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Title: “The joyful wedding”

Scripture: John 2:1-11
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Scripture: John 2:1-11

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 And when they ran
out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not
yet come.”

5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do i.”

6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of
the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out
now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took iz. 9 When the master of the feast
had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

10 And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the
guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”

11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His
disciples believed in Him.
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Introduction

I remember attending my first Korean wedding. It was the wedding of one of my wife's friends.
Neither the bride nor groom were Christians so the wedding took place as do many Korean
weddings at a wedding hall. I had no idea what to expect. I suppose I expected it to be similar to
weddings in the UK. How wrong I was. The first things that shocked me was the speed of the actual
wedding ceremony. In the UK the wedding ceremony is the focal point of the day. The families
have spent a lot of time arranging the service, decorating the church and having all the people
beautifully dressed. The marriage service itself contains songs, often a scripture reading, a sermon
as well as the exchanging of marriage vows and the all important kiss. Many, but not all marriages




Seven signs: Sermon 2 — Sermon notes Page 2

in the UK take place in a church. Even if the participants are not believers they want to enjoy the
whole church experience. The church service will go on for about an hour before the formal
reception begins. In Korea the marriage ceremony lasted for less than 15 minutes. During this time I
looked around and almost no one was paying attention. They were fiddling about or quietly chatting
to one another. I was a little shocked. Here were two people making a life time commitment to one
another and very few people seemed interested. I later found out that they were all thinking about
the buffet. Naturally the buffet was the part I enjoyed best.

The truth is that marriage traditions vary from culture to culture. Each culture does things that are
meaningful and significant to them. It would make for an interesting study to compare attitudes to
marriage and the way the wedding service is carried out around the world. Today we will be looking
at Jesus' first miracle; turning water into wine. It took place at a Jewish wedding. As we will see a
Jewish wedding in the first century was very different to a wedding in either the UK or Korea.
Before we look at the story in more depth let's review what we looked at last time.
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Review

Last time I gave you an introduction to this particular sermon series. I spoke about three things.
Firstly I gave a brief overview of John's gospel. Secondly I spoke about signs as a New Testament
phenomenon, and Thirdly I spoke about John's use of signs in his gospel. Let us briefly review
some of the important details from last time.
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John's gospel
John's gospel is unique. The synoptic gospels share many things in common but John stands alone.

In fact around 94% of the material we read in John's gospel is unique to him. If we were
generalising, we might say that the synoptic gospels focus on what Jesus said and did. John by
contrast wants his readers to understand who Jesus was. This helps explain why he selected certain
things to include in his gospel. For example John is the only one to mention the seven “I am
statements.” He also selected seven signs five of which are unique to his gospel.

The gospel of John was we believe the last to be written, probably between 85-95 AD. It's author
was “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” This cryptic description refers to the apostle John, the son of
Zebedee and the brother of James. John and James were close friends of the Lord Jesus and both
were members of his special inner circle along with Peter. I then went on to talk about signs in the
New Testament.
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Signs in the New Testament
I gave you a useful definition last time of what a sign or miracle is.

A miracle is a divine work of God that transcends human understanding and inspires wonder,
displays the greatness of God, and causes people to recognize that God is active in the world.
Throughout the pages of the New Testament we see a large number of miracles, signs or wonders.
Many of them were performed by the Lord Jesus and formed an important part of his public
ministry. Depending on what source you look at Jesus performed between 37 and 42 signs, wonders
or miracles. After Jesus returned to the Father we also see miracles and signs performed by the
apostles and other people in the early church. The miracles or signs we read about were always
performed with a purpose. They were always done to validate or prove that the person doing the
miracle was working under God's authority. Only God can intervene and change the laws of nature,
therefore anyone performing a miracle must be doing so because God is empowering them. Finally
last time I spoke about John's choice of signs.
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John's use of signs

John built his gospel around seven signs that provided evidence that Jesus was indeed God. The
seven signs are as follows, turning water into wine, healing an official's son, healing a man at
Bethesda, feeding the 5000, walking on water, restoring sight to a blind man and raising Lazarus.
John himself tells us why he included these signs.

but these (seven signs) are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:31)

The signs all point us to our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. That is their intention. They ask us
three important questions. What is going on here? Who has the power do do such things? And most
importantly Who is Jesus?
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Turning water into wine
We turn today to consider the first of the seven signs given to us in John's gospel. It is the miracle

of turning water into wine which took place at the wedding in Cana. I plan to do three things in
today's sermon. Firstly I want to set the scene and tell you a little about first century Jewish
weddings. Secondly we will look at what Jesus did. Finally I want to tell you what this sign really
tells us.
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The Jewish wedding
Before we look at the sign itself let us spend a little time talking about the setting or occasion. It

took place at a Jewish wedding in the first century.

