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12 And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD
strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of
the LoRrDp. 13 Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and Amalek, went and
defeated Israel, and took possession of the City of Palms. 14 So the children of Israel served
Eglon king of Moab eighteen years.

15 But when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for
them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. By him the children of Israel
sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab. 16 Now Ehud made himself a dagger (it was double-
edged and a cubit in length) and fastened it under his clothes on his right thigh. 17 So he
brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very fat man.) 18 And when he
had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who had carried the tribute.

19 But he himself turned back from the stone images that were at Gilgal, and said, “I have a
secret message for you, O king.”

He said, “Keep silence!” And all who attended him went out from him.

20 So Ehud came to him (now he was sitting upstairs in his cool private chamber). Then
Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” So he arose from his seat. 21 Then Ehud
reached with his left hand, took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly.
22 Even the hilt went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw
the dagger out of his belly; and his entrails came out.

31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines
with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel.
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Review

Last time we examined the first judge given to us in the book of judges. His name was Othniel, the
“lion of God.” As we said last time he was an exemplary a judge. He represented the standard by
which all future judges would be measured. Let us briefly recap his story. As we have said before,
in judges we see a recurring pattern or cycle of the people of Israel falling away from God. In the
time of Othniel the people forgot the Lord and began to worship the pagan gods of the Cannanites.
In particular they turned their attention to Baal and Asherah. It was not a situation that God could
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tolerate. Therefore God allowed the Mesopotamian king Cushan to conquer the land. Cushan would
oppress God's people for eight long and difficult years. At the end of this time the people cried out
to God for deliverance. God in His grace raised up a man, a judge who would deliver the people.
His name was Othniel the son of Kenaz. We know from the book of Joshua that he was a mighty
warrior who had a reputation for bravery. Empowered by the Holy spirit Othniel led the Israelites to
victory over Cushan. Peace was restored and the people had rest from their oppressors for 40 years.

Today we are going to look at judges two and three; Ehud and Shamgar. Before we look at their
stories in more depth lets place their information into the cycle of sin.

Ehud overview

We are not given the specific nature of the people's sin in Ehud's case. We are just given the familiar
shorthand that the children of Israel “again did evil in the sight of the Lord.” On this occasion
their oppressor is Eglon the King of Moab. He would oppress the people for 18 years. After the
people cry out for deliverance God provides Ehud. He will kill Eglon in very graphic detail and
judge the people for 80 years.

Shamgar overview

Shamgar's period of being judge is given to us in just one verse. It seems that the Philistines were
oppressing the people. Shamgar armed with an ox goad killed 600 Philistines and restored peace to
the land. Let us begin by looking at Ehud.
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Judge 2 — Ehud

12 And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LoRrD. So the LORD strengthened
Eglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the LoRD.

13 Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and Amalek, went and defeated Israel,
and took possession of the City of Palms. 14 So the children of Israel served Eglon king of
Moab eighteen years.

The account begins by telling us that Israel faithfulness towards God soon wavered. We do not
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know the specific details of their evil but we can easily guess. Most probably they began to worship
the pagan idols of their neighbors. As we saw before with Othniel God's response is the same. He
would use one of Israel's enemies to both punish them for their sin and ultimately bring them back
into relationship with Him. In this case he works through King Eglon of Moab.

All of the enemies of Israel mentioned here are significant. Moab lay to the east of the dead sea. It's
people were the descendants of Moab, one of the sons of Lot by an incestuous relationship with his
daughter. The Moabites had a long standing hatred of God's chosen people. King Eglon obviously
feels he is not powerful enough to defeat Israel on his own. Therefore he forms an alliance with two
of his neighbours. The Ammonites and the Amalekites. Ammon lay to the north east of Moab.

It's people were also descendants of Lot. The Amalekites were a nomadic race who occupied an
area south of Judah. Scripture tell us of the long-lasting enmity that existed between the Amalekites
and the Israelites. It was this hatred that led to God’s direction to wipe the Amalekites off the face of
the earth (Exodus 17:8—-13; 1 Samuel 15:2; Deuteronomy 25:17). It is this unified force which
attacks and successfully oppresses the people of Israel. Interestingly, and not without significance
they take possession of the city of palms. This is of course Jericho which was the first place the
Israelites took when they began the conquest of Canaan. The occupation and oppression of Israel
would last for 18 years. But fear not a hero is about to arise.
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15 But when the children of Israel cried out to the LoRD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for
them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. By him the children of Israel
sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab.

