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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 55 — Sermon Notes

Title: “The Sadducees and resurrection”
Scripture: Mark 12:18-27

Date preached: September 24th 2023

Scripture: Mark 12:18-27

18 Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked
Him, saying: 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife
behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his
brother. 20 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no
offspring. 21 And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the
third likewise. 22 So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all the woman died also.
23 Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be? For all seven had
her as wife.”

24 Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do not
know the Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 But concerning the
dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush passage,
how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are therefore greatly
mistaken.”
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Review
Before we examine today's passage of scripture let us take a moment to review what we looked at in
our last study.

We found ourselves still on the Tuesday of passion week. It's an event filled day that begins with
Jesus giving the disciples a lesson regarding the withered fig tree as they travel from Bethany into
Jerusalem. Once they arrive in the temple the action only intensifies. Not long after arriving Jesus is
confronted by a delegation of Jewish religious leaders. This is the first of five “controversy
dialogues” or exchanges that the Lord Jesus has with various combinations of Jewish leaders. The
first challenge centres on the origins of Jesus authority. These men wished to know where His
authority come from.

The second dialogue was Jesus response to their rejection of Him as Messiah. He cleverly did this
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through the use of the parable of the wicked vinedressers. This parable highlighted what the
consequences would be for rejecting the one God sent to save. It would be that God took the nation
and their power away from them.

The third controversy dialogue was the focus of our study last time. It regarded whether it was
morally right for Jews to pay taxes to Caesar (Rome). Let us briefly recap the main points from last
week.

Jerusalem was located in the province of Judea. A region that since 6 AD had been occupied and
controlled by the Romans. This meant that the people living there were subject to Roman taxes. The
specific tax in view in this exchange was the yearly “poll or head tax.” This tax, which amounted to
one silver denarius, the equivalent of a days wage for a common working man was levied on all
adult men and women. It was, as I'm sure you can imagine a very popular tax that the Jewish people
looked forward to paying. I'm joking of course, the issue of the poll tax was highly controversial
and guaranteed to stir up passions. The Jewish zealots, who were a radical anti-Rome political sect
strongly opposed the tax and refused to pay. The Pharisees also greatly disliked the tax, but did
reluctantly pay it. The Herodians who were pro-Rome and supported the Roman puppet king Herod
willingly paid the tax. So the group of Pharisees and Herodians who approached Jesus knew that
this was a controversial and raw subject. This was intentional. They deliberately picked this subject
in the hope of trapping or ensnaring Jesus in His words.

They ask Him straight out if it is right or not to pay the tax to Caesar. As I said last time they are
attempting to impale Jesus on the horns of a dilemma. Whatever answer He provides He will find
Himself in trouble. If He says that it is right to pay the tax He will instantly alienate the common
people. They hated the tax and anticipated a “political” messiah who would lead them to overthrow
their oppressors. If however He said it was wrong to pay the tax then He'd please the people but the
Herodians could report Him to the Roman authorities. Jesus would be branded a rebel or a
revolutionary. Rome would not stand for treason. Jesus would be arrested or worse. So how could
Jesus answer and avoid impaling Himself on the horns?

Well, He asked someone to bring Him a denarius and then showed the coin to His onlookers. He
asked them to look closely and identify whose image and inscription the coin bore. It of course
depicted Tiberius Julius Caesar Augustus the Roman emperor. That a coin bearing his image was
being used in that geographic area meant that He was the legitimate authority in this region. Coins
in the ancient world were a tangible sign of where a rulers dominion lay. So in Judea it was Rome
that provided the security, safety and infrastructure that in many ways benefited the Jews. Therefore
Jesus told them they should pay what was due to Rome. God is sovereign over all things therefore
we should not forget that it is God who has appointed those in authority over us. Because of this
God expects us to live in submission to our rulers. The only exception to this is if they order us to
go against something God has commanded us to do. So in most situations to be unruly and rebel
against our leaders and rulers is by extension to rebel against God. But Jesus crucially adds that we
must also give to God what He is due. Caesar's image was stamped on the coin, but God's image is
stamped on us. We therefore should give ourselves completely and fully to Him.

The Lord Jesus gave the perfect response to their question. Having no comeback the Pharisees and
Herodians slipped away. Today we will see the next set of challengers attack the Lord Jesus.
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18 Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked Him,
saying:

I spoke before about the repeated challenges that the Jewish religious leaders brought against the
Lord Jesus. These challenges came through a series of “tough” questions purposefully designed to
either trap our Lord, or else discredit Him and make Him look foolish. Let's imagine this whole
situation as being like a boxing contest. In round one Jesus faced a combined team made up of the
Pharisees and the Herodians. They were an odd pairing connected only by their mutual hatred for
Jesus. They came to our Lord with what they thought was a knock out question regarding the issue
of taxes. Jesus easily dodged their swing and gave them a bloodied nose. Round one ends in an easy
victory for the Lord Jesus.

