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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 74 — Sermon notes
Title: “Jesus buried”

Scripture: Mark 15:42-47

Date preached: March 17th 2024

Scripture: Mark 15:42-47

42 Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before
the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting
for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. 44 Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he
asked him if He had been dead for some time. 45 So when he found out from the centurion,
he granted the body to Joseph. 46 Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped
Him in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled
a stone against the door of the tomb. 47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses
observed where He was laid.
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Review
Before we look at today's passage of scripture which concerns Jesus' burial let's review what we
looked at last Sunday.

We spoke in some detail about Jesus' death upon the cross. In particular, we looked at the five
dramatic events that accompanied our saviour's death. Mark tells us that the first dramatic event was
a darkness that had descended upon the land. This darkness covered the earth from 12 noon until
3pm. This as I told you last time was no ordinary solar eclipse. Jesus' crucifixion took place during
the celebration of Passover. A time when the moon is full, not the time when solar eclipses are
naturally possible. So what happened here was a supernatural event.

God stepped in and temporarily interrupted the normal running of His creation. This is something
that as its creator and sustainer is His divine prerogative. It is however something that God rarely
chooses to do. Why then did He choose to do so here?

Many scholars connect this darkness to the words of the prophet Amos. He had prophesied that on
God's day of judgement God will make the sun go down at noon (Amos 8:9). We can also draw a
parallel with what happened around the time of the first passover in Egypt. The ninth plague God
sent upon the Egyptians was three days of darkness, this event was followed by the tenth plague the
death of the firstborn. A death that was passed over in the case of the Israelites who killed a lamb
and spread its blood around the door frame. Here at this momentous Passover we see a similar
pattern emerge. A period of darkness (3 hours), followed by a death of the firstborn and the
shedding of “the lambs” blood which results in a much more significant passover.
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It's also interesting to think about the darkness covering the land as a re-creation event. Let me take
you back to the opening of scripture. In the beginning there was only darkness or chaos. As we read
in Genesis 1:2.

The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.

This was because before the creation event there was an absence of design or order (Gen 1). As God
spoke He created order. He introduced light and design and in effect dispelled chaos. Here Jesus on
the cross speaks again into the darkness and through His acts and words brings order. He once and
for all time defeats the power of darkness and chaos.

As the moment of His death draws near Jesus cried out. These were the second and third dramatic
events. Jesus' first words, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me,” reflect His unbearable
anguish at His estrangement from God. At this moment bearing our wretched sins He was
temporarily separated from fellowship with the Father. It was this estrangement and not the intense
physical pain that made Jesus cry out.

Those standing nearby mishear His cry. They think He is calling out to Elijah. The prophet Elijah
who was taken directly up to heaven without dying was regarded as a messianic type figure. The

belief was that he would return to rescue the righteous when needed (Malachi 4:5). So the people
think Jesus is calling out to Elijah in His hour of need.

It is also at this point that Jesus is offered some sour wine on a stick. I spoke last week about how
His severe physical condition may have left Him with extreme thirst. Following this, His mission
complete the Lord Jesus dies. It is 3pm.

At the moment of His death we see the fourth dramatic event take place. The large curtain or veil in
the temple is torn from top to bottom. This immense curtain divided the Holy of Holies from the
rest of the temple. The Holy of Holies represented God's divine presence. Only the High Priest was
permitted to enter this most sacred of areas and on just one day of the year. The symbolic meaning
is not difficult to discern. The old system or way of approaching God is now becoming obsolete.
Now through Christ's sacrifice believers are given full, direct and permanent access into the
presence of God.

The fifth and final dramatic event was the declaration made by the Roman centurion. He was almost
certainly the leader of the execution squad. It was his job to supervise the execution of the
condemned men including Jesus. He was probably a seasoned veteran. A man who had seen and
dispensed death on many occasions. As he watches Jesus die he exclaims, “Truly this Man was the
Son of God!” We don't know exactly what he meant by this. We examined some of the possibilities
last time. Whatever lay behind his words he spoke the truth.

