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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 69 — Sermon Notes
Title: “Peter's denial”

Scripture: Mark 14:66-72

Date preached: January 72024

Scripture: Mark 14:66-72

66 Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.
67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were
with Jesus of Nazareth.”

68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are saying.” And he
went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him again, and
began to say to those who stood by, “This is one of them.” 70 But he denied it again.

And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, “Surely you are one of them; for you
are a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”

71 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak!”

72 A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said
to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And when he thought
about it, he wept.
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Review

Before we turn our attention to today's passage of scripture let us briefly review what we looked at
last time.

Passion week is reaching it climax. It's Thursday evening and Jesus has been arrested in the garden
of Gethsemane. At His arrest the disciples fled into the night.

Only Peter and John would venture back when it was safe to do so. We can probably understand
their fear. Judas had led many armed men to their leader. He had now been captured and taken
away.

They undoubtedly thought that as His “loyal” followers they too might be arrested and imprisoned.
So before we judge them too harshly we might consider how we might have reacted.

Following His arrest Jesus was taken down the Mount of Olives, across the Kidron valley and back
inside the walled city of Jerusalem. We are now entering an intense period of trials. Our Lord and
saviour as I explained last time would face six trials in one night or early morning before He was
crucified. The great haste in which He was tried, found guilty and then executed shocks us today.
Today we rightly consider Jesus to have received a very biased and unfair set of trials. Allow me to
prove this to you by explaining the basis for any criminal procedure as outlined in the Pentateuch.
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There were three things that were absolutely fundamental in the Jewish legal system. As I read them
out I want you to consider whether they were properly adhered to in Jesus' trial.

1. Publicity of the trial — The trial had to be held in public. People must be informed that a
trial is to take place and it must be open for public attendance and scrutiny. In Jesus case a
massive fail. He was tried in secret and at night.

2. The accused must be able to mount a proper defence — The person on trial must be free
and able to defend themselves against the charges levelled against them. In order to properly
do this they should have a council member appointed as their advisor and guide in matters of
the law. In Jesus case another massive fail. He had no representative and everyone was
against Him.

3. There must be a guarantee against the dangers of false testimony — Evidence in a legal
case will only be accepted if there are two of more witnesses who agree. The simple rule
was, “one witness is no witness.” Again in Jesus case another massive fail. The Sanhedrin's'
witnesses were liars who had been bribed or coaxed to lie under oath.

The first three trials took place before the Jewish leaders in a religious court. The charges brought
against Jesus here were spiritual or religious in nature. The Jewish religious leaders were chiefly
concerned that Jesus had broken the Mosaic Law. So the charge against Jesus was blasphemy.

The other three hearings took place before the Roman leaders in a civil court. He went before Pilate,
then Herod Antipas and then back to Pilate. The charges here were civil in nature. Not surprisingly
neither Pilate or Herod had any interest in the Jewish religious laws that Jesus was accused of
breaking. Jesus in these hearings was accused of inciting people to riot, encouraging people not to
pay their taxes, and claiming to be King.

The first of Jesus religious trials took place before the former High Priest Annas. This trial is not
mentioned in any of the synoptic gospels but does appear in John (John 18:12-14). From here Jesus
is taken to the residence of the current High Priest Caiaphas. When Jesus gets here the Sanhedrin
council is waiting. This was very strange. In fact, it was highly irregular. Their own rules stated that
they were not supposed to judge cases at night and they were not supposed to make judgments away
from their designated meeting place in the temple precincts. They were also not supposed to come
to hasty rulings particularly in capital cases. They were supposed to take at least a day to think
things over. However these, and many other rules or regulations that were designed to ensure fair
trials were ignored in Jesus case. According to Earle Wingo (former president of the Mississippi
State Barr Association) 18 laws were broken in Jesus trial.

We know what the Sanhedrin wanted. They wanted to be able to quickly find Jesus guilty of an
offence serious enough to warrant the death sentence.