Here we come to round two. This time Jesus faces a different opponent. This time it is a group of
Sadducees that come before Him. The Sadducees were well educated, sophisticated, influential and
wealthy. No doubt they were confident that they could land a knock-out blow on Jesus.

I need to take a moment to say a few things about the sect of the Sadducees. It's important
background that will better able us to understand what is going on here. We often lump the
Sadducees and the Pharisees together and assume they were basically the same. Whilst they did
have a shared interest in stopping Jesus in most other ways they were very different. When it came
to public popularity there was no contest. The common people much preferred the Pharisees. In fact
most people hated the Sadducees and with good reason. The Sadducees tended to side with Rome.
This was not because they liked Roman rule or occupation, but they did so as a matter of personal
expediency. You see they benefited greatly from the power and authority that Rome gave them and
for this reason they supported Rome. The common people were not fooled, they saw right through
this and hated them for it.

In terms of physical numbers the Sadducees were a relatively small sect. However they occupied
many prominent position of power in Israel including in the Sanhedrin, and it was this that gave
them an influence that went way beyond their size in number. In fact, you might be surprised to
learn this is their only mention in Mark's gospel. There's a good reason for this. The Pharisees and
scribes could be found nationwide. Wherever there were local synagogues there would be scribes
and Pharisees. This meant that Jesus encountered, and was challenged by them on many occasions.
The Sadducees by contrast were only connected with the temple in Jerusalem. This was why when
the temple fell in 70 AD it signalled the end of the sect of the Sadducees.

When it comes to what they believed again we see that they held very different beliefs to the
Pharisees. The first thing we need to recognise is that they were big fans of Moses. They only
accepted his writings as being scripture. This meant that the Torah, the first five books of the Old
Testament was the extent of God's revelation. They disregarded the remainder of the Old Testament,
and paid no heed to the oral traditions of the elders that the Pharisees observed. Therefore they
rejected any doctrine or teaching that did not appear in the first five books of the bible. For this
reason they claimed that resurrection was not mentioned by Moses and as a consequence they did
not believe in any kind of resurrection or future life. They were annihilationists, believing that the
soul and the body perish together at death and vanish out of existence. In this respect they were
outliers in Jewish society, their denial of any kind of resurrection set the Sadducees apart. The
Pharisees, and most of the common people did believe in the resurrection. The Sadducees also
rejected the existence of supernatural beings such as angels or demons.

So now with that little bit of helpful background lets look at their question.
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19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his wife behind, and
leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.

Before we consider their question lets talk about the spirit in which they approached Jesus. Was this
we might ask a legitimate theological inquiry? Were they really approaching Jesus to ask for His
insight and wisdom? The answer of course is no. The Herodians and the Pharisees had come trying
to trap Jesus. The Sadducees were coming with an altogether different reason. They want to expose
Him as being a fool, or an invalid teacher. They want everyone to look at Him as if he's weird for
holding to belief in the resurrection. They remember denied any possibility of the resurrection. No
doubt as well-educated and sophisticated men they imagined they would easily be able to ridicule
the “country bumpkin” from Galilee. So even though they come feigning respect and calling Him
“teacher” just like the Herodians and Pharisees they were insincere.

Let's look at their question. They are referring back here to the law dealing with levirate marriage.
This is first mentioned in Genesis 38:8 but is more fully outlined in Deuteronomy 25:5-10.
Basically the practice made sure that if a married man died childless, his unmarried brother had to
take the widow as a wife in order that a son and heir could be provided for the deceased man. This
meant that the dead man's family name and inheritance would not perish. It also ensured that the
childless widow was kept from destitution.

We see a couple of examples of the practice recorded in the bible. The first involves Tamar and
Onan in Genesis 38. This relationship did not end well. I'll give you a spoiler, God killed Onan. A
far better, in fact a wonderful example is the story or Ruth and Boaz. He acted as a kinsman-
redeemer in effect saving Ruth and providing a happy future for her.

Let's look at the hypothetical situation they unfold before Jesus.
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20 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no offspring.

21 And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the third
likewise. 22 So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all the woman died also.

23 Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be? For all seven had her
as wife.”

