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Scripture: Obadiah 2-9

2 “Behold, I will make you small among the nations;

You shall be greatly despised. 3 The pride of your heart has deceived you,

You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high;

You who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’

4 Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set your nest among the stars,
From there I will bring you down,” says the LORD.

5 “If thieves had come to you, If robbers by night—
Oh, how you will be cut off!'—Would they not have stolen till they had enough?
If grape-gatherers had come to you, Would they not have left some gleanings?

6 “Oh, how Esau shall be searched out! How his hidden treasures shall be sought after!

7 All the men in your confederacy Shall force you to the border; The men at peace with you
Shall deceive you and prevail against you. Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for you.
No one is aware of it.

8 “Will I not in that day,” says the LoRrD, “Even destroy the wise men from Edom,

And understanding from the mountains of Esau?

9 Then your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, To the end that everyone from the
mountains of Esau May be cut off by slaughter.
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Review

Last Sunday we began our study of the vision or prophecy of Obadiah. Let us start by recapping
some of the important introductory comments I made last time. The book of Obadiah is the shortest
book in the Old Testament at just 21 verses. It is also one of the most neglected. This is a great
shame as it has much to teach us today. Let us turn first to the author of the book.
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The author

The author we said was Obadiah. His name means “servant or worshipper of God.” Aside from his
name we know nothing else about him. We must be content to think of him as a mystery man. What
about the time, place and audience. Do we know much about these things?

Time, place and audience
It is very difficult to be definitive about when Obadiah received and wrote down his vision. Our

only clue is that the prophecy talks about the destruction of Jerusalem. I am persuaded that Obadiah
is referring to the Babylonian attacks that took place between 605 and 586 BC. Therefore I think
Obadiah had his vision somewhere around 586 BC. Since he was writing for the benefit of the
people in Judah it seems likely he was living and operating within this region. Let us turn now to
consider the book as a literary source.

About the book

Obadiah is included in our bibles today as the 4™ of the 12 minor prophets. Obadiah is in the genre
of prophetic vision. It is recorded mostly in Hebrew poetry with a little prose included. It can be
neatly divided into three parts.

Day of destruction Judgement against Edom is prophesied 1-9
2 | Day of shame The reason for God's judgment is revealed 10-14
Day of the Lord What will be the result of God's judgement is 15-21
revealed

Today we are going to look at part one titled “Day of destruction.” In this section we will learn all
about what terrible things the Lord has in store for Edom. Let us conclude our review by briefly
talking about the important historical circumstances surrounding the book.
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The historic background

The vision of Obadiah concerns the fate of the people of Edom. The inhabitants of Edom were the
descendants of Esau. They were not very friendly or hospitable to the people of Israel, the
descendants of Jacob. Despite the familial connection the two nations were always at odds. God had
forbidden the Israelites from hating their Edomite brothers but the people of Edom were always
aggressive towards God's people. When the Babylonians attacked and destroyed Jerusalem we
might have expected that Edom would rally to help them. Often even warring neighbours will help
one another in times of national crisis. Instead Edom not only rejoiced in Judah's demise but also
actively participated in her downfall. God could not stand by and let this act go unpunished.

All of the surrounding nations would rise against this proud and haughty nation. Edom would fall
but God's chosen people would eventually prosper because God is on their side.

Today we will look at verses 2 to 9. Let us begin at verses 2 and 3.
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Verses 2 and 3

“Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You shall be greatly despised. The pride of
your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high;
You who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’

When I was a child one of my favourite movie heroes was Indiana Jones. He was just a great movie
character; smart, funny, handsome and he got to whip people and kiss beautiful girls. In 1989 the
third Indiana Jones movie was released. It was called the “Last Crusade” and starred Harrison Ford
and Sean Connery. It was a huge Hollywood blockbuster. You might be wondering what this has to
do with the book of Obadiah. Well it's significance for us today is because of one of its filming
locations. Part of the movie was filmed in Petra in modern day Jordan. The spectacular sandstone
carvings made for a wonderful backdrop in the movie. What you might not know is that Petra used
to have another name. It used to be known as Sela and it was the strong fortress headquarters of the
Edomites. I should probably point out that the amazing sandstone carvings that we see today were
not the work of the Edomites. They were actually carved by the Arabian Nabateans who drove the
Edomites out of the land.

The Edomites had made the high rocky mountains their home. The narrow mountain gorges and
steep cliffs gave the Edomites a great sense of security and pride. They believed that no human
army could conquer their kingdom. How very wrong they were. God's grace extends not just to
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individuals but also to nations. When God removes that grace then even the mightiest nations can,
and do fall.

