

Now biblically speaking a specific illness or suffering can be the consequence of a particular sin.
But, and this point is very important. To claim that every sickness or illness is connected to a
particular sin is to go beyond what the bible teaches. It is not something that as human beings we
can accurately observe or judge. So I would strongly caution against making ever claims that
someone's sickness came about as direct cause of a particular sin.

We should never forget that we are all wicked sinners who but for God's grace would face death for
our sins. Let's see how Jesus responds to the disciples question.
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3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should
be revealed in him. 4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is
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coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

Jesus' answer is that neither this man or His parents sinned. We know of course that they were
sinners. All human beings are born and live with an inherited sin nature. But what Jesus means here
is that there was no particular sin that resulted in this man's blindness. Or we might understand
Jesus as saying here, “I'm not here right now to answer such questions. I'm here to do God's work.”
This was because God was about to use this man's suffering as an opportunity to manifest His glory.

We should not understand this to mean that God made this man suffer blindness for years so that the
cure might reveal his greatness. This is how Pastor John MacArthur describes what is going on
here.

“The purpose of the man's blindness is to reveal the miraculous power of God through the Son of
God to substantiate His claims to be the Messiah.”

So Jesus is about to perform an amazing sign that will demonstrate to all people that He is the
creator God.

Jesus then goes on to remind the disciples that He was sent to earth to do God's works. It's fine to
spend time have theological discussions but actually doing God's work beats just talking about it.
Jesus knew what He had been sent to do. God sent Jesus to be the light of the world. To shine the
light of truth to those who lived in darkness. The time that He spent on earth, especially His time of
public ministry was short. There was much for Him to do in the “day” or period of His earthly
ministry. Soon He would return to the Father and the light of His immediate presence would depart.

It serves as a good reminder to us that we are called to work in the time given us. We too often get
caught up in talk and meetings when actually doing things would be more profitable. Remember we
have finite amount of time to serve God and further His kingdom. Let's use the time we have
wisely. Let's move on to examine the miracle itself.
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6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and
He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.
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The question most often asked after reading this verse is why Jesus healed the man in this particular
way. You might read many possible explanations, every bible teacher or commentator has their own
particular favourite. As I prepared for this I read at least eight different explanations. However the
truth is that we are not told why Jesus healed the man in this way. The gospel writers record Jesus
healing in a variety of ways. When he healed the deaf man in the Decapolis Jesus applied His saliva
directly to the man's eyes (Mark 7:33). He followed this same procedure when He healed the blind
man near Bethsaida (Mark 8:23). In the case of blind Bartimaeus, Jesus simply healed with a word
(Mark 10:46-52). So why here did He spit into the dust and rub the mud on the man's eyes.

Let me give you some reasons for why Jesus may have chosen to heal in this way. Possibly it is
intended to be seen as a connection to creation. God made man out of the dust of the ground. Here
Jesus used mud to create missing eyes. Maybe Jesus used mud to demonstrate that something
seemingly worthless (dust) can be used in mighty ways. There was also the belief in the ancient
world that the saliva of a distinguished person had special properties. I'm open to any offers for a
cup of my saliva!

Perhaps Jesus healed in this way so that the man felt Him working and this boosted his faith.
Another possibility is that Jesus made the mud (worked) which was not permitted on the Sabbath so
as to provoke a discussion or confrontation with the Jewish authorities. It's highly likely that Jesus
varied His healing ways so that people would not think that the method was more important than
the man performing the miracles. As I said we do not know for sure which if any of these apply.
Lets read on.
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7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went
and washed, and came back seeing.

Jesus then instructed the blind man to go to the pool of Siloam and wash the mud off his eyes. This
pool was located in south-east Jerusalem. Note here that John makes a purpose of telling us that the
translation of the pool's name means “sent.” What's the significance? Well remember John's mission
is to persuade his readers that Jesus is divine. That He is the Messiah the Christ. So he is
emphasising here that Jesus was the one “sent” by God. When the man washed his face in the
waters he found that he could see. Let's find out the effect the healing had on the man's neighbours.
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8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not
this he who sat and begged?” 9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”

He said, “I am he.” 10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”

As I said in my introduction in the ancient world disabled people were usually reduced to begging.
There was no other way for them to survive. This means this man's neighbours had grown used to
seeing him begging and being in a generally miserable condition. Therefore to see him now walking
around and able to see must have been incredibly shocking. Some concluded, perhaps reasonably
that this could not be the same man. After all people born blind do not suddenly after 40 years
recover their sight. It must be another man who just looks similar. Some were convinced that it was
the same man. They naturally want to know how this amazing thing came to be. Let's read on.
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11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to
me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.”