We are, in this highly unlikely narrative to imagine a family with seven unmarried brothers. What
we are actually reading here is a reductio ad absurdum argument, a way of arguing or reasoning that
reduces things to the absurd or the ridiculous.

Brother number one gets married but unfortunately dies before he can have any children. The next
brother in line recognising his duty marries the widow and attempts to provide an heir for his
deceased brother. Things don't go well. He also dies before an heir can be produced. This same
pattern repeats until all the brothers have been married to the woman and have died producing no
heirs. Finally, no doubt exhausted by the whole thing the woman also died. The question then is as
follows. Who will this woman be married to in the resurrection? She had seven legitimate husbands
so which will be the lucky one and get to be her partner in the afterlife? Now on the face of it it is
an absurd situation. But actually it does have some value to it. Up until fairly recent times people
died younger, or often quite suddenly. Many women died during childbirth. So it was not unusual,
and still is not today that a Christian whose husband or wife dies desires to marry again. So
someone who may have been married to two people may ask a similar question. To whom will I be
married in eternity? Let us look at Jesus' answer.

20 0l 2ol AF FAZE Y=F Lol AEe ek A4 glo] G 21 2T =

A7 Bs ATt A4 o] F1 AAE Tgom 2 AFel BF 18 A4 gl Fa

9 U3 1 o AHE SREUT 23 ol 27 AF FAVE BS & s} Agror] 2@ 1

2 R 79 opirk ARG

F2+= o] 7hsAdol ALY gl ookrlolA U e nlE FAVE e IS S EY

ot -8 7 AA R o714 3 A= AL reductio ad absurdum =%, 5 43S HEFU A
TR Ao R Fhshe =AY & WAyt

A

A WA BAE AEPAT FBRAE AU 227 Aol AT A 7 E 914
o g FAlE sk AES] Fe AN A FEAE AFS D FUT FFo] 22
§7 QU Th T ES F2210] 4717] Aol Huieh RE PA} 1 ol xhst AF s

A

J40l0] glo] Abga w7bA ol sk e sjRlo] WUt phE 1 oA BE Qo
e e 2HUh o] ojabs B3 w e A& Brhar

el Al 79) e dHo] gl 7k S A AT AANA o] u g4t

yEEA o R B Ugls ARt Teu A RE sels ure 7117} 9l
FFAUTh 3 A2 E AFES oA FAL B3 4] UG B o4

o] Z4F Fol AFAH U S5l = FHolu} ol 7k AR e el sEele] AES



Mark 55 — Sermon Notes Page 8

dohs AL =2 do] opd Ytk w3t AE3E Aol 9l AP o9 Wl Rt A
e &g Ay U Frek 998 AEsH 271 dd o e AR sy
=2

24 Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do not
know the Scriptures nor the power of God?

The Sadducees thought they were smart and sophisticated. They no doubt believed that they had
given Jesus an impossible problem to solve. How very wrong they were. They were badly mistaken
in two very important areas. The first mistake came from their ignorance of the scriptures. This
would have been quite an insult to these haughty men who prided themselves on their knowledge
otthe Torah. The problem was that they did not appreciate the fullness of God's revelation and had
failed to observe how Moses writings did in fact reveal the reality of resurrection.

Today we often laugh at the Sadducees and consider them to be foolish, ignorant men. We think of
ourselves as being so much smarter and more sophisticated. And yet how many Christians today
remain ignorant, or at least semi-ignorant of God's Word. We live in an age in which we are literally
inundated with biblical material. At the click of a button we can have access to dozens of bibles,
commentaries, word studies, biblical dictionaries, bible background references books the list goes
on. I have several hundred PDF's stored on file. I possess information on almost any aspect of the
bible I care to investigate. All Christians in the developed world can access this kind of information
but how ignorant so many remain. When surveys are conducted on basic biblical doctrines
Christians frequently cannot answer at all, or else give ridiculous answers.

Let me give you two examples. The following comes from the annual “State of theology” survey
carried out by Ligonier ministries in 2022. When asked whether God can change how did those
surveyed respond? How would you respond? Remember the bible is pretty clear on the
immutability of God. In fact in Malachi 3:6 we read;

“For I am the Lorbp, I do not change ”

However 52%, over half of US Christians said He could change, learn and adapt. Let me give you
one more. When asked whether we are born innocent despite the biblical teaching that we all inherit
a sin nature at birth, 71% of US Christians said that we are born innocent. Why might this be? Why
can't US Christians accurately answer these straightforward questions? It's very simple, it comes
down to biblical ignorance. I'm sure that you devote time to reading your bible everyday. If you do
sadly you are in a small minority.

