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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 65

Title: “The first Lord's supper”
Scripture: Mark 14:22-26

Date preached: December 3™ 2023

Scripture: Mark 14:22-26

22 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke iz, and gave it to them and
said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

23 Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave if to them, and they all
drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for many. 25 Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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Review
Before we look at today's passage and learn about the institution of the Lord's Supper let's review
some of the things we spoke about last time.

We began by speaking about a very significant event that took place on the Wednesday of Passion
Week. We have seen over the past few weeks how the Jewish leaders had tried without success to
trap Jesus. These wicked men were not interested in discovering the truth. Rather, their concern
rested only in stopping Jesus. To them He represented a dangerous threat, a rabble-rouser destined
to destabilise the status quo. Therefore He must be silenced using whatever means were necessary.

They had been unable to trap the Lord Jesus with tricky questions. And so at this point they had
withdrawn and were scheming together. Whatever they planned for Jesus had to wait. The time of
Passover was one of great societal upheaval and change. A time in which tensions were high and
political and religious zeal reached fever pitch. They feared therefore that a move against Jesus at
this time might incite a riot. However the Jewish leaders were to receive a surprise visit which
changed everything.

Judas Iscariot decided at this same time that he was going to betray the Lord Jesus.

As I said last time his actions raise lots of interesting questions. For example, if Judas was doing
what God wanted or willed did he still maintain his own free will? Is his actions were what God
ultimately wanted did he deserve to be punished? Or if Judas was doing only what had been
prophesied he would do again did he really have free will. Tricky questions indeed. Luke is the only
gospel writer to tell us that Satan “entered” Judas (Luke 22:3). So again we might ask if Judas was
possessed and controlled by a powerful external force did he still have a free choice?

The bible is a little ambiguous. We never learn the exact details of why Judas decided to do what he
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did. However what we can say with certainty is as follows.

Firstly, God is sovereign over all things. This means that Satan cannot move or take action without
God ordaining said action. Remember that permitting something to happen is very different from
being the cause. This means that what happened was not an accident or something unplanned or
unforeseen.

Secondly God is not tempted by evil and neither does he tempt anyone else.

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. (James 1:13)

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear iz. (1 Cor 10:13)

This means that Judas could not have argued in his defence that God tempted him to into betraying
Jesus.

Thirdly God has given human beings the gift of free will. This means we are able to make our own
choices. We can either give into temptation and thus fall into sin, or else to resist and flee from the
temptation. Listen to what James tells us.

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. (James
1:14)

This verse clearly indicates that Judas' actions were motivated by his own internal drives or
motivations. He did possess free will which means he could have acted in a different way. The truth
is that he acted consistently with his debased moral character. Despite having been with Jesus for a
considerable period of time he was not living a morally good life. He had already succumbed to
temptation and made the choice to sin as he stole from the disciples money bag.

Fourthly when the Lord Jesus revealed that one of the disciples would betray Him Judas still had a
choice. Since Jesus had not named him he could even at this stage made the decision to turn from
that course of action. He made a free will choice not to.

Far greater minds than mine have wrestled with this issue and have not been able to give a
satisfactory or complete answer. Perhaps we will just have to agree with the assessment of the
academic J Gresham Machen that this is a subject that remains insoluble.

So Judas made his choice to betray Jesus. Leaving the group he went to the high priests to negotiate.
What would they give him to betray the Lord Jesus?

They offered him 30 pieces of silver for his act of treachery. Content with this offer Judas returns
and waits for an opportune moment.

We also looked last time at the Lord's preparations for the Passover celebration. This very important
annual feast took place within the walled city of Jerusalem.