So once again we see the pattern repeated. The people tired of the wicked oppressor turn back to the
Lord and call out for His help. The second judge He will send is Ehud whose name means “united.”
We also learn that he is from the tribe of Benjamin which is the region in which Jericho was
located. We are also interestingly told that he was a left-handed man. This fact will become
important later on in the story. The question here though is what exactly is meant. We have a three
possible options.

It might mean that just like around 10% of the world's population he was left-handed. It could imply
that he was ambidextrous. That he could use either hand equally well. However I am most inclined
to think that the Hebrew here means that he was unable to use, or restricted in the use of his right
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hand. So in effect he had a physical disability. As we see frequently throughout scripture God uses
people the world see as weak or inferior. He is God's choice and as such he is the one to carry the
tribute (present) to Eglon. The tribute was mostly likely some agricultural produce which was why a
number of people were needed to carry it.

16 Now Ehud made himself a dagger (it was double-edged and a cubit in length) and fastened
it under his clothes on his right thigh.

Ehud here begins to form a plan. It is a plan regarding how he might assassinate King Eglon. An
assassination requires at least two problems to be solved. Firstly how you can get close enough to
kill your target. Secondly how you can carry a weapon without it being found or taken from you.
Ehud as we will see solves both of these problems. In order to carry out his plan he makes himself a
double edged dagger. This would have been a weapon with two very sharp blades. The dagger
measured a cubit in length. A cubit is a measurement from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger.
It's approximately 18 inches or 45 cm in length. He concealed the dagger under his clothes on his
right thigh. This detail is significant because a right handed man would carry a weapon on his left
side. This would be where you would look or search for a concealed weapon. Let's see what
happens next.

OP M Oz AllE MIS7 | ARIRILIEE 27Ol &S OFfEA| 2arziX(o]| Tt Ao bt ka2 Mol &7t
K| ZHIE S50 eIt BN == 52 T 7P0| TP P ks LELE + B2 5715 2011 K|
B St == A= YRRILEE R2PHEA E OfR2 O 7 7IK| X 27 SHERiLIEE 10| Al=ls AP |
Flolf J= 242 A=0| BRES RiELEE O F710| U P I=2 Z2Es 7R 77IRE ZRILIEE BFel &
Of= ot FEDIREELEE A2 ZEA0IM 7120 27 1= E7KIe| Krlliet 20k= 9F18 2K Ee=45em &
LEE = @235 5f#K|0| 2 0|l TS =2t RESHOPH 0| VIS S CILP | TR0 O] MIF A2
SEEILCE OP oM =48 RV 15 2P RS o= S CIS0l 72 20| LOLLREX] SAEE

17 So he brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very fat man.) 18 And
when he had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who had carried the
tribute.

So Ehud and the men carrying the tribute arrive in Jericho and present their offering to King Eglon.
Eglon we are told was a very fat man which will be important later. In passing, its interesting to
note that the name Eglon comes from the same Hebrew root as the word for a fattened calf,
(literally Eglon means calf-like). So to an Israelite upon hearing this story they would be picturing a
fattened calf about to be sacrificed. So with the tribute (gift) presented to the king Ehud and the
other Israelites leave.

12N Ol =2 LIE= ARIE0| 02[10f| 0122 OfIES OliZ= 2P| BRELICE Eglon 2 LIS S85H
2 iR S50 ARIORESLCE XLV ICP | OIE20 k= 00| 271 S0KIE S5k= ToRt 22 5|E2|0{ 012
Ol -REIRICH= 0l =0t 22 S0|=2 AULICE 22 O AIRES2 0| 0PP IE 2| £ MiZ= Ht
KR AT SOIKIS kel A 2 ALICE T2 Off2 it CHE ORI ARSI B SE(O 2 7K1 I
o1,

