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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 47 — Sermon Notes
Title: “Blind Bartimaeus”
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52
Date preached: July 30th 2023

Scripture: Mark 10:46-52

46 Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. 47 And when he
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!”

48 Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 49 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.

Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.”

50 And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. 51 So Jesus answered and
said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni,
that I may receive my sight.” 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made
you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.
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Review
Today we are going to look at the final six verses of chapter 10. However before we do that let us
briefly review what we looked at last week.

We found the Lord and His disciples travelling through the region of Perea. They are making their
way south and will make a brief stop in Jericho before continuing on to Jerusalem. As was the
custom in those days the Lord Jesus, as the rabbi (teacher) or master was leading the way. There
was something in the manner in which He led them that "amazed" the disciples. Mark doesn't
explain why, so we are left to speculate. It seems most likely that they were amazed at how
deliberate and purposeful He was. Despite knowing what lay ahead he strode on boldly without
displaying any fear or apprehension. The disciples themselves felt fear. They feared what awaited
them in Jerusalem. They knew that the religious authorities hated Jesus and wanted Him gone.

It is at this point that Jesus presents His third and final passion prediction. As I said last time this
prediction contains all that we saw in the previous two, but also adds some additional details. The
most important addition is the role that the Gentiles will play in Christ's passion. He will be handed
over to the Gentiles, meaning the Romans. This of course was a terrible insult for a Jew. How
horrendous to be rejected by your own people. A people whom you had come to save, and given
over into the hands of wicked pagans. It is hard to concieve of a more degrading event. It is the
Romans who will mock Him, scourge Him, spit on Him and then kill Him. This was what awaited
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Jesus in Jerusalem. This news should have finally jolted the disciples out of any pretense they had
that Jesus was about to establish an earthly kingdom. This however is not what happens.

After the first passion prediction it was Peter who spoke up to rebuke Jesus (Mark 8:31-33). I'm
sure you remember the stinging reply Jesus gave him. Following the second prediction the disciples
are still confused and puzzled. They didn't understand Jesus' words and were afraid to ask Him to
explain (Mark 9:30-32). On this final occasion it is James and John who demonstrate by their words
and actions that they still do not understand what's going on.

They approach Jesus and ask Him to do whatever they ask. It was an incredibly bold thing to do.
But perhaps their place in Jesus inner circle led them to believe that they were special. That they
had the right to ask for whatever they wanted. What was it they wanted? Something small,
something insignificant? No, what they wanted was the place of prestige and honor in Christ's
glorious Kingdom. They wanted to sit on the right and left of Christ's throne. How arrogant and
prideful. To think that such a place should be given to them over and above everyone else. The Lord
asks them if they are able to go through the pain and suffering that He will soon have to endure. He
wants to know whether they can bear the wrath that God is about to pour out. They rather glibbly
answer that they are able. Jesus then tells them that it is the Father who assigns these positions, not
Him. This is not Jesus saying that He is inferior in any way to the Father, but rather that in this case
He is making himself subordinate to the will of the Father.

When the other ten disciples hear about what James and John have done how do they respond?
Exactly as we'd expect. They are greatly displeased with the "Sons of thunder." In order to restore
order and prevent division the Lord Jesus calls the disciples to Himself. He patiently explains how
things differ between His Kingdom and the world at large. In the Gentile world men love positions
of power and prestige. They love to "lord it over others." To attain this power men act in selfish,
mean and self-serving ways. They will do all they can to step on others on the way up the social
ladder. But in God's Kingdom a whole different system is in operation. God is concerned with
humility, service and sacrifice. God rewards those who are joyful and willing in their service to
others. The slaves who are at the bottom in this world are on the top in God's world. The section
ends with Jesus reminding His hearers that these are not just platitudes. Leaders today often tell
people what to do, and then ignore their own instructions. We might express it in the following way,
"Do as [ say not as I do." Not the Lord Jesus. He modelled exactly how we are to live. Jesus says,
"Do as I say and as I did." We are to follow as best we can His example.

Today we are going to meet blind Bartimaeus.
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46 Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging.

We come today to a significant moment in Mark's gospel.

