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Scripture: Judges 12:7-15

7 And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried
among the cities of Gilead. 8 After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 9 He had thirty
sons. And he gave away thirty daughters in marriage, and brought in thirty daughters from
elsewhere for his sons. He judged Israel seven years. 10 Then Ibzan died and was buried at
Bethlehem. 11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel. He judged Israel ten years.

12 And Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at Aijalon in the country of Zebulun.

13 After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. 14 He had forty sons and
thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy young donkeys. He judged Israel eight years. 15 Then
Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried in Pirathon in the land of
Ephraim, in the mountains of the Amalekites.

7 erk= 6 1 S2HopARRIR| ApP || LR P 0] Z=0lo| oo BAERKE

8 LIS A= HISSR Mt 2RIORE} 9 J0IPil= OfF 30 Bt E 30 Ho| 8Kt = ES& ZP| Tt
A2io] ofil T2 ERI0| 'HXIS0i/| AFE=HM & XP| OISEE Fhlivt= CHE ERIIM X1 30 BE CliRfREE
Vt7 A SRHOARRIR| AR HE] CEARIEPE 10 0] WS SAEREL 11-12 I CIS0fi= 288 Al
B W0 10 1 SO RIC| AWP L] CEAREP | 50| 28E 50l U= ORE0] SR L

13 A CIg A= HEEE AR 2RiR| OFF L=0REL 14 J0IMI= 40 B2 OfSat30 He| £AP | 2Riem
£270 0R°] L& El CiEE =8 1A S0 OAERIS| AWPHE] TR L5 50{ O Afzlo] 4
LHXEpi A= ollErie] & HiE =0l BA=RE

Review

Last time we began our examination of the eighth judge Jephthah. As I said last time he is
considered a major judge and his story is given to us in some detail. In our last study we looked at
three aspects of his life; his background, his calling to be a judge and his attempted negotiation with
the Ammonites. Jephthah became a judge at a particularly idolatrous time in Israel's history.

The 45 years of peace that came to Israel under the judges Tola and Jair came to an end.

Sadly, the cycle of sin began to turn again and the people rejected God.

They turned on this occasion not only to the pagan gods of their immediate neighbours in Canaan,
but also to the gods of their distant neighbours. God's anger burned fiercely against this treachery,

and He allowed the Philistines and the Ammonites to oppress them. This oppression would last for
18 years.

The judge that God raised up to free his people was Jephthah. He was perhaps an unlikely choice. In
his favour he had a reputation for being a man of valour. This meant he was respected and admired
as being a mighty warrior. However his personal background was somewhat unfavourable. He had
been born through a liaison between his father and a prostitute. Because of this his legitimate
brothers despised him and eventually drove him out of the house. He became a social outcast. In
this dejected state he went to live in the land of Tob where he led a band of adventurers. This gang
of men would go on raids against Israel's enemies.

However when the Ammonites threatened Israel the elders realised they needed a hero to rescue
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them. Jephthah seemed like an ideal candidate so the elders of Israel set off to Tob to find him.
Jephthah was understandably reluctant to help them. They had driven him from his home and
shunned him. Why should he help them now in their hour of need. When they told him that they
would make him their leader and follow his instructions he agreed to go with them.

His approach to the Ammonites was interesting. At first, he tried to negotiate or reason with them.
He hoped that he could convince them to leave. Despite their claims that it was their land, and that
Israel had no right to be there Jephthah explained that they had no legitimate reason to be there.
Unfortunately he was unsuccessful. Therefore a battle was imminent.

Today we will conclude our study on Jephthah . We will consider three things. His victory, his vow
and his death. Following this we will then turn to the next three judges; Ibzan, Elon and Abdon.
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His victory

As we saw last time the negotiations between God's people and the Ammonites had broken down.
Jephthah had hoped to convince them that they had no claim on the land. However as we often see
greedy men with power cannot often be reasoned with. The only way to resolve the issue would be
to defeat them militarily. Jephthah as we said last week was a mighty man of valour. He was we
assume comfortable and confident going into battle. But we should also remember that even strong
men at times experience fear and weakness. God needed his judge to be strong and resolute. A weak
or indecisive man would not lead the people well. This was why God provided spiritual assistance
to Jephthah. In chapter 11 verse 29 we read about the Spirit of the Lord coming upon Jephthah.

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah.
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It was through this divine empowering that Jephthah gained confidence and assurance. He had faith
that God was with him. Therefore in order to prepare he travels through a number of regions
gathering warriors for his army. When he feels that his forces are ready he boldly advances towards
Ammon. It is during this period of time that he makes his famous vow. I'm going to come back to
talk about that later.

God grants the Israelite army a famous victory. They were able to destroy 20 Ammonite cities and
also killed a large number of the enemies soldiers.

