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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 71 — Sermon Notes

Title: “Our Lord mocked”
Scripture: Mark 15:16-20

Date preached: February 25" 2024

Scripture: Mark 15:16-20

16 Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together
the whole garrison. 17 And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of
thorns, put it on His /ead, 18 and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 Then
they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they
worshiped Him. 20 And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His
own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.
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Review
Before we turn our attention to today's passage of scripture let us briefly review what we looked at
last time.

Last week we looked at Mark's account of Jesus trial before the Roman governor Pontius Pilate.
Let's very briefly recap where we are in the process of Jesus' arrest and trials as it is easy to get
confused.

Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and taken back into Jerusalem. He would go
through six separate trials. The first three were religious in nature and took place before Annas (the
former High priest), Caiaphas (the current High priest) and finally before Caiaphas and the full
Sanhedrin council. These trials took place throughout Thursday night, or more accurately very early
on Friday morning. They were conducted in great haste in order to have all things settled before the
Roman court met at around 6am. Roman judges were early birds! So if the Sanhedrin wanted the
Roman authorities to pass judgement on Friday before the Sabbath began they had to get Jesus
before Pilate early. So these Jewish religious hearings were designed (fixed) to find Jesus guilty of
breaking the Mosaic Law. This was duly accomplished. Jesus was found guilty of blasphemy. He
claimed to be God. Under Jewish law this meant he could be stoned to death. The problem was that
since the Jews were now living under Roman occupation the right to carry out capital punishment
had been removed. Therefore in order for Jesus to be executed He had to be found guilty and
sentenced under Roman civil law. The Sanhedrin decide that they will tell the Romans that Jesus is
guilty of treason. That he is claiming to be the real king and not Caesar.

This was why Jesus was taken very early in the morning to meet the Roman governor Pontius
Pilate. Pilate's normal residence was as Caesarea Maritima on the Mediterranean coast, but for the
big Jewish feast or festivals he came and stayed in Jerusalem. This pleased some of the Jews, they
enjoyed having this important representative of the empire in their presence. This wasn't really why
the governor came however. He really came so that he would be on hand to counter any uprising or
revolution. As we have noted before Jews were obliged to travel to Jerusalem for the three big
pilgrimage festivals (Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot). This meant that at these times the city swelled
to many times its normal size with zealous and patriotic Jews. If anyone wanted to incite a political
uprising this would be the perfect time to do it.
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As I said last Pontius Pilate had no great affection for the Jews. In fact, he loathed them. We know
this because he deliberately caused great offence to the Jews by hanging worship images of the
emperor throughout Jerusalem and having coins bearing pagan religious symbols minted. He could
have acted in more sensitive ways but chose not to.

His exchange with Jesus is very interesting. As a pagan he's not interested in the Jewish leaders'
accusation that Jesus claimed to be God. That issue was of no concern to him, as a pagan what's one
more god when you already accept a plethora of deities. However as the Roman emperors' official
representative in the region he has to be concerned with the claim of treason. There can be only one
emperor so anyone trying to usurp him faces death.

Despite the best efforts of the Sanhedrin to convince him of Jesus' guilt Pilate remains unmoved. It's
clear to him that Jesus does not pose a threat to the empire or even the region. He does not lead a
vast army who are about to rise up and overpower the Roman military machine. Pilate who despite
his failings is no fool has worked out that these men are simply envious or jealous of Jesus. They
envy His popularity, His wisdom and the authority He wields. That is why they want Him done
away with. Pilate also knows they don't really care about the charge of treason or the well-being of
the Roman empire. He is therefore minded to release Jesus.

This greatly infuriates the Jewish leaders who try to convince Pilate that Jesus is a rebel who is
leading the people away from their “beloved” Caesar. It's at this point in the proceedings that Pilate
learns that Jesus is from Galilee. This area lay under the control of the Roman client ruler Herod
Antipas. Pilate thinks that he can pass the problem off onto him. So Jesus is sent to be tried before
Herod. This event, trial number 5 is not recorded in Mark. Luke however tells us that Herod was
pleased to finally meet Jesus. He had heard much about Him and hoped He might perform a
miracle. He asked Jesus many questions, but received no response from the Lord. Angered by this
Herod and his men dress Jesus up in an elegant robe and mock Him. He is then returned to Pilate
for the sixth and final trial.

