Mark 22: Sermon Notes Page 1

The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 22: Sermon Notes

Title: “Rejected”

Scripture: Mark 6:1-6

Date preached: January 29th 2023

Scripture: Mark 6:1-6

1 Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed
Him. 2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many
hearing Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what
wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands!
3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon?
And are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.

4 But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among
his own relatives, and in his own house.” 5 Now He could do no mighty work there, except
that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He marveled because of
their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.
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Review
Before we carefully consider today's passage of scripture lets take some time to review what we
looked at last time.

In our last sermon we concluded the dual miracle story. Mark cleverly weaved together the accounts
of the healing of the woman with the flow of blood and Jairus' daughter. Both took place in some
unidentified town on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. The Lord Jesus is approached through
the crowd by one of the rulers of the synagogue. A man named Jairus. His 12 year old daughter is
very sick. He wanted Jesus to come and lay His hands upon her. Jairus had faith that Jesus
possessed the power to restore his daughter to full health. But there were some limits to his faith. He
held the commonly held superstition that the healer had to be physically present in order to heal. We
know that this was not necessary with the Lord Jesus.

Given the girls precarious condition Jairus considered it vital that Jesus came quickly. No time
should be wasted. This was not how things worked out.

On the way to Jairus' house Jesus is delayed by his healing of, and subsequent interaction with the
woman with the 12 year flow of blood. Whilst He is conversing with her, household staff members
arrive to tell Jairus that it is too late. His daughter has died and there is no longer any need for Jesus
to come. Jesus overhears these words and tells Jairus not to be afraid and only to believe. Or
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perhaps more accurately to keep on believing. Taking only Peter, James and John, Jesus makes His
way to Jairus' house. When they arrive the professional mourners are already there. These people
were paid to wail, moan, cry and sing upon the occasion of a death. The Lord Jesus tells them to
leave. Their services are not required because the girl is not dead she is merely sleeping. Of course
Jesus knew that technically the child had died, but what He means is that for her death will be like
sleep. Something you awake from. The mourners laugh and ridicule Jesus for making such a silly
assertion and so Jesus sends them out. Then taking His chosen disciples and the girls parents they
go into her room.

Upon entering Jesus picks up the girls hand and says to her, “little girl, wake up.” Mark is very clear
on what happens next. This healing was instant. No sooner had Jesus spoke than the girl stood up
and began to walk around. It really was just as if she had awoken from a restful sleep. All those
watching were understandably amazed. The Lord Jesus commanded them to keep what had
happened quiet. He didn't want His ministry to be affected by people constantly seeking him out.
This was where we finished last time.

Today we begin chapter 6. The chapter begins with Jesus being rejected by His own countrymen.
The motif or unbelief recurs as we will discover several times in this section of the gospel. Before
we look at today's passage let us pray.
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1 Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed Him.

Most bible scholars assume that Jairus was the ruler of the synagogue in one of the small towns that
lined the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. After healing the woman with the flow of blood and
Jairus daughter Jesus leaves this town. Accompanied by His disciples Jesus travels up into the hilly
areas west of the sea. These familiar trails and paths eventually bring Him back to His home-town
of Nazareth. This was where He spent His boyhood, and in fact most of His life until beginning the
period of His ministry. It's true that He made Capernaum His base in Galilee but Nazareth would
always be the place He was associated with.

What do you think about your home-town? Our feelings are sometimes mixed. We often have
complicated feelings for the place in which we grew up. Maybe we do not have very fond
memories. School or family life was not good. Perhaps, as in my case your home-town was really
boring with nothing much going on. As a result you may have been happy to leave to start again in a
new and more interesting place. Others feel a great sense of pride or warm nostalgia when they
think of their home-town. They associate it with positive memories and happy times.

We don't know how Jesus felt about Nazareth. Probably He had fond memories of growing up there,
But as we will see His visits as an adult were not positive. The gospels specifically mention Jesus
visiting His home-town on only two occasions. The first visit is recorded in Luke's gospel (chapter
4). This first visit was at the moment that Jesus was announcing His arrival on the world stage and
just beginning His public ministry. What we are looking at here in Mark is the Lord's second visit.
On both occasions, here in Mark and in Luke He is met by scepticism and ultimately rejection.