The Lord Jesus it seems had made some prior arrangements concerning where He would celebrate.
He sends Peter and John to go and get things ready. Their instructions are precise which adds
weight to the idea that this is prearranged. They are to look for a man carrying a pitcher of water
and follow him. As I said last time this would have been an unusual sight. Carrying pitchers of
water was usually a woman's job. When they find this man they are to follow him to the place
where they will celebrate. The man leads them to an upper room that has been set up and prepared.
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Later in the evening Jesus and the disciples join them in the upper room. It is during the Passover
meal that the Lord Jesus breaks the shocking news that one of them will betray Him. None of the
disciples want to believe He is talking about them. They each ask in turn if they will be the one.
Jesus tells them that it is one of them sitting and eating with Him at this table. The section ends with
Jesus confirming that things will play out exactly as they had been prophesied. This however will
not spare this treacherous individual. His punishment will be severe, it would Jesus tells us be better
that His betrayer had never been born.

This was where we concluded last time. Today we will look at the institution of the Lord Supper.
Before we do that would you join me in prayer.
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Introduction

Today we are going to look at the very first Lord's Supper. Depending on your church tradition you
may know this event as the “Lord's table,” the “Eucharist” (which means giving thanks), “Holy
Communion,” the “Lord's supper,” the “breaking of bread” or the “cup of blessing.” It is a highly
symbolic and special event in both the life of the church and in the life of the believer.

As protestants, we hold it to be one of the two ordinances instituted for the church. When I say
ordinance here I am referring to a rite, tradition or ritual that has been commanded by God for us to
follow. Observing these rituals play a very important role in our life of worship. Ordinances are
useful because they serve as visual or physical aids that remind of the important truths of our faith.
For example each month when we celebrate the Lord's Supper together we are reminded of the
central core of our beliefs. We remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for sinners like us. We are
joyful because we are now free from the bondage of sin and death because of His sacrifice. It also
reminds us of the need to look forward to His imminent return.

The Roman Catholic church holds to seven ordinances, or as they term them sacraments. Catholic's
teach that the sacraments are a means of obtaining God’s grace or blessing. Or more simply that
when you participate in these rituals you are earning God's merit points which contribute to your
salvation (they are therefore necessary for salvation). This is an unbiblical idea and just one of
many areas in which the Roman Catholic church is wrong. Protestants do not believe that observing
these ordinances is a direct means of receiving grace. We believe there is nothing we can do to earn
salvation. Rather, we do them because we are obedient to God and because they convey important
faith affirming truths.

How do we know that there are only supposed to be only two ordinances and not seven?
Well, ordinances are determined by three factors. Unless all three are in place we reject the claim
that the ritual or tradition is an ordinance.

1) They were instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ.
2) They were explicitly taught by the apostles.
3) They were observed or practised by the early church.

When we apply these criteria we find that the Lord's supper and believer's baptism are the only two
that meet all three determining factors. That is why we observe just these two.

Let us turn now briefly to consider the four main views that have been held, and continue to be held
regarding the Lord's Supper. To be precise the issue regards how exactly Christ is present when we
partake of the Holy Communion. This is a very controversial topic and debates over it have caused
numerous rifts between denominations over the centuries. I cannot really do the subject justice in
the short time I have here so please accept that [ am going to only give you a very brief overview.
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What are the four main view?
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Transubstantiation

This is the traditional view held by the Roman Catholic church. If you were to attend a Roman
Catholic mass this is what you would be told is taking place. They maintain that the elements (bread
an wine) literally become the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Each time the elements of the Lord’s
Supper are consecrated by a priest, a literal metaphysical change takes place. Holding their hands
over the bread the priest will recite the “magic formula” Hoc est enim corpus meum, “For this is
My Body.” At this point they are literally transformed. In holding this view they would claim that
they are taking the words of Christ in the Gospels literally.
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Consubstantiation

This is the view taken by the reformer Martin Luther and still held today by Lutherans, some
Eastern Orthodox and a few Episcopal churches. It derives from “con” meaning “together,” and
“substantiation” meaning “substance.” Luther argued that the bread and the wine do not actually
become the body and the blood of Christ, but the physical body of Christ is actually present in,
with, and under the bread and wine. They remain physically bread and wine but spiritually they
become Christ. While Luther saw great distinction between his view and the Roman Catholic view,
to the modern person, they appear similar.
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The Covenantal view