This series of defeats effectively ended the Ammonite oppression. It would in fact be fifty years
before the Ammonites again rose up and threatened Israel (1 Sam 11:1).
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His vow

As I said we will now come back to consider the vow Jephthah made with God. This is one of
those incredibly shocking and disturbing stories that we encounter in the Old Testament. As a father
of a daughter it greatly troubles and upsets me as I'm sure it does you. As we look at the story I want
you to keep in mind that at no point does God ever demand, request, encourage, condone or endorse
what Jephthah does. Let's begin by standing back and looking at Jephthah as a man.

On the positive side we can point to the fact that he was a mighty warrior. He was it seems a natural
leader, a man who people were willing to follow. He was also a man of faith. He trusted that God
would empower him to do what was necessary. Finally, he was a man who stepped up when he was
needed to serve his people. However after saying all all of these positive things we cannot overlook
his rash and foolish vow. Let me read it for you now.

30 And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, “If You will indeed deliver the people of
Ammon into my hands, 31 then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to
meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I
will offer it up as a burnt offering.”

A vow is a solemn promise made before God to do, or not do a specified thing. We find God's laws
regarding vows mostly in the books of Leviticus and Numbers. It is important for us to note that
throughout scripture vows are always voluntary. No one is ever compelled to make a vow. And in
fact God also provided a means to take back a rash vow made in haste (Lev 27). However if you do
decide to make a vow it is a serious matter. If you promise God something through a vow you are
honor bound to go through with it. Look at what we are told in Ecclesiastes chapter 5.

When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; For He has no pleasure in fools.
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Pay what you have vowed—Better not to vow than to vow and not pay. (Eccl 5:4)
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Let us at least give Jephthah the benefit of the doubt and say that his vow was well intentioned. He
did actually want a good thing. He wanted God's people to be victorious against their enemies the
Ammonites. However the problem with vows in general is that they are often a way for humans to
try and manipulate God. Jephthah was in a sense trying to make a conditional bargain with God. If
you do this, then I'll do that. It's something that we still do today. If you allow we to get this job then
I'll make a generous donation to the church. In Jephthah's case such a vow was totally unnecessary.
God had empowered him to defeat the Ammonites.

Let us then look carefully at Jephthah's rash vow. I have to confess that it puzzles me. What did
Jephthah expect to come out of his house to meet him? In the ancient world animals did wander in
and out of the house. So perhaps he expected a goat to run out when he approached. But what about
if an unclean or defective animal ran out to meet him. What would he have done then. Also we
cannot overlook the fact that it was most likely that a person would come out to meet him. What
about if it was a neigbour or a friend? So our question is was he really prepared to offer a human
being as a burnt offering?

There are two schools of thought regarding this. Some argue that he intended to dedicate whatever
or whoever came out to God. We see an example of this with Samuel. His mother Hannah made a
vow that if God blessed her with a male child she would dedicate him to God (1 Sam 1). People
holding this view believe he intended to give over this person to God, but not sacrifice them. This
view | have to say whilst appealing is a very modern interpretation.

It appeals to what we see as being morally right. We find the idea of sacrifice morally repugnant.
However this is not the historical perspective.

The second view, the view held historically is that he was willing to offer a person as a sacrifice to
God. This idea throws up several issues. We know that Jephthah was familiar with the scriptures.
When he tried to negotiate with the Ammonites he refers to biblical history. So are we to assume
that he did not know that God strictly forbade human sacrifice? Why would he think that this
monstrous act would please God?

We are all very familiar with how the story plays out. As Jephthah approached his house his only
child, a daughter came running out to meet him. She was excited that he was home and that he had
been victorious in battle. Her joy soon passed when her father told her about his vow. She is in
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many ways the hero of this story. She models perfect obedience to her father and does not wish to
see him shamed by breaking his vow. She asks for two months to go into the wilderness with her
friends. When this period of time was up she returned home.

What happened to her when she returned after two months? Some say that she was offered up in
service at the temple. Others say that he carried out his vow and sacrificed her. The bible does not
explicitly say either way. But I am most inclined to believe that he made a human sacrifice of her.
He paid a very dear price for his rash vow.

Following this incident Jephthah again found himself in conflict. On this occasion it was not against
Israel's external enemies. This time he went into battle against the tribe of Ephraim. They were
unhappy at not being included in the fight against the Ammonites. It ended with 42,000 Ephramites
being killed. I don't have time to go into detail here. So I encourage you to read chapter 12 of
Judges for yourself.

Let us conclude our examination of Jephthah by looking now at his death.
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7 And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried
among the cities of Gilead.

Jephthah would lead God's people for just six years. He managed to pack this short period of time
with plenty of incident. He was a mighty warrior and should be remembered for his military
successes. He is mentioned by name in the Hebrews hall of faith (Hebrews 11:32).

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:

However it is difficult to look past his rash vow and its tragic outcome. I think then in summarising
his life we might describe him as a mighty warrior who was faithful but flawed.