The American Bible Society conducted a survey in 2020 which analysed the Bible reading practices
of Americans. Prepare to be shocked. This survey found that only 9% of respondents read their
Bible on a daily basis. Only 3% said they read the Bible four or more times a week. It's hard to
imagine that such people either know the scriptures well themselves, or are equipped to accurately
present the gospel to others. So sadly for many contemporary Christians Jesus words hold true. Are
you not therefore mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures.

The second serious error the Sadducees had made was in failing to understand the power of God.
Their scriptural ignorance no doubt contributed to this. Let me explain why. What impression do
you get from reading the opening chapters of Genesis? Are you left in any doubt regarding the
awesome creative power of the Sovereign God of the universe? Are you left with the feeling that
there might be some limitations on what God can accomplish? I certainly hope not. God created
everything that exists in all its wonder and complexity in six literal days. He did it simply by
speaking it into existence. So with this in mind do you not think it possible that God is capable of
firstly raising people back to life and secondly of creating a different kind of life for them in the
future. We are not raised again the same, we are raised in new resurrection bodies that will carry us
through eternity. So the Sadducees were very badly mistaken. They did not properly know or
understand God's Word and the God they served was a weak and impotent God. Let us read on.
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25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven.

The Lord Jesus now gives them some additional information. Many in Jesus day and I suppose still
today think of heaven as just being a glorious version of earth. It's impossible for us here on earth to
have any comprehension of just how awesome heaven will be. The bible does not reveal very much,
so the truth is that it will be a glorious surprise for all of us. However as revealed here the earthly
institution of marriage will cease in heaven. Birth and death belong in this world and will not be a
part of the world to come. Of course sexual relations here on earth between a husband and a wife
are not solely designed for the procreation of children. But this was the primary purpose when it
came to levirate marriage. So in the eternal realm there will not be sex or marriage. Now some
people are saddened by this.

I know a number of people who are greatly looking forward to being reunited with a much loved
husband or wife. So the prospect of not being married as they were here on earth disappoints them. I
firmly believe they will get to experience a joyful reunion. But there will not be marriage as we
experience it here. This however does not exclude love, companionship and happiness which will
be there in abundance. I believe that our relationship with Jesus and with all of our brothers and
sisters will be so intense and so filled with love and affection that all earthly marital bliss will seem
shallow and small by comparison.

The Lord Jesus goes on to tell us that we will be like the angels in heaven. It's important that we
understand what Jesus is not saying here. He is not saying that we will become angels, we will not.
Sorry to any of you hoping to get some wings. Nor is He saying that in all regards we will be like
angels. There will always be notable differences, we are different creatures and will always remain
so. What He is saying is that in some respects we will be like them. They do not marry or have
sexual relationships and neither will we. Let's find out how this episode concludes.
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26 But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You
are therefore greatly mistaken.”

The Lord Jesus now takes the Sadducees back to the issue of resurrection. These supposedly wise
and learned men were sadly ignorant of what the bible taught on this issue. I have noted before how
important it is when we are defending a position or making a case that we stand upon God's Word.
People's opinions and ideas fluctuate and change over time, but God's Word stands true and solid.

As I said before the Sadducees only believed that the Torah (the Law of Moses) was God's
revelation to men. So the Lord Jesus very cleverly asks them to think about an incident that takes
place in the book of Exodus. This is the second book of the Torah, which means it was written by
Moses. It also means that they were very familiar with what it said and held it to be true. The
incident Jesus flags here is when Moses encountered God in the burning bush (Exodus 3). Today of
course with the benefit of chapters and verses I can easily direct you where to go. In Jesus day you
would reference a portion of scripture by identifying a notable incident, this is why Jesus refers to it
as the “burning bush passage.” As you know God spoke to Moses from the bush. It's what, or more
accurately the verb tenses that God uses that Jesus wants His hearers to appreciate.

Let me give you an example. Suppose I was to stop a 6™ grade elementary aged student as they
came out of school. If I asked them where they went to school they might say, “I am a student at
Anyang elementary school.” We use I am to refer to a situation that is ongoing or in the present
tense. If two years later I bumped into that same student and again asked the same question they
might say, “I was a student at Anyang elementary but now I am a student at Hillside Middle
school.” You see how the tense changes. They wouldn't refer to their current status and say that they
were still, an ongoing student at elementary school. Things that took place, and finished in the past
are referred to in the past tense. What does this have to do with today's passage. Allow me to
explain.
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Here we can see a basic Old Testament timeline. There are always disputes about when ancient
events took place, but what I want you to note is where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are placed on the
line in relation to Moses. As you can see they were all long dead and gone before Moses was born.
But look at how God spoke about these three men. He didn't say to Moses that, He was the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God said, I am the God of these ancient patriarchs. This means that
these men are not dead. They have not ceased to exist. They are alive and well and in relationship
with God because He raised them from the dead. Resurrection is a real thing. So you see Moses did
indeed teach the doctrine of resurrection. Moses, albeit indirectly showed that God delivers and
preserves all who trust in Him.