This was the stance taken by the reformer John Calvin. Today it is the position held by Reformers,
Presbyterians, some baptists and many protestants. His take on the Lord’s Supper has become
known as the spiritual presence view. He strongly objected with the Roman Catholic view and also
did not agree with Luther's view. He argued that the elements do not change or become the body
and blood of the Lord in any way. In fact the elements are merely symbols of His body and blood.
Calvin's spiritual presence view argues that Christ is present at the Lord's Supper but not in a
physical sense. For Calvin our focus should be upon His presence within the worshipping body and
not upon the elements of the table. The Lord Jesus is present Calvin said in a spiritual sense as we
partake of the Lord's Supper through the person of the Holy Spirit.
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The Memorial view

Another early reformer, Ulrich Zwingli, is regarded as the author of this view. Today this is the view
held by some baptists and many other denominations. Zwingli, like Calvin, believed that the
physical body of Jesus was in no way present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. However, his
view was different from Calvin’s. He saw the Lord’s Supper as a commemoration (memorial) of
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Christ’s death. It is celebrated by the believer as an act of “remembrance” of Christ’s death and his
sacrifice. This view emphasizes that the Lord’s Supper is a devotional act on the part of the believer.
Memorialists rightly hold that the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper are important symbols of
Jesus’ broken body and His blood poured out to atone for mankind’s sin. But the elements of
communion themselves have no literal or mystical connection to Jesus’ body.
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Conclusion

So what are we to make of all this? Which view best represents the biblical position? In what sense
is Christ present in the Lord’s Supper? Let us automatically reject the Roman Catholic view.
Equally, the Lutheran view is also problematic. This leaves us with the covenantal and the memorial
view. Both of these have some merit. However to consider it simply as a memorial is I believe
inadequate. It's much more than just a moment for us to remember or memorialise what Jesus did,
though this is important too. Clearly something deeper or more spiritual is going on. As followers of
Christ we understand that this is a solemn and special ritual given to us by Jesus Himself. So I
believe that when we gather around the communion table Christ's Spirit is present with us. So it's
really an amalgam of these two views. Neither is quite correct, but when they are combined we get
something closer to the reality. This is how the Westminster Larger Catechism answers the question;
What is the Lord's Supper? (WLC 168)

The Lord’s supper is a sacrament of the New Testament, wherein, by giving and receiving bread and
wine according to the appointment of Jesus Christ, his death is showed forth; and they that worthily
communicate feed upon his body and blood, to their spiritual nourishment and growth in grace;
have their union and communion with him confirmed; testify and renew their thankfulness, and
engagement to God, and their mutual love and fellowship each with other, as members of the same
mystical body.

That's pretty good. Those Westminster divines nailed it! The reality is that when we eat and drink
the Lord's Supper together as brothers and sisters, Christ’s Spirit is present, too. Which means that
the risen Lord Jesus Himself truly meets us when we come to His table. It should be seen therefore
as a sacred moment for us to derive real spiritual nourishment whilst we remember what Jesus did
for us and look forward to His return.

Now let's get to today's passage.

T P o] BE RS o9 A olsaof @718 A A4S 7MY F vE = A
= TP U7k od ofmjo| A el AN F9f whzke] A st U7 =l 7= 9
Adfl = AAs o2 AFFA G w7 = FH Y Adfol = ZA7F Ut 18 td
o1 2F2] ¥4 Covenantal view 3 7] 4] J‘ﬂr@ Memorial view + 7AW W5 YTt} o] F 7}A]
AR Xowﬁo] AU AR A= ©ed] 7Yt AoE HeE A2 FAdsioha Azt
Gy AzEAE 1 b @] deAlA ekl A& 7Y skeE A L ol YT =&
o] AL FToBAIRF EH ] fUF T A A<l o] 0101‘4 NEFEUL 1 2mE =
AFERZA -2 o] A o] A=A 3] -2l A

O
N
rz
e
Hr
ol
=
[
nE
10
>,
o,
o 1



Mark 65 — Sermon Notes Page 9

oSl gLich T e At ek 4ol B w) e sme] o] S-)ek gl A
2B ek o A AAE o] T b slel ERAAYT o F1E 43
= QAR IAES AFSE Aol F hE A2 92 F dFU ol o] 92EH

