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Scripture: Judges 11:1-8

1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, but he was the son of a harlot; and
Gilead begot Jephthah. 2 Gilead’s wife bore sons; and when his wife’s sons grew up, they
drove Jephthah out, and said to him, “You shall have no inheritance in our father’s house,
for you are the son of another woman.” 3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and dwelt in
the land of Tob; and worthless men banded together with Jephthah and went out raiding
with him. 4 It came to pass after a time that the people of Ammon made war against Israel.
5 And so it was, when the people of Ammon made war against Israel, that the elders of
Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 Then they said to Jephthah, “Come and
be our commander, that we may fight against the people of Ammon.” 7 So Jephthah said to
the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, and expel me from my father’s house? Why have
you come to me now when you are in distress?” 8 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“That is why we have turned again to you now, that you may go with us and fight against the
people of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

1420k A YT Hold AT 18] ol A = A=kl glon 19 ojmui F
A}.2 22) 3 A2ste] ohE 7 o}E& Bt 150] ATA UTHE Fohyd B
A U G iz ofSolng 93 F1Ee §2he BHWA £ Aotk

328N Yo 19 FASAN et 5 o] o7} Agt). 1HA BE WA
o] 2o Al B ES & w3kt 4 Aol 3o G&E AFE 0| oA A XL A}

sA=% A=Al drhe Wl oD § Bl M. 6 2007 Fagich. « 927k FE A
HES AT s FAlo] S-29 AT Hof FAQ T “PUELS S TPl
o) obex] Pol M FEohAA gt TWH AN FAE| oj2 2L FHTHL UE Hol
g 845207} FA1E Fokesd B A FAlol B Fasly] WRol. $-2)sh Fl A
HE AFET A 2 E FAlo] A= Abge] EXATE D Aol L

Review

Last time we examined judges 6 and 7; Tola and Jair. When I looked back on my notes I realised
that all I had written for each man was about a paragraph. This wasn't a reflection of my laziness, or
evidence of a lack of research. The reason I had so little to say was simply because the bible tells us
next to nothing about these men. Tola's story is told in just two bible verses. Jair does only
marginally better as his story takes up just three verses. It is this lack of detail that results in Tola
and Jair being classified as minor judges.

In their own time they were significant and important people. God had appointed them to judge or
lead his people.

This was an important position and one, judging on their length of service that they did well. In
their roles as judges both men undoubtedly said and did some meaningful things. But sadly we do
not have a record of those words or acts today. Let us very briefly review what we said last time.

Tola was the 6™ judge. His name as I'm sure you remember means “worm.” He was raised up by
God to save His people. Sadly we do not know from whom he saved them. We do know that his
father was Puah and his grandfather was Dodo. We are also told he was from the tribe of Issachar
and that he lived in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. The only other information we are given
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about him is that he judged the nation for 23 years and was buried in Shamir.

We then looked at the 7™ judge, Jair. His name meant “God enlightens.” That is, to me at least a
more preferable name than worm. He was a Gileadite which means he was from the tribe of Gad.
He would judge Israel for 22 years. We are also given some information about his family. He had
30 sons. This means of course that he had multiple wives. To have such a large family meant that he
was a rich and prosperous man. This is emphasised in the text when we are told that each son had
their own donkey. A donkey was a luxury item in those times. Imagine a luxury foreign car like a
Mercedes Benz today. To be able to afford thirty donkeys meant Jair was a very wealthy man. Each
son not only a his own donkey but also his own town to rule over. These towns were collectively
known as Havoth Jair which means “cities belonging to Jair.” when Jair died he was buried in
Camon.

