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The Gospel of Mark

Sermon 21

Title: “A life restored and a woman healed - part 2”
Scripture: Mark 5:35-43

Date preached: January 22" 2023

Scripture: Mark 5:35-43

35 While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house who said,
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue,
“Do not be afraid; only believe.” 37 And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter,
James, and John the brother of James. 38 Then He came to the house of the ruler of the
synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly. 39 When He came in,
He said to them, “Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.”

40 And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the
mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying.

41 Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, cumi,” which is translated,
“Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve
years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement. 43 But He commanded them
strictly that no one should know it, and said that something should be given her to eat.

35 dl=d o] ofF] &St A4 o 33 FoA 2 AFE] “mdo] FAFUS o
A ARGS9 I3 AU 39 36 d S ES A I 2 S0 T 3 FA o
A “FH9Y g3 A7|g st} 4T 37 dFE2 =29 o R o} 119 FA 83 9
 oFFE Wt R XA SR 38 1EH 7 3 FFY FJoE . FAAATE 7HE
d AlEEo] €0 A B8 AL AT 39 d5HL ¢ho2 SojJ} “ojAA 2P~
A S22 2 otole & Aol ohF Az Yob shn BEST 40 1Y a5L
g5 v 2 dFEES AIRES b YR F 2V B2e g 7 AAREF §
A 24971 Y 9ol o718t 41 dl5FE2 219 &2 Fa “2EgE!” R e 9
T “AU ok U7} Yol A &t} dojueh” & ot 42 a8 4F A d I AyE
Z dojy Zolgith o] A XA & AFES UF &8 FAo] U= AT 43 o5

2 o] A& ol FINARE &R KA dE3] FYAFA F LYo A HE RS FE
IR th A4l gist o E

Review
Before we carefully consider today's passage of scripture lets take some time to review.

Mark picks up the story as Jesus returns from His brief, but eventful trip to the region of the
Gadarenes. That region is located on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. So Jesus has now
returned to the largely Jewish western side of the sea. As always His appearance is accompanied by
large crowds. Wherever our Lord goes He is mobbed by people wanting something from Him or
just clamouring to be close or touch him. Mark as I said last time skilfully weaves together the
stories of two people in this crowd who want something from Jesus. Both of them are desperate
after having tried every human means to solve their problems. Both of them also have faith that
Jesus can help them.
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The first person we meet is Jairus. He is described as being one of the rulers of the synagogue. This
means that he was an important man in the community and would have been looked up to, and
respected. He approached the Lord Jesus and falls at His feet. He seeks the Lords help for his young
daughter. She is very sick, literally taking her last breaths. Jairus is confident that Jesus has the
power to heal his child. However his faith is somewhat measured by his superstitious belief that
Jesus needs to physically lay His hands on her. We perhaps should not judge him too harshly for
this. This was a commonly held belief at that time. The Jews believed that God worked through the
touch of the one empowered to heal. The idea that a healing could take place from some distance
was alien to them. The Lord Jesus of course was not bound by this system of healing. At times He
did heal through touch, but as God He was able to heal in any way He chose. So Jesus could have
just healed Jairus daughter from a distance. However on this occasion He agrees to go to Jairus'
house.
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As they are making their way accompanied by a large thronging mass of people we meet the second
person seeking the Lord. It is a woman and sadly her name is not recorded for us. Her pitiable
situation is difficult for us to truly comprehend today. Thankfully we live in a country with excellent
medical facilities. Doctors and medical practitioners are usually able to provide help to us when we
are sick. In her case the doctors she had consulted had not been able to help. She had spent all of her
savings and not only had she not recovered she was actually in a worse condition. It is impossible
for us to diagnose her exact medical ailment although many believe she was suffering from chronic
menstrual bleeding. We know that she had suffered with a continual flow of blood that had lasted
for 12 years. As I said last time under Jewish law this made her ritually unclean. She was not
permitted to participate in worship or in the general life of the community. Whatever or whoever
she touched also became unclean. So this was a woman you would not want to be around. This



Mark 21: Sermon Notes Page 3

almost certainly extended to her husband. Having a family and raising up sons was vitally important
in the ancient world. This woman's condition meant she was unable to do this. It is highly likely
then that her husband had divorced her. We used to play a game at school called “lurgee.” It was
basically a game of catch or tag. The term “lurgee” represented some horrible contagious disease.
The person designated to possess the “lurgee” would try to catch someone else and transfer this vile
disease on to them. This woman had possessed the “lurgee” for 12 years and had no way of passing
it off. She would have been alone and living a very lonely life. She came to the Lord Jesus as her
last hope.