It was apparently a custom that on special feast days the Roman governor would release, or pardon
a convicted prisoner. It was regarded as a gesture of goodwill that was designed to placate the
people and make them believe their overlords were compassionate men. Pilate thinks that this
custom provides him with an opportunity. He can use it spare an innocent man a terrible fate. He
doesn't want to execute Jesus, and he certainly doesn't want to give into the wishes of the Jewish
elite whom he loathes. He gives the assembled crowd a choice. They are to be the ones to decide.
They can spare either Jesus, innocent of all sins or a convicted prisoner called Barabbas. Barabbas
had led an uprising against Rome and was guilty of murder. Pilate naively things that the people
will want to have Jesus pardoned. How wrong he was. The Jewish leaders mingle among the crowd
in order to stir them up. They begin to scream for Barabbas to be freed. They want Pilate to crucify
Jesus.

Pilate reveals himself here to be a weak and indecisive ruler. A man more interested in pleasing the
people rather than doing what was right. He could have, should have done what his conscience told
him to do. He knew that Jesus was innocent and his own wife had warned him to have nothing to do
with this righteous man. But Pilate didn't do the right thing. Instead, he has Jesus scourged. He
hoped that this brutal and barbaric punishment would be enough. It was not. Even seeing the flesh
ripped from Jesus back and legs was not enough to calm the hatred of the crowd. The people
demanded that Jesus be executed. Pilate seeking to please the crowd agreed.

This is where we will pick up the story today.
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16 Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together
the whole garrison.

Following the scourging Jesus is led into the Praetorium. This is a Latin loan word that refers to the
residence or the headquarters of the Roman governor. It derives from the Latin word “praetor,”
which means “leader” or “commander.” In ancient Rome, the “praetor” was a high-ranking official
who had a variety of duties, including judging legal cases and commanding troops. In the province
of Judea there were two praetoriums. One was located in Caesarea (Acts 23:35) and the other was
here in Jerusalem.

As with many smaller details contained in the gospels there is considerable debate as to the exact
location of the Practorium. There are two possible sites. Some argue that it was to be found in the
Antonia Fortress near the temple mount. Others claim that the Praetorium was located in the
sumptuous building that had previously been Herod's palace. This was located on the Hill of Zion in
the western part of the city. Both Philo and Josephus testify that the Roman governors stayed in
Herod’s Palace while they were in Jerusalem and carried out their trials on the pavement
immediately outside it (Josephus, Jewish Wars, 2:14:8).

In 2001 some archaeologists discovered some of the pavement remains under a corner of the Tower
of David. This is on the western side of the old city where Herod's palace stood. So today the
majority position, and the one to which I subscribe is that Jesus was tried, scourged and humiliated
at Herod's palace on the western side of the city. This opinion is reflected in the translation choices
taken by some of the more recent bible versions. For example the NIV, the ESV and the NASB all
insert the word “palace.” Anyway now that we have established where we are in terms of location
let's get back to the text.

Mark tells us that once Jesus was led into the hall of the Praetorium the whole “garrison” was called
together. The word garrison used here is a translation of the Greek word speria. As I have explained
before this is a technical military term to describe a cohort, or the tenth part of a Roman legion. This
figure varied throughout history but originally referred to a force of 600 men.

It was however also a term used to describe a smaller force of men. This is I think how it's being
used here. It seems unlikely that the entire Roman military force of 600 men would be called out,
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but rather that those on duty, or present at that time were called out. Let us see how these Roman
soldiers treated the Lord Jesus.

16 TIS2 O S $52| 20 2l = 2EFE 00 7P 2 FrifE 2om

KRS 51 2 GRE SSK Practorium 2 Z2PRILIC OpIS 20t 50| 76| e =HE 7}
2P | 21210} CHEORRILIEE Of="XISAP tE " KigfEh 2 Ol 2HEI0|"practor O] REYEIRESLIEE T}
EDPI * EREF 2 A% T TOH KIgl S TIPS T2 19| ZRIELIE RO) KRl 5 7Hel 557
AP QIRELIE BiHe ZIOWEIof QU242 23:35) CHE Bl-fiz OFR Offlzioy] Q94 Ik

S0 ZalE B2 22 NS Al ORE K= S=2ke| Flor K| CliiMe ot =0 | QELIEL 7t
SOt = 5 THIQLICE OfF ARREEE O700| d5iht 40| QEELIOF A0 QLD FERILICE CIE ARE
2 B 2P+ OFH0|| SiEe| STOIRNE 2l=2 74201 QUK FERILCL 022 TA| AZRR| AlR IE0| 2
Kl URASHCE E=2Rt QAFA= 20HE=S0| OfFafo| = S0t 5IRS| =70 iERi Hi= HiZe| 28
20| TS S BREH [Tk Josephus, Jewish Wars, 2:14:8).