Since the Romans had taken over they were not permitted to carry out their own executions. In
order to demand the death penalty from their Roman overlords the Sanhedrin must present a
credible case against Jesus. They must convince Pilate that Jesus deserved the death penalty.

Therefore they called forth a number of witnesses. These men gave their testimony to the court.
Unfortunately they had not been properly coached or prepared because their “evidence” did not
agree. This is a very big problem. As we noted above Jewish law required that two or more
witnesses agreed. If the witnesses do not agree the case against Jesus collapses. So further witnesses
are called to say that they heard Jesus say He would “destroy the temple.” Even though this is a
distortion of what Jesus said, actually a lie, it is a potentially effective line of attack. Under Roman
law it was an offence to destroy a place of worship. However once again their testimony does not
agree. Things are not going well for the Sanhedrin.
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So up steps the high Priest Caiaphas. He wants to see if he can coax Jesus to speak up and hopefully
incriminate Himself. He asks Jesus to comment on what the witnesses have said. Perhaps he is
expecting Jesus to be outraged and say something in anger that they can use against Him.

Jesus remains silent. Caiaphas then becomes bold. He directly asks Jesus under oath if He is the
Messiah and the Son of God. Jesus affirms that He is indeed the Messiah and the Son of God. This
admission to the Jewish leaders is blasphemy. Jesus (a mere man in their eyes) is claiming to be
God made flesh. The High Priest is outraged. He tears his clothes in shock and horror and asks the
council how they find Jesus. All of them find Him guilty and condemn Him to death. The scene
ends with the Jewish elders and the temple police abusing Jesus. He is shamefully treated. Some
council members spit on Him, He is also blindfolded and then slapped about the face by members
of the temple police.

Whilst all this was going on Peter was waiting by the fire in the courtyard. He will be the subject of
our study for today.

2309|8725 eV | T K|t AR LIES ZIER| =20l XL

EERZI0] 0| OI2REELIEE =2 M O] ZIMPIH| SO MEEEREELIEE 20| HEZSIA KA
=2 OfF £z EZELE

2| H|=20t @O0 QFHSIC 4= [ EiZ0F LI I=2| 7452 Olfet TRt} REts B2 7ot Al
gas 50| X=AMIZ OER T2 O 21 EefEHH

Ofplet i §0] I52 70| “ SR FEAIS2A M= £ R RIS JHE2
= U7 7 [=0pH| EERP | TH0f| 22| B0t Off HISS ERtE K| 426l = 2RI

In

M2zl 2 oA s ZEkt ORKZ LieP 7 |IE2 SV IS 2 O d Cle2 EeP gt 71=et A
S| ARIO| L i QELIEE KIHEHO| SERER0| 22| F= TR AP 1ol ZEWP| 7 B B== OfE OFeo]| of

A HO| TZES A ElLEE 20| 25| AfS B 2| ZHES B MR MR @52 P2 S22 8L
Ch oAM= iR HIPE0 [0 S5EoH LS HONSLIEE BAIRE0 82=0f /= 2= TAHEXR| 7

S AN 0I5 TSN EXSLE RO 28 MPibl= Ziez 22X M 7P SRELHEE I U8S
SOfEH 2 O] THO 11 LE8O| SHI= T RIEX| BAGLIEL

1.XHHO| F7 - RHfzF2 S/HHOZ TRICIOOFSiLIEE AfHO| ThtE OFSRIS ARSI 2E0F ot S| &
A} ZAE 2ol SZHEIO0F UL OfFr2| 290= JZX| HREELIEE 22 HIZE 0 20l TS EUSLIEE

2. 00l SER HOR BIS 4= QOOFPICt- THHS 2= A2 XKRERI0F S ARHofp| £kl Sopf Ciist
Kpils it 4= 0P eiLIEL OFF TP op [epll BE 2H0H tich 12 X i iR|= Eolo| Offis &
ToOFRULICE O] BR0f= 22 K| RtEHIEE J0Ps BieQ10] 9 Bt IS It

3. il Clist 2o @ IC} 25 AR 7= F B O] 5R10| SCf6k= AR0IRH OIS
ORI 2T AL o ol Sk BRI0| Of-Ek RSLIEE T SiH Of-o| ZR0f= DK GIRESH|
Ch o OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OO OO0 OO0 OO e .