Many people today live lonely and isolated lives. Sometimes it is by choice but more often it is
because of life circumstances. Their husband or wife may have died. Their children or other family
members may have moved away. They may just struggle to make friends or acquaintances. Perhaps
you have neighbours like this. Why not extend to them the hand of Christian friendship. Why not
through your act of kindness demonstrate to them the love of our Lord and savoir Jesus Christ.

So this woman had heard all about Jesus. The news of His amazing healing powers had spread far
and wide.

She firmly believed that He was a man with great healing power. It was so great that just touching
His clothing would be enough to heal her. She makes her way through the crowd and when she is
close enough reaches out to touch the Lord's clothing. What happens next is dramatic. She feels the
flow of blood dry up, instantly she is healed and made whole. The Lord Jesus senses that something
has happened. Many people are bumping and jostling Him but He knows that He has been touched
in a special way. This is because He senses that some power has gone out of Him. He looks around
to see who it is that has touched Him. The disciples who do not know that a woman has been healed
think Jesus had lost His mind. Of course people have touched him they're in a large crowd.
Eventually the woman realises that she has been caught. Trembling and fearful she comes and falls
at Jesus feet.

She may have thought that Jesus was going to rebuke her. As someone who was ritually unclean she
should not have been touching people. This however was not the Lord's intent. He wanted to
reassure her that she truly was fully healed and also that it was her faith in Him that had made the
healing possible. Whilst all this was going on Jairus was standing nearby. It is not stated in scripture
but probably he felt frustrated or annoyed by this delay. It is his story we will pick up after we have
prayed.

a0l Rt B2 AMdEd I A kL A= Uﬂ Gl FEe 2e A A
& WaY T 222 A olar 2k a9 o] 52 FElE s VIEEA Ut 1
Hol B3 43S osd f27t 118 o' o] 5 OP7] NHEUL ZASHAE $-d= &
T3 o8 M-S ZEE el Ao syt oAbt 7H°*4t At o2 27} ob&
W EEE E 5 dedn aU e A U BEE AtES s = s UY
U= A 25 5 A 3 5ekA] s Bt OME}*‘Zﬂ O] v el 9h9l
U B2 AbgEe] 2WrE R 94 89S ¥ dvkar AAekA 1 o] A gt
oty AHS A= AL 27Fs gy 8= 1L17P 12 d e AEEHE @752
2 etk As Al sy Wk Ad el o S OHM] A RIS ol o] Al
JUE g H e B4 vbEAEUT 2= oy e A o] At gl Fofst
= Aol FEHA hFUTh 2 7F v Aoy St EA] B %‘—ﬂo}ﬂ AFUH L
A o] A2 Fale] el 1Al QA &2 AASlE Ut o] A2 A9 gl s w el A7t
A FAEAFHUS 7SS ol FaL obes ek AL At Al g Tadh Lo



Mark 21: Sermon Notes Page 4

gtk o] o] FHlE st o]0 @ 5 glrke AL o dyth Ttk

o) o] 11yt ol Eal e s Ao BT et Lol A “lurgeeBHe AL ok
Ut 712 oz 7] s w2 Aol AU "lurgee"gh = §o)E BH S A
= YEFA YT "lurgee"E Aot S XA H ALHS U2 AL 2750} o] /\]_o 5 Ao
asolAl w71E A & AYY . o] 9L 123 <t "Lurgee" ] /\}i;‘“ﬂ AL A=
£d H‘mo] sy U= AL w2 e ASke Ay T 2= Y

opA e o]l 5 01]—r Al otk Uth 59 B2 AtdEel ofFa adE A=
A sy gl o7t Ae-m AIRE 4Fel 73wl A9 o eyt HE ol