The first thing to say was that most marriages at that time were arranged by the parents. This was
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not always the case however, some did marry for romantic love. Marriage unions were arranged
when those getting married were quite young. Rabbis taught that for men, 18 was the optimal age
to marry. For girls it was much younger. Girls would marry as soon as they physically ready. This
means that from the age of around 13 or 14 unions would be made. This would begin what was
known as the betrothal period.

The period of betrothal typically lasted for a period of one year. The couple would be considered
by the community to be married but would not live together or have sexual relations. It was a very
busy time especially for the groom. He would be saving up money and goods and generally
preparing for married life. Part of this preparation included building a place for his bride to live.
This would often be an extension of his own father's house.

Part of the reason why the betrothal period was so long was because it required a long time to get
ready for the wedding. Even today weddings are very expensive affairs. One website I looked at
said the average cost for a wedding in the UK in 2021 was £17,300 (27,700,000 won). That might
help explain why so many people are just choosing to live together.

A Jewish wedding was a spectacular, long lasting affair. They could last anytime from a few days
to up to a week. During this time the groom's family would be expected to provide everything that
their guests needed. Food, drink and accommodation. To not be able to provide adequately, or to
run out of supplies would bring great shame and embarrassment. It would be a stigma that would
hang over the family for many years. It was even said that failure to provide properly might result
in the groom being sued. The reason for this was that people were looking very carefully at the
groom to see how he would provide for his new bride. If he could not properly manage a week
long wedding how could he be expected to care for her and the children in the long term.

The wedding festivities themselves began with a procession of the groom and his companions to
the bride's house. They would collect the bride and her companions and then escort them back to
the groom’s home where there would be a special supper prepared. During this celebration, the
parents and friends blessed the couple and the father of the bride drew up a written marriage
contract. The couple would then be escorted to a special “bridal chamber” where the marriage
would be consummated. On the next day the festivities would continue for as long as a week. Let
turn then now to see what Jesus did at the wedding.
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1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there.

John tells us three pieces of information here. Firstly that these events took place on the third day.
This expression has puzzled many scholars. Is John saying that the wedding took place on the third
day of the week? This is unlikely. Jewish tradition was that virgins married on the fourth day of the
week (Wednesday) and widows on the sixth day of the week (Friday). So it is unlikely that the
wedding itself took place on the third day. Most likely John simply means that it is the “third day”
after the events he had just narrated in his gospel. However, John is also conveying a theological
message. He wants us to think back to the original creation week in Genesis. He is telling us that
the gospel he is giving us represents a new creation. So John's creation week looks like this.
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Day 1 John the baptist's witness (John 1:19-28)
Day 2 John and Jesus meet (John 1:29-34)
Day 3 John meets Andrew and Peter (John 1:35-42)
Day 4 Jesus meets Philip and Nathanael (John 1:43-51)
Day 5 No record of events - Travel?
Day 6 No record of events - Travel?
Day 7 Wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11)
(third day after meeting Philip and Nathanael)
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You will note that the wedding took place on the seventh day of this new creation week.
So John I think wants to clue us into the fact that Jesus was following God's divine schedule.

Also I think he is reminding his readers of something else amazing that took place on the third day.
When Jesus rose from the dead on the third day He truly manifested His glory to the world.

The Second thing we learn here is that there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Cana was a small
town about 9 miles north of Nazareth. A small and insignificant place that would be forever
remembered as the place Jesus chose to perform His first sign. The third and final thing we learn is
that Mary the mother of Jesus was present. This may mean that this was the wedding of a relative,
or perhaps that she was a personal friend of either the bride or groom or their respective families.
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2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.