7
) e Ege] o] Aol tigsh: WY,

9] ghzko] @ F-91917}2 (WLC 168)

N

TREES ] oF2 HE#/ZJ O 2] o 2] AEAA R g2 W FEFE Fa b
o & 29 Fo)E Y] e) o] u §FY e wE ks AFgES 289 F3 T
g glon 159 §F XYy L& etofA] HJFelw 1] A AwE zlozgl
o} F ol 1]l Eo] XA ZA] sf= A t st ZAFe} SR A2 7Fe] Al A E 7]

EF87 Aol NG U A=ERSY Asabse] sliGUTh 27t G Al A
7 43 W3 ok wjo) el 2] o] alAlsh Aol @Ag e ol R el
F oFdAM Selvk o] qee] & u) FOoE $9F bt YU agnE
A AN S E A B AL )jeha 1o AP S nehsHs B Sel7k 214
997 ABRLE D& AT £7002 wolo} Furh

oA &5 EFoR ErHASF YL

22 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke i7, and gave it to them and
said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

The passage that we are considering today is one that is very familiar to believers. All three synoptic
gospels contain accounts of this first Lord's Supper. So I'm sure that you have all read or heard these
words numerous times. They also form the central core of the communion worship service. I say
them before we partake of the bread and wine. There is a danger then, due in part to their familiarity
that we might become numbed to the meaning and importance of what is being revealed. So I will
try to bring something fresh and possibly new to you as we look today at the Lord Jesus instituting
the Lord's Supper.

We pick up the story with the Lord Jesus and the disciples sitting around the table. They are sharing
the Passover meal. Today it's known by Jews as the Seder. The modern, elaborate Seder meal only
came into existence after 70 AD, so the meal Jesus and the disciples celebrated would have been a
little different. As I explained to you last time this was a highly structured and symbolic meal.
Everything consumed had a deep symbolic meaning. The bitter herbs recalled the bitterness of
slavery; the salt water remembered the tears shed under Egypt’s oppression. The main course of the
meal, a freshly sacrificed lamb was not connected to the agonies of Egypt. It symbolized the sin-
bearing sacrifice that allowed the judgment of God to pass over the household that believed. It is
this special symbolism that makes this feast much more than just a shared family meal.

Today when we invite guests to dinner we invite them to eat and drink as they wish. We may order
the food we serve in a particular way; a starter, a main course, dessert followed by coffee. But each
course does not have a particular significance and people are free to miss a particular course if they
wish. We top up someone's wine glass when it becomes empty, and if someone wants a second
helping we accommodate them. This was not the case for the Passover meal. It followed a set
pattern or procedure and everyone was required to fully participate in each stage.

2 250 92 1 45UE 9L AN FEHAT Wl AAEN A FAE A, wolek,
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We have arrived at the fifth stage of the meal. At this stage the father, or head of the family would
lift up the large flat disk of unleavened bread, actually it was more like a cracker than a loaf of
bread. He would then bless the bread by saying something along the lines of the following;

“This is the bread of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. Let everyone who hungers
come and eat; let everyone who is needy come and eat the Passover meal.”

He would then break off a piece of bread for each person present. In this act Jesus looked forward to
the time that His body was “broken” in the terrible suffering of the crucifixion. This is why this
special event is still today referred to as the “breaking of bread.” After the individual pieces were
passed around it was normally eaten in a moment of reflective silence. But not on this occasion.
This you see was the institution of something new. The focus of the Passover prior to this had been
the suffering of Israel in Egypt. They thought back and remembered how the lamb's blood allowed
God to “pass over” and spare them from death. Now, with the new covenant it would be Christ's
own blood that cleanses us of our sins. It is Christ's blood that enables God to “pass over” us
sparing us from the death we deserve.

What we may wonder did all of this mean to the disciples? They obviously did not take Jesus' words
literally. They knew that He did not mean for them to cut bits of His flesh off and consume Him!
The early Christians were actually accused by some of being cannibals and eating human flesh.
Common sense should tell us that Jesus is speaking metaphorically or symbolically.