U obli7F AP RS o U AU Y BE TESo] oJAE Ate o dedY s ¢
A AT ARJE A= H olEwS A AU ol o] o] & sy 2
oA 2l ae]] Ao £ WEA AFUN AT Fes S8 25l A -
THY AR g A A S YERRA] SAFU 7R 1A o] 12 dlad el
3k s Ae SAFU 2] ek A4 T Eol g o] ¥y »ﬁiﬁqﬁ‘r -

U 27F 2 AES 7 Abgrolgtar 24 Eolssy k. 210 XAk &5 e ARt

ork JYs= AqE AR AddeHY 29 s i T S8 §A UrOVP sz 77t
HAE E5 W] o & YT thgoll dojubs A2 FA4 4
§.E’01 H}Et A 27 SA] AL 2 YT 5 o

< gAY B2 AbghEe] a2 wig)al A AL AN 1
oz b GE A da AR o] AL 220 AIAM o sHo] Uzt A
Yo 22 IS W AEe] rr A = EAYE ARV e =
UA| Foh= A AE S dgd o] AAlol yakthaL 3 ey =& At e 28 Hld
e 2 FE dsuth A oAb ARle] A3lvs Ae et av e ¥

A ogd T kol ok =YY Y= 04]*”01 I E e AolEkar A3
= AUy 4*”“ o2 FAZ AbF o2 O = AbE S RHAA] Eokolok Gyt
Ty o)A e Q) oby e Y th e U Ao R s e vk
A5 7Fs 0}71] A el di 2] Hede HATIVIE dekEd T o
‘j% do] A== &k ofo] 27k LA o A 9291@145}. AL 7370l A E o A

g A RE ofrt= T1i= o] 23 A Aol tie] A AU TS =S AdYT 27 7=
Sl folEA 2 19 o]opr] Ayt

j&

=
NG

L

35 While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house who said,
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

Jairus had implored or begged Jesus to come quickly. The situation with his daughter was critical.
She was very literally taking her final breath. Therefore he must have been frustrated that Jesus was
held up by the woman with the flow of blood. No doubt he wanted to pull Jesus's sleeve and hurry
Him along. We can only imagine then how he felt when some of his household staff arrived to
deliver the worst possible news. His daughter had been at death door but now she had passed
through it. It was all too late. There was now no need to trouble Jesus (the teacher) any longer. He
might have been able to help but not now. In normal circumstances this would be true. As the saying
goes whilst there is life there is hope, but when life has gone so too goes hope. When someone is
critically ill we urge the doctor to hurry. Once they have died we no longer need the services of a
doctor. But not of course things were very different in this situation. Let's read on.
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36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue,
“Do not be afraid; only believe.”

Jesus hears the message that is delivered to Jairus. It is the moment for the great teacher to impart
some inspiring words. He tells Jairus to do two things. The first is that he is not to be afraid or have
fear. His great fear is understandable. It is that his precious and beloved daughter is now lost to him.
That he will never again see her smile or enjoy her company. I hope you value and appreciate the
company of your children. When our children are young we often find them a nuisance. They have
too much energy and exhaust us. But really how fleeting those times are. Soon they grow up and the
relationship changes. But it still remains precious and worth cultivating. I encourage you therefore
to make the time to enjoy the company of your children.

The Lord Jesus knows that Jairus' fear is unfounded. So the second thing he tells Jairus to do is
believe. Jairus already showed faith in coming to Jesus. He believed that Jesus had the power to
help his daughter.

So when Jesus tells him to “only believe” He is telling him to continue believing. To not give up
hope. What an important reminder that is to us today. When we look at the darkness of the world
around us we sometimes experience a crisis of faith. Our belief wavers and we begin to think that
the darkness is gaining the upper hand. This is just temporary. God is ultimately sovereign. So when
we such feelings we should remember the words of our lord and Saviour. Do not be afraid; only
believe. Let us continue.
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37 And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John the brother of
James.