We will talk about this more later.
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Let me say a few words here about the town of Nazareth. Today if you visit Nazareth you will find
a bustling modern Arab Israeli city with a population of around 80,000 people. It is the largest city
in the northern district of Israel. But the city you see today does not reflect how it was in antiquity.
You see, although the town has a very ancient history for most of its life it was a small and
insignificant place. It only really began to flourish and grow from the 1850s onward.

So, when you picture the Nazareth of the first century imagine a small hill side village. A town full
of conservative Jewish families. People who were occupied by farming, growing crops such as
olives and tending their animals. It's often difficult to determine how big ancient settlements were.
But in the case of Nazareth we have a very good idea of its size. This is because of the tombs. The
dead had to be buried at the outskirts of a town for obvious reasons. So, when we discover tombs on
four sides of a settlement site we can make quite accurate estimates. Archaeological excavations
have shown that the ancient town of Nazareth occupied an area of no more than 600 meters by 198
meters.

This means that in terms of population perhaps 200 to 400 people lived in the town. Many of them
would have been related, extended families or tribal clans, and certainly everyone knew everyone
else. They would have been very familiar with Jesus and His family. Let us read on.
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2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing
Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this
which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands!

When the Sabbath comes around Jesus and His disciples visit the local synagogue. This would have
been a very well known and familiar place for the Lord. Not only would He have known the place
well, but as a local they would all have known Him. As I have said before it was common to invite
visiting rabbi's (teachers) to speak or to teach from the scriptures. The modern day parallel would be
when we invite guest speakers or pastors to come and speak or preach. This very thing happened
when Jesus last visited Nazareth. On that occasion given to us in Luke's gospel (chapter 4) Jesus is
handed the book of Isaiah, and He reads to them from it.

What is the response to the teaching of the Lord Jesus? Mark tells us that all who heard His words
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were “astonished.” This is the Greek word ekplésso (pronounced ek-place'-so). It is used to
describe a sense of being "struck with amazement" or "to be astounded" or "astonished."

But here is what is really striking. They readily admitted that He had unmatched wisdom, insight
and understanding. They had heard about His miracles and did not doubt they had really occurred.
But what was their conclusion? They are most concerned by the question of “how” Jesus was able
to do these things. They wanted to know where the power and authority He had came from.

There are only two possible sources for authority and power. One is a human source. People have
power because they are in a position of authority. A king or a ruler of some kind. This clearly didn't
apply to Jesus. He had humble beginnings and from a human viewpoint had not been raised up or
given a position of worldly authority. The only other way a person can have power or authority is if
it is bestowed upon them through a supernatural source. Or more simply, that it is God who is
giving them power or authority.

Now these are legitimate questions to ask. But, and here is the problem.
Their questions should have been the start of the investigation and not the end.

Asking these questions should have led on to the more pressing questions of “why” He was doing
these things and “what” they meant.

Now I suppose from a human perspective we can understand their thinking. They had seen Jesus
growing up. They knew His background and His family members. Perhaps they had even interacted
or engaged with Him. We should remember that as a person of sinless perfection Jesus must have
come across as a special and unique individual. This was no ordinary child or young man. So from
the people's perspective Jesus left their town as a carpenter. Now here He is as a rabbi complete
with a large following, speaking with great wisdom and able to perform amazing signs and
wonders. It is logical therefore for the people of Nazareth to ask what exactly is going on here. Let
us continue.
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3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon?
And are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.

HNIO—\léF

This verse very neatly captures the bewilderment of the people of Nazareth. Nothing seems to make
sense to them. They knew Jesus as the town carpenter. As I have pointed out before the term used
here for carpenter is the Greek word tekton. It meant far more than just working with wood. It
might, depending on the context mean a builder, sculptor, shipbuilder, mason or a general
craftsman. In most cases it implied a person of considerable skill. In the ancient world, just as today
we rely on people who are good with their hands. Here though it is being used in a derogatory way.
Basically they are suggesting that Jesus is nothing other than a common working man. He is not
someone with special theological training, he had not been trained by another prominent rabbi.
Therefore He was no one they should really take seriously.

You should also note carefully what they next ask. Isn't Jesus the son of Mary? Back when Jesus
last visited Nazareth the people asked a similar question. See if you can spot the difference.