In verse two we see God's judgement being passed against Edom. Whatever power, influence or
prestige they had is about to be removed. They are literally about to be cut down to size. Soon the
surrounding nations will look at them and consider them small and insignificant. This meant they
would be seen as vulnerable. In the ancient world nations frequently attacked and tried to conquer
their weaker neighbours. Naturally when you are looking around for a country to plunder you would
look for the one with the weakest army and fortifications. Not only will Edom be made small in
terms of size and influence but they will be greatly despised by their neighbours.

For a proud and arrogant people this would have been most galling. The principal problem for the
Edomites was pride. God hates the sin of pride because pride makes us think too much about
ourselves and our own accomplishments and pushes us away from God. Simply put pride makes us
believe things about ourselves and our situation which are not true. This was certainly the case for
the people of Edom. Safe up in their rocky mountain fortresses they thought they were untouchable.
Therefore they relied upon themselves and felt that they had no need for an almighty God.

W7t oA %5S w H7F 7 Fotsle 93t 98 T Sk dHobdt 7‘/‘032\14‘4 as
A E5 3 AAHEHASFUH FEska Ar il FAR L AEES A Akl O}*‘
U AU S A 7125 A5y 1989 Al HA Qlvjolt £ F3trt 7HEHAF U T
OAL "HF Y Aotk B el e & IYr FAE BdFUE 9 F
g5 E5H2E I o] A o 943}511*19} oW #edo] A=A gudd Zi%}qr/} 3
oA FoE A 2P A T 3 3ol ‘WUO]L%E} Oﬂ@rJ =AYy e =
HEdtel A FGHAFHT Oﬂi}oﬂ"ﬂ BRI B R s i M = ;@oﬂq g AME = Zﬂ %
—‘1:— A= AL Petra o] THE o] 20] gt AYUth 2L A oF
HEo dagk e A EEASUT s o5 fEvt Be wekd /\}OLZ:
ag/] o] oby ek AS A A4S oF & A 14‘4 I8 AARE o5 A
]7‘1 ol ofgpr]o} vpute|opdl ol o) 22 E G H T ol ' Al E S
= A7 Jom AskEyn 52 AhaA 7] 9 7hakE AW 2 o5 AlghEel Al
FAS FAFUTL 252 oWl QI vl 159 S A5 7 gl
FHT 250] Aty 25 shubd o &3] QLo Al ik ojy 2} =7}
JsHreh st EZAA 1 S8 E AAE o /M A etk dold
7/\0”4‘4 240 2= ol Foll thgk shbd o] Al dto] det= AS Uy
| 7FA AL A ;4;3 BHFY = WAool FololE ol AlAE AdYH. 252 H
R EL7]7} =0 =T %HJE}. 2] gFop =1 3‘7}501 1%% AL ZhaL stEe- Ao

t

_I

zle o o g

o floaft © H © ¢
Q203 N do [ ot ol

HE, o,

MK
ns)

¥ 2 Ol i o N Jo > fo mlr rL
ot

mﬁlﬂtﬂ}(ﬁrfoﬁ—ﬁ—ﬁ ¥
N

H
il

W %7}59— % O‘Cﬁ O]%% >4 st Zé%ﬂﬂ% §E§H3‘r g3 st et &
S o ek SA 7 7 oFgk YetE FHs AYUTh dlme 279 d3E o] Xlo]_xl o

% opU 2} ol £ B oA TA WA WS AYUICE LT @9 ARl A ol A 7}
& s ]1‘ do|e AYY &5 A ES T8 TAE wiko sy 1l % ©.
2l 2 sholm -] ARl -2 Apale] A FH el e U @ol AZs whEal -2 8t
e o258 "o A &7 wiel shibd S mntke] & vl efshaunt ] waj al
RhE 2] ARl -2 o) gl EHEH Aol obd AS WA Y o] AL 49 9

o
5 AlREe] A9yt 158 150 A= 4 grkn A4 ve)v) B Al
Aol QhskA AMEUTh Tl 158 AanE oA sk A% ekl shibdel

e fo



Obadiah — 2 Sermon Notes Page 5
284 @rha “ALU

Verse 4
Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set your nest among the stars,
From there I will bring you down,” says the LORD.