RS M| HO| THZE T B0 FEHRI X|=ALS 0 SREELEL O M OfFroi| Chioh HP 2l 2iel= 222
= BHRI ZOPAH SRl ZOIRELIEE 7 S X|=AS2 2 OlFHM ZAe] 8RS O IWE IR
S 20 O Clih R=2 AF 82 =0 RS

LITHR| M| o] e f= B R0 =01 XA 2ol SRELHEE Ie2 Bl o= 7, I CiR0l=
Sfi EM, O CP ZRIEOI= 7IEHEL 0P M| iol= =EMe2 PWEDIRGLIEL S26| ke



Mark 69 — Sermon Notes Page 4

LI SR 25 OlFHN o SwEs PREICEE Helil= ol £kl0] BREEHIEL O MHO ORaAME ARS
O Z55 2271, Mgs LK| H=5 £330, ARh0] ZOR FEICE= Olf= 7k SRS

Ol 24 ] Bl TR 2] CHRAE Q- 20 SIRESLIEL O] A2 S2=S OEPl= 2EX0] QK]
B[ 2oIE30f= LISLIEK 22915 18:12-14). OfHik= o3 CHRIMS ZlofR1e] 2= S L O |
Off tI=21 S2eP 7 [HE [ EELIEE ORI Ol ORiRMEHIFE 0O I T, 35 ARO[ %
Off= 20l ARAS RifERA= OF I 7 S| APSE! 22 E0fiA BHOfLPM A= OF ECED BA (0]
URELIEE EE0h 55| A AR -S5eh TES LiPd= OF ERESLIEE TR SIRE KTt ARES 7140k
JEHEE o+ 780t MES 2o | 6l 12t Ot 82 02| 82 FAERSLE. Earle Wingo
(7 W] = o] SiEh of = Ofk HHOA 18 7FK| BE0| R IEIRELIEL

2= ABI=E0] FRE RREA| 20 UELEE IS2 OlRHIM ARE A0S 25 Tiot o200t 8IS MERLTE
= AMES 10| BolR{ ELIEE Z012IS0| HEet Ofe2 52 Al TRt0| SI8EK| piRtEtIFE =05
S0P AlEE Qo1 H LRI=2E2 Ok Chish RIS 2t ZHE MMBIOF i-IEt 252 2210 oA
M ArgE 2ot OfSolCk= e 2 WPHOFRILIEE

M OS2 B2 SRS =0 ZRELCL O AIRISE BIS0IM SRRUELIEL S SRUS0| RIS SEre== K|
Ch= 6| ROF 350| “ S 7F ZXIolK| BRESHIEE 0P O 2 SXIRILIEL SE25R0| wHiEoME =
Y Olefo| S20| Skl SLIEE SU=0| S20HK| B2 OfFr0f| Clict 252 Al I T B2 S

OIS0| F5S 2Ot OlFHIM “ TS 2P 11 TE0K = 28 SRR BREELIEL HIE OPO| Of-Ee| 25
= ofoh! M= AAROP |= o2 EAHe R 2Rl SARILIEL 20130 MEH Ol S48 Thibk=

