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Scripture: Judges 10:1-5

1 After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a
man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. 2 He judged
Israel twenty-three years; and he died and was buried in Shamir. 3 After him arose
Jair, a Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty-two years. 4 Now he had thirty sons who rode
on thirty donkeys; they also had thirty towns, which are called “Havoth Jair” to this day,
which are in the land of Gilead. 5 And Jair died and was buried in Camon.
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Review

Last time we concluded our study of Gideon or as he is also known Jerubbaal. We looked in some
detail at three events in his life. His famous battle against the Midianites, his making of the golden
ephod and his death. Let us begin by briefly recapping some of the things we spoke about last time.

The first event we looked at last time was Gideon's famous defeat of the Midianites. The Midianites
had combined their forces with those of the Amalekites. This combined army numbered around
135,000 men. They were camped in the Jezreel valley and must have been confident of easily
defeating the far smaller Israelite army. Gideon had mustered his forces and they numbered around
32,000 men. God however had decided that even this number of men was too large. God had
determined to show His people how awesome He was. So in order to make this obvious to them He
decided to reduce the size of their army. Gideon followed God's instructions to whittle down his
warriors and ended up with a force of just 300 men. Surely such a paltry force could not defeat the
Midianites. God however conveyed to Gideon His clever plan. They would employ psychological
warfare to defeat their enemies. At midnight armed only with pitchers, torches and trumpets they
surrounded the enemy camp. On Gideon's signal they broke the pitchers, blew the trumpets and held
the torches aloft. In their fright and confusion the Midianites ended up fighting and killing one
another. It was a famous victory for God's people.

Gideon returned home a hero. The people wanted to make him their king but Gideon wisely
rejected their offer. However in many ways he lived as if he were the king and enjoyed all the
trappings of fame and wealth. He had many wives and children. He also had a concubine who bore
him a son named Abimelech. We will see later the trouble he causes. Sadly Gideon also led the
people into idolatry. He determined, for reasons that are not explained to make a golden ephod. He
made this with the gold his people had taken from the fallen Midianites. We are unsure about his
actual intentions but they clearly backfired. The golden ephod became an object of worship. The
people either worshipped the golden ephod directly, or used it in the worship of another pagan god.
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After providing the people 40 years of peace Gideon died. Sadly the peace and prosperity he
brought would not last. His own son would bring about a period of terror and tyranny. As we looked
back on Gideon we concluded that he was a flawed hero. This was what made him relatable to us.
He did both good and bad things. At times he showed fear and a lack of faith. At other times he
showed courage and trust in God.

Today we turn to judges 6 and 7; Tola and Jair. Before we look at their stories in more detail let us
put their information into the cycles of sin.

When you look at the cycle of sin you will see that I have put a question mark as to who was the
oppressors of Israel. This is because it is not stated in the bible who was oppressing the nation at
that time. As we will see it may be that it was an internal oppression. God raised up Tola and he
judged the nation for 23 years.

Again with Jair we are not given much information. We do know that he judged Israel for 22 years.
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Filling in the detail

Gideon died at the end of chapter 8. Here we are at chapter 10. I am sure the keen eared and eagle
eyed amongst you have spotted that we have skipped a chapter. The reason for this is that there was
no judge during this period of time. However I do need to talk about what took place during time. I
am going to cover the events of chapter 9 rather quickly. Therefore I strongly recommend you read
the chapter for yourself.

Lets begin with the death of Gideon. When Gideon died it created a power vacuum. Who was going
to be the leader of the people now that Gideon had gone? We might liken it to the situation in North
Korea. When one leader dies who is going to succeed and become the new head of the nation. In
North Korea they have a dynastic family line of succession. They know that the next leader will be
a member of the Kim family. Here, following the death of Gideon it was not clear who should take
over.

If it was to be someone related to Gideon there are two competing claims. On one side we have any
of the 70 sons that Gideon had with his many wives in Ophrah. Any one of these could have made a
legitimate claim to succeed their father.

On the other side we have Abimelech, his son from a concubine who lived in Shechem.

Abimelech's claim was not as strong because he was the son of a concubine. He was considered
inferior to the sons born to Gideon's legitimate wives. However in terms of ambition Abimelech
seems to be the only person who truly wants to be the ruler of the people. Knowing his claim is
weak he needs the backing and support of others.

He manages to persuade his mother's brothers, and the other men of Shechem to back him as leader.
His argument was that it was better to have one leader rather than 70 who may bicker and argue
amongst themselves. The men of Shechem agree with his logic and back him. However in making a
claim on leadership he could not ignore the other sons of Gideon. Whilst Gideon's 70 sons were
alive he could be challenged at any time as leader. Abimelech's solution to this problem was truly
horrific. He determined to get rid of them all. To do this he hired some men, went to Ophrah and
killed all but one of Gideon's seventy sons. Only Jotham the youngest escaped the massacre. Then
the people of Shechem, knowing exactly what he had done made him king.

We then get the only survivor of the massacre Jotham telling a parable to rebuke the men of
Shechem. It is generally recognised as being the first parable in the bible. A parable remember is a
story intended to highlight or emphasise a moral truth.

In the parable the trees are looking for another tree to be their king. They ask a number of trees (the
olive, the fig, and the vine) to take this position. Each of these trees refused because they had
something more useful to do and didn’t want to be king. The only tree that wanted to be king was
the unworthy bramble. A bramble produces nothing of value and is just a pest or an irritant.
Jotham's message in the parable is clear. The trees represent the people of Shechem and the bramble
symbolizes Abimelech. The men of Shechem unable to find a good person to rule over them had
picked a worthless ruler.

