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Scripture: Obadiah 10-14

10 “For violence against your brother Jacob, Shame shall cover you,
And you shall be cut off forever.

11 In the day that you stood on the other side—In the day that strangers carried captive his
forces, When foreigners entered his gates
And cast lots for Jerusalem—Even you were as one of them.

12 “But you should not have gazed on the day of your brother

In the day of his captivity; Nor should you have rejoiced over the children of Judah

In the day of their destruction; Nor should you have spoken proudly

In the day of distress.

13 You should not have entered the gate of My people

In the day of their calamity. Indeed, you should not have gazed on their affliction

In the day of their calamity, Nor laid hands on their substance In the day of their calamity.
14 You should not have stood at the crossroads To cut off those among them who escaped;
Nor should you have delivered up those among them who remained

In the day of distress.
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Review

Last time we considered verses 2 to 9 of Obadiah's prophetic vision. According to our three part
division of the book it was the section we titled the “Day of destruction.” This is an apt title because
God through the prophet Obadiah tells of his judgement of the people of Edom and outlines the fate
that will befall them.

Edom as we said last time were a proud group of people. They were so proud that they felt that they
had no need to trust in God or to live in ways that honored or pleased Him. As I write these words I
think today of most of Western Europe. Western Europe, although never perfect was built and
founded upon Judeo-Christian values. But when we look at Europe today we see how far it has
drifted from those ideals. Now, just like Edom it is full of prideful people who have no desire to
seek after God and the things that please Him. Perhaps just like with Edom God will call time and
bring His judgement to bear on Europe. What made Edom so proud? Their confidence and pride
was built upon three areas. Firstly they felt physically safe and secure. They had chosen to live in a
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remote and rocky area which could only be accessed through narrow mountain gorges. This meant
it was an area that could easily be defended against enemies. It was said in fact that a few good
warriors would be able to hold off an entire army.

Secondly they believed that they had a superior intellectual advantage over others. Because of the
location of the King's Highway that crossed their land Edom had access to the latest news and
discoveries. This had led to them developing a reputation for wisdom which they believed would
serve them well in times of trouble.

Thirdly they had established covenants and agreements with many surrounding nations. This led
them to believe that they would not be betrayed by these allies and that they might rely upon them
for help in times of trouble. All of these things resulted in what the bible terms “pride of the heart.”
Simply put, the people of Edom believed things that were not true. They were not safe and secure,
their wise men were not that wise and their supposed friends and allies were about to stab them in
the back! God had determined to use the surrounding nations to bring about His judgement on
Edom. This would be swift and harsh. Thieves would come and plunder their possessions. These
robbers would be thorough leaving nothing behind. The surrounding nations with whom they had
covenants would break the terms of these agreements. They would unite and bring destruction on
Edom. The wise men and warriors of Edom would be unable to keep these hordes away. They
would be slaughtered. It was then a terrifying prediction of what was to come upon Edom.

Today we will look at part two titled “Day of shame.” In this section we will learn all about why
God has decided that these terrible things will occur to Edom.
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Today we will look at verses 10 to 14. However in order to understand why God determined such a
harsh punishment for Edom I need to briefly outline the surrounding historical context.

I have here a very simplified time-line that shows what happened to God's people from the death of
King Solomon to the Babylonian captivity. In 931 BC King Solomon died and the nation of Israel
was divided into two. In the north was Israel comprising 10 tribes. In the south was Judah made up
of the remaining two tribes; Judah and Benjamin. In 722 BC God tired of the idolatry of his people
in Israel and sent the Assyrians to conquer them. The nation was dispersed and many of it's leading
citizens were taken into captivity. Judah was left alone. However a new super-power, the
Babylonians was developing in the region. In 613 BC the Babylonians conquered the Assyrians and
became the new dominant Empire. It was not long before they enviously eyed Judah. In 605 BC
Nebuchadnezzar II became king and in 597 BC the Babylonians began their conquest of Judah. The
people of Judah put up strong resistance but were no match for the might of the Babylonians. In 586
BC the city of Jerusalem following a long siege was captured and destroyed. King Solomon's
temple which had stood for 400 years was demolished. The brutal Babylonians killed many of the
leaders of Judah and plundered the cities treasures. Again the best and the brightest people of Judah
were taken away into captivity. This is all significant because of what the people of Edom were
doing whilst Judah was being attacked. Their response to the plight of God's people explain why
God chose to punish them so harshly. Let's turn now to verse 10.
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10 “For violence against your brother Jacob, Shame shall cover you,
And you shall be cut off forever.