Jesus here permits only those members of his inner circle of disciples to come along with him. [ am
speaking of Peter, James and John. It was these three men that formed the closest connection with
our Lord and savior. These three men would also be with Jesus at the Transfiguration (9:2) and also
be closest to him at Gethsemane (14:33).

Given the bibles silence we are left to speculate as to why only these three were allowed to witness
this particular miracle. Perhaps Jesus wanted to try and minimise or control the publicity He would
get. The people already clamoured for His attention. How much greater would it become if they
knew He could raise the dead. Perhaps it was for a more practical reason. He did not want to bring a
crowd of strange men into the girls room which may overwhelm or frighten her. Or possibly it was
something to do with the character or nature Peter, James and John. Maybe they were more
perceptive or more responsive to Jesus teaching.

We should remember that these three men would later have important leadership roles they would
later occupy in the early church. So probably Jesus special attention is aimed at preparing them for
their future work. Leaving the other behind it is this group that goes to Jairus' house.
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38 Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who
wept and wailed loudly. 39 When He came in, He said to them, “Why make this commotion
and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.”
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When Jesus arrives at the house He is greeted by loud moaning and wailing. When a child dies it is
a most tragic and terrible event. We therefore would expect her family to be greatly distressed. But
Mark here is referring to professional mourners. This is one of the things we read about in the
scriptures that particularly strikes us today as being strange. We think of death as being a private
family affair. In the west at least we don't like to share our grief with strangers.

Imagine if it was your job to be a professional mourner. To have to go to someone's house and
pretend to be incredibly sad and emotional. But whatever we may think of this practice it was the
Jewish custom of the first century. Paid mourners would be summoned whenever there was a death.
Their purpose was to add to the atmosphere of grief and pain. In order to achieve this they would
weep, wail, sing, play flutes, and clap their hands. That they were there at the house already when
Jesus arrived indicates just how sick this little girl had been. There had been the expectation that
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soon she would die.

When the Lord Jesus arrives He puts and end to all this noise. His question to the mourners is a
simple one. Why are you making a noise fit for the dead when this girl is only sleeping? The Lord
Jesus is using “sleep” here in the figurative sense. What He is telling them is that though she was
dead to her death would be just like sleep. Something you could be awoken from. Let us see how
these mourners respond.
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40 And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the
mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying.
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The response of the mourners is to laugh at, or ridicule the Lord Jesus. They were professional
mourners if anyone knew what a dead person looked like it was them. They clearly thought that
Jesus had no idea what He was talking about. The Lord responded by telling them to go outside.
These people would not be privy to what Jesus would do. This miracle would be performed before a
select few. The girls parents, Peter, James and John. This group enters the place where the girls
body lay. We are about to witness a miracle. Let us read on.
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41 Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, cumi,” which is translated,

“Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve
years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement.

Jesus took the child by the hand. This was not strictly necessary but Jesus probably did it so that the
onlookers associated the healing with Him. You might remember some Old Testament prophets
bringing dead children back to life. Both Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-23) and Elisha (2 Kings 4:18-37)
had raised children to life. However if you read their accounts you will note that they had to expend
a considerable amount of time and effort to do so. For the Lord Jesus it was sufficient for Him to
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speak to her. Mark here preserves the actual Aramaic words Jesus used. This was most likely the
everyday language that Jesus and His disciples used. They would also have been familiar with, and
probably spoke Greek and Hebrew. Remember that Mark was writing for a Gentile, audience
probably in Rome. He therefore gives them a translation. Jesus words are, “Little girl, I say to you,
arise.” We should not miss the significance of these words. I said before that the Lord Jesus
described this girls condition as being asleep. What the Lord says to her here are the kinds of words
a mother or father would say to arouse a sleeping child. Something along the lines of “Honey;, it's
time to wake up.” So what Jesus is really showing us through this act is if His loving hand is upon
us we have nothing to fear not even death.