42 SEIRESLIEE O2 O=H0f|= 320 2 KoK | S&&LFE o OO 10 O o (O 11 O
LIEE

TI2HA TR 7 0P FLESLIEE = OfeE 242 S QFISPIE RESHIA BiLIEL = i SRS
| 20| il SEIR R Bl Offfe = Ol AE510] 20| T RS S 710z RS Horn
HE WL o2 ESordUEE T2t 7 0iHk= BfEoiRLEE = oAl WMIE S 7 HHMOIR, Si-t
'=o| OFS2W| 2fFMo= Fot I Ok E2 AH0| Ho2 MR S| OFS0 kS SFSshuLIEL REH
K|E=AZ0{| OFA| QF&ot= Zi2 1 2=RILIEL Oy 352 =0ile Tt A EPAIM ARH0| SL0] Zit
SHIER R 30 RELEE TIRNEE AZRILE = SA0 S22 25 B P ofE oA 2
A Z8HEE 35 2re 20| REIR O [ ARS MORRELIEE ST ROR! E2Sut i BHIES0] of
THS fiols Ae2 B JE2 AR HRS HRELEL 25 S| RS2 0l Es Bt
I, FH ZHES2 OR0| =5 712 Xl =2 TS

Of 2= 20| 2o U= SPHHIE2E 20| = oM =5 ZF RRELHIEE V25 2l 4P 24
Cf

66 Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.
67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with
Jesus of Nazareth.”

The first important thing for us to note here is that Mark is telling us Peter's story in flashback. So
what we are reading about here took place whilst Jesus was on trial.

The trial as we noted before took place at the residence of the high priest Caiaphas. Today if you
visit Jerusalem you can see ruins of a house called, “Caiaphas’ house.” It's located on Mount Zion
in what is known today as the Essene quarter. According to Byzantium tradition this was where
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Caiaphas house was located. Another reason for strongly believing that this was the home of
Caiaphas was the elaborate features that archaeologists uncovered. These included a three-pit oven,
a private walk-in ritual pool and a separate bathroom. In the first century these things were all
considered luxurious.

As with many archaeological finds we cannot say with absolute certainty that this was the actual
residence of Caiaphas. What we can say with certainty is that the office of High Priest was the most
important position that a Jew could hold in Israel.

It was a religious, and not a political office, so we cannot really make a direct comparison with a
president or prime minister today. However in terms of honour and prestige the High Priest was like
the leader of the nation. As we might imagine he was given a palatial residence that reflected his
position of power and importance. In order to run and maintain such a large premises he would need
large number of slaves or servants. Some of these slaves will feature in today's account.

The Lord Jesus was most likely tried on the second floor of the premises. Peter meanwhile is on the
lower floor in the courtyard. It was here that a charcoal fire was lit so that the servants or the guards
could come and warm themselves when not on duty. So picture Peter sitting next to the fire and
warming himself in the company of some of those who may have gone and arrested Jesus. As he's
sitting there one of the high priest's servant girls arrived. Remember that the important people are
all on the second floor at Jesus' hearing. This servant girl is of no real consequence. Peter has no
need to be fearful of any power or influence she might wield.

As she looks at Peter she thinks he looks familiar. Peter may have had an easily recognisable face.
Maybe he was a particularly handsome man. Whatever the case she thinks she's seen him before,
and most significantly she thinks she's seen him in Jesus' company. Maybe she saw them together in
the temple or perhaps walking through the streets. So she asks him straight out, “You also were
with Jesus of Nazareth.” Her description of Jesus is telling. We might mistakenly think that she is
just distinguishing Jesus from others with the same name by clarifying His home town. There's
more to it than that. She's actually expressing disdain or contempt. Her words show that both Jesus
and Peter are amongst enemies. What she's really implying is, weren't you with that “country
bumpkin” Jesus. Most countries have an area or region that others, particularly those living in the
capital city look down upon. In Jesus day people in Judea looked down upon people from Galilee.

How will Peter respond? Let's read on and find out.
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68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are saying.” And he
went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed.

Let us compare for a moment the interrogations that Jesus and Peter faced. Jesus was questioned by
an educated, hostile man. A man who held a position of high rank, power and authority. How did
Jesus respond to his queries? With a regal and dignified silence.