As I talked about in study one both Edom and Judah could trace their line of ancestory back to two
brothers. Edom's original father was Esau and Judah's father was Jacob. We have an idiom in
English which says, “blood is thicker than water.” The meaning of this expression is that it is
natural to have greater loyalty, and deeper ties to family members than strangers. We know from
experience that families often disagree and these disagreements sometimes results in break-ups or
splits. But when a family member is in need we typically put our differences aside and help them.

The families of Edom and Jacob had seldom been on good terms. But it might have been expected
that in their hour of great need Edom would have helped Judah. Even if they did not possess an
army powerful enough to go up against the Babylonians they could at least have helped shelter the
fleeing people of Judah. Sadly this was not the case. They were guilty of committing violence
against their brother. They turned their backs on the people God had chosen to bless. This was not
something that God could accept. It was not an act that would go unpunished. God's judgement is
harsh but fair. For their crimes they will be cut off forever. In other words their nation would be
taken away from them, and they would lose everything. This reality is there for us to see. There is
no country of Edom in existence today.
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11 In the day that you stood on the other side—In the day that strangers carried captive his
forces, When foreigners entered his gates
And cast lots for Jerusalem—Even you were as one of them.

We come here then to the specific charges leveled against Edom. My assumption is that Obadiah is
referring to the Babylonian conquest and capture of Jerusalem in 586 BC. So let us picture as best
we can that brutal siege and attack. The Babylonian forces massed against the walls of Jerusalem.
What were the people of Edom doing at this time? It seems that they were stood watching from a
safe distance. Now we quite rightly recognise that sin is often an active thing. Sin is something I do
or think. We less often think of sin as being passive or inactive. But this is wrong. It can be just as
sinful to do nothing. There was a very shocking video posted on YouTube several years ago. It
showed a young girl who was hit by a car in China. Many passers-by saw her lying injured in the
street and did nothing. Eventually she was hit by another car and tragically killed. I wonder what
kind of defence these passer-bys would give to defend their callous uncaring hearts. [ was in a rush,
it had nothing to do with me, I didn't want to get involved, I didn't want to get my clothes dirty.
Doing nothing was in this case a sin.

It was equally a sin for Edom to watch Judah suffering and do nothing. And yet this is exactly what
Edom did as the walls and gates of Jerusalem were destroyed, and the people were carried out at
spear point to go into captivity. Their attitude showed that they were just like the Babylonians.
Hard, brutal and uncaring, they had turned their back on their own family.
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12 “But you should not have gazed on the day of your brother
In the day of his captivity; Nor should you have rejoiced over the children of Judah
In the day of their destruction; Nor should you have spoken proudly In the day of distress.

It would have been bad enough if they had only watched, but their guilt is greater still. They not
only watched by they also cheered and were joyful as Jerusalem fell. It shows an uncaring and hard
heart to stand by and watch the misfortune of others. However to rejoice when others have
misfortune reveals a wicked and evil heart. It demonstrates the prideful nature of the Edomites.
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They gloated that this terrible thing had not happened to them. We should take note of this attitude
in our own lives. At times, we can be guilty of being pleased and even rejoicing in our hearts when
misfortune happens to others. Such a way of thinking has no place in the heart of a Christian.
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13 You should not have entered the gate of My people
In the day of their calamity. Indeed, you should not have gazed on their affliction
In the day of their calamity, Nor laid hands on their substance In the day of their calamity.