2001 S0f| Y DISIKISE CISIo| B 2S0| ORI Y2 38 & ULE L7RIELCE OB SiIRC| 3
TO| QUEH S AR A0 RELIEE T2 @5 CIR| Q0K AP HS2M6H= 2FEE2 oM A | A0
U= SR ST S 20 KPS TE 1 =82 SoWili= ZLCE O] R4 28 AP 4 B
O HHOY MEH| HIX=N T} OIS SE0INIV, ESV A NASB £ 25 "SR palace" 2= CIOS MR CE OfY
= OK|| 2| SZHOM 22P+HOCP|| Q=X =okionz BROZ Z0p PiksLICE

0P k= ORI 5 B5E Tei W KHEN “ SOHeY O] ARSI 2si I} O o MRSl SCieRf=
Ofi= J2A0f AT O speria) S i 242l I} 70j| MBBIS0| Opde e = 20f2to] 10 29| 1 £
2 DASH= TRl FAHBOfRILEL O] 45X Sk R CIRIIKE! 2EHi= 600 O| 242 TRt It
T+ 0242 8 T K2 7120] FISS BASHS B AJBED = RHALIE OBlE O = 121 op|2 Afgs|
A2 ZILEE 600 HOR A STl R F ATIE! TR o) 9 32 ZOPHH I 77| 2 AL
20| ATERIS 7ESA0| 45t It 0| 20} P2IS0| 3= OIS OE| CHRISK| A=z It

17 And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head,
18 and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

I am sure that you remember the graphic description I gave last time about the Roman flogging or
scourging. The Lord Jesus would have been in almost unbearable physical agony. His back,
buttocks and upper legs would have been ripped and shredded by the flagrum (whip). He would
have lost a considerable quantity of blood and this would have left Him weak and unsteady. But,
sadly the abuse is not over. Here our precious Lord and saviour would be made to stand or maybe
sit and endure further mockery and humiliation.

You may wonder why these Roman soldiers treated Jesus in this hideous and dehumanizing way.
Many of them would have been recruited from distant places. The concerns of the Jews would have
been of little importance to them. Most of them had no idea who this man from Galilee was. Why
then this vindictive interest in Jesus? Was it simply sport, something to alleviate the boredom of
military life. Was it just that these men were brutal men, or was there more to it?

Let us be honest and admit that some men are drawn to the military because they have a propensity
towards violence. Regular civilian life provides no outlet for this aggression so the military has a
natural appeal. However this description doesn't apply to all those who choose a career in the
military. In the Roman empire life in the army meant steady and reliable pay, a chance for adventure
and excitement and a good retirement package, if you survived. So why did these normal soldiers
resort to this barbarism with Jesus? Well to partially answer this we need to understand the situation
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in Judea at that time. The Romans were an occupying military force. We might compare them to the
US forces in Vietnam or the British military in Northern Ireland during the “troubles.” The Romans
just like the Americans and the British were an unwanted and undesired presence.

The Jews were deeply unhappy about this situation but were not able to raise a sufficiently sized or
equipped force to oppose the Romans. Therefore those that strongly objected to Roman occupation
formed a resistance movement known as the Zealots. The Zealots were effectively a terrorist
organisation that resorted to guerilla tactics. We saw similar things happen in both Vietnam and
Northern Ireland.

The Zealots mingled easily among the crowds because in terms of their appearance they looked just
like regular Jews. However hidden under their cloaks they carried swords or daggers with which
they struck when and where they could. Roman soldiers were regularly ambushed and murdered
whilst on guard duty or when walking around town. This naturally led to great frustration and anger
among the legion. Everyone around them was a potential enemy, which meant they could never let
down their guard or relax. It made for a very stressful and tense existence.

So Jesus represented an opportunity for these men to vent their built up tensions and frustrations. So
maybe it was this that led to their extreme over reaction. Let us discover how their mockery of Jesus
played out.

Firstly they clothed Jesus in a robe or cloak. This was most likely an old soldiers cloak that had
been discarded. When it comes to the cloak's colour these is some disagreement among the gospel
writers. John says the soldiers used a "purple robe" (John 19:2), Mark says it was a "purple cloak,"
and Matthew a "scarlet robe" (Matthew 27:28). Why this apparent contradiction?

An answer for this comes from the subjective nature of describing colours. Even today we cannot
always agree on what colour something is. Is it red, orange, maroon, scarlet or burgundy it depends
on whom you ask.