Peter by contrast was questioned by a servant girl. Someone who was neither well-educated or
sophisticated in their thinking. Someone who held a lowly and unimportant position in society. How
did Peter respond to her challenge? With a bombastic and forceful denial. Even this mere servant
girl was enough to strike fear into this man who not long before had sworn that he would never
deny Jesus.

Peter's words here of denial here reflect a commonly used Jewish legal phrase. It was not unusual
for people to say during a trial something along the lines of, "I do not know or understand what you
are talking about."

Why we might wonder did Peter deny any connection to Jesus. Well we have to remember what had
recently occurred during the arrest of Jesus. You will I'm sure remember what Peter did with his
sword in the garden. He hacked off the High Priest's servant's ear. Now here he is inside the High
Priests house.

So is Peter trying to conceal his identity in case he's recognised as being the one who chopped of
Malchus' ear? Or is he just generally afraid of what might happen to anyone associated with Jesus.
After all when a revolutionary is arrested it makes good sense for the authorities to also arrest or
imprison all those who supported him or her.

Whatever the case Peter had just denied having any knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We should
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pause for a moment and consider the gravity of what Peter has just done. To deny Christ is no
simple thing. It carries severe consequences. Jesus Himself gives a warning about anyone who does
this. Let me take you back to Mark chapter 8§ verse 38.

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels.” (Mark 8:38)

In Matthew (10:33) and Luke (12:9) we read of similar warnings regarding the consequences of
denying Him. Let us all pray that if we should ever find ourselves in such a position that the Holy
Spirit would strengthen us to answer truthfully and boldly, “Yes, I know Jesus, he's my beloved
Lord and Saviour.”

Following the denial Peter leaves the courtyard to go to the gateway or porch. As I mentioned
before archaeologists think they have found the high priest's house. The building consists of many
different levels, with several courtyards and small rooms. We are not sure where exactly Peter went.
But what is clear is that he wanted to get away from the servant girl and her awkward questions. As
he went out a rooster crowed. Was Peter aware that this happened? Probably not. All that concerned
him at this time was protecting his own skin! He wont get much respite. Let us continue.
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69 And the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, “This is one of
them.” 70 But he denied it again. And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again,
“Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”

A short while later Peter is seen again. Here in Mark it seems to be the same servant girl from
before. However in both Matthew and Luke they emphasise that this is a different servant.

This woman does not ask Peter directly if he is connected to Jesus. She is convinced that he is a
follower of Christ and points him out to those who are standing in the courtyard. Who we might ask
were these bystanders. Although not specified we might imagine that these people included other
servants or armed guards who are waiting for Jesus's trial to conclude.

Peter clearly sees that his situation is deteriorating rapidly. It was bad enough that a servant girl
recognised him, but now many more potentially dangerous adversaries are being alerted to his

presence. So once again he denies that he knows or follows Jesus. Peter apparently speaks more
loudly on this occasion so that everyone around could hear him. Matthew tells us the following;

But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!” (Matt 26:72)

Let's not lightly pass over what Peter does here. Firstly I want you to note how he refers to Jesus.
It's almost as if he cannot bear to have the Lord's name in his mouth. I do not know the man. The
man in question was Jesus, a man he had followed for three years and professed to love greatly.
Secondly he backs up his denial by swearing an oath. To swear an oath is to attempt to validate
what you are saying by appealing to a higher or more trusted authority. So what Peter is doing here
is backing up what he has said by invoking the name of God.

He is saying the equivalent of, “I swear by God in heaven that I do not know this person Jesus.”
When we put it in those terms the true horror of Peter's act is revealed.

A short time later Peter is challenged for the third and final time. The people there have noted that
Peter had a Galilean accent. Just like today certain places or geographic regions have noticeable
accents or patterns of speech. In the UK we can easily discern just by listening to them speak
whether someone comes from Scotland, Newcastle or London. The same was true of Israel in the
first century. Peter had the accent of a Galilean. A famous Galilean Rabbi was currently being tried,
so the obvious conclusion was that Peter must be connected to Jesus. Why else would a Galilean be
present?

