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Scripture: John 6:1-14

1 After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 Then a
great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on those who
were diseased. 3 And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.

4 Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. S Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing
a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that
these may eat?” 6 But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.

7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that
every one of them may have a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what
are they among so many?”

10 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So
the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when
He had given thanks He distributed #them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting
down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 So when they were filled, He said
to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost.” 13 Therefore
they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves
which were left over by those who had eaten. 14 Then those men, when they had seen the sign
that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”
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Review
Last time we looked at Jesus' third miracle. It was of course the healing of the lame or paralysed
man at the pool. Let us very briefly review what happened.
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Jesus had travelled from the region of Galilee up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish feasts. Under
the law of Moses Jewish men were expected to attend in person three feast during the year. John
does not tell us which particular feast this was. Whilst in Jerusalem Jesus visited the pool of
Bethesda. This was a popular washing, bathing and swimming pool located just north of the temple
and Antonio Fortress. It also had a reputation for being a place in which amazing healings took
place. The belief was that at certain times an angel stirred the waters and then whoever got into the
waters first would be healed. Some claim that this was just a superstition or a legend, but as I said
last week reason and logic tells us otherwise. Ancient people were not stupid. No one would visit a
place for healing in which no one ever received healing. So it is my belief that God through His
grace was at times using this pool to heal those with faith.

One such man hoping for a miraculous healing was the lame man. He had been an invalid for 38
years. He had come along with many other sick people to the pool in the hopes of being healed. The
problem he had however was that his impairment made him slow. Once the waters were stirred, or
the underground spring bubbled up he couldn't get to the waters before other people. Jesus
approached him and knew supernaturally about his condition. He asked the man if he wanted to be
made well. Instead of answering plainly the man launched into a series of reasons why he had not
been healed. Jesus resolved the issue once and for all by telling the man to, “Rise, take up your bed
and walk.” the man instantly rose to his feet. His muscles, that for so long had been unused were
made strong. When the Lord Jesus heals it is full and complete.

Following the healing Jesus departs and the healed man is approached by the Jewish authorities. We
might imagine that they are amazed and astounded by this miracle. We might think that they want to
examine the healed man and praise God for His grace. Sadly this was not what they wanted to do.
They were more concerned that their man-made laws regarding the Sabbath had been violated.
They wanted to find the man who had dared to heal on the Sabbath and commanded another man to
carry his bed. The healed man does not know Jesus identity.

Later Jesus finds the man and cautions him about again falling into sin. The implication of Jesus'
words are that this man's' condition came about as a result of his sin. As I said last time this is not
always the case. We should be careful, and not assume that every sickness or ailment is a result of
sin. After Jesus departed the man went and told the authorities that it was Jesus who had healed him.
How hard hearted and ungrateful he was.

The miracle reminds us of several important things. Firstly that God is sovereign over all things.
Nothing is impossible for God to accomplish. Secondly it reminds us that time is no limitation to
God's power. Perhaps the lame man after 38 years thought he would never be restored to health. But
God can work at any time to bring healing or restoration. Thirdly it reminds us of our dependence
on Christ. We might take all the steps we think are necessary but without Christ we are nothing.
Finally it reminds us that Christ is the giver of life. Without Him we are lost and dead in our sins.

Today we turn our attention to the fourth sign; Jesus feeding the multitudes. Incidently this is the
only miracle that is recorded in all four gospels.

A A7k el g A WA 71 4S Btk TR e BE 2ol 4 Aol
FEPAE DAL Ao AHUTE £ Aol A=A o} LEsHA Ao nAF . o
F9e o) @7) F e A 2™ AGAA A FAW O o PR Th mA )
ol e o) BRHES o do) A e A A FAoF BTk 8FE o)
Zo] ofel BT HAA S-eol A W @ik el & o Ao AN B



Seven signs: Sermon 5: Sermon notes Page 3

H g At 58 WS S U T o] A2 AR} Antonio Fortress 2] HFE 520 9] X] 3 21 7]
A= AlE 58 B ol FUT mebe A H7F dojus o2 E FHE ST o
Wi HAAY £ A YA WA B S0 Aol UE Aolghe WEo] AAHFY
ot oW AMEEE o] A o] ©H| m|alolnt ;q"qo]‘j)rﬂ FASAI N Xk Frol] o] o] A
Y =g 29X gva YT gl 5 R ol dF YT ol = A bR X