12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”

The man here gives an accurate summary of what had taken place. He did not know how it had
happened, so he just states the facts. Also at this stage he knew very little about Jesus. All he knew
was His name. His neighbours are naturally very curious. They want to meet a person who is able to
do such amazing things. As I have said before the signs were always performed with a purpose.
They were designed to make people ask questions and look beyond the miracle to what it revealed
about the one doing the miracle.

The story does not end here. The man would later be interrogated by the Pharisees and after being
questioned he would be thrown out or excommunicated from the temple. Following this he again
meets Jesus and believes that He is the Messiah. This really was the greatest day of his life. His
blindness was cured and then he really met the savior and earned the gift of eternal life. I encourage
you to read all of John chapter 9 for yourselves.

0P| U= ERHE LO{h 20]| Cioh ‘S=io @9t MseiIt = Of#A| &l LRR| =2 Akl TERiEt-It
EE0H O] TP = OffE01| Tl Of= Z30] 2| BiRESHIEE 17} Ok 242 19| OIF=0IREELIEE 12| OfR
=2 A6 27 |0 BEELEE 352 O3 =22 25 g4 s ARS TR HORILIEE LIPHE0| 20|
HY2 ot SRS 7 ARl OS2 AIRIEE 5108 22 okl 7 L0 7 RS Aok ARl Chol



Seven signs: Sermon 7 — Sermon notes Page 10

AMEl ZE EA| Sl== QIR REELIEL 0P = O M 21K BiELIEE AR LISO BEWRIZS| oEE
R0 MRS B2 20| FHOM AP RS IRisHF 1= 2= T OfES 2i-F1 7 HOHAOKRIE
TSLIEL OP2 "S2= 19| QH0liM 71 PHieH 20IRELIEE = 23S X2t 22 7575 | e
=S BUELE Li= O2t20| 89589 82 27 815 28 2t

——10

Things to think about
I have four comments to make on today's passage.

1 Jesus notices and cares for the weakest of us

As I noted before a huge number of people around the world suffer with some form of eye
impairment. What was even more shocking was the fact that many of these could have been helped.
Sadly in many places around the world the sick or disabled are ignored and forgotten. Certainly in
the ancient world such people were looked down upon and often despised. But not to our Lord and
saviour. Jesus saw and had compassion on this man. His disciples saw the man as a riddle to be
solved. Jesus saw the man as someone to love and care for. That should be a great comfort to us. No
matter how insignificant we are in the world we are important and special to God. He looks upon us
as special people whom He loves and cares for. Also it reminds us that we too should look out and
care for those despised and cast out by the world. The sick and disabled are also made in God's
image. They deserve our love and care.
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2 God works on His time not ours

The blind man had been in this condition for many years. No doubt he believed he would die as a
blind man. God of course had other plans for him. He had to wait a long time but God had not
forgotten him. The man's story reminds us of two things. Firstly that hardships and difficulties are
part of the human condition. Even followers of Christ suffer and face troubles. Secondly it reminds
us that God had his own timetable. God's timetable is not our timetable. He is not obliged to do
things when we want him to. He may, in His wisdom choose not to answer our prayer in the way we
want. Let us remember these things when times are hard.
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3 We must work in the time we are given

In some cultures around the world they speak of doing something “tomorrow.” Why work or
struggle today, let's do it tomorrow. It's actually an excuse for being lazy. The truth is that tomorrow
never comes. As followers of Christ we have no guarantee of a future. We have just the here and
now. We could be called home at any moment. That is why we are to always be active and engaged.
God has given us a limited amount of time in which to work. So don't put off until tomorrow
(never) the things that need to be done today. That person in the office or your neighbour needs to
hear the gospel today. Tomorrow may be too late.
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4 We must be the light of the world
I come from an island nation and all around the coast we have lighthouses. Lighthouses possess

powerful lamps that shine brightly into the darkness. The reason a lighthouse has a powerful beam
is to warn passing ships of rocks or other dangers. If it had just a candle then ships would not notice
it and there would be wrecks. As Christians, we are to be a light for the very same reason. Our lights
are intended to warn people of the dangers they face living in a world without Christ.

The question I have for you today is this. How powerful is your light? The sad truth is that most
Christians possess barely flickering lights. They hardly illuminate the world in their near vicinity,
never mind their broader community or the wider world. We are called to be salt and light in this
world. To be different, and to be noticeably different. This is not an easy thing. Today, to stand out
is to risk being mocked or even attacked. However a lighthouse needs a bright light in order to save
lives. Let us then seek to be bright lights in this world.
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