So once again Peter is challenged whether he knows, or is connected to Jesus in some way. Let us
read on and find out how he responded.
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71 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak!”

This third denial is the strongest or most forceful denial of the three. According to Luke's account it
took place about an hour after the last challenge (Luke 22:59). This time lapse is significant. It
means that Peter had time to compose himself and think carefully about how he might answer if
challenged again. Often when we are put on the spot our minds go blank, and we answer poorly. So
at least on the first occasion Peter could claim to have been taken by surprise. But he no longer has
such an excuse. Usually when we are given the opportunity to plan or map out what we might say
we are able to give better answers. Not as we shall see in Peter's case.

Peter is clearly very afraid. His courage and bravado have by now completely failed him. But let's
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be fair and consider things from his vantage point. He's in a hostile setting, he's surrounded by
enemies, or at least people who wish him ill. His friend and teacher is being tried upstairs, and he
has twice been identified as being connected with this revolutionary. Worse still he might be
identified at any moment as being the guy from the garden of Gethsemane who wielded a sword.
Malchus may wish to bring charges against him.

So Peter here really want to get these accusers off his back. He again uses an official judicial denial
and adds an oath that tempts punishment. Let me just take a moment to explain what he is doing
here. It's really quite shocking. He's saying that he is willing to face curses and the punishment of
God IF he is lying. Traditional Jewish cultural oaths often followed this kind of pattern,

"Let it be done to me and more also if [ am lying."
We see the formula used for example by Ruth (Ruth 1:17).

Where you die, I will die,

And there will I be buried.

The LORD do so to me, and more also,

If anything but death parts you and me.”

So let me state things plainly. In his panic and fear, Peter dares God to punish him for lying, as he
lies. Let us turn now and discover how this whole sorry episode concludes.
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72 A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said
to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And when he thought
about it, he wept.

Mark is the only gospel writer to note that the rooster crowed for a second time. Peter had obviously
forgotten or suppressed Jesus prediction of his denial. But at the sound of the rooster he suddenly
remembered. Luke includes another very telling detail in his account of this event.

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how
He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” (Luke 22:61)

We don't know exactly how this all played out. Perhaps Jesus' trial had just ended, and He was
being escorted back across the courtyard. However the event occurred we can be sure that is was an
unforgettable moment for poor Peter. To make eye contact with the Lord Jesus at the very moment
he had just denied even knowing Him.

But think for a moment. What was in that look? A great deal can be conveyed in a very brief
meeting of the eyes. We can convey anger, hostility, pain, disappointment, happiness or compassion
and care. Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on Mark says that what Peter saw in Jesus' eyes was
great compassion and not condemnation. It was this look that truly broke Peter's spirit and would
later bring him back and make him the man he became. You see he might have expected to see
anger, bitterness or even disappointment in Jesus look. What he actually saw totally disarmed him.
To see that Jesus still loved him was like being stabbed in the heart. Peter thought about what he
had done and then broke down and wept bitterly.

Peter now drops out of the picture until after the resurrection of Jesus. As we know he is later
restored in his fellowship with Jesus and the other disciples. You can read about this memorable
scene on the beach in John chapter 21.
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Things to think about
I have three comments to make on today's passage of scripture.
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1 The danger of self confidence

What lessons can we learn from an examination of Peter? Clearly there was much to commend him.
Jesus had singled him out for his many positive character attributes. However we have to
acknowledge that just like us he had many flaws. He was at times a man who was boastful and
proud. He was also someone with an over abundance of self-confidence. This led him to believe
that he could handle any situation in his own strength. Let us consider how his over confidence
negatively impacted him.

Firstly his overconfidence meant he was unwilling to listen to others including Jesus. To his great
detriment he failed to listen and heed Christ's words. He could have avoided the terrible heartbreak
of his denial if he had listened to Jesus.