So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His
mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4:22)

Did you notice the difference? On this second visit there is no mention of Joseph. There are two
possible reasons for this. The first is that Joseph has died. This seems very likely as he is never
mentioned in the gospels during Jesus adult life. However it was common practice to use the fathers
name whether he was alive or dead. Certainly these people knew the name of Joseph even if he had
died at this point in history.

So, the second reason that Joseph is not mentioned is because they are insulting Jesus. They are
calling into question the legitimacy of Jesus birth. In a small town rumours would have spread
quickly regarding Mary and the fact that she was clearly pregnant before marrying Joseph. So in
challenging Jesus's origins they are calling into question whether He is someone worth listening to.

The same can also be said for their deliberate naming of His half brothers. They were well known to
all the locals but there was nothing special about them. Why did they not have the same power and
wisdom as Jesus?

As an aside here it is worth noting how this verse has been interpreted over the centuries. For
Roman Catholics and the Greek Orthodox church this mention of Jesus' brothers and sister is a
problem. The problem arises from their misguided understanding of Mary as being the perpetual
virgin. They teach that even after marrying Joseph the couple never had sexual relations, and that
these sons and daughters are from Joseph's “former marriage.” For protestants, it is not a problem.
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After the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived a full and normal married life and went on to have a
number of children. These were Jesus's half brothers and sisters. Isn't that the plain and obvious way
to read and understand what Mark records here?

But what's really going on here. Why are the people of Nazareth talking about Jesus' brothers and
sisters. In effect, they are saying, we know this man and His family. We know His history and all He
has done. Who is He to come here and expect us to listen to and follow Him.

For all these reasons they are offended by Jesus. The word used here for “offended” is the Greek
word skandalizo. As you can probably guess it is the origin of our modern word "scandalized.” It
means to “cause to stumble,” or to “impede the way.” In this case I think we can best describe it by
saying they were “put off” or even “repelled” by Jesus. Let us see how the Lord Jesus responds.
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4 But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among
his own relatives, and in his own house.”

Jesus responds to their rejection by either quoting, or else making up a proverbial saying. We might
summarise what he is saying by the common maxim, “familiarity breeds contempt.” I bet you didn't
know that this often used expression goes all the way back to Publius the Syrian, who lived in 2 BC.
Basically it means that when you have a lot of knowledge, or in this case when you THINK you
know a lot about a person or a subject you tend to lose respect for that person or subject.

Jesus came to them as a prophet. He brought a message that would transform their lives, but they
would not listen. They could not really see Him because when they looked at Him all they saw was
someone just like themselves. They looked but could not see. I like the way Kenneth Wuest
describes what is going on here, he writes; “They could not explain Him, so they rejected Him.”
Let us read on.
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5 Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people
and healed them.

Mark here describes the outcome of their rejection of the Lord Jesus. He tells us that Jesus' work
was “severely limited” in this climate of unbelief. He was able to perform a few healings but
nothing like the number that He had done in other places in Galilee. We are not to understand this as
meaning that the people's lack of belief or faith prevented Jesus from performing signs. Jesus did
not in some way lack the power to perform miracles in Nazareth. God is never bound or constrained
by human beings.

So why couldn't Jesus perform many mighty signs in Nazareth. To understand why, we have to
appreciate why Jesus performed signs and wonders. God of course was demonstrating His love and
mercy through them but this was not the main reason. God empowered Jesus with the ability to
perform signs and wonders for one primary reason. It is that through them people would know that
He was the Christ and Son of God prophesied by the OT Prophets. The miracles served as his
certification, they were proof of His divine authenticity. In other towns and cities people believed in
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Jesus. They repented and placed their faith in Him and as a result God did wonderful things in their
lives.

But this was not the case for Nazareth. They had contempt for Jesus because they thought they
knew Him. They knew His parents, His brothers and sisters, His occupation. They thought they
knew His whole story. This familiarity resulted in contempt, pride and unbelief. So instead of
coming to Him with an open or inquisitive mind they refused to believe in Him.

In practical terms they did not come to Jesus as they did in other towns and cities asking for Him to
heal the sick. After all why would you go to someone you did not believe in, or openly despised.

So the reason Jesus could not do miracles was not down to Jesus but rather down to the lack of faith
in the people of Nazareth. Let us move on to our final verse for today.
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6 And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit,
teaching.