And that is all we can say with any certainty about Tola and Jair.
Fortunately that is not the case for our next judge. Judge number 8 is a major judge. His name is

Jephthah and we will begin our study of him today and conclude it next time. Before we look at his
calling and his first acts as judge let us put his information into the cycle of sin.
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Jephthah cycle of sin
Sadly once again the people of Israel fell away from God. In Jephthah's time their apostasy was

dramatic and extreme we read in chapter 10 the following;
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They (the people of Israel) served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the
gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines.
(Judges 10:6)
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God in His righteous anger permitted both the Philistines and the Ammonites to gain power and
oppress His people. This oppression would last for 18 years before the people cried out to God. God
raised up Jephthah and he would lead the people for 6 years. We are going to break our study of
Jephthah into two parts. Today we will consider his background, his calling to be a judge and his
attempted negotiation with the Ammonites.
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Introduction: The background

To begin Jephthah's story we need to paint a picture of Israel at that time. They had under the judges
Tola and Jair enjoyed 45 years of peace. But sadly that ever recurring cycle of sin began again once
Jair was gone. Again the people rejected God who had done so much for them and turned to
worthless pagan deities. Chapter 10 verses 6 and 7 neatly summarise the situation for us.
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6 Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals and
the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the people

of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines; and they forsook the Lord and did not serve Him.
7 So the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; and He sold them into the hands of the
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Philistines and into the hands of the people of Ammon. (Judges 10:6-7)
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Note in verse six the range of different gods they turned to. We are told that they served seven
different deities. Not simply the local gods of the Cannanites (Baal and Ashtoreth) but they also
served foreign gods. This indicates their extreme apostasy. It also represents a new low for the
people of Israel. It seems as if they were actively seeking out gods to worship other than Yahweh. It
is not surprising that God burned with rage against His people. He allowed the Philistines and the
Ammonites to oppress the people. This terrible oppression would last for 18 years. At the end of
this period the people cried out to God and confessed their sin. This was it seems motivated in part
by the action taken by the forces of the Ammonites. They had amassed and were ready for war. At
such times of national crisis people call out for a hero to step forward. In Korean history we might
think of Admiral Yi Sun Shin, in Britain we typically think of Winston Churchill. Let me read what
the people say in Judges 10 verse 18;

“Who is the man who will begin the fight against the people of Ammon? He shall be head over
all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

It's interesting that they are looking for a man and not God to act. They could have said let us pray
and plead for God to intervene. Instead they seek a man to fight for them. This will be the call for
Jephthah to step up. As we will see he is something of an unlikely hero. Lets turn now to today's
passage.
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1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, but he was the son of a harlot; and
Gilead begot Jephthah.

This is our introduction to Jephthah. His name means “He opens” or “He releases.” He was a
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Gileadite which means he was from the tribe of Gad. They were located on the eastern side of the
Jordan river. The next thing we are told is that he was a mighty man of valor. This expression is
shorthand for someone who is a brave, accomplished and respected warrior. The experience and
expertise he possessed in fighting made him an excellent choice to lead the army into battle. This is
a very different situation to which we first met Gideon. He was timed and afraid. He was yet to
become a mighty man of valor. Jephthah by contrast was already a brave warrior. However he did
have one thing going against him. He came into existence through a relationship between his father,
Gilead and a prostitute. This meant that through no fault of his own was an illegitimate child. A
situation as we will see in the next verse that made things very difficult for him.
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2 Gilead’s wife bore sons; and when his wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out, and
said to him, “You shall have no inheritance in our father’s house, for you are the son of
another woman.”

Clearly it was not a good thing that Jephthah's father had visited prostitutes. It obviously doesn't
speak well about his character.

However, in his favour unlike some of the other judges he only had one wife. With her he had a
number of legitimate sons. As they grew older their antagonism towards their illegitimate brother
grew stronger. They certainly did not want to share their rightful inheritance with him. In this
respect they had the Mosaic Law on their side. In Deuteronomy 23:2 we read that an illegitimate
child cannot join the Lord's congregation for 10 generations. In the end they drove Jephthah from
the family home.
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3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and dwelt in the land of Tob; and worthless men
banded together with Jephthah and went out raiding with him.

Jephthah fled and went to dwell in the land of Tob. This area was located between Ammon and
Syria in the north east of Gad. It is whilst here that he establishes a band of adventurers. I think we
might picture them rather like Robin Hood and his merry men. They are described here as being
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worthless men. In the Hebrew this is the word “rake.” It describes someone who is “worthless, idle
or empty.” I think there are two possible ways that we can look at this group. Possibly it was made
up of social outcasts or misfits. Men who did not fit into normal society. On the other hand it may
have been made up of men who for a variety of reasons had nothing better to do. These men were
looking for action and adventure and were drawn to the powerful figure of Jephthah. This group
engaged in raids. Who or what they raided is not given to us. I think it most likely that they raided
the enemies of Israel. This work is ideal preparation for war so it's not surprising that the elders of
Israel looked towards Jephthah when crisis came.
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4 It came to pass after a time that the people of Ammon made war against Israel. 5 And so it
was, when the people of Ammon made war against Israel, that the elders of Gilead went to get
Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 Then they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our commander,
that we may fight against the people of Ammon.”

