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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 30 — Sermon Notes
Title: “The faith of a Gentile”
Scripture: Mark 7:24-30

Date preached: March 26th 2023

Scripture: Mark 7:24-30

24 From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house
and wanted no one to know iz, but He could not be hidden. 25 For a woman whose young
daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came and fell at His feet. 26 The
woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the demon
out of her daughter. 27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not
good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 28 And she answered and
said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s
crumbs.” 29 Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of
your daughter.” 30 And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and
her daughter lying on the bed.
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Review
Before we look at today's passage of scripture let us take a moment to review what we looked at last
time.

We concluded the account of Jesus second reported confrontation with a delegation of Scribes and
Pharisees. They had travelled down from Jerusalem ostensibly to evaluate and assess what the Lord
Jesus was doing. However as we have seen from their previous interaction with the Lord they are
not open and fair minded. They have predetermined to disprove of what He is doing and find
whatever way they can to accuse and stop Him. Their opportunity arises when they see some of the
disciples eating without first washing their hands.

This as we said had nothing to do with good hygiene but was a symbolic act or ritual. It was all part
of being ceremonially or spiritually clean before God.

It formed part of the oral law or tradition held by the Pharisees. This oral law was not derived from
God's commands in scripture. It was a complicated and elaborate set of man-made rules that were
designed to ensure that no one ever came close to breaking God's law. Although it may have been
well intentioned in theory, in practice it put a great burden on people. It made trying to love and
obey God a time consuming and tedious process. But even more importantly it drew people away
from what God really wanted from those who love Him.

The Scribes and Pharisees had added a whole unnecessary extra layer to what God had commanded.
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They were even teaching people that their man-made laws superseded Gods. That is was okay to
reject what God said in order to follow their traditions. When we understand this we can appreciate
why the Lord Jesus Christ so forcefully responded to these religious leaders.

The Lord Jesus centres in on just one of their egregious practices. It was the practice of Corban. As
I explained last time Corban is a Hebrew word which when translated means, “a gift or offering
consecrated to God.” That on the surface sounds like a good thing. God is pleased when we
generously give back to Him. Scripture tells us that He loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7). However
Corban was being used as a way to cunningly avoid or bypass God's command to honour our
fathers and mothers. This remember was one of the ten commandments. It's not something we can
discard or ignore. The law of Corban however allowed a person to excuse themselves from helping
out their needy parents. They could claim that any money or property they had was dedicated as a
gift to God. This in effect was what people could say;

“I'd love to give you some money mom and dad but unfortunately I've gifted it to God. You
wouldn't want me to break my vow to God would you?”

This of course was not wholly true. They could continue to use the money or property themselves or
even for a small penalty fee break the Corban vow and take back the gift. The Corban vow really
just meant that no one else could use or benefit from the money. So Corban was really just a ruse to
reject what God had commanded.

The Lord Jesus was rightly disgusted by the practices promoted by the Pharisees. He called the
people to Him and explained to them that the priorities of the Pharisees were all wrong. They had
things back to front. The things that make us defiled and impure in God's sight are not external to
us. They are not out there. Rather the things that make make us sin originate inside us.

Later the disciples ask Jesus to explain more clearly what He means. They remember had lived all
their lives immersed in this culture. To learn that all this worrying about becoming defiled by things
around you was unnecessary must have been shocking to them. The Lord Jesus explains using the
illustration of food. When we eat something it goes into our mouths and ends up in our stomachs.
From there we pass it out of our bodies. Food then always remains just food. We do not become
sinful by the things we eat. What does make us sinful is our wicked hearts. We become evil or
defiled because we give into the sinful thoughts that originate within us.

When we think on this we begin to appreciate all the man made religions of this world. They are all
centred on the things we can do to make us “right and holy.” If you follow this work or that
procedure then all will be good. No, says the Lord Jesus. That's like carefully cleaning the outside
of the bowl and leaving the inside dirty.

Do we have the ability to clean the evil inside us? Can we make ourselves holy and presentable to
God? No we cannot. Christ and only Christ can do that.