Let us turn now to look at the next three judges. All three are minor judges so sadly there is not
much to say about them. Let us look first at judge number 9; Ibzan.
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Judge 9: Ibzan

8 After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 9 He had thirty sons. And he gave away thirty
daughters in marriage, and brought in thirty daughters from elsewhere for his sons. He
judged Israel seven years. 10 Then Ibzan died and was buried at Bethlehem.

The ninth judge of Israel was Ibzan whose name means “father of a target” or “father of coldness.”
His life as a judge is told to us in just three verses. So either he did not do anything of great note, or
the writer of judges is choosing to exclude his efforts.

We do not know who, if anyone was oppressing Israel at this time. We are told that his home town
was Bethlehem. This was probably not Bethlehem in Judah, the birthplace of David and the Lord
Jesus. This was another town called Bethlehem (house of bread) in northern Israel in Zebulun.

We are also told about his family situation. He had thirty sons and thirty daughters. Having a family
of this size means that he was a polygamist who had multiple wives. It also strongly suggest he was
a man of wealth and prestige. He judged Israel for seven years and was buried in Bethlehem. Let's
turn now to the tenth judge.
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Judge 10: Elon
11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel. He judged Israel ten years. 12 And Elon the
Zebulunite died and was buried at Aijalon in the country of Zebulun.

The tenth judge of Israel was Elon. The name Elon means “oak”™ or “strong.” Sadly we know very
little about the situation in Israel at this time or what he did as a judge. His life as a judge is given to
us in just two verses. He was also from the region of Zebulun but we are not sure where exactly his
home town of Aijalon was located. He judged Israel for 10 years. Let us look at our final judge
today Abdon.
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Judge 11: Abdon

13 After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. 14 He had forty sons and
thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy young donkeys. He judged Israel eight years. 15 Then
Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried in Pirathon in the land of
Ephraim, in the mountains of the Amalekites.

Judge number 11 is Abdon. His name means “servant” or “servile.” His home town of Pirathon was
a little south of Shechem in Ephraim. Again we are told about his large family. This as with Ibzan
indicates that he had multiple wives and was a wealthy man. This is further emphasised when we
are told that his sons and grandsons each had their own donkey. A donkey was a prized and valuable
possession in those times. So to be able to afford seventy tells us something about this man's wealth.
He judged Israel for eight years.

Next time we will begin a two part study on the the final judge, number 12; Samson.
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Things to think about

I have just two comments to make about today's passage.
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Don't make rash vows

Vows are a serious matter. Even today most of us consider making a vow an important thing. For
example the vows we make when we get married are not something to be taken lightly. They are
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something, I hope that we consider carefully. We are making a lifetime commitment in the sight of
God. For Jephthah his rash vow had life changing consequences. And we too should be careful
before we make a vow. Words are important to God and that is why the bible cautions us against
making vows. So [ urge you to be careful about what you promise others and particularly what you
promise God. Sometimes we can be tempted just like Jephthah to make a conditional vow with
God. If you do this, then I will do this in return. If you make such a vow God will hold you to it. If
you break a vow that makes you a liar and someone who cannot be trusted. Such a person does not
bring glory to God. Therefore don't make rash vows. It is probably wise not to make vows at all.
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Be a person who stands by their word

Although we are horrified with the outcome of Jephthah's vow we should acknowledge the fact that
he kept his word or promise. There is an English idiom that goes, My word is my bond. It means
that if I say I will do something I will do it. There is no need for a contract because my word is
sufficient.

Christians ought to be people who think carefully about what they say and who can be trusted to
stand upon what they have said. If you say you will do something you should do it. Sadly we often
say things in haste and later go back on our promises. I have been let down many times by
Christians who have said they will do something and then have not followed through. If you say
you will join the praise and worship team I expect you to keep your word. If you tell me you will
attend church on Sunday I expect to see you there. Let us then think more carefully about what we
say and be people who stand upon our words.

eIz ACR| MR ZiptFEARE ACPH 0| 2O 2SS XELCE= AMAE OFESIOFRILIEE My word is m
y bond 2f= EO0| £EO0| USHIEE LPFHSZCEL S SRICH= SERILEL L 20| 525 | Wz0H| ARt Tedst
K| EHEE 22012 XRMO| SF Z0j| CHSH AFSSIA| 2425ED X O| $F 2oj| Skt 5= U= AIZIO[00F Sl
C EHI0| &V IE 2 202k ZoIH EhI2 JASsIPRILCE S5 Feie TS5 Sk 23 ok LIS
LS oLt L= 72 LS SRICH. SRIKEH SR XP K| B2 22 AQIS0fp| Of2 B ARIRNSLICE &F
WHHIZOH| SFFSIICL SHA[H LSS XAPFRARE HEILICE 2IoF SR 0| LU0f weolof] FiAdet Z0 R Zolct
M Li= Z1X0IM S 2V 12 7 [CitIet 2™ 2P|k 22| 2E AP [= AR il T A5S5HA|
o[,



Judges: Sermon 9: Sermon notes Page 9