We concluded last time by mentioning the women who looked on and watched in horror and great
sadness. Mark tells us that among this group were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joseph and Salome. These women had joined Jesus in Galilee and had followed Him as he travelled
around. They had offered Him their support and help as He lived as an itinerant preacher and
teacher. We should not overlook, or ever minimise the importance of their role. Jesus was a radical
rabbi. In a culture that shunned and looked down upon women Jesus did the opposite. He
welcomed, taught, respected and loved women. Now these women who had given up all to follow
Him looked on as the man they had grown to love breathed His last. That they were present and
witnessing all that transpired will later be significant.

Today we will turn and look at what happened following Jesus death.
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42 Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before
the Sabbath,

Jesus is dead His precious body remains nailed and hanging on the cross. Mark tells us that evening
had come. The Jews recognized two evenings, “early evening,” which extended from 3pm to 6pm,
and “evening,” which meant after 6pm. By the Jewish way of reckoning this was when the new day
began.

Mark here refers to the “Preparation Day” this was the period of time that stretched from Thursday
dusk to Friday dusk. As its name suggests this was the time when Jewish people readied everything
for the Sabbath. We must remember that no work could be undertaken on the Sabbath. So food
needed to be prepared and cooked, wood chopped for the fire and animals had to be tended. Also
included as “work™ and as a consequence forbidden on a Sabbath would be preparing a body for a
burial.

Therefore if His followers want Jesus is to be accorded a proper burial they will need to work
quickly. They must seek permission to take down His body, prepare a shroud and spices, remove
His body, wrap it in linen and then put the corpse in the tomb. All of this has to be completed before
6pm (sundown) on the Friday when the Sabbath officially begins.

We know of course that the disciples, John excepted have fled. Only the women followers remain.
Who will step up and offer to bury Jesus? Well let's read on and find out.

42 11 '=2 QPRI T 2 ORI T [Sl= 2R0REL IRiM Ho| %iEXt

Ol-e2 =N, 10| St &2 X 8] AP of| 0iEe] EELE OP k= X=H0] 2Tk Sl REHR
=2 2% 3 AFE 6 APIKIE 20Bk= “OfF X" 1t 22 6 A| Of2S Sk “AS' S TEHEHIEL REHR!
O A0 =T O] W AL 'ZO| ARtz LI

OP I OP k= “SHRI = Ctgoh! U=H| Of= S0 220 ARBIY 2822 E=7/K| Ol0 = 7RI0IEH
Ch O] M= RURIS0| OIS 2l 2= 2 THIOK: WRELCE Q0= Of 2 ot 4= G t= 2 7|
ptoFeiLifl 2222 SAIS THIOEL Z2PI0FHCH =5 AP | 2l 2 M LiFet S5 THPIOF Y
SHEE ZARIE ARS FHok= A “ 2ol 22l 1 20} OM20f 2 4= BIREEHIEL

292 Ol EXE0| Ol SHIE M= X224 e | SX00FELE 352 =2 ARIE U
o, okt oS FHlok, A ONELZ MM FEO| QRGP | 26l SIS TooF 2l Of 2= 22 oM
20| SAHeZ ARE= 50 22 6 A|SIfES) OFH0| RIZ=00F L 22 29ks MRS MKIS0| 2+
EAZELIEL OFd FEAISE EELEE 7 LA Ol SARRIE R MRRbriee 17 Al 10{=1 20k
AL

43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the
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kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus.

Step forward Joseph of Arimathea. This fascinating biblical character is mentioned in all four
gospel accounts but only in relation to Jesus burial. This is his first mention in Mark's gospel. While
there is not much information in the Bible about Joseph of Arimathea, there are certain things we
can glean from the various texts which mention him. Let us deal firstly with his name and town of
origin. Joseph was a common name in the first century and there are a number of Joseph's
mentioned throughout scripture. Therefore to help avoid confusion Mark includes his town of origin
as an identifier.

The Judean town of Arimathea is said to have been located about 20 miles north-west of Jerusalem.

Next we are told that he was a prominent member of the council. This means he was a member of
the Sanhedrin. This council which contained 71 members was the highest authority in the land. So
to be a member made you a very important and notable person. You would be someone looked up to
and respected. New members had to be voted in by the council, and if a member died a replacement
would be picked from amongst their exclusive ranks. So what I'm trying to impart is that Joseph
was a prominent Jew.