A 5’7

A}

ol

@ A5 G e @ AU A e 2ol el v o @k
& A1Esil ol Al 4yee Aasun e 3 A%E vk 2]
]_

rr
>~

3 A} o] ;g%:mo]gagqu} 213 38 Sk Aeolel dF Yt e Wl
e T8 02 R e A S B el e el ol A7) B Bl

2 98 LARE AYdT Eo) A4 13 gol BAE Ae g Een U 2

5012 4 YU ol & A Bk 9] g 2AR1q 02 oz,
D el 5155 e B o A B Sl A o o o
Qe o) ol s BAGUL, A5HE 1 AgelA] "ol vl Aol B ol 7}
B mshd om o A el s AshiUTh B 24 AelelA elejmin
©RF AHEIA BRE 19 2o FARTUL F AFAN 1A ] AR S
shal eAFUTh W 23 Fol oA HibA 3 2L we Aol fo Fol o
hgUh -2t o] o] VAo Heka WS Aeletn 43T 5

mE

ﬂll

5 Qg el
Sl AL W AR AT shbdel Saol ta AFs S Avrha Y2
& UG SR AL 1] fakis Ao) o Ag e, e el 1
59 AFHQ Wol AWEHE AL o APtk 5L AN Aol 8] P LA 0
e Aol e A4 ol R e B QA e e E e

AR o] A m LT U] a5 2 A Sho v o] 4
= Aaa Ut dd e wae] §5e of Alge] AE7} o] Ho| Anw AT

= ﬁ A ek Ak Al kel E35ol f%“& T AZ opd Tt -2l Ao 5t B
Arolut drgo] o] Axtetar 7}7“‘5}X1 @otof Syt a5 Wkl $eof] 1 Apgo)
7 AAAEE Ol Al aLste] A7]E AR A o] = dlaEehar Eehy e vhE-o] At ghars)
Al gAte & EEUh 7182 el B2 7 T et AME S A s U A, skt
g =9 ﬂx}ol/\lr/} st Al ol 4 4 gl A2 syt 24, Al st
Ho] Tl Aol §lee BVIAAFT U ofvhis 381 d o] Xk 1 AE o= Aale] A
2 A%E BEd g gle Aol A4S Adunh 28y shubd 2 A A5
7P L7 A8 AAl=A At = sy Al HAR T2 Jg i B 529
&S B7IANAYY 2= Zastral AZshs Be 2AE AY ¢ AN g ae
7heled -2l obF AR obd Utk vt o' AL TP AN AT ] gro] &}
AS FEAA A7IANA S 2o gled g-8= 2] H b HA AS o =
o hF U &5 F-dl= vl HA F4 o FoE 7+ O‘Hﬁ‘r T2 E YolAl= Agd. |
oA o] A AR A Bl Vs A 71 Ay

1 After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.

We pick up the action after an undisclosed period of time has passed. Jesus had left Judea and
travelled back up to Galilee. As I have said before John was very selective in His recording of the
life of Jesus. There are many events that he did not include. We can read about some of these events
in the other gospels. We know for example that during this time Jesus preached the sermon on the
mount (Matt 5-7) and gave the parables of the Kingdom (Matt 13).

We are told here that Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee. This means that he travelled from the west
coast (the largely Jewish area) to the east coast (the largely gentile area). The body of water that
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today we most often call the Sea of Galilee has had several names throughout history. In Old
Testament times it was called Kinnereth. This is the Hebrew word for harp and this reflects that the
lake is harp shaped. Later it was also known as the Lake of Gennesaret. In 20 AD Herod Antipas
began building a city on the western shore. He named the city Tiberias after the Roman Emperor at
the time; Tiberius Caesar Augustus (ruled 15-35 AD). Over time the lake began to be known as the
Sea of Tiberias. Probably it took some time for common people to use this name, but remember
John's gospel was the last to be written. It was written towards the end of the first century when it
seems that most people called the lake the Sea of Tiberias. Now that we have set the scene let us
move on.
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2 Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on
those who were diseased. 3 And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His
disciples.