Jotham then goes on to condemn the people of Shechem for not honouring his father and respecting
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all he had done for them. He rightly predicts that things will not end well.

Abimelech ruled for three years before things became very difficult. God spent a spirit of ill will
between Abimelech and the men of Shechem. After this time they became rebellious and caused
trouble. Abimelech is forced on a number of occasions to defend his crown against usurpers. One
such rebellious figure is Gaal the son of Ebed. He stirs up the people of Shechem against
Abimelech. There is a battle and Gaal flees. Eventually Abimelech captures and destroys Shechem.

However that is not the end to the trouble. The rebellion had spread to the nearby town of Thebez.
Abimelch takes his forces and captures this town. The people of Thebez run and shelter in a strong
tower. Unfortunately for Abimelech he stands too close to the tower and is hit on the head by a
millstone thrown by a woman. Knowing that he will soon die, and not wanting the shame of being
killed by a woman he asks his armor-bearer to kill him. Thus comes to an end the life of this evil
and wicked man. Things can surely only get better can't they?

It's time now to meet the next two judges Tola and Jair.
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1 After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a

man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. 2 He judged
Israel twenty-three years; and he died and was buried in Shamir.
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I mentioned before how we distinguish between the major and the minor judges.

It is not a judgement based upon their value, importance or achievements. It's rather a reflection of
how much attention the writer gives them.

Gideon was most definitely a major judge. Tola and Jair are most definitely minor judges.
Unfortunately this means that the bible tells us very little about them and what they accomplished.
Tola gets just two verses.

We are told that Tola was raised up by God to save Isracl. We do not know what the situation was at
the time, or indeed who he saved Israel from. The name Tola (fo-/aw) is interesting. In Hebrew it
means “worm.” Now you may think that an odd choice for his parents. I doubt there are many
parents today that would name a child “worm.” But the word tola could also apply to the dye
created by crushing worms. This red coloured liquid was used to dye royal robes. So perhaps the
name was meant to reflect something about the honour or dignity of royalty.

We also know that his father was Puah and his grandfather was Dodo. He was from the tribe of
Issachar and his home town was Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. We are also told that Tola
judged as Israel's leader for 23 years. This is a considerable period of time. I think the length of his
reign, and the fact that nothing negative is written about him leads us to the conclusion that he was a
faithful and God honoring man. The account of Tola ends with the writer telling us that he was
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buried in his home town. And that sadly is all we know about Tola. Let us then turn to judge number
7; Jair.
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3 After him arose Jair, a Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty-two years. 4 Now he had
thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys; they also had thirty towns, which are called “Havoth
Jair” to this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 5 And Jair died and was buried in Camon.

Again as with Tola these verses are the extent of what we know about Jair. The name Jair means
“He (God) will enlighten.” He was a Gileadite, meaning that he lived somewhere on the east side of
the Jordan River in the territory occupied by Gad. We are also told that he judged Israel for twenty
two years. Again, as with Tola this is a considerable period of time. What we are told next is
interesting. He had thirty sons which suggests that he had multiple wives. This as I said before was
not God's plan but was common at the time. That he practised polygamy and had many children
indicates that he must have been a very wealthy and prosperous man. Few men in the ancient world
would have been able to afford to give each of their thirty sons their own donkey. The average
Israelite at that time could not afford even one horse or donkey. We also learn here that each son
was given their own city to rule over. These were collectively known as Havoth Jair meaning
towns belonging to Jair. Although he was not a king in many ways Jair acted as if he was one.

In summing up Jair we must acknowledge that he was appointed judge by God. God always picks
the right man at the right time. So we must assume that in the main he was a wise and godly man.
His length of reign suggests this. However we must also acknowledge that he does not seem to have
done anything different to the judges before him. He does not seem to have tackled any of the
problems present in Israel at that time. However given the extent of the information we have about
him its impossible to really pass a judgement on him.

Next time we will look at judge number 8; Jepthah.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make from today's passage.
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1 The importance of being a quiet loyal worker

Tola and Jair are minor judges. We know almost nothing about their lives or how they served the
nation of Israel. But we should be careful about dismissing them. Together they brought 45 years of
peace and stability. That's a considerable achievement. Certainly the major judges like Deborah,
Gideon and Samson get all the headlines. They are the judges everyone remembers. But we should
not forget those who quietly and without fanfare do God's work.

How true that remains today. The internet in particular has catapulted some pastors and bible
teachers into the realm of global stardom. Wherever such men go there are big crowds and a great
fanfare. Whenever news organisations need a “religious” viewpoint they go to these people. But
equally, and just as importantly there are pastors, bible teachers, missionaries and Sunday school
teachers who just faithfully share the gospel and do God's work. The world does not often notice
such people. But they are known and loved by God. This is because these people model what is
means to be a loyal and faithful servant. Let us then gladly serve in our own small way and be
grateful that God can use us.
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2 Sometimes change is needed

When we look at both Tola and Jair we have to conclude that they simply maintained the status quo.
They inherited a situation and did little or nothing to change it. This is an acceptable thing if change
is not needed. However there were many problems in Israel that a good and sensible judge would
have addressed. Making changes is often difficult. It's so much easier just to go with the flow and
not rock the boat. However there are times when change is needed. This might be a personal
lifestyle change. Perhaps we need to eat more healthily or get more exercise. It might be change in
our spiritual lives. We need to be more serious in reading and studying God's Word or praying. It
might be in changing the things that influence or impact our lives. Are we spending too much time
doing things that take us away from God and the things of God. So sometimes change is needed.
Let us take this time to look at our lives and make the changes necessary.
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