We also learn something interesting about his character. He know that he was a member of the the
council that had gathered and called for Jesus death. But, Luke tells us that Joseph was "a good and
just man" (Luke 23:50) who disagreed with the Sanhedrin's effort to crucify Jesus (Luke 23:50-51).
So we are seeing something of Joseph's character emerge here. He comes across as a strong minded
independent thinker. A man who sought after truth. Not a man easily swayed by the weight of peer
pressure.

We also learn from Matthew that He was rich (Matthew 27:57). The source of his wealth is
unknown but the fact that he owned his own as yet unused tomb suggests he was a wealthy
individual.

Finally, and most importantly we learn that he was a follower, actually a “disciple” of Jesus (Matt
27:57). Mark tells us that he was waiting for the Kingdom of God. This means he was a devout
Jew who had come to faith in Jesus. However John tells us that while Joseph does follow Jesus, he
does so secretly in fear that other members of the Sanhedrin will find out (John 19:38).

What you might wonder became of Joseph of Arimathea? The bible never mentions him again
following his involvement in the burial of Jesus. Did he join the early church in Jerusalem? His fate
remains a mystery. Legend has him becoming the first Christian missionary to Britain. Apparently
he carried the Holy Grail to Britain and founded Glastonbury Abbey. A nice story, but sadly unlikely
to be true. Let's get back to the bible.

Joseph steels himself to go and visit Pilate. Why you might ask did this act take courage. There are
two different components that we need to consider. Firstly we must consider his standing in Jewish
society. He was a member of the Sanhedrin. They had just declared Jesus to be guilty of blasphemy.
To them Jesus was the worst kind of offender; an enemy of God. They would have wanted Jesus
body to have been taken down from the cross and thrown into a common grave. This was the
outcome for many victims of crucifixion. So had they known that Joseph accompanied by
Nicodemus (John 19:39) had gone to Pilate to ask for Jesus body there would have been serious
ramifications.

Secondly we have to consider his request to the Roman authorities. To the Romans Jesus was guilty
of high treason. He claimed to be king and had tried to usurp the authority of Caesar (Mark 15:26).
For such an offence it was usual to leave the body hanging on the cross. The corpse would be left to
rot and be picked at by birds of prey. It was intended as an additional layer of humiliation and to
serve as a warning to others. Eventually the body would be taken down and thrown into a garbage
pit. However if the family requested the body it was fairly common that the authorities would hand
it over for a proper burial. Joseph was not a family member. So he cannot know how Pilate will take
his request. He might have faced animosity or even scorn. So courage was required. Let us continue
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and see how Pilate responds.

43 ORI AR Q412 SZISP| REI=S NP M ol El] AKIE 2781 = =Y =2 2| oo
SILIER| LIRIE 7R l= AROREL

OR2OiCH 2/40[ LEGLIEE Of ORI QlE2 | S3M 2701 ST O] Feflet 2zt sl
Op =S O] F20IM IVt AMSe= el J80f= O IDIE] 2401 2ot 827 EIX| BXI2E IS 2Ecke
CISH =20 RaP & 4= Qi halot 2420| USHE B 0| OfFdt S X[HRILEE 2421 APl =
oF OIS0 |RIoM 4 TP 24 A0[et OIE0] BO| LEFLEL iR =255 Ipl | f6f P k= SLKIS B!
LICE

T OfE O Pitti= OFaE0iM SARCE 9F20 i 20T 220 kel RELIEE

Wt olelo] XMEet OfA0IRIER HERILEE OPI2 WHIBII=ZIO| SfROIRIER= 242 SR 71 2| =f
O el O] 2fef= OALIAO| A ZRARSLIEL 2P 1 20| ECH= 42 O SRSk a2t 2ot AL
200 =l g FZEE= ARIRILICE o (OO0 O 10 OO0 (O O, 2f20] ARSI =&A01
TR0 1| 20| MEELEE TR AP FORL 242 Z2 Q0] &S RERORICRE 2RI