That He is the God of the living gives us wonderful hope for the future. The same resurrection
power that raised and has preserved Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is still working today.

The verse ends with Jesus' damning indictment on these men. They might have thought of
themselves as being smart, sophisticated, wise and biblically literate. But they were wrong. In many
of their beliefs, and especially when it came to death and resurrection they were greatly mistaken.
Let us be wise and diligent students of God's Word so that such a criticism may never be levelled at
us.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make on today's passage of scripture

Q5o A7 A tEl F 7HA oS AAsHE Y

1 Know the scriptures

In today's passage Jesus accused the Sadducees of being ignorant of God's Word. This would have
been a great insult to these scholarly men. But of course the Lord Jesus was quite right. They were
wilfully ignoring large parts of God's revelation and were also guilty of not properly understanding
the part they did accept as scripture.

I spoke during the sermon about the terrible ignorance of many believers today. We might ask
whether things are worse today than they used to be. Are Christians more or less biblically literate
than in the past? I suppose we could argue it either way. Certainly we may have more distractions
today than Christians in the past. In our hectic and busy lives we often push bible reading and bible
study into the margins. But in the past people were just as busy struggling to survive. So people
both now and in the past could justifiably claim that they just don't have the time to read and study
God's Word.

My own feeling is that today we have no excuses for our lack of biblical knowledge. We are
overwhelmed with biblical material. We have access to multiple bibles, commentaries or study
guides in a variety of forms. If you don't want a paper bible or study guide you can download apps
to your mobile phone. You can watch bible content on YouTube. You can even listen to an audio
bible as you commute to work or exercise. So really the only issue comes down to your desire or
motivation. Do you not know the scriptures because you are lazy, or even worse because you don't
care?

You see there is a real danger to not properly knowing scripture or biblical doctrine. It goes way
beyond not knowing basic biblical trivia. When we don't know the scriptures we have no anchor for
truth of belief. We may be blown wherever the wind may blow us.
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Furthermore when we don't know what we believe how on earth can we share the truth with others.
Without a good solid grounding in God's Word we are totally ineffective in carrying out His
command to take the gospel to the world.

So let us get serious. We need to devote our time and energy to reading, studying and thinking upon
God's Word. Make the decision right now to get to better know God's Word.
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2 The God of the living not of the dead

There is a very important distinction that separates the Lord Jesus Christ from all other religious
leaders or founders. The Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed and any other religious founder you care
to mention are all dry bones in the ground. You can visit their tombs and see where their remains are
at rest. The Lord Jesus is not at rest. The Lord Jesus rose and left an empty tomb. The grave could
not hold Him. This is because He is not a God of the dead, He is the living God. All other religions
bow down to stone idols or representations of their god. A stone idol or a statue is just that. A piece
of stone or metal. It has no power, it cannot help us. But Jesus is alive. When we pray He hears our
words. When we cry out we have His attention. We know He loves us because He suffered and died
on our behalf. So let us never forget that we love, serve and worship the God of the living. Let us be
thankful for this and take every opportunity we have to share our love of Him with others.




Mark 55 — Sermon Notes Page 15

258 A7t o Ahxpe] sty

F o AP AEE e RE B AR FAGED FEEE 0> SR o] o]

QU BA, B, FAvhE, w3 gale] st 4 e e il FAAES B

Garo] ke WS D50 FYS gete] 159 817k ojtle] qkxHo] 9l

AT 5 G F ol E T FHE AN FEALG I T AR e n e
A 2o B mdgUth F ool 18-S BiolE - fldluth el aRe Fe
<o) shrpdo] op i Aol Al o] A7) WE L X

| o
Aelt Al ojul ol Agheh. Sl el 7o) vz
2R 5] gla S22 £e 4 gy 2 dde Ao
o) 2R e B So T S REde ) S M 4]
Y. el $2lE st DB e An Fos) W fe o 3 S5 At
AT A Shie elne $EI b el S e e e A sl
Az 914 BEAITE ool el gARshaL, 1ol tlek el 9) AE THE AbghE st b 4
S wE V)52 BLFA

A L. -



Mark 55 — Sermon Notes Page 16