That is why the teaching of the Pharisees was condemned by Jesus. Today we have a story of great
faith. Pointedly, it is not the faith of a Jew, but the faith of a Gentile.
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24 From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house
and wanted no one to know iz, but He could not be hidden.

We see here the Lord Jesus' response to the hostility of the Jewish religious leaders. Their rejection
of Him and their continued attacks must have been both frustrating and exhausting. So for the first,
and as far as we know only time in His ministry, Jesus leaves Palestine and heads into Gentile
territory. Mark remember was writing to a largely Gentile audience. So its understandable that he
reflects in his writing that it was God's will that the good news though initially for Jews was also for
Gentiles. So why did Jesus cross the border into another territory? It would be wrong to say that
Jesus was running away. The Lord Jesus was never cowed by those who opposed Him. We too
should not be fearful of those who stand against us. We should, just as Jesus did speak the truth no
matter the consequences. Why then did Jesus leave Palestine?

There may be a number of reasons. Perhaps He just wanted an opportunity to rest away from the
crowds and consider what He would do next. Maybe He desired a time and place to teach the
disciples without constant interruption. Let us consider the place to which Jesus went.

The cities of Tyre and Sidon were located on the Mediterranean coast in what was ancient
Phoenicia. Today this is Lebanon and Syria. Both cities had a long history of antagonism towards
Israel and God's people. The people of Tyre in fact considered the Jews to be their “bitterest
enemies.” Tyre was about a 40 miles journey from Capernaum and was the main seaport of the
Roman province of Syria and Phoenicia known as Syro-Phoenicia. This made it a very prosperous
city boasting numerous pagan temples and twin harbours built on either side of a small island.

Sidon was also an important city but was somewhat overshadowed by the more “glitzy” Tyre 22
miles south. It too was a coastal city boasting two harbours. Sidon was noted for its school of
philosophy under Augustus and Tiberius. Both cities were inhabited by a largely Greek population.

Once the Lord Jesus arrives He enters a house secretly. He doesn't want people to know His
whereabouts. Why exactly He does this is not explained. Most likely as I suggested before He
desires a time of quiet and peace to think and pray away from the demands of the crowds. As we
will shortly see He was not able to stay concealed or hidden for long.

Before moving on I want to highlight here a connection with the passage we examined last week.
As we saw Jesus explained why he did not follow the man made traditions of the Pharisees. They
considered that it was things outside of us that made us unclean or defiled. Jesus pointed out that the
things outside of us were just things. What made us unclean was what came out of us. He illustrates
His point here by doing two things. Firstly He goes into a Gentile area and secondly He enters a
Gentile's house. Both of these acts would under the laws of the Pharisees render Him ceremonially
unclean. What Jesus is in effect teaching His disciples and the Jews of His day is as follow. There is
no difference between Jews and Gentiles. Both are equally unclean and in desperate need of a
saviour. Let us read on.
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25 For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came
and fell at His feet.

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the
demon out of her daughter.

d

We see here evidence of how Jesus' reputation had spread. From His main area of public ministry in
Galilee north into Syro-Phoenica news about Jesus had spread. This was perhaps not as surprising
as we might think. Luke in his gospel tells us the following.

17 And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and
a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and
Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, 18 as well as those who were
tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed. (Luke 6:17-18)
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Today 40 miles is not considered a long distance. But in the ancient world this was quite a way for
news of Jesus to spread. Also we must factor in that Jesus was a Jew. This area was heavily Greek
in its thinking and world-view. Also as I mentioned this region of Tyre and Sidon had a long history
of antipathy towards Israel. Despite all this a young woman seeks out Jesus. Perhaps she had been
part of the crowds who heard and saw Jesus that Luke tells us about. Maybe she is acting on what
others have told her.

Mark describes her as being a Greek. Matthew in his account refers to her as being a Canaanite
(Matt 15:22). Saying that she was a Greek does not mean that she was from the country of Greece.
Rather its is shorthand for saying she was non-Jewish, a Gentile. She was a native of this particular
region, a Syro-Phoenician. She had been Hellenised, as had all these people when Alexander the
Great had conquered this region in the 4™ century BC. She most likely spoke and conversed with
the Lord Jesus in Greek.