Fel= Eoh 110|201 Thol| ShI22 BE 2| 2Lt 1= Ol 5= S0P | 2iol 221 L6i|I=210] 22
ORELIEL TR 477 k= 2A40| "5k Q=2 Al (77155 23:50) OIRICH ARI=2I0] OF-EHE AP [of
R Hort= 20| S| BRI ZRLIE7 152 23:50-51). 0P[O 24do] 20 2R =T
e okl S=20| Y &M ESc| Ris 2ot 0SS 7R SRR AR 2 Rl

I DEESS Soll VHRAIRERE Aldg € == UELE(DENES 27:57). 0| F2| M= kK| B
THARBER| B2 FES F0KL QLKE A2 VHERS KES M RILEE

DRz 71E 0ot 42 7t of=ER| REXIRICH “MKP k= AMRILICkOF27:57). OP k= 27t 6l
o] LIEI& 7[F2[x1 QR 2RO} Of= I OlHE 2| &l =akot FriRi0[RCk= SRILIEL 124+ 2ot
2 2410| Of=HE == SPHABEER| CIE TSR0 | 7HFaiR! HIZE 0 R0 2Rl Ck 293 19:3
8).

ORZBICH 01| OfH 0| LORE=K| SR 42 02| 22| 0[R2 CiA = 5 O1E5HK| 55LIEE
= O 2 e |of| 23427/l 10| 2R DR |2 HORISLIEE OAW]| [EH = B 2P| V=
W MuAPFERQICEN SHICE T= 4HIE BRO= 70 Glastonbury Abbey = MBLEL SLCE SOER
OOP K2HAKEO| OF 7[5 e0| =5 #E2= S0P IELIEL

22 BRI=S Wi 7P |2 2Lt O| US| 2l 87 P HERMEX| =5 + USHE f2PFneppr
7K 827+ USHEE T L2 RE Ao 10| XIRIE 124610k Bl = AB{=E10| 2fR0[EL
Ch 252 5 OFE AHd2=x2 MRELIEE IS0 Ok ZRi0] -EKIO [ SR ZORELEE
=2 Ol ARE AP [0 201U 227301 EXP IS #RiE ZRILIEE Op0| AP ol X Bfel B2 5
0 000000 220 240] LH|=RE SPAl @9KRS19:39) 20| 704 Ol Alkls 2RI
= AES SRUCRIH tizet Zap 22 iS ZRUHE

=M= 20+ Z=0f| Chiet 10| @S DiioF 2LEE 20IRIS0IH| Ok BISEIS ot ZROREEHH J=
ApLIO] ZOEEL 01 7O e] HRHE TIESIE 1 RELIE R 15:26). 2o BERIC| ARE2 AP o] D
Ot = Z10| LEPHOIREELIEE AP =S KIE0] W=Re| BOPHELIE Of= KIS Tiokl CEE AR
H BSI= Ql=REHE E= ARE2 LiedRA Ae1p o] BHEEILIEE 24 7KS0] ARtls 2o X
TRE ?bll Alrls B 20| EFERIRELIEE 242 70| Of-IREELIEE 2 BRI 0 2FS Of
T ZOIS K| & == BRSHIEE J= ZPHO I+ 2K (0] 20| 2TAS = USLIEE 22 87 PHERSY
S ARSIA 2RI | OfEH| HISOI=X| 2SI




Mark 74 — Sermon Notes Page 7

44 Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if
He had been dead for some time. 45 So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the
body to Joseph.

Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus had already died. This was because crucifixion was designed
to be a long slow agonising death. Today in places where capital punishment is carried out the
process is quick. Authorities want to despatch convicted criminals in the most efficient and humane
way possible. In the US for example the most commonly used form of execution is the lethal
injection. 28 US states authorise this method of execution. Killing convicted criminals in this way is
relatively quick. In most cases death can be confirmed within 10 minutes of administering the first
of three separate injections.