The exact colour then is not really important. What the soldiers are doing is trying to dress Jesus up
to look like a king or a prince using shoddy duplicates of the real thing. A real king wore a beautiful
purple robe. Purple signified royalty.

So here Jesus, the King of kings is being draped with an old soldiers cloak. It was likely a
centurion’s scarlet cloak, sometimes described as being “purple.”

Secondly they fashion a crown for the the Lord. The crown was made from a thorny bush. There are
many plants growing in Israel that possess long thorns.

The crown was probably arranged so that the long thorns radiated outward, this would have
resembled the emperor’s diadem with symbolic light rays pointing outward. Coins were often
minted in the ancient world that showed the emperor or ruler wearing such a headpiece.

This crown was pressed down onto Jesus' head. It was probably not intended as a device to
intentionally cause pain but rather to further embellish the mockery. Look, here is the “king”
clothed in purple and wearing a crown!

Matthew (27:29) adds that they put a reed in Jesus’ hand acting as an imitation sceptre. A sceptre is
a staff or wand held in the hand by a ruling monarch. It is a symbol of the monarch's power and
signifies their sovereign authority.

With Jesus now “dressed” and arranged as a king they begin their verbal mockery of Him. The
soldiers began to hail him, imitating the Latin imperial greeting, “Ave, Caesar, victor, imperator”
meaning, “Hail, Caesar, victor, emperor.” Here the title they employ “King of the Jews” echoes the
treasonous charge brought against Jesus. Mark of course wants us to identify the irony here. These
Roman soldiers think they are making fun of Jesus and the claims He made about Himself when in
fact what they are saying is absolutely true.

Let us continue and see what else they do to Jesus.
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19 Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they
worshiped Him. 20 And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His
own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

As I just noted Mark doesn't mention them handing the reed to Jesus. It is mentioned however in
Matthew where we read.

29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put i on His head, and a reed in His right
hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” (Matt 27:29)

Here they snatch the reed away from Him and use it to beat Him about the head. The reed itself
would have been too light to really inflict damage but the act showed a callous disregard for Jesus'
humanity. Their intention was to humiliate and degrade Jesus. As their excitement builds their abuse
worsens. They spit upon Jesus. Actually it might be more accurate to say that they continued to spit
upon Him. This fulfils the third passion prediction made back in chapter 10.

And they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day
He will rise again.” (Mark 10:34)
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I have spoken before about spitting. What a truly vulgar and dehumanising thing it is to do. In
ancient times, spitting in someone’s face was a gesture reserved for the most loathsome of enemies;
it was seen as an act that demeaned the very soul of its target. This was how these men abused
Jesus.

The final insult was to offer Him their mock adoration or worship.

The bending of the knee was something one would do to pay homage to a great person like a king
or ruler. They are doing it here not in a respectful way but in a demeaning way. They are showing
how foolish they think it is that anyone would hold up a person like this for honour and respect.
This was the Roman way. In the Roman triumphs that followed great victories captured leaders
were paraded through the streets often in chains. The meaning conveyed to those watching was that
Roman might had prevailed. Their enemy leaders had been stripped of all their power and glory,
and were now only fit for ridicule and mockery. This is what their actions say about Jesus. Whoever
this man was, or claimed to be now he is nothing now. Just someone to spit on and mock.

It's interesting that still today Jesus' blessed name continues to be mocked and ridiculed. In
everyday life as well as in movies and TV shows it's always Jesus name that is used as a curse word.
How sad it is that people who mock the name and His accomplishments will one day have to stand
before Him and explain themselves. Trust me they won't be mocking him then.

The episode ends with them removing the purple cloak or robe from Jesus and putting his own
clothes back on Him. This was actually unusual. Condemned criminals were normally forced to
walk to the execution site naked. As they walked they would continue to be flogged. It was an
additional layer of shame and humiliation. Obviously in Jesus case this didn't happen. Perhaps they
clothed Him because they knew of the Jews sensitivity to nakedness. Also as experts in dealing out
pain and death they probably realised that Jesus could not withstand a further flogging. He would
pass out or die before He could be crucified. We also should not overlook how their decision to
clothe Him led to the fulfilment of prophecy. In Psalm 22 we read the following prediction
concerning the Messiah.

They divide My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.
(Psalm 22:18)

Clearly if Jesus had gone to the cross naked this prophecy could not have been fulfilled. Next time
Lord willing we will read the account of our king being hung on a cross.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make on today's passage of scripture.