What things in this world amaze you? What do you marvel at? A beautiful scene in nature, an
astonishing work of art, an impressive piece of architecture or the delights of a musical
composition. These may be things that at times amaze us.

None of the gospel writer ever mention Jesus being amazed by any of these things.

In fact, Jesus is only recorded as being amazed by one thing; faith. He marvelled when it was
present where it might not be expected. And here He marvels that is not to be found where it ought
to be present.

Why might faith have been expected to be present here in Nazareth? There are several reasons. The
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first is that Jesus was known to them. As I said before Jesus was a perfect person. He never
committed a sin. So He must have stood out as being someone special or unique. As a teacher I
interact with many students each academic year. To be honest most students are not that very
memorable. They don't particularly stand out and over time they become just a blur in my memory.
But every once in a while you do meet a truly exceptional student. For whatever reason they capture
your attention and you remember them. Surely Jesus was in this later group. Anyone living in
Nazareth would have remembered Him as being not like the other boys or young men.

Secondly, even though Nazareth was a bit off the beaten track still news would have reached it
about what Jesus was doing. People would have travelled up from Galilee or Capernaum and
reported on Jesus' miracles.

Thirdly they had direct evidence from hearing Jesus speak. They marvelled at what He said and
noted that He possessed power and authority. They of all people knew Jesus' background and
education. They of all people should have been curious about how their former carpenter was now
changing the world.

The bible does not state how Jesus felt emotionally by the response of His home-town.

We might imagine that He was saddened by their rejection. How He might liked to have helped His
sick or elderly neighbours if only they had faith. Sadly the people in Nazareth represent the spiritual
blindness of most of Israel both then and now. The Lord Jesus however was not put off from His
mission. Despite the rejection He received in Nazareth He continued on to teach, preach and heal in
the other towns in that region.

Next time Lord willing we will look at Jesus sending out the disciples to share the gospel.
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Things to think about

I have two comments to make on today's passage.
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1 Coming to the right conclusion about Jesus
The Lord Jesus Christ will always be a controversial figure. This is because He is exclusive.

He is the one and only saviour. We are all sinners, and He alone is the saviour. People in general
don't like that. They don't like the notion of being labelled as a wretched sinner. And they
particularly don't like the fact that they cannot do anything about their miserable condition
themselves. So as a result people try to minimise the value or importance of Jesus.

I'm sure you've heard people saying things like Jesus was just a great moral teacher. Or Jesus was
just a really good man who tried to help the poor and down-trodden. What they don't want to admit
is that He is God, and that He alone can save us.

What do you imagine the people in Nazareth said about Jesus. Well, we know what some of them
said. That Jesus was the local carpenter. That He was the son of Mary. That He was the brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon. Perhaps they also said that He had always been a good neighbor.
Kindly, respectful and considerate. Maybe they noted that He had always been a good worker and
could be relied upon to do a good job. What they didn't do however was come to the right
conclusion about Jesus. They never managed to put all the pieces together and realise who He really
was. What an opportunity they missed. How many of them were sadly lost for all eternity because
they rejected Jesus. The decision we make about Jesus Christ has eternal implications. So whenever
we can let us help, encourage and guide those around us to come to the right conclusion about
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2 Don't be put off by rejection

It's very easy in life to become discouraged by a lack of success. I recently heard a report about
young people in the UK. In the UK, as in many other places it is very expensive to buy your own
house. It requires that you save up for many years and make many sacrifices. Sadly many
youngsters in the UK cannot imagine a future with them ever being able to afford their own
property. As a result many are simply giving up on that dream.

When the Lord Jesus arrived in Nazareth He might have anticipated a better welcome. He would
have hoped that the people came with an open mind to hear what He had to say. Sadly this was not
the case. Their hearts and minds were closed and ultimately they rejected Him. Some might have
taken this rejection, especially in their home-town to heart and given up. Not the Lord Jesus. There
were other people who would hear and be receptive to His message.

The same thing applies to our own evangelism. Many, including our own family members

may reject or ridicule us. They may say just as they did to Jesus. We know you, we know your
history. Why should we listen to you now. But let us not be discouraged or put off. Let us share the
gospel message with others. Let us hope and pray that God in His mercy may use our words to draw
an unbeliever to Him. Just as in the case of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ may we never be put
off by rejection.
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