The response from the girl is immediate, She not only returns from the dead but her strength is fully
restored. She is able to walk. It is not clear why Mark tells us the girls' age. Twelve in my mind is
not a “little girl” and this was especially true in antiquity. Life spans in general were much shorter
than today. In fact 75% of the population did not reach the age of 30.

We might also note that girls were able to marry in Jesus day as soon as they began to menstruate.
So this little girl could have been married a year or two after being raised from the dead.

I think Mark includes her age being 12 because he wants to draw our attention to it occurring in
both miracle accounts. The woman had bled for 12 years and this girl was 12 years old.

The girls parents are overcome with amazement. Their beautiful daughter was restored to them.
What a truly wonderful moment it must have been. Let us conclude our study today by looking at
verse 43.
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43 But He commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that something
should be given her to eat.

The account concludes with the Lord Jesus issuing two commands to the parents. The first is that
what has just happened is not to be widely broadcast. They are to keep this miracle quiet. We have
seen this before in Mark's gospel. Some of the people the Lord has healed are told to go away and
keep the miracle a secret. In this case it is highly unlikely that it would remain a secret for long.
Soon everyone would know what had happened to Jairus' daughter. Despite this Jesus wanted to at
least try to limit the spread of this miracle. This is probably because He wants the freedom to
continue His ministry.

The second thing the Lord tells the parents is that they are to feed the child. This may be to confirm
to them that she is fully restored. She is not a ghost or a vision but a real flesh and blood child that
needs food. However it may also serve to remind the parents that though a miracle as occurred they
are from now on to love and care for her as before. Whatever had brought on this illness may
reoccur. They are to provide for her needs to prevent this from happening. Remember God has
blessed us with common sense and He expects us to use it.
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Things to think about

I have two comments to make on today's passage.
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1 There is no need to fear

The two miracles we have just finished examining remind us of an important truth. The truth is that
Jesus has complete power over disease and death. As we get older those are two things that begin to
concern us more frequently. When we are young, fit and healthy we rarely think about ageing and
the aches and pains associated with getting older. We also rarely think about death. It's something
that lies a long way away. But as we watch the years flash by we begin to worry much more about
disease and death. Its understandable that we do. Disease and sickness mean we cannot necessarily
live the lives we want. We may have to rely on the help or assistance of others. So I think we should
read this section of Mark's gospel and take comfort. During His earthly ministry Jesus met and
helped all kinds of people. From the children of rich and powerful men to women who were
ostracised and shunned. That means He is equally able to help you and me. His love and concern for
us does not depend on our social status or wealth. This does not mean that God will always come to
our rescue. Or that He will heal every affliction or illness we have. But what it does mean is
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something very important. What it means is that He holds ultimate authority over all things;
including disease and death. For this reason we need not fear.
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2 Your need will never be an interruption to Jesus

We cannot read Mark's gospel without getting a sense of Jesus extreme busyness. The Lord Jesus
knew that His time on earth was going to be short. There was much to do and so every day was
taken up with work. When we are busy and working most of us do not like to be interrupted.
Imagine that your boss at work has given you a task to complete. The very last thing you want is for
someone to come along and ask you to stop what you are doing. So we might think that Jesus was
equally annoyed when His world changing mission was interrupted by people like the woman with
the blood flow or Jairus. When compared to establishing the church and saving mankind the needs
of these normal people are surely insignificant. If we think this then we are completely wrong. The
Lord Jesus never viewed these simple people as annoying diversions. He was pleased that they had
faith in Him, and that they came to Him in their time of need. The same applies to us today. We
should not think that our small worries or issues are unimportant to God. We should not think that
He will be uninterested or that we are diverting Him away from more pressing matters. No, God
wants us to take all our needs to Him. Doing so show Him that our faith rests in Him completely.
That we recognise that without Him we are essentially weak and powerless.

So let me leave you today by reminding you how much God loves you. He wants you to take your
burdens and place them upon Him. He will never scold or rebuke you for doing so. Instead He will
love and pour out His grace and mercy upon you.
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