Secondly his over confidence led him to believe that prayer was not needed. He seemed to believe
that he would be able to handle whatever difficulties came his way. This was despite Jesus warning
the disciples to stay alert and pray. What did Peter do? He fell asleep.

Thirdly he acted in haste. His actions in the garden at Jesus arrest showcase his rash impetuous
nature. Did Jesus want his followers to draw their swords and fight it out? No this was not what
Jesus wanted but rather what over-confident Peter chose to do.

Fourthly and finally he followed Jesus but from a distance. Let us credit Peter with some courage.
He didn't run and hide like the other disciples. But his following demonstrated that his confidence
again rested in his own flesh. He would have been safer to have been by Christ's side.

Instead he lurked in the shadows and tried to keep his head down. He would have been more
comfortable boldly asserting that he followed Christ. Instead, he relied upon his own wisdom and
insight. As we saw in today's passage this resulted in him falling badly.

So there is much we can learn from the life and experiences of Peter. Firstly, our place is always to
be close to Jesus. The further we are away from Him the greater danger we are in. We are only truly
secure when we are safely by His side.

Secondly we need to be attentive. We need to listen and learn as He teaches and guides us. God's
Word is our guide for sound living. May we all be diligent readers and doers of His revelation.

Thirdly we are to do what He desires when He desires it. Let us put our own thoughts and opinions
to one side and seek to do what He commands.

Fourthly let us really appreciate the importance and value of prayer. May we all learn to tap into this
wonderful source of power that our Heavenly Father makes available to His children.
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Finally, let us wary of our pride. Let us not get carried away and over dependent upon our own
strength or wisdom. May all of us be humble and trust on our Lord and saviour at all times and for
all things.
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2 A subtle denial

Peter's triple denial of Jesus has impacted believers down through the centuries. No one who reads
the account of Peter's denial should be left unmoved or unaffected. When we really take the time to
think through all the implications we should rightfully find it horrifying. To openly as Peter did
deny our Lord and Saviour. Who could ever countenance such a thing. Surely we'd never fall so
low. Or would we?

You may have found yourself challenged just like Peter. Perhaps some of you listening may have
been asked at work, school or in a public place whether you are a Christian. How did you respond?
I hope you boldly professed your faith. But perhaps you were ashamed or embarrassed. Maybe you
gave a vague or ambiguous answer.

Maybe you were asked your opinion on a controversial topic such as homosexual marriage or
abortion. Again, how did you respond? Did you openly give the biblical answer. Or did you try to
water it down and give the politically correct answer? To not answer openly and truthfully is to
deny Christ. Let me give you some other situations to think over.

How often do you share the gospel with others? Hopefully you frequently take the opportunities
presented to you. To not share the good news is to deny Christ.

How often do you brush aside things the bible commands you to do? How often do you find
excuses to ignore God's will. That's also denying Christ.

How often do you go along with things in the church or at home that you know to be wrong and
displeasing to God just to keep the peace or because its convenient? That too is denying Christ.

My point is this. Peter's example is extreme but there are many more subtle ways in which we fail
to properly meet God's high standards and end up denying our Lord and Saviour. Let us pray for the
guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit to see where we are failing and the courage to set things
right.
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3 Peter as model of discipleship failure and restoration

It is right and proper to end on a positive note.

Peter failed very badly and was left suitably chaste and broken. If that were the end of the story it
would be heart-breaking. But it's not the end of the story. Peter was later restored and welcomed
back by Jesus. So in this regard Peter is the model for all believers. We all fail and fall at certain
times. We all allow the temptations of the flesh to result in sin. We at times cannot control our
emotions. We are consumed by greed and avarice. We do not love God or others as we should. At
such times we rightly feel great sadness and despair. We ask ourselves, how could God love a
wretch like me? But love us He does.

How He longs to restore our fellowship. All that it requires is that we come to Him, confess our sins
and then allow Him to bring us back. Let us not hesitate in coming back for restoration frequently.
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