19 But he himself turned back from the stone images that were at Gilgal, and said, “I have a
secret message for you, O king.” He said, “Keep silence!” And all who attended him went out
from him.
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When they get to the Canaanite stone idols at Gilgal Ehud turns back. We know that he had
carefully planned his assassination attempt. So what's going on here? Why leave King Eglon and
then return later? Some think that seeing the idol stones further motivated him to rid the land of this
evil oppressor. This may be true, but I think the explanation is more simple. He did not want the
men with him to become involved in his plan. If it went wrong they would most likely be killed as
co-conspirators. Ehud recognised that this would be unfair. Therefore he sends them on, and he
returns alone to Eglon. When he arrives he tells Eglon that he has a secret message for him. The
king is intrigued and sends all his servants and courtiers away.
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20 So Ehud came to him (now he was sitting upstairs in his cool private chamber). Then Ehud
said, “I have a message from God for you.” So he arose from #is seat. 21 Then Ehud reached
with his left hand, took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. 22 Even
the hilt went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the
dagger out of his belly; and his entrails came out.

We come now to the account of the rather gruesome assassination. The bible doesn't shy away from
telling us brutal truths. Let's see what happens. Eglon is resting in his cool chamber. This was a
special room built on the corner of a flat roof. Ehud tells Eglon that he has a message from God for
him. He does not use the proper name of God here “Yahweh.” He uses the generic term for god,
“Elohim.” This was because as a pagan Eglon had no respect for the “God of Israel.”

Eglon eager to receive this message rises from his seat as a mark of respect for the divine
announcement. As he does so Ehud reaches under his clothes, draws the dagger and thrusts it at
him. Remember as a left handed man his motion would not have caused suspicion until it was too
late. As a result Eglon is unprepared and the knife goes right into his belly with the folds of fat
covering it completely. Here in the NKJV it says his entrails (parshedon) came out. Actually, and
sorry to be crude here, what came out was excrement. When someone is subjected to an horrific act
like this, one of the bodies natural responses is to void the bowels. It's unpleasant I know but an
important detail in the story.

Ehud then makes his getaway locking the door behind him. When Eglon's servants come to the roof
they find the door locked. They smell excrement and assume that the king is going to the bathroom.
By the time they realise something is seriously amiss Ehud has fully made his escape.

If you want to read in more detail what happens next then you can read the rest of the story in
Judges chapter 3. Let me give you a very brief summary here. The people rally around Ehud and
after a significant battle at the fords of the Jordan river the Israelites win their freedom. Ehud would
remain as Israel's judge for 80 years.

This would be the longest period of freedom during the approximately 400-year period of the
Judges. Let us turn now to the third judge, Shamgar.
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31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines
with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel.

I have to say that I feel a little sorry for Shamgar. His exploits as a judge are limited to just this
single verse. This is why he is often referred to as one of the “minor judges.” Therefore what we
know about him is limited. We do know from a reference to him later in the book that he was a
contemporary of Deborah and Barak (Judges 5:6-7).

But we do not know what the people of Israel did to bring about this particular Philistine
oppression. The Philistines had been in Canaan at least since Abraham's day. However, during the
period of the Judges there was a major migration from the Aegean area. These people groups settled
in the southern coastal areas It was these “new” Philistines who opposed Israel until King David
finally brought them under control. We also do we know how long he served as a judge. He really is
something of a mystery man. Let's see what we can learn about him in this single verse.

Firstly we are told that his name is Shamgar, which means “sword.” It is not an Israelite name. It
may be of Hittite or Hurrian origin. This may mean that he was a Canaanite or the product of
intermarriage. His name is also interesting because his weapon of choice is not a sword. His
preferred choice of weapon was the ox goad. An ox goad was a stick typically about 2.5 meters
long. At one end of there was a point or spike designed to poke or prod the ox into action. The other
end was flattened and used to scrape the mud off the plough. It is of course not designed to be a
weapon. It's a tool that farmers would use. One commentator I read said that Israel's oppressors had
confiscated their weapons. This was why he used his work tool. Whatever the case the ox goad
proved lethal in Shamgar's hands. With it he killed 600 Philistine men. This does not necessarily
mean in one battle. Rather I assume it means over a number of battles he dispatched 600 enemy
soldiers.

The final thing we are told is highly significant. We are told that he delivered Israel. This means that
with God's help he drove out Israel's enemies and gave them freedom and peace to live. He was in
conclusion a brave and courageous man used mightily by God. In just one verse he accomplished
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much more than many other people in the bible.