We see here an escalation or a progression of Edom's involvement in the fate of Judah. They began
merely by watching, then they started to gloat and rejoice and now they actively enter the fallen city
of Jerusalem in order to loot. Let me put this in a way that will help you better understand how
wicked the Edomites were. Imagine if one day you saw that your neighbors house was being
attacked by thieves. Let us say that this is a neigbour that you are not very friendly with. Despite
this it would still be very hard-hearted for you to do nothing, not even call the police. You would
hope if the situation were reversed that they would help you. Then imagine you see the thieves
badly beating up you neighbor and leaving him bloodied on the ground. Instead of trying to help
you just laugh and feel proud that your house is safe. But then once the thieves have left you walk
over and enter your neighbors house to see if there is anything valuable worth taking. Obviously
someone who acted like this would be a contemptible person. This was what the people of Edom
did. In Judah's time of calamity not only did they do nothing to help, but they actively participated
in taking from her.
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Nor should you have delivered up those among them who remained In the day of distress.
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The final step of the progression of involvement is the most shocking and horrific of them all. It
was bad to watch, it was awful to gloat and feel joy, it was terrible to steal but what they do next is
absolutely wicked. What the people of Edom did was actively joined in physical violence against
the people of Judah. It seems that they positioned themselves along some of the routes the people of
Judah were using to escape. As they came near the Edomites were either killing them (cut off) or
capturing them to return them as prisoners to the Babylonians.

One of the criticisms often leveled by atheists against God is that He is overly judgemental and
cruel. They particularly say this about the God of the Old Testament. The God of the Old Testament
is so mean and cruel they claim. So what about the fate of Edom? Was God just and fair to punish
Edom so harshly? Well Edom made the choice to cut down others.

They could have helped even in a modest way. They chose not to. Therefore God is perfectly just in
treating them in the way they treated His people. The punishment fits the crime. They cut down
others, and they too will be cut down.
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Things to think about

I have two things to highlight from today's passage.

o5 EEoM Fx2E F 7HATE dEH

1 Doing nothing can still be a sin

One of the things older people often note is how community spirit and neighborliness has
diminished. In the past they say people looked out for one another. Today we seem to see it as a
virtue to leave our neighbours in peace and to live completely separate lives. I do not for example
even know the names of my neighbours and I doubt I would recognise them if I met them on the
street. Sadly one of the consequences of this is that we can become callous or indifferent to them.
Would we go out of our way to help a stranger? Many of us might have to think about that question.
Judah of course was not a stranger to Edom. They were brothers. This makes their sin of doing
nothing to help even worse. My question for you today is what are you not doing that you should be
doing. The list might be long. Are you sharing the gospel? Are you doing what you can to help the
poor and needy? Are you supporting the local church, missionaries or Christian charities? Are you
actively vocal in standing against the evil in society such as abortion? Are you trying to live as a
good obedient child of God? There is much room for improvement in all of our lives. But let me
leave you with the warning given by James.

Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. (James 4:17)
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2 The progression of sin
One of the interesting things to consider from the situation with Edom was how sin progressed. It

began by simply looking. It then went to mocking, gloating and rejoicing. From here it progressed
to taking by force what was not theirs. Finally, it culminated with murder. Sin often follows this
pattern of gradual escalation. I am a fan of true crime podcasts. When I exercise I like to listen to
accounts of the crimes committed by serial killers or murderers. Part of my interest in this morbid
subject lies in trying to understand what led to this horrendous act. Often I have noticed that a
pattern emerges. The person was frequently abused as a child. They then start hurting animals or
other family members. As they get older they begin to fantasize about doing worse things to others.
They move on to a minor offenses and finally too much more serious crimes like kidnap and
murder. The point I am making is this. At any point along this progressive route of sin we can stop,
repent and turn to the mercy of our loving Heavenly Father. The Edomites might have been spared
by God if after watching the Babylonian attack they had repented and then tried to help Judah.
Instead, they allowed the sin to develop to the point where God determined to cut them off. What
sins in our lives are we indulging? What sins are in danger of progressing and taking us further into
darkness. Let us be aware of the danger of sin but equally always aware that God is merciful in
forgiving us our sins when we confess them to Him.
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