The miracle that we will examine today is the final healing miracle recorded by Mark. We are now
entering the final stages of the Lord Jesus' earthly ministry. In a little over a week our Lord and
saviour will be nailed to a cross.

The account of the healing of the blind beggar Bartimaeus appears in all three synoptic gospels
(Matthew 20: 29-34, Luke 18:35-43). Whilst similar in most of the important details there are some
differences which I shall highlight as we go through Mark's account.

Jesus as we have seen has been travelling through the region of Perea. He now recrosses the Jordan
river and arrives in the city of Jericho. Jericho was located about 5 miles west of the Jordan and
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about 15 miles from Jerusalem. Of course that doesn't really tell us the full story. Jerusalem sits on
top of the mountain at 785 meters above sea level. Jericho way down below in the valley lying at
258 meters below sea level. That's quite a hike that Jesus and the disciples will soon have to make.

Let me say a few things about Jericho. We are all very familiar with the Israelite conquest of the
promised land. As they began to conquer the land of Canaan Joshua led the people to fortified city
of Jericho (Joshua 5-6). Every child who has ever attended Sunday school knows about how God
caused the walls to fall down. That was old Jericho. It is considered to be one of the oldest known
human settlements. However by Jesus day that ancient settlement site had largely been abandoned.
A new city of Jericho had been constructed by Herod the Great.
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He had his lavish winter palace built there. There was very good reason for that. It is warm in
Jericho all year around. Josephus tells us that even when there is snow in Jerusalem you were able
to wear thin linen clothes in Jericho.

It was also due to a number of underground springs a very lush and fertile area. It's very noticeable
when you look at pictures or photos of Jericho that it is surrounded by inhospitable looking desert.
It is a green oasis encircled by barren sand and rock. In the Old Testament it was known as the “city
of palms” (Judges 3:13).

In Jesus day it was famous for the delicious foods that were grown in its fertile soil. It was
renowned for growing almonds, figs, dates and perhaps surprisingly roses. We could accurately
describe Jericho as being like a beautiful fertile garden. Let's get back to our study.
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Mark tells us that it is as Jesus is leaving Jericho followed by the disciples and a large crowd that
He meets Bartimaeus. Matthew is his account agrees. Luke however says that they met as Jesus
came near to Jericho. I think it is very easy to reconcile this apparent discrepancy. As I just noted
there were two Jericho's, an old and a new. So the Lord Jesus met Bartimaeus as He left one and just
before He entered the second.

What do we know about Bartimaeus? Well as you are probably aware in Hebrew the prefix “bar”
means “son of.” So the name Bartimaeus means “son of Timaeus or Tiamai.” Mark includes this
detail because he was writing to Gentiles who were maybe unaware of this fact. We do not know the
nature of extent of his blindness. Had he been born blind or had he become blind later in life? We
are not told.

I have spoken before about the Jewish attitude towards blindness. The belief was that people were
blind because God was cursing them. As evidence for this let us read the exchange Jesus had with
His disciples in John chapter 9.

1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked
Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
(John 9:1-2)

Therefore blind people could not find legitimate opportunities to work and were forced to beg on
the streets. Since the road running down from Jerusalem to Jericho was a popular pilgrim route it
was a good place to sit and beg for alms. The Jews were encouraged to be charitable so the blind
and crippled could just about survive.

Another difference we see between the three gospel accounts concerns the number of blind men.
Mark and Luke refer to only one man. Matthew says there were two. How might we reconcile this
difference? Well, Mark is telling us the story of just one of these blind men. He doesn't say that was
only one man. It would be like me saying that I saw Tyrone in church today. There were other
people of course but my attention is only on Tyrone. Interestingly Mark is the only writer to tell us
the man's name. That is actually very unusual. Mark only gives the names of two people involved in
healing miracles; Jairus (Mark 5:22) and now Bartimaeus. So why is Bartimaeus named? We are
left to speculate a little. Is it perhaps because following the miracle Bartimaeus went on to become a
well known figure in the early church? Is Mark including his name so that his readers know the
background of someone they were familiar with? I think it's possible. Let us continue.
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47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!”

