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Scripture: Obadiah 1

The vision of Obadiah.

Thus says the Lord Gobp concerning Edom

(We have heard a report from the LORD,

And a messenger has been sent among the nations, saying,
“Arise, and let us rise up against her for battle”):
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Introduction

Well today we begin a new short study on what is perhaps a book you are not very familiar with. As
I did some research I came across a website in which the author Jeffrey Kranz ranked the least
popular books in the bible. His rating system was based on how often people look, for or read the
book on the well-known bible software platform Bible Gateway. Surprise, the least read or searched
for book in all the bible is Obadiah. Poor Obadiah!

It's quite likely therefore that you have never heard a pastor preach on it and may know nothing
about it. It's the shortest book in the Old Testament and as a result is easy to skip or pass over. You
may have been tempted to think that at only 21 verses long what possible value could it possess? It's
just one of those strange books of prophecy that we glance at from time to time and think that it has
nothing to say to us today. I'm sure none of you would ever have these kinds of thoughts. We know,
or at least I hope you know that all of God's precious revelation to us is of value and importance. As
the Apostle Paul tells us;

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness. (2 Timothy 3:16)

Note the first word there. It is the word “all” or pasa in the Greek. It means just what it means in
English; the whole, every part, everything, all of it. I certainly believe that to be true. And that is
why we are going to spend some time looking and learning from Obadiah. Before we start to look at
what Obadiah tells us we need to step back and look at what exactly it is we are reading. Just like
investigative journalists we want to know the who, what, when where and why's of what we are
reading. The kinds of questions we should ask about any part of the bible are as follows,

e Who wrote it?

e What kind of writing is it?

o When and where was it written?

e Why did the writer write it?

e Why is it still relevant for us too today?

Answering these kinds of vital questions helps us better understand what we are reading. We can
better appreciate the writer, the people he was writing to and the historical circumstances that
shaped the writing. So that is the plan for this study. We are going to answer these important
questions so that next time and in the weeks to come we can dig into and better understand the text.
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Author

The first logical questions we need to ask are, who wrote this book and what do we know about the
author? Naturally we believe that the Holy Spirit is the divine author of scripture, but we also
believe that God chose to work through human authors. We know from verse one that the author's
name is Obadiah. The name Obadiah means “servant or worshipper of God.” Some think that this is
not a proper name and is just symbolic of the person's attitude. So some say we might think of this
book as the prophecy of a “servant of God.” This would make the book unique as all the other
prophetic books are named after the prophet. Therefore I think that what we are reading here is the
prophecy of a man named Obadiah.

The name Obadiah was a common one in Old Testament times, and we have 13 mentioned in
scripture. Sadly aside from his name we know almost nothing else about him. Unlike some of the
other Old Testament prophets we are not told who his father was, what his occupation was, or even
when and where he lived. He is we might say something of a mystery figure.
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However with that being said I think we can make two important observations. The first is
somewhat obvious, God chose this man to receive a divine prophecy or vision. We know that he
received at least one, and maybe more visionary revelations from God. The second is perhaps less
obvious especially as we are reading the prophets words in a second language. It is that the writer
possessed significant literary talent. His prophetic writing shows the skills of imagery, rhetorical
questions, irony, repetition, and various forms of parallelism (the balance between two or more
similar words, phrases or clauses). Now that we know a little about the author lets move on to
consider when, where and to whom Obadiah was written.
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When, where and to whom was Obadiah written

As is often the case when it comes to dating books of the bible there is much discussion and debate.
It would have made things so much easier if the prophets had written the date at the top of the page.
Sadly the prophet did not state when and where he received his vision.

In order to try and ascertain the date we must look at clues given in the writing. Sometimes people's
names, especially kings or rulers or known historic events can help us pinpoint roughly when a
book was written. We know for example that King Herod the Great was king from 37 BC- 4 AD.
We are told in Matthew's gospel that Jesus was born during his reign. Given this we have
boundaries which help narrow down when Jesus was born. He couldn't have been born later than 4
BC!