Eagles are awesome and fearsome birds of prey. They are very comfortable flying at heights
ranging from 10-20,000 feet (3000 — 6000 metres). As they fly they are peering down using their
amazing eyesight to search out prey. At this great height they have no natural enemies and must feel
themselves to be invincible. However one thing they do not do is look up. This I think is Obadiah's
point here. The Edomites in their high mountain cities (their nests) considered themselves so
superior to everyone else that they forgot to look to God.

It is often the case that people who are materially blessed rely upon themselves and their resources
and think they do not need God. However the Edomites were soon to find out that their humanly
impregnable fortresses would prove no match to the sovereign God of the universe.
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Verse 5

“If thieves had come to you, If robbers by night— Oh, how you will be cut off!—
Would they not have stolen till they had enough? If grape-gatherers had come to you,
Would they not have left some gleanings?
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Verse 5 tells us just how severe the judgement against Edom will be. They are not destined to just
lose a little or a portion of what they own. They are about to lose it all. I hope that you have never
had the traumatic experience of being burgled. Thieves are usually very particular about what they
take. They want to be in and out of the property they are robbing as quickly as possible. Therefore
they seek out high value items such as money, jewellery, electrical goods or valuable pieces of art.
They are unable to take everything. They stop, and leave when they have what they want. However
in the case of the Edomites the robbers will take everything. Not just all their material possessions
but even their land.

The second part of the verse talks about agriculture. Edom was known for its many vineyards. At
harvest time the vineyard owners would hire pickers to come and harvest the grapes. You may
remember that God in His mercy made provision for the poor when it came to harvest time. When
grapes were picked God commanded that some were to be left on the vine for the poor and needy
(Leviticus 19:10). Even though Edom was not following Israelite laws it was still common ancient
practice to leave some fruit on the trees. Even pagans care a little about the underprivileged in their
societies. However the point Obadiah is again making here is that the thieves who come to Edom
will take everything. No fruit be be left for the poor and needy. Edom will be left with nothing to
live on.
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Verse 6

“Oh, how Esau shall be searched out! How his hidden treasures shall be sought after!

Here we note that Edom is referred to by by the name Esau. As we said last time the Edomites
traced their ancestry back to Jacob's brother Esau. Apparently because Edom was such a strong and
secure place it was a popular destination to leave or store money or treasure. It served if you like as
an ancient bank. The First Bank of Edom. The money or treasure that people left would be hidden
in rocky caves or crevices which were thought to be secure. However the plunderers who come will
seek out and take this treasure.
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Verse 7

All the men in your confederacy Shall force you to the border; The men at peace with you
Shall deceive you and prevail against you. Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for you.
No one is aware of it.

In the ancient world nations would often sign covenants with one another. Such contracts were
sometimes made between nations that were of equal size and strength. But they were also made
between nations of differing size and strength. We can think of these covenants as agreements to act
or behave in a certain way. Most obviously both parties would agree not to attack one another and
to respect the border between them.

Covenants were a serious business in the ancient world and it was considered despicable or
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treacherous to break a covenant. If a covenant agreement was broken there would be serious
consequences to pay. In Edom's case she will be betrayed by those she had covenants with. Nations
she considered her friends and allies will turn against her.

Nothing stings so much as being betrayed by a friend. But that is the fate of Edom. People that she
shared a meal with and considered close allies were plotting her downfall.
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Verse 8 and 9

8 “Will I not in that day,” says the Lorp, “Even destroy the wise men from Edom,

And understanding from the mountains of Esau?

9 Then your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, To the end that everyone from the
mountains of Esau May be cut off by slaughter.

Edom had a reputation for wise men. It was yet another excuse for their pride. You may remember
one of Job's helpful and wise friends was a man from Teman called Eliphaz (Job 42:7-9). The
reason that many wise men came from Edom was partly due to its geographic location. The kings
highway ran from north to south through Edom. This meant that the latest news or ideas came
quickly into Edom via trade caravans or travelling people. In the ancient world just like today
information gives you power and influence. Wise men are also a good source for solutions to
problems. When difficult or challenging situations arise we still look to wise people for their help.
However God's destruction would be so complete that even it's wise men would be unable to do
anything about it.

Finally Edom's mighty men, which might refer to either brave warriors or wise men will be
dismayed. I think the word dismayed is a little weak and misleading here. The original Hebrew
describes a sense of being broken down, or terrified by violence. I think that better captures the
mood here. Edom's fighting men will be broken down by violence and slaughtered. When a nation
has no soldiers to defend it, it has no future. In South Korea our security is maintained by the brave
men and women of the military. When its mighty men were gone Edom had no security. Soon it's
enemies would capture and control it. This was the terrible fate awaiting Edom.
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Things to think about
I have two things for us to think about from today's passage.