We read here about the crowds reaction to Jesus. Jesus had wanted to get away and rest but the
crowds continued to flock after Him. We might imagine that some were drawn to His words and
teaching. Here after all was a man who spoke like no other rabbi had ever spoken before. However
the vast majority were there for the spectacle. They wanted to see the signs and miracles. John has
not included them in his account but it seems that Jesus was continually healing the sick and
diseased as He travelled around.

At one point John tells us that Jesus went up on the mountain. Clearly He wanted some time to rest,
recuperate and be in prayer with His disciples. He had recently received the news that John the
baptist had been beheaded. This news would have greatly upset Him.

Only John tells us that this sign took place on a mountain. Today this area is known as the Golan
Heights. I had the pleasure of visiting this area when I visited the Holy Land. It is a stunningly
beautiful part of Israel.

So let us picture this scene. Jesus on this beautiful grassy mountain surrounded by His disciples. Let
us see what happens next.
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4 Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.

John is the only gospel writer to tell us that these events took place around the Passover. This is
John's second mention of the Passover. The first you will remember was when Jesus went to
Jerusalem and cleared the temple (John 2). Hopefully you remember me saying that when John
specified the particular feast it was because it had some connection to the sign or miracle. This is
certainly the case here.

Passover is a celebration of the Jewish exodus from Egypt. It is held on the fifteenth day of the
month of Nisan, the first month of spring. It was, and still is a time for God's people to remember
how God has blessed and provided for them. Firstly, they remember God's mercy in sparing the
lives of their firstborn whilst still in Egypt. Secondly they recollect how God provided for their
needs during the 40 years of wilderness wanderings. The manna or “bread” God provided in the
desert gave sustenance on a temporary basis. It was not designed to provide all that the people
needed for all time. It was then a foreshadowing of a future time when God would fully provide for
His people's needs. It was looking ahead to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the bread of
life. Those who feast on Him are fully sustained forever. Let us read on.

S3- o3 A EO] F9H ATl olurh ol B KU B2 72
Ytk o5 e agko] FAM el F WA AFE AAUT Y WA 7108 AL o
AN Ao Eebr} g E AEohd GG 2 ) ol SH A
715 WANE W 0] TA I 714 o] Q7] Wolehi wak AL 7]o)57]
ST o) A e S8 ofvo) ST R e o) o f e gEw A
& 71dshe AUk 1R ol A WA 29 e 15 Ao AGFUT 1AL 3
tdel Wge] s A g ol F s Ba Ak sola el
P AFE THEUTE S, 25 obs ol FEe gl Sol 419 S el Fa

SHpde] 2 1o T MR 15 404 Bare] Yok W 7|1 Bat shiy
AN a5 Beg ofgi sl FHEAE 71k shbd o] Fopol A TR

Ao m FAS AFAFUT 2R Atd 5ol A e = o]—%j nE

A= Zﬂ o}#% AAEA FksUT 2= shud AN FAle] WMol de s SE9

ek v AlZhel thih ol FAF U 2R WAoF & F ol A AES HiEtE

= Aol gtk oy & ARe) Wol Utk Re FE3 Hohs AuES U5 9

3l AR A% ol BA,

5 Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to

Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” 6 But this He said to test him, for He
Himself knew what He would do.
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Jesus' peace and quiet was not destined to last for long. In the distance he sees a large crowd of
people approaching. Our Lord never tired of ministering to people. Perhaps in His human flesh He
wearied, but He knew that His time of ministry was short. He had much to accomplish in a short
span of time.

His concern here, in this isolated place as the day drew to a close was how these people would be
fed. Of course we should not read this verse and think that Jesus was puzzled or confused. As
though He had no idea how to solve this problem. He knew exactly what He was going to do. He is
not only going to perform an amazing sign but also use it as a teaching opportunity for His
disciples. Jesus then directs a test question to Philip. The question is where it would be possible to
buy bread for all the people.

Why did Jesus direct His question to Philip? Well Philip's home town was Bethsaida (John 1:44).
This was probably the closet town. Philip was a local, this meant he would know where the nearest
“Paris Baguette” was located.