Jesus and His disciples had also received and accepted an invitation to the wedding. This may have
been because of His connection to those getting married, or as was the custom in those days to
invite passing teachers or rabbis to weddings. The fact that He was invited tells us that Jesus was
not a recluse and most definitely not a “party pooper” or an antisocial killjoy. He willingly and
joyfully participated in the normal events of human life. Godliness does not require us to separate
ourselves from the world. Christians are often accused of being dry, boring and lacking a zest for
life. Sadly I have met some Christians who have come across as being very serious and dull. But
this does not need to be the case. We can, and should be full of life, happiness and joy. This was
certainly true for the Lord Jesus. That Jesus was also present at a wedding shows that He fully
approved of the institution of marriage and saw it as a good thing for people. Though He chose not
to marry himself marriage itself is a good thing instituted by God. This wedding celebration
however is about to have major problems. Let's read on and see.
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3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

As I said when I spoke about Jewish weddings the groom's family would need to provide for all
their guests needs. To run out of either food or drink would be incredibly shameful. It would bring
disgrace to a family. This was because people would never forget what had happened and the
stigma of this error could haunt a family for many years.

Mary points out the lack of wine to Jesus. We might wonder what it had to do with her, and what
she expected Jesus to do about it. Now it is possible that she had some responsibility for the
catering. Or simply that as a family member or friend she was concerned about the implications of
running out of wine. Who would be able to help in such a situation? Luckily enough for Mary, her
son just so happened to be the most wise, intelligent, resourceful person that has, or ever will live
on this earth. She seems to have had faith that He would know what to do in this situation.

Let me say a few things here about wine. I do not believe that it was just fruit juice. It was
fermented and had become alcohol. We should remember that in the ancient world clean water was
difficult to come by. This created two problems for people. Number one, the water was not safe to
drink. The only option then was to drink wine. However if you only drank wine you might get
drunk which was sin. What did they do to solve these issues? What they did was dilute the wine
with water. This meant that the water was now safe to drink and because it was heavily diluted you
could drink it freely without becoming drunk. How will Jesus respond to His mother? Let's read
on.
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4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not
yet come.”

Here we have Jesus' response to his mother. To our ears to refer to our mothers as “woman” seems
rude or a little discourteous. However in the culture of Jesus day this was not rude or disrespectful.
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I have heard it described as being similar to the American expression “Ma'am.”

What Jesus was actually doing was marking a transition in their relationship. Up until this point he
had lived with her in the family home. We assume that Joseph had died by this time and that Jesus
as the first born son had stepped up to help his mother. He had always been a dutiful and loving
son. But now He was transitioning to do His Father's work. He would always be her son but now
He was prioritising what his Father wanted. So in effect their relationship was changing.

He next says to her, what does your concern have to do with Me. This is a Semitic expression
which to our ears sounds like a harsh rebuke. What Jesus is basically saying is this, “What is it that
concerns you and Me together? Nothing.” The reason that Jesus is mildly rebuking His mother is
that she is asking Him to act before his hour has come. This is the first time in John's gospel that
this statement appears. But following this it appears in chapters 7, 8,12, 13 and 17. Jesus came to
earth to complete God's plan of redemption. Jesus therefore followed a divine timetable. He would
not be rushed or hurried into doing things before their time. His hour would come in His glorious
death, resurrection and exhalation to glory. Let's see what happens next.
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5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do iz.” 6 Now there were set
there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing
twenty or thirty gallons apiece.

Mary's recorded words in scripture are few. These seven words here in verse 5 are the final time
she is heard to speak. What a profound way to bow out. To completely put your faith in Christ and
to do whatever He tells you to do. That's good advice. Take it.

Now the Jews were obsessive about washing or cleaning for purification. They would wash their
hands, cooking utensils and pots and plates. This was not really about cleanliness, but more about
following a pattern of rituals. This required a lot of water which was stored in stone jars because
stone did not contract uncleanliness. These stone pots would be used by the Lord in the sign He
was about to perform.
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7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.

Jesus tells the servants to fill the stone pots with water. Remember this was for ritual cleaning and
was not drinking water. Also please note that they filled them to the brim. This effectively rules out
any possibility that someone added wine at a later point.
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8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they
took iz. 9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not
know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of
the feast called the bridegroom.

This being a miracle we do not know at what point the water became wine. Was it as they filled the
pots? Or once the water reached the brim? We don't know. It would have been more flashy and
dramatic if Jesus had performed some ritual or uttered some magic words. But this is hardly the
style of our Lord and savior. Jesus of course knew that the pots now contained the best wine
imaginable. So he told the servants to draw some out and take it to the master of the feast / the
chief waiter. The chief waiter's job was to set up the dining area and also to taste the food and drink
to ensure it was acceptable to eat.