As Bartimaeus is sitting by the road he becomes aware of the crowd and noise. It must have been
obvious that something a little out of the ordinary was occurring. Luke tells us that he asked some
of those nearby what was going on (Luke 18:36). They tell him that Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus the
Nazarene was passing by. We tend to think that the name Jesus / Joshua is being a special and
unique name. In reality, it was a fairly common name at that time. So it was not unusual to identify
people by some distinguishing thing about them, such as their place of origin or occupation.

Here is what is interesting. The people who could see Jesus only saw an ordinary man hailing from
Nazareth. He was nothing special or out of the ordinary. It was only the blind man who sensed
exactly who Jesus really was. What had Bartimaeus heard about Jesus? Had he heard of the the
Lord's confrontations with the Pharisees. Or what is more likely given his life situation, is that he
had heard about the amazing miracles that our saviour had performed? Whatever he had heard
about Jesus Bartimaeus had come to the right conclusion regarding who Jesus was.

So as Jesus drew near Bartimaeus began to cry out or shout, “Jesus Son of David, have mercy on
me.” The word Mark uses here for “to cry out” is the Greek verb krazo. It’s a very strong word. In
Mark chapter 5 he uses the same word to speak of the sounds made by insane epileptics and demon-
possessed people. We might better say that Bartimaeus “screamed out loudly.” The words he uses to
address Jesus are highly poignant. He doesn't call Him, “Jesus the Nazarene,” or “Jesus the rabbi.”
He calls Him, Jesus the Son of David. This is messianic title. Back in 2nd Samuel we read about
the words of God given to the prophet Nathan. Nathan spoke to King David and told him of the
future Messiah to come. He would come from the lineage or line of David (2 Sam 7:12-16).
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Therefore he would be the son of David.

So Bartimaeus knew exactly who was approaching. This was the long-awaited deliverer, the
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. This was the Messiah. No wonder Bartimaeus is
excited.

What does Bartimaeus want from Jesus? What he wants is the Lord's mercy. He recognised himself
as a sinner in desperate need of a saviour. How true this is for all of us. Oh Lord, have mercy on us.
Let us read on.
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48 Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 49 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.”

The crowd, which was likely made up of pilgrims going up to Jerusalem for the Feast of the
Passover were not pleased by Bartimaeus. He was an annoying and noisy nuisance. One of my big
bugbears in Korea is people who carry loud radios when they are hiking in the mountains. If you
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want to listen to jangly pop music whilst you hike then use earphones. Don't inflict others with your
music and pollute the natural ambiance of the mountain. Anyway, back to our account. Why did
they want to silence Bartimaeus?

Maybe they objected to his loud screams. Perhaps it was the disruption he was causing to their
solemn pilgrimage. Or maybe it was theological, were they offended by the way he was addressing
Jesus? We are not told, but we are told that they tried to make Bartimaeus be quiet, or literally shut

up!
Their warning had no effect upon Bartimaeus. He would not be silenced. He just shouted louder and

with greater urgency. He was not to be disappointed. Jesus had heard his cries. Jesus always hears
our cries for mercy.

As an aside Jesus does not rebuke the man for using this Messianic title. He does not tell him that it
does not apply to Him. Jesus accepts the title because He is the Messiah and it absolutely applies to
Him.

The crowds response is amusing. They had been telling the man to shut up but as soon as Jesus
shows an interest in him they are suddenly started treating him properly. They tell him that his cries
have been noted, Jesus is calling to him and wants to meet him. Let us read on.
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50 And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.

It was common practice for beggars to sit on the ground and lay their outer garment over their legs
and feet. It was used to gather the alms that passers-by would give. The outer garment was more
like a cloak or shawl that you wore over your everyday clothes. The equivalent today to a jacket or
over-coat. So in his haste to get to Jesus Mark tells us that he simply cast this outer garment away.
Nothing would hinder his approach to the Lord.
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But I wonder if more is intended by this seemingly insignificant detail. As a blind beggar what
would this man have possessed? We must assume very little. This outer garment may have virtually
been all he had. So does Mark want us to think that the man gave up all he had to follow Jesus. Just
like the disciples (1:16-20; 10:28). They had walked away from their jobs, their families and their
homes. This blind man was soon to do the same. It also stands in stark contrast to the rich young
ruler we read about recently. He had many possessions but was not willing to give any of them up to
follow Jesus. Let us continue.