Making the death quick was not a concern to the Romans. In fact they had purposefully designed
crucifixion to be the exact opposite. They wanted the victim to die slowly in great pain. Today the
thought of this unnecessary cruelty horrifies us, but let us consider the Roman's motivations. They
were attempting to hold together a vast and diverse empire. It's true that they possessed large, well
trained and well equipped armies. But in truth they were always vastly outnumbered by those they
ruled over. The peace of the empire was a fragile thing. So a strong legal system backed up by harsh
punishment was one effective means of maintaining order.

We see the opposite working today particularly in Western Europe. When laws and punishments are
weak it serves to embolden bad behaviour. If you gauge the odds of being caught to be low and then
combine this with a weak judicial system what's the deterrent to committing crime? Let me give
you a shocking example. Between October 22" 2022 and September 22" 2023, 67,938 rapes were
reported to the UK authorities. Of these rapes only 2.4% or a little over 1600 resulted in the rapist
being caught and charged by the police (Source Rape Crisis England and Wales). So UK rapists, or
potential rapists have close to a 98% change of being able to get away with rape. That's far from
being a massive deterrent!

So the Romans were harsh because they knew it worked. You would certainly think twice about
becoming a thief if you knew being caught meant crucifixion.

So Jesus death which took place after 6 hours was short by usual crucifixion standards. At times, it
took up to 48 hours or longer for a person to die. In some rare cases it might take up to 6 days!
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As an interesting aside the Jehovah's Witnesses claim that Jesus was crucified on a torture stake and
not a cross. They claim it was a single stake with no crossbeam and so His hands were lifted above
His head and nailed to the stake.

The bible is not clear on the exact shape of Jesus “cross” however, there is very good medical
evidence that strongly works against it being a torture stake. In an article on crucifixion in the
Guardian newspaper entitled “How crucifixion kills” physiologist Jeremy Ward, noted that the
torture stake form of crucifixion was the most severe. This is due to the extreme difficulty of
breathing in this position. Death would occur in less than 30 minutes. And yet we know that Jesus
survived on the cross for 6 hours. So for this reason alone we can dismiss the torture stake theory.
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We do know from the gospel record that the two robbers crucified alongside Him were not yet dead.
The Roman soldiers were forced to break their legs in order to hasten their demise (John 19:32). In
order to breathe on the cross it required you to push yourself up using your legs. With broken legs

you could not do this and hence died quickly. Jesus had been discovered to already be dead. This
was verified when a soldier stabbed Him in the side with his spear (John 19:34).

Pilate summoned the centurion and finds out that Jesus had indeed died. Its noteworthy that Pilate
investigated things for himself. He didn't simply take the news about Jesus death at face value. It's a
good reminder to us that we need to investigate any claims made to us. The centurion who had
spent his professional career as a soldier surrounded by death confirmed that Jesus had been dead
for some time. Pilate then agreed to give the body to Joseph.

It was unusual to give the corpse of a person condemned for treason to anyone but a family
member. We are left then to wonder whether Pilate felt some guilt about what had happened to
Jesus. Did he hand over the body to Joseph because he felt shame? Let us continue and see what
Joseph does with the body.
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46 Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid Him

in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb.

Every culture has its own rituals or ways of handling bodies and preparing them for either burial or
cremation. For the Jews it was a quick process, this was especially true in Jesus case because it had
to be done before the Sabbath began. So the Lord Jesus is taken down from the cross and
Nicodemus and Joseph perhaps assisted by their servants go through the burial rituals.

Normally the first step would have been the ritual of washing the body. This is not mentioned as
happening here, but we need to remember that they had to work quickly. There is also no anointing
of the body mentioned here by Mark or in the other synoptic gospels. The omission of these
important steps provides the motivation for the women’s return to the tomb on Sunday morning

The next step would have been to wrap the body in long sheets of linen. This is duly done for Jesus.
It was as you were doing this that it was the custom to place herbs or spices between the layers. As I
just mentioned the synoptics do not include this detail occurring, John however tells us they used 75
pounds (35 kg) of a mixture of myrrh and aloes (John 19:39-40). This is a vast quantity of this
expensive substance. It is way more than would normally have been used. Does John want us to
understand that when it comes to Christ we are not to hold anything back? This may be true but I'm
more inclined to think the quantity is reflective of the majesty of the person being buried. This was
the quantity that would be used for a royal personage. A king was being buried and therefore a
kingly quantity of herbs and spices would be used. The final thing to be done was to place a face
cloth or covering over the face.