When it comes to Obadiah the key historic event mentioned involves the city of Jerusalem. This can
get very detailed and complex. So let me try to give you the simple explanation. In verses 11 to 14
the writer talks about foreign invaders entering and capturing Jerusalem. Unfortunately this
happened on a number of occasions which means determing which invasion is meant is not easy.
However scholars have put forward two specific invasions that seem to closely match the
descriptions given by Obadiah. Either he is referring to;
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1 |The rebellion of Edom against Judah during the reign of Jehoram |853-841 BC

2 | The Babylonian attacks on Jerusalem 605-586 BC

After looking at the arguments carefully for both dates I am most inclined to think that the
Babylonian attacks somewhere around 586 BC seems most likely. Fortunately it is not necessary for
us to know the exact event Obadiah is referring to in order to understand his prophecy. What about
the place in which the book was written? Can we determine where the book was written?

Sadly it is again almost impossible to pinpoint where Obadiah was when he wrote his book.
However since Obadiah's concern was the Edomites' rejoicing over an invasion of Jerusalem, it
seems probable that the prophet lived in the Southern Kingdom of Judah and perhaps in Jerusalem
itself. Let us next turn to think about the original book's recipients. Who was Obadiah writing to.

Who was it written to?

No particular person or group is mentioned in the prophecy. However as the prophet is writing in
Judah and his prophecy concerns people living in either Jerusalem or Judah it seems logical to
assume that God intended it for the people of Judah. Let us turn next to look at the genre or type of
writing it is.

g7 HolE Ao #efjA T 1850l B2 B2 =40 stk AA A& H o]
A getell RS 71 S53Au do] B4 AYle AU 2= AA A= Al o] A
54_% W Al7]eh FAaE BelA kst ERE glstr] As el =l o3

M E Ay Eotol Ut dim 2 AleE 9] o] &, 53] Folut A A e 4 JAHY
/\}ﬁi ol AA| =5 A=A HefH o2 dop= Hl el 2 = FYth dE 5
o 3% ol 71 37 M A 7] 4d Apolof] ol fl&& Atk 2= vhe Sl
A el ol o] F A Toﬂ gAst Tl Syt o] A S At wf $-2f= o) H
oftE Wl 53l Hl ol H= AAE 7L ey th = 71 4d o] F-o B
g sy OH}E’FS’Jr st AduE T8 AAPA A2 o A AR o] %1%
AL W dAsta S o= lssynh A e Are s R A g
Aol ARz @)= Akl o Fadslel Solek eEE = Aol sl o]obr]
3%z o] A2 of 2] W @A ste] ofW Mg ou]sh=A] A st Ao *Xl o
< Augyt a8y e entrre] ARt Ao dAshE AAT Hol= F 7HA
3 HFE AAAFYE 7 AEsk A

[

FOE[

5.

2 o
m{n‘,
ol
°“‘m

JlmnloL.ﬂLm
=

&QF frthol stk o 52 ¥k 7] A 853-841 1
9] 041?4:}'% A 71494 605-586

]_

Ut e AE ovie) 19 o
A 7 Q= Q1S Mo AR A A= ojw
G Bl ofel o] Mol AEA & 4 Gk SIAE Qv 18 A M E o
o]l YA A3 A At AL Aol BSFUT. Lel) evjrhe] gL o %
e Agel it ol AlgEe] V| Bolglon g AXAE dirh 43} ofnhE o £
9 A0 Ak AL g0z AE Ae) 1ol o] A7kl B AU o ik
= ol A BA 5 U ol A 2ol A4 A2 elelol i 54 ek Abghol } 4ol



Obadiah — 1 Page 5

AFH UA FHFUnh 2y AR A 7F foholl A 7] S5 19] of| Q1 o] 4
fFotol] Ab= AFE S B3l Ao) 7] wjFo FhdAA ot MAS s 1A S
ool 7Hg sk Ao] =El o ® vyt b2 HojrkA I =9 A=Y 73
BASY

What kind of writing is Obadiah?