50 Kt A20] FRE So| Ex[n B 20 of=l o

TE0t= AS0| 50| 0t 2RE CiEIReHE 20| Hotgs 22 SRR 2RI0RELIEL XL = A—S0| 7=
ApdE 2oE= M| ABEREEHH 222 Be= 20 = U= HESISLH 252 API0|LH 21F0 St
Ch 2= Ol Maed 712 OfgiM Thed| O] 2RE S10] BN BESLIEE V7 HEH| LIoP t= ZiE Lotiot
= X2 OFF A= BIREELIEL

T2+ 227 |0f] AR £20f= O MR ARIO| B B2 S Q=S e RUELIEE =2 7KI2A O A2 791
= 2RISR Ol BX| RIS ZLIEL O ZR2 Aldd W71 R 2L T2 D k= Tt
Ol 27| 2iH RRO| 7K = 238 20 R 2P IS RIRILICE MIKISAE —IRILEH(1:16-20; 10:2
8). I=2 Y 7K TS sl O = AlR= DIR[0 522 25 oWl 2 Z0REHF %42 ot 2
CPFE20) S12 FAHEE 2reint SE0 HESS OlsLIFE = B2 ARE 7K QRIXEE ofEiE a7 | 2
ol 1S 0= A= 27012 S| RRELIEL AR

51 So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man
said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.”

When Bartimaeus comes to Him Jesus has a question for him. The question is, “What do you want
me to do for you?” You may remember Jesus asking the same question to James and John back in
verse 36. They you will remember had a very selfish request to make. They wanted positions of
power and honour in God's Kingdom. Bartimaeus wants just one thing. It is not something
extravagant, exceptional or out of the ordinary like what James and John wanted. What he wanted
was what most people take for granted; the ability to see again.

The term he uses to speak to Jesus is again interesting. He calls Him “Rabboni.” This term is used
only twice in the New Testament. Here and in John's gospel. The only other person to call Jesus
“Rabboni” is Mary Magdalene. On the third day following the crucifixion Mary goes to the tomb.
She of course finds it empty and then strikes up a conversation with a helpful “gardener.” Let me
read the appropriate verse.

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).
(John 20:16)

Rabbi means teacher or master. Today the equivalent term would be to call a teacher “sir.” When I
was in school we called all male teachers “sir” as a mark of respect. Rabboni however expresses a
deeper level of respect. It is also personalising your respect or honour, literally “my master or my
teacher.” So in using this term Bartimaeus is expressing his humble submission towards Jesus. He is
acknowledging that Jesus is his Lord and master. Let us see how this episode concludes.
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52 Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.

Bartimaeus had shown great courage and even greater faith. His reward is that he will get what he
desired that his eyesight be fully restored.

Matthew tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion and touched their eyes (Matt. 20:34), and
immediately they were healed. Neither Luke nor Mark mentions the blind men being touched. On
this occasion Mark records Jesus healing via a vocal command. There is of course no reason to find
a contradiction in the slightly different ways the miracle is recorded. It's possible that the Lord Jesus
spoke and then touched the man's eyes to indicate that the miracle was complete. In other words we
cannot necessarily ascertain the sequence in which the healing occurred. We should also remember
that the gospel writers do not include every detail. It's quite possible that the Lord touched the men
as a gesture of love but Mark and Luke do not include this detail. The most important take-away is
that the Lord Jesus Christ miraculously restored Bartimaeus' sight.

The story ends with Bartimaeus putting his new found faith into action. He was not simply content
to start his life anew as a now fully seeing man. No, he determined that he would follow Jesus on
his journey up to Jerusalem. Throughout Mark’s gospel he frequently associates the idea of
“following” with discipleship. Jesus called upon the rich young ruler to “follow” Him (Mark 10:21).

So are we to assume that Bartimaeus became a follower or disciple of Christ? Did he see all that
occurred in Jerusalem during the passion week? Was he one of the hundred and twenty in the upper
room at Pentecost? Did he go on from this to play some role in the establishment of the early
church?