She comes to Jesus and falls at His feet. This is an act of humble submission. We saw in both the
healing of Jairus daughter and the woman with the 12 year flow of blood that they fell at the Lord's
feet (Mark 5). The big difference of course between the woman here in Tyre and Jairus and the
woman with the blood flow is their ethnicity. They were both Jews and this woman in Tyre is a
Gentile.

Clearly news had reached her that Jesus had the power to cast out unclean spirits or demons. She
needs His help because her daughter is demon possessed. This shows that the phenomenon of
demon possession was not only confined to the Jews. How the actual possession manifested itself is
not given to us. However she demonstrates great faith in believing that Jesus has the power and
authority to heal her daughter. Let us see how the Lord Jesus responds to her pleas.
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27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”

We have spoken over the past few weeks about the compassion of Jesus. Mark on several occasions
makes a point of telling us how Jesus felt compassion for people. Here though as one commentator
puts it, “Jesus says the most shocking thing attributed to him in the Gospels.” What do you think
when you read this verse? A surface reading suggests that Jesus is referring to this woman as a dog.
What a scandalous and shocking thing to say. Now, we have to note that it was the case that the
Jews commonly referred to Gentiles as “dogs.” Today, the word “bitch” or “son of a bitch” is used
in a similar derogatory way. It was term of harsh contempt for a people they regarded as being
defiled and unholy. A people outside of God's grace and favour. Jews referred to Gentiles as “dogs”
behind their backs. I doubt they said it to their faces.

Here though Jesus is saying these words directly to this woman. Is He genuinely intending to be
offensive?

Is He deliberately insulting this woman? No, let me explain.

The key to understanding what Jesus is saying is bound up in context and language. Without
knowing about these things this verse can very easily be misunderstood. The context here is the
dining table. I hope that you enjoy shared family meal times around the table.

When I was younger we would have a family gathering usually once a week. My grandparents,
aunts and uncles would all come together and we'd share a meal. Now, of course most of those who
sat around the table are gone. But I can picture them in my mind, red cheeked and happy. Its a
cherished and warm memory. As we ate the family dogs either slept under the table, or more likely
prowled around hoping for a morsel of food to fall down. This then is the context.

The next thing to aid in our understanding is bound up in language.

Do we have any dog lovers listening? I grew up in a family that always kept dogs as pets. They can
be great companions and so I understand the attraction they have for many people. A good dog is a
devoted and faithful friend. The Jews of Jesus day however were not great dog lovers. In fact quite
the opposite. They had a very strong dislike for most dogs. I deliberately used the word “most”
there because ancient eastern people made a distinction between two kinds of dog.
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The first kind of dogs are the small, cute and friendly dogs that make good household pets. In Greek
this is the word kunarion (koo-nar'-ee-on). It refers to a little dog or a puppy. At times Jewish
families would have a little dog living in the house. It was something for the children to play with
and perhaps caught rats and mice around the property.

It was the other kinds of dogs that the Jews hated. These big dogs were dirty, ferral, wild and scary.
It was this kind of dog that gave dogs a bad reputation in the ancient world. They roamed the streets
and posed a dangerous nuisance. They scavenged for food in the garbage, dug up corpses and
sometimes attacked people. In Greek these kinds of dogs are referred to as kuon (koo'-ohn). It is this
word that is used throughout the New Testament to refer to unspiritual or unclean people. The kinds
of people who the Rabbis in particular thought had no place at God's table. For example in
Matthew's gospel we read;

6 Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample
them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. (Matthew 7:6)

Now which of these two kinds of dogs do you think Jesus is referring to here? It is the first kind.
This woman is being likened to the friendly household puppy under the table, not the savage dirty
scavenger on the streets. So allow me to paraphrase what the Lord is saying.

“You are the little puppy under the family table. It's not right to give the families food to you before
the family themselves have eaten.”

Of course Jesus is not talking here about physical food. He is talking about spiritual food. He is
referring to His ministry and the message He is bringing to the earth. This message is primarily to
go out to God's chosen people, the Jews. In Matthew's gospel this is the Lord's response to the
woman.