Jesus is calling upon His listeners to associate the benefits of physical food; nourishment and life
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with the spiritual nourishment that comes from communion or connection with Him. At this time of
year (the Passover) every Jew's mind would have gone back to the time in the wilderness. The
people cried out for God to provide for their physical needs. God obliged and sent them manna.
When God sent manna to the Israelites in the wilderness, it kept them alive for a time, but
eventually they all died. Those who "eat" the bread of life however will never die.

So the bread serves as a reminder of God's amazing gift to us. The gift is of course the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Being perfect He bore our sins upon the cross. He took our
punishment upon Himself. He shed His blood to pay our debt to God. Because of what He did we
can now enjoy freedom from the bondage of sin, and eternal life in His presence. If we are to fully
appreciate this gift we must actively take it. It is freely offered to all but forced upon no one. We are
called to eat or partake of its goodness. It's no good looking at, or simply observing Christ from
afar. In order to benefit from the gift he offers we must receive Jesus into ourselves.

Let us continue.
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23 Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave if to them, and they all
drank from it.

We turn now to the cup. This was stage seven of the Passover meal. At this time a third cup of wine
was shared following the consumption of the main meal. You will note that I said “wine.” The cup
they passed around and drank from was full of wine, though it may well have been diluted with
water. This mean that the Lord Jesus drank wine. This also means that we too have the liberty to
consume wine or other alcoholic beverages with moderation. What the bible condemns is
drunkenness not drinking alcohol per se.

After giving thanks or blessing the cup it was passed around and they all drank from it. This fact is
significant. Normally each person at the meal had their own cup. But Jesus used just one to
represent the unity of the community He was establishing. It's a wonderful thing to think that under
Christ all Christians are united as brothers and sisters. Wherever we go in the world when we are
with other believers we should feel welcomed and loved as a fellow family member. Let us
continue.
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24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many.

In the Bible, spiritual life is represented by bread (John 6:22—-71) and water (John 4:13—14), but
blood is the deepest metaphor God uses. This is because the physical life of an animal is in its
blood. As we read in Leviticus 17:11,

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’

The penalty for sin against a perfectly holy God is death. This was why throughout the Old
Testament period animals had to be sacrificed upon the altar. Blood had to be spent, a life had to be
taken. However as the bible tells us the blood of bulls and goats was unable to take away sins
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(Hebrews 10:4). This was why the sacrifices had to be made repeatedly. Despite their
impermanence as a means of forgiving sins God still required blood to be shed to remind people
that sin incurs the death penalty.

During the last of God's ten plagues against Egypt, the Israelites covered their door posts and lintels
with the blood of the Passover lamb. God passed over the homes marked with blood and left them
unscathed while the firstborns of the houses of the Egyptians died (Exodus 12:1-32). So the
symbolism of blood is very important throughout scripture.

Jesus tells the disciples that this is His blood of the new covenant. The Greek word used here for
“covenant” is diatheke. It describes an agreement made by one person for others. It is actually a
legal term denoting a formal and legally binding declaration of benefits to be given by one party to
another, with or without conditions attached. Covenants or contracts have to be sealed or signed in
order to become binding. The Lord Jesus viewed His "blood" as the ratifying agent (the seal) of the
New Covenant. It was the ancient practice to seal, or agree covenants through the shedding of
blood. The people of Israel entered into the covenant with God by bringing a sacrifice and then by
having its blood sprinkled on them by Moses.

And Moses took the blood, sprinkled if on the people, and said, “This is the blood of the
covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words.” (Exo 24:8)

But on this occasion the “blood” represented by wine is not to be applied externally. Rather, it is to
be ingested. The eating or drinking of blood was especially taboo in Jewish culture. God's
prohibition against consuming blood pre-dates the Mosaic law (Genesis 9:4).