P 120|PH| 5 DRBICK= 22 SHORICHEAEAR| 10| M2 0| oF +7E0f| =2l OPi0| WSS
"AFp F ot HOR Oigkf= O|RRILICE 222 2P0 Cisl OF= 242 MeRILIE, f2f= 7t ER
2fef H2ft-SA EH ARIOIRCKD 5:6-7). J2i-+P2k= O 2 80| O S5t Skl ARIC| 2NIE L7 P|
Pl FAHE M=K RELCE S ARIS2 EO{= Of=2 ot ALHRE] 7 i{Rl0f] EELIEE 2L AP | S2F
OjPAH| SH X|Z01M CH O/ QEELIEL O] BF 152 H5 it X |S0)| ‘HARMSLICE CI 20| OFELH O
2AS SHet [P7EK| O IAS HICHSH 742 O| " M= S2 ARRISO0IELICE F2l= Eot 7= it
7RIS Y0 QLI = "TUE AHSE ARRIRILICE O] oF 7EH0fA 0] Ciol £9I2 Hitg == =X SAEE
X 10| 0|52 22 2D [6k= i Shamgar) OB BiICE OAZ|A OIZ0| Of L JZ42 SEO|E o=
SR S = QUBLCE OPI2 Wt 71-IRE ARIOPHLE S22 ASAS oDfet 4= USLIEL V7| Elish 27|
7} Z0| OfP | 20]| 12| O|E: SO} 17 M=dk= £V 1= A9| BT (RSLIEL 2k Biff= o=
Zoptaf2.5 OERI AT (FEELIEL 3 B0ll= A2 MIEAL XSS | ol DRt BEESHIIALE 7P UIRL
SLC CEE 3 82 5o W oM 252 == O ABERELEL =2 7712 AAIE A2 OfdLEL s5=
O| ASK= ERILICH nOM O OO0 OO0 OO0 [0 OO [0 OO, OP0|
VAR =12 AESHOIRRULIEL Of ZROIE A &2 Shamgar 2| 20| X[HEOIRESLIEE JZ402 Sl
ARRH600 HZ ZFELICE OPI2 BEA| S SO 2P fSk= 242 OFELIEE @612 J7F600 H| HAS miA
U= 242 O K2le| MFE epfelckn AZBH IO DRKEoR 2252 242 O St f2i= Ut
O IAZ FLRISKIC T SUELIEE 0PI SILIER| =R4l0= 7O (Ao| Ri=3 ZZ0HTT TIS0AH| K}
R ERIE TES CPRILIEL A=MC= 1= IVHIM Z=6H| Aok 25k 820t AIRIOIELICE
TFoF 70N Ji= 20 L= CFE 2 ARISECH 2N O B2 242 SFRISLCL

Things to think about
I have two comments to make from today's passage.
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God can use all kinds of people

What appeals to God is often surprising to human beings. We might think the biggest, strongest,
most handsome or smartest person is the most desirable. That would be the person we would choose
as a leader. Frequently in scripture we see that God does not care about these things. God often likes
to pick an unlikely person to carry out His work. That may well have been the case with both Ehud
and Shamgar. Ehud may have had a physical disability. In his culture and sadly in ours too this
would mean people looked down on him. But God can and did use him in a mighty way. God still
uses unlikely people to do extraordinary things. That includes you and me.

All it takes is a willingness on the part of the person, a faith that God can use you and a
commitment to obey and trust God.
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Using what we are given
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As you read through Judges you will note that on a number of occasions people use everyday
objects in unusual and innovative ways. Today we saw an ox goad, we will later on read about a tent
peg and when it comes to Samson, the jaw bone of a donkey. Imagine if you will Shamgar's
situation. A group of Philistines are approaching. What is Shamgar to do? He hasn't got any real
weapon to hand. Should he run away and hide? Or should he use what is available and trust God
that he can prevail? Of course, he chooses to fight using his ox goad. My point is this, many
Christians today give up, or don't even try to accomplish things because they don't feel properly
equipped. They say things like if only we had this or that we could be more effective. We might
never get the things we think we need. When we get the things we need we might decide we
actually need something else. Whilst we are inactive time is passing and opportunities are being
wasted. Let us then use that we have been given and be active in sharing the gospel and doing
kingdom work.
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