“I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt 15:24)

Jesus was sent by the Father to tell His chosen people about the plan of salvation.

Only later would it be given to Gentiles. We see this of course outlined in the book of Acts. Once
Jesus had departed the Apostles took the gospel to the Gentile world. But at this particular time this
Syro-Phoenician woman was not the proper subject for a blessing. How will the woman respond.
Let's see.
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28 And she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat
from the children’s crumbs.”

Often in life it is only long after the event that we think of the perfect retort. We think of a witty or
biting reply only when the moment has long passed. On this occasion the woman gives the most
wonderful response exactly on cue. It demonstrates tremendous wit and insight. She was not
offended by what Jesus had said. She clearly understood that Jesus was not referring to her as a
“dog.” Her answer also shows great humility. She accepts her place or position. She describes
herself as being the little dog under the table. It was only right and proper that those at the table (the
Jews) get to eat first. The Lord Jesus came to them and it is appropriate that they have first claim on
Him. However even those on a lower level, those not at the table have some rights. They might not
get the food first, they might not get the best food to eat but they have a right to the crumbs or
scraps that are left over. So again let me paraphrase what this woman is saying.

“I accept my place. I have no right to the nice foods on the table. But please can you throw me some
of the scraps.”

Let us see what response this receives from Jesus.
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29 Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of your
daughter.”

The Lord Jesus decides to bless her faith. She showed a humble disposition and great wit. But most
of all she is rewarded for her persistence. She is told to return to her home where she will find her
daughter cured of demon possession. She does not try to persuade Jesus to come home with her.
Rather she accepts what He has said and has faith that what He says is true.

Interestingly this is the only instance of Jesus healing from a distance without a vocal command that
Mark recorded. The healing was instantaneous. The demon left the child the moment the Lord Jesus
said these words. Let us see how this story concludes.
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30 And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her daughter
lying on the bed.
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The story ends with the kind of happy ending we all enjoy. When the woman arrives home she finds
her daughter lying on the bed. Are we to take anything from the fact that she was lying on the bed.
It is only speculation of course but maybe the demon tormented this girl and made it difficult for her
to lie or rest. Perhaps like a fevered child she tossed and turned throughout the night. The mother
therefore knew as soon as she sees her lying in peace that the unclean spirit has departed

We might wonder how Mark knew this to be the case. It's a detail that only an eyewitness would
recall. Perhaps one of the disciples accompanied the woman home and then reported back to the
others. Once again this is only speculation.

We must imagine that this story greatly interested Mark's original readers. They, just like the Syro-
Phoenician woman were Gentiles. How excited they must have been to learn about the Lord Jesus'
care and concern not only for the chosen people but also for them. How exciting it is for us too.

We too are invited to the feast. We might not be Jews but God welcomes us and has a place for us at
the table. Next time Lord willing we will follow Jesus as He again travels through Gentile regions.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make on today's passage of scripture.

1 Jesus cared for the nations and so should we

As far as we know this was the only time that Jesus left the borders of Israel. He spent most of his
time on earth in the Galilee region. But today we saw Him travel north into Phoenicia. There was a
good reason why He purposefully devoted Himself to northern Israel. His primary concern was to
minister to God's chosen people. They were to hear the message first and only then was it to go out
to the nations. Now we are more than 2000 years farther along in the story. The gospel has gone
around the world. Every nation has heard the good news or has it?

In the USA there is an organisation known as the Joshua Project (www.joshuaproject.net/.) Their
mission is to coordinate the work of missionary organizations. They do this in order to track the
ethnic groups of the world with the fewest followers of evangelical Christianity. Here are some of
their most recent findings.

They estimate that there are 17,443 “people groups” in the world. By people group they mean a
group of people that share a common ethnic identity. So within a country or nation there may be
many different ethnic groups. For example in South Korea they identity 23 different people groups.
Of these people groups around the world, 7,425 are “unreached.” In terms of people this means
around 3.37 billion people or 42% of the world's population. Let me put it simply. 42% of the
people now living on earth have not properly heard the gospel. Because unreached groups contain
so few Christians they will struggle to evangelise others in their people group. They need help to do
this.