The book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament. It is the only single chapter book in
the OT. In the entire bible only 2nd and 3rd John and Philemon are shorter. In terms of length it is
21 verses long and in the NKJV has 666 words. In its original Hebrew it is even shorter at 440
words. It is the 31st book of the Old Testament and the fourth of what we term the 12 minor
prophets. I'm sure you know but let me remind you that they are called minor because the
prophecies they recorded were shorter than the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel (the
“major prophets”). It is not a reflection on their value, importance or significance. Don't forget that
nothing in God's revelation is without huge significance and importance.

The primary genre of Obadiah is prophecy and it is written mostly in the form of Hebrew poetry,
though it does contain some prose. It follows a common practice of giving a wise announcement or
prediction (an oracle) of judgment followed by a prediction of salvation or deliverance.
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Outline of the book

We can neatly divide the book into three parts.

1 | Day of destruction Judgement against Edom is prophesied 1-9
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2 | Day of shame The reason for God's judgment is revealed 10-14
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3 |Day of the Lord What will be the result of God's judgement is 15-21
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What's it's purpose — Why did God speak to Obadiah?

God spoke to Obadiah to announce the destruction of Edom because of her pride and sin against
Judah. The Edomites had treated His chosen people badly and God would not accept that. Obadiah
is one of only three prophets who pronounced judgment primarily on other nations (Nahum and
Habakkuk are the others). The prophet also wants to comfort and reassure Judah by announcing
Edom's destruction and reminding them of Judah's restoration and deliverance in the Day of the
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Lord.

It's message is still relevant today. We are surrounded by hostile enemies who delight at our
troubles. However if we stay true to God He will protect and one day reward us. Equally, He will
judge and punish those who delight in persecuting His children. Let us move on to talk about the
historical setting for the book.
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Historical setting
In order to understand what Obadiah is writing we need to take a little history lesson. I love biblical

history but I know not everyone shares my passion. I'll try therefore to make it as interesting as
possible. To understand Obadiah we need to know about two brothers and the lines of ancestoy that
flowed from them. From one brother came the Edomites, the bad guys in the story, from the other
brother came the nation of Israel, the good guys in the story.

To read their story we need to go to the book of Genesis. In chapter 25 we read about Isaac and his
wife Rebekah having twin sons. The firstborn son was red and hairy, and they named him Esau. The
second son was the crafty and cunning Jacob. The two boys were destined almost from birth to
disagree and struggle with one another. No one was surprised by this because God had told Rebekah
before they were born that this would be the case.

“Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people
shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23)

When the two boys had grown to be men Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of red stew.
From this moment on Esau hated his brother. The brothers would go on to be the fathers of two
nations. Jacob the father of the Israelites and Esau the father of the Edomites. Just like the two
brothers both nations would despise the other and would continue to fight and struggle throughout
history.

Esau’s descendants eventually dominated the southern lands and made their living by agriculture
and trade. One of the ancient trade routes, the King’s Highway passed through Edom, and this made
the Edomites wealthy and powerful.

When the Israelites requested permission to use the route on their exodus from Egypt, they were
rejected by force. Even though they shared a common ancestory the Edomites were bitter and hard-
hearted towards God's people. Despite their poot treatment by the Edomites the Israelites were
forbidden from hating them.
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“You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian,
because you were an alien in his land. (Deut 23:7)

The Edomites did not share these sentiments however.

They regularly attacked Israel and many battles and wars were fought between them. King Saul led
attacks against the Edomotes and eventually 40 years later King David captured Edom and stationed
an army there. Edom became a vassal state. After a great deal of struggle Edom eventually gained
her freedom from Judah, in 845 BC, by rebelling against Jehovah.