These are fascinating questions. If any of the things I just mentioned are true just think about the
amazing transformation of his life. From a cursed beggar sitting in the dust of the roadside. Holding
a place in society only slightly above tax collectors. To accompanying the King of Kings into the
holy city. It truly is a case of the first being last and the last being first.

Next time Lord willing we will begin chapter 11.

The chapter opens with the Lords triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
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Things to think about

I have two comments to make from today's passage of scripture.
2= &8 TR F 7K 242 KNIt

1 The right Kind of faith
Mark tells us that Bartimaeus' faith was what made him well. As Christians, we often speak of faith.

We talk about having faith in Jesus. Faith being able to move mountains. Holding on to our faith
when times are challenging. Sometimes we use the word without really appreciating what it means.
Fortunately for us the bible provides a very good and clear definition of faith.

In Hebrews 11:1 we read;
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

To put it simply faith is “trusting in something you cannot explicitly prove.” This definition of faith
contains two aspects: intellectual assent and trust. Intellectual assent means believing something to
be true. Trust is actually relying on that fact, or acting upon your belief that something is true. Let
me give you an example.

Suppose you come into a room and see a chair. The chair looks to be sound. You intellectually
believe that it is a good chair, and would be a safe place to sit. To then sit down is to place your trust
in what you believe. You trust the chair will support you and not collapse to the ground under your
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weight.

Let us now consider the case of Bartimaeus. He had heard some things about Jesus. He had come to
believe that Jesus was no ordinary man, He was empowered by God to heal and perform other
miracles. So intellectually Bartimaeus believed that Jesus could heal him. As the Messiah this was
something He could do. When Jesus came it was time to put his trust in what he believed. It was
time if you like to activate his faith. We saw this in his determination to attract the Lord's attention.
When he had successfully attracted Jesus' attention he quickly obeyed the call to come. He humbly
submitted himself to Jesus. He knew his place or position and also gave honour and respect to
Jesus. Finally, he knew exactly what to ask when Jesus asked him. He was not greedy, selfish or
self-serving. It was this combination that led to his miraculous healing.

I wonder how our faith compares. Do we step out boldly in faith like Bartimaeus did? Do we seize
every opportunity God gives us? Or are we rather timed and afraid? Do we lack real trust that God
will always be there to guide and empower us? Is our faith weak and lacking? May the Lord
strengthen our faith so that we trust completely in Him in every situation.
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2 Following Christ
What or who do you follow? If you are a sports fan you may follow a particular team or player.

Maybe you follow Tottenham Hotspur in the Premier League or the Boston Red Sox in Major
League Baseball. If it's tennis or golf you enjoy you may have a favourite player you follow.
Perhaps you follow a particular singer or pop group. You try when possible to attend their concerts,
or buy their latest album. Maybe you follow an author, online pastor, podcaster, artist, movie
director or other cultural figure. Most people follow or are interested in someone or something.

When we really follow someone with passion it can be all consuming. People devote their whole
lives to following the object of their affections. There are men in the UK for example who attend
every football match their team plays. Home and away and even matches in Europe. Just think of
the money and time that must consume. Sometimes these men even have the name of their team or
the club crest tattooed on their bodies. We might think this level of devotion is crazy.

But to them the love of their football team is everything. That is what it truly means to follow.

So when Jesus tells people to follow Him that's what He's calling for. For us to give up everything,
pick up our cross and follow Him. We may say that Bartimaeus didn't have much to give up. He was
a beggar on the street. But the disciples did. They had jobs, maybe businesses, family, friends and
homes. They gave them all up to follow Jesus.

What about us? Who or what are we following? Are we all in for Jesus or is He second, third or
fourth on our list. Are we putting other people or things before Him? If we are it is time to stop and
reconsider our priorities. If we love the Lord Jesus as we claim to do He must be number one. We
must be ready and willing to follow Him in all circumstance and at all costs. It is not easy and that
1s why He sent us the Holy Spirit as our helper. Let us seek in all ways to follow Christ as He
demands.
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