Soon the geo-political situation became more desperate. The Ammonites were making war against
God's people. It appears that at this time they lacked a good strong leader. At times of crisis we need
a strong and focused head of state. Who can they get to help them out in this dire time. They need
someone who is brave, violent and handy with a sword. Whoever will they find? Its interesting that
this exact storyline is often played out in contemporary films or dramas. A town or region has
driven a violent misfit to its margins but calls him back when they need his help in times of trouble.
The film “Jaws” is a good example. No one wants the great shark hunter Captain Quint (played by
Robert Shaw) around in times of peace. He is a coarse, rude, rough and violent. However when a
large shark begins eating people they turn to Quint for help.

This is what happens here. They were happy to drive Jephthah away until they need his particular
skill set. The elders of Gilead travel to the land of Tob to beg him to come back. Lets see how
Jephthah responds.
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7 So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, and expel me from my

father’s house? Why have you come to me now when you are in distress?” 8 And the elders of
Gilead said to Jephthah, “That is why we have turned again to you now, that you may go with
us and fight against the people of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

This is a wonderful exchange. What Jephthah says here rings true. His words are the words of all
throughout history who have been poorly treated or abused by others. Jephthah is clearly very
sceptical about their motives in coming to see him.

Basically what he says to them is this, “You hated me and were happy to see me driven from my
home. Now you are in trouble you want my help, but why should I help you?”

The elders of Gilead have to admit that in these desperate times they need his help. As an incentive
for him to come with them they promise to make him their leader and will do as he says.

J ephthah agrees to go with them and lead the army against the Ammonites.
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The negotiation

Let us end our examination of Jephthah today by talking about his approach to the Ammonites.
Rather than just rushing into war Jephthah tries first to negotiate with the king of Ammon. Far
better to see if you can discuss and settle things without bloodshed. This illustrates that Jephthah
was not all brawn, he had brains as well. He begins by asking why the Ammonites are in Israel.
Their answer is that it is their land and was wrongly taken by Israel. Jephthah patiently explains that
this is not the case. When Israel came into the area, these lands were controlled by the Amorites, not
the Ammonites. And the Amorites had previously taken it from the Moabites. This was now the land
that God has given His people Israel. They would not give it up without a fight. As you might
imagine these are not the words that the king of Ammon wants to hear. Although Jephthah tried for
a peaceful resolution a battle is coming. Next week we will see what happens.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make from today's passage.
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1 God can use what the world casts aside

Jephthah was in some ways an unlikely hero. He was the illegitimate child of a prostitute. His
brothers and no doubt others in the town looked down him. Probably he was ridiculed and teased.
Eventually he was driven out of his home. He became an adventurer and probably thought that he
would not be able to serve his community again. But often what the world casts aside God can use.
The reason for this is that God does not judge in the silly, limited and often foolish ways that we do.
We often put limitations on what people can do. That old frail woman could never be a missionary.
That quiet person who stutters could never teach the bible. But God can and does use such people.
So let us not judge harshly and look down upon others. Let us open ourselves up even in our
weaknesses to serve the Lord.
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2 Let us be peace makers before we are war mongers

Jephthah was very wise. He knew the Ammonites had a strong and powerful army. He knew that if
physical fighting broke out many would be injured or killed. Therefore he tried first to negotiate and
talk through the situation. He hoped that a discussion might resolve things. Ultimately he was not
successful but his approach was right. We should always try to seek for a peaceful resolution to
conflicts. How much hurt and harm is caused when we respond in anger. How much better might
things be with our husbands, wives, children and work colleagues if we tried to be peaceable before
we got angry and attacked. So let us pray for wisdom and insight so that we can bring peace rather
than war to our world.
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