1 Don't let your prideful hearts deceive you

The greatest sin of the Edomites was their sinful deceiving hearts. They genuinely believed they had
no need for God. That is the reality of pride and why it is so deadly. C.S Lewis wrote that “Pride is
the complete anti-God state of mind.” The Edomites were of course not the first and certainly not
the last to be carried away by the sin of pride. Right from the beginning we have witnessed the
devastating consequences of pride. It was pride that led to Satan being cast down from heaven. It is
pride that has kept many from repenting and turning to Christ. Many people are just like the
Edomites. They feel so safe and secure that they really believe they do not need God.

But even Christians are not immune to pride and its effects. How easy it is for us to start believing
our own hype. To think how smart and wise we are and that we have nothing new to learn. To start
believing that the things we have received are due to our own brilliance or hard work. To look down
upon others who are not at our level or standard.

To think that people ought to listen only to what we have to say. God hates a proud and haughty
spirit. What He loves is the humble and contrite. Let us then take the opportunity today to identify
pride in our lives and confess it to the Lord knowing He is merciful in forgiving us.

2 Faith in the wrong things
The Edomites had placed their faith and hope in the wrong things. They believed their geographic

location in the high mountains made them safe. They also believed that their wise men and military
strength would get them through any difficulties. God tells them in today's passage that these things
would not save them. When our reliance rests on men or the ideas of men we are always on
unsteady foundations. This is because it is God not men that ultimately decides what happens.

What about us? What things are we putting our faith in? Our special skills, our education, our
money, our physical or mental prowess. We would be wise to remember that all we have in any
sphere of our existence is due to God's grace. This is why we are to place our faith in Him above all
other things. Our own strength will one day fail or let us down. But God's strength will never fail,
and He will never let us down. Let us put our complete faith in Him.

A ok S A=

o5 BEAA $27h A2 F A7 A5

1 @5t o] U8 g v Ealx] Rais] sl
SE

o 5 AdEe] b 2 e Solt nhgol AfUth 15 e AR o a5 shbo)



Obadiah — 2 Sermon Notes Page 9

0

A @Svkar lsyh 25lo] wnke] A4 &

LC.S ol “ankE bR NhAlA vhgof et A EUth =2 ol Al E e
Rtolghi= FHoll gAML 29 AL, vhA

o) vpa el AaE HARGYTE AFRo] shEoll A AU A2 wrtel iy
g AbgrEol B7fskal e Akl R Foke X RekAl @ AL wnkiuvh B2 Abehs
| AP 5T 252 W fbdsta obdstttan =71 7] wiol] AAlel Al o

A o
O

N

1o, 2

2R Dol

o §
Qo rlo
(g, 2

Q
(o} ‘:Q
ol
ol
N
s
)
k]
o,
=}
!
hi=}
)
il
i
=
o
AV
°
o
G
[>
o
-0,
[t
PN
4
El
2
&
4
o2
o
2

Aol = AL obdUTh -] AAle] o FaE W] AlFshs 2ol Akt 4

A AU 7 5217 Dok H58ka A sie

127 2 A g2 ARale] sl ol

o] ol & AR ES FAIEHE 2L AR ES $-2]7) &h Tuk Bojof dtrfa A7}
A

o

AUk shibd & wuksha A wke vheg v 9 s Th TRe] ARSI E A e
Sha Eashs AU 19 B 05 /188 B $-9 4ol wwhs AEstn £
A 328 FAFAE ANZPAS D7) RS TAFES G

AN ES 2RE Aol 953 S-S FAFUT 252 2 4kl = A9 A 9
A7F 15S bt MAF YUY 152 EF Al A o] oW o gk F A U
2 Aolghal MAFYY. &5 BiolA shbd 2 old AEo]l 258 795 18 Aol
Zhal dest A Y Th 92 7F Absholu Abghe] Al Zbol o) &dh wf 9-2l& Y Betg e 7%
Aol AFUH o] A2 FFH o= ofEl do] dojdAE dA st A2 Aol ofy# 8t
b ol A 7] wZ Ay ek o' 3]AF 02 -2l ol Zlol WSS FaL A5y -2 9
SR Ve, 0, =, HA B A V1" -2 ] A0 BE Gl Tt
7hzl B2 Zle] shvbd o] S8 = Q1R A S Vst slo] AW ATk o] 3le] +

E_ [e)