How was this a test for Philip? Well Philip had already seen Jesus do many amazing things. So
perhaps Jesus wants to see how Philip will respond. Or maybe Jesus just wants to highlight the
magnitude of the problem so that when He solves it it will appear even more impressive. Let's see
how Philip responds.
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7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that
every one of them may have a little.”
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Philip gives a very practical answer. The problem from his perspective has two parts that need to be
resolved. Firstly, that they would need a great deal of money to buy the bread needed. His estimate
is that they would need at least two hundred denarii. A denarius was a day's pay for a common
working man. So 200 denarii represents about 8 months of work. Even this huge amount of money
would only provide each person with a little.

Secondly where would they find a place that had such a large quantity of bread for sale. There were
no such things as giant bakeries or chain bakery stores in those days.

Philip's answer is I suppose the natural way we think about things. We put everything into financial
terms. But the danger with this kind of thinking, especially when it comes to Kingdom work is that
we can impose human limits on what God can do. We might say things like, it would be great to
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expand the children's ministry but we can't afford to. Or we could send a missionary out into the
countryside but how ever will be afford to provide for their needs?

We might try instead to trust God and rely upon Him to provide what is needed.
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8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who
has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?”

Here we have Andrew speaking up. He has found a small boy who has brought his picnic with him.
It was a meagre meal indeed. Five “loaves,” most probably round flat biscuit like cakes, and two
small most likely pickled fish. Barley was a simple food, the food of the poor. Andrew seems almost
embarrassed about speaking up. What good is such a meagre amount of food amongst so many. God
as we know often delights in taking small, unimportant things and magnifying them greatly. Let's
see what happens.
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10 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So
the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when He
had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down;
and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted.

Jesus in now ready to carry out His plan. As is usual with the Lord there is no great fanfare or
calling people's attention to what is to be done. Human beings often like to show off and be the
centre of attention. Not so our Lord. There was no magic words or waving about of hands. He
simply told the disciples to sit the people down. It was a nice grassy area. The perfect spot for a
picnic. Maybe Jesus got them to sit down to stop them rushing forward when they knew that food
was available. I think it shows us that Jesus was fully in control and knew exactly what He was
doing. John tells us that this crowd comprised 5000 men. This was the customary way that crowds
were numbered in those days. It means of course that there were far more than 5000 people present.
Perhaps a figure of between 8 to 12 thousand.

Then Jesus took the barley loaves and two small fish and gave thanks to God for them. A common
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form of Jewish thanksgiving went as follows;
“Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who bringest forth bread from the earth.”

Perhaps these were the words Jesus used or something very similar. This prayer of thanks should
serve as a good example to us. We should always acknowledge and be thankful to God who
provides all we need. All that we have comes through His grace. How often do we sit down to enjoy
some delicious food and neglect to thank God for His goodness.

As I was putting this sermon together I tried to imagine the scene. Clearly the multiplication of the
bread and fishes took place whilst Jesus thanked the Father. I want to speak for a moment on how
some liberal scholars understand what took place here. Liberal scholars are very uncomfortable with
the supernatural elements of the bible. They would like to explain them away with rational
explanations. So what do they say about Jesus feeding the multitudes?

There are a number of answers they give. One of these is that this was a miracle that took place in
people's hearts. The people had food but were selfishly keeping it to themselves.

When they heard Jesus words they felt compelled to share with one another and everyone got to eat.
Naturally the details of the story make this seem highly unlikely. It would hardly come across to the
people as a great miracle if they simply shared their “kimbap” with their neighbours.

Another way they try to explain away this miracle is to say that it should be seen as a sacramental
meal, rather like the Lord's supper. Each person got just a tiny bit to eat. Again the evidence John
gives makes this idea seem nonsense. The people would have gone away hungry and unimpressed.

The truth is that this was simply a miracle. Something only God could do. Imagine what a thing it
would have been to witness. The disciples coming forward and taking the food and then giving it
out to the people. Perhaps some harboured doubts that this small supply would feed all these people.
But the supplies never diminished, more and more appeared to be distributed. John emphasises this
point. There was not just a small amount for each person. In reality each person ate as much as they
wanted. John wants us to appreciate the extravagance of God's grace. Let's see what happens next.
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12 So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain,
so that nothing is lost.” 13 Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.