Upon trying this “new wine” he is amazed and calls over the bridegroom.
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10 And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the
guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”

It makes logical sense to think that the best drink or food is given to the guests when they first
arrive. The same applies today. If you invite someone to your house and they are hungry you serve
them the freshest tastiest food available. If they are still hungry after this you find the next best
thing in the fridge. Eventually you end up giving them the three day old remains from the bottom
of the fridge.
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So what is happening here seems to the master of the feast as crazy. Why keep this amazing wine
back. Surely you would serve the best wine first. I just want to again point out here that I believe
this was proper alcoholic wine. However by “good” we are not suggesting this was super strength
wine. Rather “good” here indicates wine of the highest, richest most delicious quality. Let us see
how this story ends.
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11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His
disciples believed in Him.

John tells us here that this was the first sign that Jesus performed. You may have heard of the
apocryphal gospel of Thomas. It is known as the infancy gospel of Jesus. It tells a story about the
boy Jesus making clay birds and then bringing them to life. The story is also recounted in the
Quran. I'm sure that you realise that it's just a myth or fable. This was our Lord's first sign or
miracle. This was the first time that he manifested, showed or revealed His glory. The miracle or
sign pointed to who He was. Only God has the power to create from nothing. John concludes here
by saying that the sign helped bolster the disciples belief in Jesus. Let us then consider what this
sign tells us.
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What this sign really tells us

As I said in my introduction a sign always points beyond itself to something else. The shark
warning sign on a beach is letting you know that swimming is dangerous. So the question we have
from Christ's first sign is this, what beyond itself is it pointing us towards. I have three things to
mention.
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1. God alone has the ability to create or recreate

When we defined a miracle in our introduction we said that a miracle is a divine work of God that
transcends human understanding and inspires wonder. It is often God temporarily suspending the
natural laws that govern His universe. This is exactly what we see here. Wine being created from
just water instantly. There is no way to humanly explain this. The ability to create from nothing or
turn something that exists instantly into something else is God's prerogative. The miracle serves
then to demonstrate who Jesus was. No mere man. No merely good or wise teacher. He was God in
the flesh. Able to create as He did in the beginning.
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2. The wonderful celebration to come

Wedding ceremonies in the ancient world were spectacular events. Occasions full of joy and
happiness. How appropriate then that Jesus performed His first sign at a wedding. It acts then as a
foreshadowing of the marriage supper of the lamb (Rev 19). That glorious celebration of all who
are in Christ that takes place in the end times.

Also connected to a wedding feast is the concept of wine. Wine is widely viewed in the Bible as a
symbol of happiness and joy. So Jesus was illustrating the wonderful time all believers in Him
have to look forward to. A time when all sorrow and sadness will be banished. Remember he didn't
just create a little wine but an abundance of the best imaginable wine.
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3. The old is now finished, it's time for the new

The water and the six stone pots are representative of the old order, of the burdens of Jewish law
and custom. The whole ritual of washing and cleansing must have been a tiresome chore. Not to
mention the ongoing sacrificial system which had to be performed each year. Remember that the
Jewish washing ritual was an external one. It left the hands and outside of the body clean but could
never clean the inside. The heart may remain cold and unaffected. This is in essence what is wrong
with laws and rituals. But Jesus arrived and replaced that system with something far better. He
filled the pots to the brim with something wonderful. Now those who put their faith in Christ are
saved through the once and for all sacrifice that He made.

So let us bring things to a close by applying some of these things to us today. We live in difficult
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times. The economy is not doing well. Physically we are ageing. We have aches and pains. Our
careers may be uncertain. We may have worries and fears about the future. But when we read and
think about the turning of water into wine in Cana it should give us hope and joy. When our short
lives on earth come to an end we have a glorious eternity with Christ to look forward to.

Finally I want to talk about the emptiness of ritual. It's true that today we do not follow ritualistic
washing practices, but still some of us get caught up in ritual and ceremony. We can wrongly think
that just doing things is good and pleasing to God. I grew up in The Church of England which is
full to the brim of customs and rituals, but sadly little real passion for what matters. The sign in
Cana should remind us that God really cares about what's on the inside. He is seeking a total
transformation not just the external appearance of change. He wants a clean heart not clean hands!

So let us think deeply about this miracle and what it has to teach us.
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