K= 25 S8 7201 Tl = 7 K| 2R3 Mok Hatrt

1 Judging without thinking

I want you to consider the Roman soldiers from today's account. Some of them would have been on
guard duty at the time Jesus was brought into the Praetorium. Others would have been lounging
around in the barracks, playing gambling games or chatting with friends. They would not have been
privy to the trials and would have been ignorant to the validity or otherwise of the charges levelled
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against Jesus. Despite this what happened? They instantly assumed His guilt and proceeded to
ridicule, abuse and humiliate Him.

Now today we are not beating people with reeds or spitting in their faces, but at times we can all be
guilty of judging without thinking. This is especially true in the world of social media. How often is
a story presented in such a way that we instantly come to a particular conclusion. A certain person is
clearly wrong, evil or wicked. Another person is clearly innocent and is being attacked unfairly. To
our shame we often just adopt the narrative that is presented us. We just assume that this person is
wrong and deserves our ridicule or shaming. We rarely take the time to investigate the claims for
ourselves. In this regard we are just like the Roman soldiers who went along with the abuse
assuming Jesus must be guilty.

As followers of Christ we are to be careful, considerate and compassionate people. The world of
social media is strident, unthinking and often cruel. We need to consider how we interact with this
medium of communication. Is it really the best place to share and promote Christian values and
ideals? Probably not.

But this idea of judging without thinking also extends to other areas in our Christian lives.

Today we are bombarded with information. If you desired you could leave here today and listen to
24 hours straight of preaching or bible teaching on YouTube or the internet. Often we let all this
stuff wash over us without being properly critical. Without being properly judgemental.

There is a lot of good teaching to be found. But equally there is much that is bad, wrong and
harmful. We must be careful. We must take what we read and hear and compare it carefully with
God's Word. We need to carefully judge the people we are allowing to influence us. There are
important questions we should ask. Where were they educated? What do they believe? Do they
have an agenda? Is there some nefarious ideology underlying their message? Only after we have
determined whether this person is biblically and spiritually sound should we allow them access to
our hearts and minds.

Let us resolve to be careful and deliberate thinkers. We don't want to be like these foolish Roman
soldiers who acted without thought and no doubt faced God's condemnation.
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2 Shoddy duplicates

Are you familiar with the story of Aron Ralston? In April 2003 he was hiking in Bluejohn canyon in
Utah. As he was exploring a narrow crevice a 360 kg boulder became dislodged and trapped his
arm. For 127 hours he tried desperately to free himself. After realising that he was unlikely to be
rescued in this remote region he made a dramatic decision. He knew that his only chance of survival
was to cut off his arm off using a multi-tool. He survived the ordeal and his remarkable story was
made into a successful 2010 movie called “127 hours” directed by Danny Boyle. The movie has a
memorable scene in which Ralston contemplates what he must do. Unfortunately for him he had
opted for a cheap multi-tool rather than a high quality branded equivalent. The blade on his cheap
tool is dull and not really up to the job of severing his arm. He bemoans the decision he made in
buying the knock off version, the shoddy duplicate.

The Lord Jesus in our account today is attired in shoddy duplicates of the real thing. A dirty old robe
instead of a fine purple one. A reed instead of a golden sceptre. A crown made out of thorns instead
of one encrusted with jewels. The soldiers of course didn't recognise the Lord Jesus as the real
thing. They deliberately set out to mock Him and make Him look like a cheap and shoddy
duplicate. We know Him as the real thing, He really is the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

But it got me thinking. How often as Christians do we opt for a shoddy replacement of the real or
better thing? Let me ask you some questions. What are thoughts regarding church attendance? How
often do we hear people say, I don't need to physically attend church, I can just watch an online
service. Or, I'm not going to go to church today I'm too tired, it's okay not to attend this week. I'll
listen instead to a service on the radio. These are shoddy duplicates. It's true that they are better than
nothing but not better than attending in person as God commands us to do.

What about bible reading? How often have you been tempted to put down your bible and read a
commentary or a Christian book expounding on the bible instead? These books may or may not be
good and helpful, but they are shoddy duplicates of the bible. Nothing compares to actually being in
God's Word.

Or what about when it comes to our relationships with other brothers and sisters in Christ. Do we
really invest our time and energy into making our relationships fruitful and meaningful. Do we
spend time with this person outside of church? Do we read the bible and pray together?

Do we call this person to see how they are doing and how we might help or encourage them. Or do
we opt instead for something superficial, just seeing them briefly on a Sunday? This as I'm sure you
would acknowledge is a shoddy duplicate of the real thing.
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There are of course other ways in which we opt for the shoddy duplicate in our hectic and busy
lives. As this year goes on let us endeavour to seek out and desire the genuine and real rather than
the shoddy duplicate.
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