Israel then partially recaptured Edom between 790-770 BC. Following this the Edomites revolted
and attacked Judah a second time, during the reign of King Ahaz of Judah (2 Chron. 28:17). Finally,
when King Nebuchadnezzar attacked Judah in 586 BC, the Edomites assisted the Babylonians.
Jerusalem and Solomon's temple were destroyed. Edom, as a closely related nation, should have
helped Judah’s refugees. But instead of offering sympathy and help in their time of need, Edom
happily handed the Israelites over to the conquering Babylonians. The Edomites even murdered
some of the refugees.

Such treachery to a related nation could not be ignored by God. God gave Obadiah a stern message
for Edom, a warning of God’s judgment on them for their terrible treatment of the people of Judah.
The Edomites’ pride and sense of self security became their downfall. Their fortress capital of Sela
(known today as Petra), which they considered unconquerable, became their tomb. Their Arab
neighbors turned on them, taking over their land and their livelihood. The Edomites were pushed
into what had been southern Judah. In the second century BC, and the resurgent Jewish kingdom
under the Maccabees conquered the Edomites and forcibly converted them to Judaism. They
became known as the I[dumeans. If you are very familiar with bible history you might remember a
very famous New Testament king who was an Idumean. I'm talking about king Herod the Great
who became king of Judea in 37 BC.

Ironically the Edomites who cheered when Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC were fighting for
Jerusalem as Idumeans in 70 AD when Jerusalem was again destroyed. After this the Edomites
vanished from history. There we go! I've given you a very brief overview of the book of Obadiah.
We can now begin our study by looking at verse 1.
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Verse 1

The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord Gob concerning Edom
(We have heard a report from the LORD,

And a messenger has been sent among the nations, saying,

“Arise, and let us rise up against her for battle”):
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Verse one begins by succinctly telling us what we are reading. This is the shortest title for any OT
book. What we are reading is a vision a chazon (khwa-zon) that was received by Obadiah. Vision is
used here, and in other places in the OT to describe a communication or revelation that comes
directly from God. What Obadiah is receiving is coming from Yahweh the sovereign God all
nations. We are then told that what the prophet is about to reveal concerns Edom.

As we have seen Israel and Edom were close but very unfriendly neighbours. That this vision
concerns Edom is unusual as typically God sends a prophet to deliver a message to His chosen
people. Jonah of course would be another instance of a prophecy for another people. Next we are
told that Obadiah has received a “news” report from God. It seems that Edom's enemies are joining
forces against her. In the ancient world messengers or envoys would be sent between nations to
bring news or call for support. We are then to picture messengers traveling to nations surrounding
Edom telling them to prepare their armies for war. Edom's time is up. Soon she will be judged and
then destroyed. There is no indication that God is prompting this but as we know God often uses
natural means to bring about His will. He used the Babylonians for example to bring judgement on
Israel.

The downfall and destruction of Edom has been decided. Next time we will see what God has
planned for Edom.
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Things to think about
I have one comment to make from today's passage.

The danger of pride
The Edomites were a proud and prideful people. In their houses and fortifications carved out of rock

they thought they were safe. No one could touch them. They could act exactly how they wished
without there being any consequences. They were about to find out how wrong they were. God is
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merciful and often very patient but eventually that patience expires. There are nations today that
think they are untouchable. They think that they can bully others and do just as they please. The
Chinese communist party for example thinks it can carry out genocide on the Uighur people and
there is nothing anyone can do about it.

In almost every country around the world abortion is legal and often encouraged. In the UK in 2019
there were just over 207,000 babies murdered. Don't be foolish enough to think that God is just
ignoring this. God is merciful and often very patient but eventually that patience expires. Do not be
naive, there are always consequences for the things we do or the things we permit others to do.

And in our own lives we are frequently prideful and proud. We cling onto sinful habits and think
God is either not noticing or unwilling to act. We forget that there are consequences often serious
ones for the sins we commit. God is merciful in forgiving us our sins when we repent but that does
not mean that our sinning comes without consequences. Let us then beware of our pride. The place
to be is down on our knees confessing our sins and seeking God's mercy. Let us remember that God
is always watching us and try and live lives that bring honor and glory to Him and not shame on us.
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