The next thing they did was carry Jesus' wrapped body to the tomb site. Today if we bury bodies in
cemeteries we must dig down into the earth. We prepare a horizontal hole in which to lay the body
flat. This was not the way they did things in Palestine. Only very poor people were buried in the
ground. They would be placed in vertical shafts dug into specially designated fields. Most people
however placed there dead into holes, caves or vaults dug into the hillsides. Where possible natural
caves or holes would be utilised. Its hard work to chip away at stone so far better to use what exists
naturally. If natural caves were not available then spaces would be hewn from the rock. These were
known as kokhim meaning “niche” in Hebrew. The most basic kokhim resembled simple shelves
carved into the rock on which bodies could be lain.

If a family was wealthy they may elect to make a more elaborate tomb. At times these tombs
contained several rooms in which multiple family members could be lain. The bodies would remain
in this state for about a year. After this time had elapsed family members would return to the tomb
and collect the bones and place them in a box called an ossuary. This would be labelled with the
person's name and stored at the back of the tomb.
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Jesus was placed in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. Matthew tells us that this was Joseph's
own tomb that he (more likely his servants) had cut out of the rock (Matt 27:50). We don't know
exactly what Jesus' burial tomb looked like. But we do have surviving tombs of the period that can
guide us. The entrance into the tomb was usually no higher than three feet. Inside there may be a
ledge or ledges cut into the rock or a stone table on which to lay the body The entrance would be
sealed or closed by rolling across a large circular shaped stone. If the tombs owner was particularly
wealthy a groove may have been chiselled into the rock to make rolling the stone easier. With or
without a guiding groove the stone would have been heavy and may have required two of more men
to roll it into place,

Jesus then has been prepared and placed in His tomb. All this had been done before the Sabbath had
begun. Just a word here about the sacrifice made by Joseph and Nicodemus. In entering into Pilate,
a Gentile's presence they had made themselves ceremonially unclean. This was further compounded
when they handled a dead body.

All of this meant that they would be unable to participate in the Passover feast. It's difficult for us to
imagine today what this meant to the Jews. To be unable to enjoy this collective gathering and
celebration would have been devastating to these two prominent Jewish men. But they were willing
to forsake their own needs in order to ensure that Jesus received a proper burial.

Let us conclude today's study by looking at verse 47.
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47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was laid.

At first glance we might think it odd that Mark includes this rather trivial detail. Why tell us that
two of the women who were at the cross saw where He was buried? Its importance lies in providing
valuable evidence against spurious claims regarding the resurrection. One of the less convincing
claims made about the resurrection, or more accurately the empty tomb was that the women simply
went to the wrong place. This was why it was empty. No miracle had taken place. This argument is
without merit when we know that the two Mary's witnessed first-hand where Jesus body was laid.
They observed and carefully remembered its location. They did this for a very good reason. They
intended to return.

It is now the Sabbath a day on which no work may be undertaken. The women will return early on
Sunday morning in order to anoint Jesus's body. What happens next Lord willing will be the subject
of our next sermon.

47 O 2fEiE} 022} M| o Diejok= ofrEe] AWS ‘20| & X& XP{ EHu RREL

OB 20l OP O Aot MIE ARE 7152t 20| Ofefet = RELIEE AP H IOl QU & ORPHOleE
0| 22l X& EUCH T6|= O+ 11242 F20]| 2ot 73 380 Sz 75t 342 Missi2
= SERLH F2 O Felopis B FE0| 2ot 2520 8l T S ol ORIS0| Thed| 2RE a2
ZAEkE Z4HEE 5oL | FEO| HIOREAHOR OFFE 7 M= JOIIK| RRI0]

SIZH S DREOP O] ARIO] PHKRIE! XS 2R =ZRICKE Ak2 O 80| 7K §lgS Eofat It =2
T PRI 2R 2| 2| 7 1iELIEE 30| O ot HPfk= O &2 Ol (LI I52 =0k
0 OO

K52 off L= 2 == Bl QPURILIEE ORIS2 2R OFY 2% S0 Of-ER| =01 RS HIS Rl
Ch CFS &ofi] 11 20| Chol| 2=2at It

Things to think about
I have two comments to make on today's passage of scripture.