So what's going on here? Well Jesus is soon to shed His own blood in order to establish a new
covenant between God and His people. No mere man could ever institute a new covenant between
God and man, but this is not a problem for Jesus. He is after all the God-man. He has the authority
and power to establish a new covenant. So He is announcing that the old practice of animal sacrifice
1s coming to a close. From now on His sacrifice will forever be sufficient for all who accept it. By
drinking the "blood," it symbolizes that Jesus' healing power goes inside us. It's not something that
happens on the outside. We are not whitewashed tombs that only appear to be clean externally
(Matthew 23:27). Rather, when we “drink” Christ we are renewed from the inside-out, God gives us
new hearts (Ezekiel 11:19).

This new covenant which Jesus brings into existence here means that God would, from this point on
save all who believed and put their faith in Jesus. Let us move on.
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25 Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

The Lord Jesus here makes a solemn vow. He will not drink wine again until He does so in the “the
kingdom.” Some of you bible scholars here might object at this point. Didn't Jesus ask for and
receive some sour wine on the cross the very next day? (John 19:29-30). So the question we might
ask is whether there is something particular about the ‘fruit of the vine’ at the last supper that he
would not have again until He has it new in the Kingdom? The answer I believe is yes. The Greek
text is explicit that Jesus was referring to ‘this fruit of the vine’ and ‘this Passover’ (Matthew 26:29;
Luke 22:15-16). For this reason we can dismiss the sour wine He drank on the cross.

What Jesus is telling us here is that He has not yet celebrated a Passover in heaven. He is still
waiting for all His people to be gathered to Him. When we are all gathered to Him then there will
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be a great supper known as the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” (Revelation 19:9)

This is the fulfilment in the kingdom of God Jesus longed for. So even at this moment of great
personal anguish and turmoil He is looking ahead to the wonderful time of communion and feasting
we all anticipate in the future. Let us conclude our study now with verse 26.
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26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

It was customary to conclude the Passover by singing the Psalms from 115 to 118. Following this
Jesus and the disciples went out of the city, across the Kidron Valley, and onto the slopes of

the Mount of Olives to spend the night. They did not return to Bethany because for Passover they
needed to stay within the boundaries of Jerusalem. The Mount of Olives fell within the limits of
greater Jerusalem.

Next time Lord willing we will read about Peter's denial and the time in Gethsemane.
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Things to think about
I have just one comment to make on today's passage of scripture.

Q= A7 7ol el 3 A 2 =Elal A YT

1 Really appreciating What Jesus did for us

As I said during the sermon sometimes familiarity with things can numb us to their true value or
significance. This can certainly be true when it comes to acts or rituals of worship. When we
practice them frequently we can at times lose sight of their importance. Saying grace before eating a
meal can fall into this category. The food looks good, we're hungry, so we hastily say a few trite
words of thanks. Saying grace before eating is a recognition that God has provided for all our our
daily needs. It's not something to be done in a trivial flippant manner.

It can also be true as regards the Lord's supper. We don;t always I think take it as seriously as we
should. We come up to the communion table looking solemn, eat the elements and then leave and
go home. So let us take a moment to really think about what we are doing. When we consume the
bread and wine what should we be thinking?

We should be reflecting on how our precious Lord willingly gave His body to be broken on the
cross for us. When we drink the cup we should be recalling the precious blood He spilled for us.

Just think on that for a moment. How good and worthy are you? Are you worth someone risking
serious injury on your behalf? Possibly, you are. Maybe someone would deem you worth enduring
pain or going through some form of suffering. Or what about this, are you so good and worthy that
someone would sacrifice their life for you? If you are a husband here I hope you'd do that for your
wives. But aside from that I don't think so. None of us are that good. It's unlikely a complete
stranger would sacrifice themselves for us. And yet this is what the second person of the trinity, the
God- man man did for us. It's not even as if we could claim to be good or even okay people. We
were thoroughly evil and wicked. But Christ went to the cross for us.

So when we celebrate the Lord's Supper Christ our saviour is present with us. We are enjoying a
moment of communion and intimacy with Him. We are also solemnly remembering what He did,
but there's more to it than that. We are also looking ahead. To the future time when He will gather us
to Him, and we will enjoy a time of eternal unbroken fellowship. So let us never again come to the
communion table without fully appreciating all that it represents.
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