John provides some extra detail here in verse 12 to emphasis the amazing nature of this miracle.
After everyone had eaten their fill there was still plenty left over.

We are not talking about crumbs here but large pieces of bread that Jesus had torn apart. God gives
us much but He does not want us to be wasteful. Therefore Jesus wanted to gather up the remains.
These were gathered up by the disciples in twelve baskets. So at the end there was more than what
they began with. What happened to these remains? We are not told but I think we can safely assume
that they were used to help the poor and hungry. Is there some significance with their being 12
baskets? Some may argue that it simply reflects that the 12 disciples were collecting the remains.
However I think it is significant. All four gospels highlight the number. The significance it as
follows, Jesus has enough to supply the needs of the 12 tribes of Israel. They sought a savior, or
someone to provide what they needed and here He was. The one sent to provide for all their needs.
Let us finish up by seeing how the story concludes.
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14 Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the
Prophet who is to come into the world.”

As I have said many times the signs were always performed with a purpose. Jesus didn't multiply
the loaves and fishes simply to feed hungry people. He did it to make them sit up and ask questions.
Who could possibly take five loaves and two fish and turn them into such bounty? Only God could
do such a thing. So those who have witnessed this miracle think about it and come to a logical and
reasonable conclusion. Namely that this must be the prophet that Moses had predicted would come
into the world. The reference here is to chapter 18 of Deuteronomy. In this chapter Moses talks
about God promising to provide a prophet like Moses. No doubt many at the time made the
connection between Moses providing manna in the wilderness and Jesus providing bread in an
isolated place. Sadly many in the crowd were not following Jesus because they wanted to hear
God's revelation to His people. They were more interested in the bread. They wanted what Jesus
provided but they didn't want Him.

It is easy for us to be critical of these people, but aren't we often just like them. Don't we just want
Jesus for what He can give us. Our calling is to love Jesus for who He is. He is our Lord and our
God.

We are to love, follow and obey Him with no expectation of receiving anything expect His free gift
of salvation. That gift which He secured through His sacrifice for us on the cross is available to all
who confess, repent and put their faith in Him alone for salvation. He truly was the one God sent to
save His people.
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Things to think about
I have four comments to make on today's passage.
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1 Are we generous with God's blessings?
Human beings can at times be a little sparing, or at times selfish and mean when it comes to giving

to others. I'm sure we can all think of people who are not very generous with their time, money or
possessions.

Sometimes these people can be quite well of financially. You have probably heard the expression
that says rich people are rich because they are very careful with their money. The boy in today's
story had a meagre meal with him. Probably, after a long day of walking he was looking forward to
eating the loaves and fishes. But when Jesus asked him to give it up he willingly did so. He gave it
all up and held nothing back. So my challenge for you today is to think how you can bless others
with what God has gifted you. No matter how much or little we have we can do good, and please
God with our generous hearts.
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2 Jesus works through His disciples

Jesus could have done today's miracle in any way He desired. He could have snapped His fingers
and a plate of food could have appeared in front of every person. He could have had the bread fly
through the air into the people's hands. The reality was that He chose to work through His disciples.
They distributed the bread to the seated people. God still chooses to work through His followers
today. He does not need us, but He delights to work through us. All it requires is our willing
obedience. Let us think how we can further God's Kingdom today.
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3 Always be thankful

The New Testament is full of people thanking God before meals. What a good and healthy practice
this is. It is right and proper that we thank God each and every day for His kindness and mercy
towards us. It also means at times realising how greatly blessed we are. I can think about people
who moan that they do not live in a bigger apartment or have a newer car. Let me remind you that
according to a 2018 World Bank study 3.4 billion people struggle to meet basic needs. That means
almost half of the world's population does not have the plenty that we enjoy. Compared to them we
are incredibly rich. Let us then always be thankful for God's blessings.
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4 Trust that God can use whatever we give in mighty ways

We are all guilty at times of putting limits on God. We think that our small church cannot grow or
have an impact on our community. Or that the small amount we can give to missionary groups isn't
really helping them much. But the truth is that God simply wants willing and joyful givers. He can
take whatever is given and use it in might ways. Let us then we careful not to limit God or allow our
negative human thinking to dampen our enthusiasm.
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