Me 25 48 50| tish & 7| 2R42 MM S 5L
1 Being bold for Christ

In our account today we read about the courage or boldness of Joseph of Arimathea. He had to go
and ask for a favour from a man who wielded great power, and at times was little more than a
tyrant. Pilate might have laughed in his face or openly mocked him, “What is this man to you? Why
are you wasting my time?”’ Pilate might even have reported his request to another member of the
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Sanhedrin. That really would have made life difficult for Joseph. They would I'm sure have asked
him some tough questions. None of these considerations seemed to deter Joseph. He boldly went
ahead and did what was right.

What about us? How bold are we for Christ? Our boldness might manifest itself in a variety of
ways. It might show itself in the boldness we exhibit in sharing our faith. Being bold in this area
means courageously sharing the gospel with others. Are you bold in this area?

It might show itself in boldly standing on God's truth and resisting any compromise. Are you rock
solid in what you believe and stand against what the culture today promotes? Or are you like a reed
bending in whichever direction the wind blows? I hope you are the former.

It might show itself in simply having the courage to profess to others that you are a follower of
Christ. That you really love Him and seek to obey what He has told you to do. Perhaps to some of
you listening that doesn't sound like being very bold. But to others, telling friends, co-workers or
family members you are a Christian requires courage. Being courageous is not a jacket that comes
in one single size. For each of us courage or boldness varies. But all of us need it in one size or
another.

How sad it is today that the church in general, and many professing Christians are wishy-washy or
half-hearted in their commitment. How ineffective most of us are due in part to our lack of
boldness. The times are becoming more urgent. Now is the time for action and engagement. It is not
the time for us to be fearful and cowardly.

Boldness is a gift from God. We need to seek Him through prayer and devotion and ask Him to
bless us with conviction, commitment and urgency. May we desire to be bold for Christ in this dark
and dying world.
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2 The importance of attention
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I love the Sherlock Holmes stories written by Arthur Conan Doyle. I've read them all multiple
times. I particularly enjoy the exchanges Holmes has with the ever faithful Watson. Over time, and
after having observed Holmes at work Watson begins to believe that he too has picked up Holmes'
“special technique.” Actually Holmes' technique revolves around very keen observation and then
clever deduction or analysis of what these observances mean. Occasionally Holmes will humour
Watson and ask him to explain what he sees, and more importantly what it means. Watson often
does quite a good job, but when he has finished Holmes always points out what he has failed to
observe. This is frequently a vital clue needed to solve the case.

The point I'm making is that in our Christian lives we need to be keenly attentive. This was
demonstrated in our account today. In their great sadness we could excuse the two Mary's for not
paying attention to where Jesus' body was placed. But had they not been watching closely they
would not have known where to go on Sunday following the Sabbath.

We need to be attentive to properly see the people and the world around us. If we are wandering
around in a daze, or are so wrapped up in our own affairs we might miss the needs and opportunities
that lie around us.

At times in our busy lives we can easily lose attention. If I throw one ball to you it's simple enough
to catch it. If I throw two at once its harder to catch both. If I throw four or five balls at once it will
be very difficult if not impossible to catch them all. Life can at times be just like this analogy. With
all the things we have to handle its easy to take our eyes off the most important thing. Its easy to
lose attention or to have our thoughts wander.

The most important thing in our lives is the Lord Jesus Christ. Make no mistake Satan loves nothing
more than to distract us away from Him. Satan's not fussy about where our attention goes provided
its not on Jesus. Work, entertainment, social media, music, family issues, politics, financial
concerns are all ways in which we can be distracted and lose our attention.

So at times we all need a reminder. We need to take stock and run a check. Have we lost focus?
Has our attention wandered? Lord help us we pray to always have our hearts and minds fixed upon
you. Help us to be attentive and observant so that we can faithfully serve you. May we be ever
faithful servants who are ready to act when our master calls.
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