So there is still much to do. The Lord Jesus cared for the nations. He left us with the mission of
taking the good news and sharing it with all people. Perhaps we cannot for a variety of reasons be
missionaries ourselves. But can we encourage or financially support missionaries or groups who
train and equip those who will go out? Let me leave you with a question. What can you do to help

fulfil the great commission?
$2)7} of= % o] AL ol ylo] o] sl FAL WU £UF Aol A5 T 1 A
o] H% 5

O
SO0 AL 1 el Al A et rel & el 2
H7lok el kA L w2l Holdalel FAaHI el 2 o
F7h AAFUT 19 Fo BAAE shbd e A B2 A7E Aol AS U 1E



Mark 30 - Sermon Notes Page 12

< 1A HAAE 3L YA oF B2 4 o] IRIEd AR Yotk PFUT o)A 8= 1

]0157101]}\1 2000 o] o Hel ¢ AFUTh H5o] 2 Aol HAFUH EE 50|
T2 LS E%GHW}? Uli‘oﬂt Z4ro} Ei?—iE(WWWJoshuaprOJect net/) 2= 20| )
FUS 159 o5+ A 9dA Y ds st AYYTh 152 %8—%4 71 =5 A A}
7V 7 A2 AAY & /\’k ‘?l%‘% 4 0}7] 3l o] = A %qu.‘:} < 159 7V AT
A T dEJYT 252 AlAl 17,443 74| "HI< 15"0] § 27@%“45} T5 1
ol SA AAALE Ffrote AMEEe] 15 JH]KLWE} upebA] gk 37}4
=7 & 1ol s F UdFHH dE 50 mellA= 23709 A2

A AA e oYt FF O F 7425 M A E 5 Y

H ok 339 719 = AA 1Y 42%E o r Yo hde] H
&l Eﬂ%@ Tﬂr. ?ﬂxﬂ 7‘] of 2l = AFHES 2%7F B3-S AlE =4 XASFHH
NAE J5os 75 ule] A g7l Wadd 159 5 I dEAEES 55
slate H AE S AL AdUH 252 o3 S ] HOH Egol ot 1A
of#] & do] WHFULE F dFdS oS AT HY 182 £& S VA 2
= At Al detetes A S ol Al 2R FUTE obut e $-7 & oY 7HA] o] = &
22 AuAZE E ¢ gl AUt 28y Wi AN E S FHsta FHIA 7] A AR
:l*“ﬁiqo}ﬂur Aoz AP = AFU7M A F71AF5UE Adlsk A S

Tt Y8l FAES & AFHIR

2 A humble and persevering character is what gets results

We see a number of notable characteristics in the Syro-Phoenician woman. It is therefore worth
studying and learning from her behaviour. Firstly, and perhaps obviously we see her come to Jesus
with her request. Most likely prior to this she had tried other means to help cure her child. How
often, subconsciously perhaps do we think that we alone can solve some problem or issue in our
lives. Let us learn then to take our problems and burdens to the Lord without delay. Secondly she
had a humble spirit. She held no lofty ideas about who she was. She did not bristle with offence
when Jesus likened her to a little dog. So often pride puffs us up and makes us think we are
something special or important. Let us be humble and know our place. God owes us nothing. But in
His loving grace He gives us everything. Thirdly she boldly asked for what she wanted. Although
culturally it may have been difficult to come and fall before the Lord Jesus she did so. She was not
timed or afraid. We too at times need to be bold in coming before God and seeking His mercy.
Fourthly she had faith. She did not seek additional clarification or assurances from Jesus. She did
not urge Him to follow her back and make sure the exorcism worked.

She simply believed His words and had faith. How often does our faith waiver. Let us put our faith
in our God who always does what He says He will. Fifthly and finally she persevered. Matthew in
his gospel tells us that the disciples tried to shoo the woman away. She was a nuisance. The woman
however persevered. She wanted to speak with Jesus and nothing would stop her. We too must
persevere. There are many things in life that may try and block our way to Christ. May nothing ever
hinder or hamper our journey to our saviour.
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