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24 So the children of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and
family; they went out from there, every man to his inheritance. 25 In those days there was no
king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
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Introduction

Today we bring our study of the twelve judges to a close. It's been quite a journey. Did you have a
favourite judge? I particularly liked the story of Ehud. Did you learn anything new or surprising? I
certainly hope that you did. I know that I have enjoyed examining this fascinating period of Israel's
history. I hope that it will encourage you to go and read the book for yourselves. There are many
other interesting parts that we passed over in this brief study.

As I said on a number of occasions the judges as a whole were flawed heroes. Men, and a woman
who God raised up to lead and judge His people for a period of time. At times, they were
courageous, faithful and brave. Characteristics worthy of our admiration and emulation. At other
times the judges reveal many of the worst aspects of human nature. We read about moments of
extreme violence, cruelty and brutality. Judges is filled with tales of murder, death, assassinations,
betrayals, sexual immorality and idolatry. It is of course these things that typically capture our
attention. But we would be misguided if we allowed our focus or interest to only rest on these
sordid events. This book is not included in God's revelation to only tell us about man's wickedness.
We only need to turn on our TV's to find out about the wickedness of human beings.

So what should be our takeaway from a study of the book of judges. The book has many things to
teach us. But I think our overall take away from this book should be as follows. Our loving and
merciful God is sovereign over all things. We love and serve a God whose love for His people
means that He wants to save them. We see again and again throughout judges that He sends them a
saviour or a deliverer. Though they do not deserve His mercy, He simply will not abandon them and
see them consumed by darkness. And we today should take great comfort from that. We have a
tendency to look down upon the people of the past and think that we are so much better.

We believe that we would never act in the foolish or naive ways they did. Time, I'm afraid for a
reality check. We are not so different from the ancient people of Israel. We might not be building
Asherah poles on Suri Mountain, but we still construct our own idols. Thankfully we serve a God
who does not change.

He was loving and merciful to His people in ancient Israel, and He remains the same to us, his
people today. The judges were human men and one woman. Like all human beings they were
fallible and flawed. They did bad as well as good things. But with God's empowering they did
mighty deeds and saved their people. We remember them today and thank God for His grace in
providing them.

Today I intend to do three things.

1. Review the second part of our study of Samson
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2. Draw some lessons that we can learn from the book of judges
3. Look at how the book of judges closes
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Review

Before we bring our study to a conclusion let us review what we looked at last time. Last time we
finished our study of Samson. We considered three events of his life. Firstly we looked at his
interactions with a prostitute. We then looked at his time with Delilah. Finally we considered his
dramatic death. Let me touch on those three areas again.
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His interactions with a prostitute
Samson was a complicated man. At times, he showed great faith in God and trusted that He was
watching over him. We see this for example when he allowed himself to be taken as a bound captive
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to the Philistines. He had complete faith that God would provide a means for him to escape. At
other times he seems to have been wholly consumed by his fleshly desires. His passions repeatedly
led him into bad situations. His encounter with the Philistine prostitute is one such example. She
lived in the coastal city of Gaza. Gaza was one of the most important Philistine cities and was the
site of a major temple to their god Dagon. It was a place that Samson should have avoided. But
Samson was frequently driven by his lustful passions. He met a prostitute and spent the night with
her. The people of Gaza soon learn that their bitter enemy is in the city. They close the gates and lie
in wait to capture him. Learning of their plan Samson sneaks out, and on his way rips out the city
gates which he carries up a nearby hill.

As we grow and mature in life we look back at our experiences and learn from them. The other
morning for example I was trying to balance my empty coffee cup, my cereal bowl, my cell phone
and a book on one hand. I ended up dropping them all. I learned that there is a limit to how much I
can balance on one hand. So Samson should have learnt something from his experience in Gaza
with the prostitute. Firstly that Philistine women were off limits and secondly that putting yourself
in a dangerous situation only brings trouble. Did Samson learn? Sadly not. Let us turn to consider
his experiences with Delilah.
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Samson and Delilah

The story of Samson and Delilah is probably one of the best known bible stories. Its appeal goes
way beyond believers and it has inspired writers, artists and movie makers for centuries.

We don't know the ethnic background of Delilah. She lived in valley of Sorek and seemed on very
good terms with the Philistines. This may have meant that she herself was a Philistine, or that she
was an Israelite who had adopted the culture and pagan religion of the Philistines.

She also may have been a prostitute, but the bible does not confirm this. Samson fell deeply in love
with this woman. Sadly she did not feel the same way about him. In fact when she was approached
by the rulers of the Philistines she was happy to betray him for money.

They wanted her to discover the secret of Samson's mighty strength. After three rounds of lies and
failures to restrain him she finally persuades Samson to reveal the truth. He tells her that if his hair
is cut off his strength departs. This was of course part of his Nazarite vow. As we said last time the
hair is not really the important thing here. The hair is merely symbolic of the vow one has made to
God. So what is important here is that God withdraws his empowering of Samson. After lulling
Samson to sleep Delilah calls someone into the room and Samson's head is shaved. Upon waking
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Samson believes his mighty strength can again save him. This time to his horror he discovers that
the Lord had left him. Samson is captured, his eyes are gouged out and he is imprisoned. Let us turn
next to Samson's dramatic death.
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Samson's death

A blind and dispirited Samson finds himself in a Philistine prison. They have given him the job of
wheat or grain grinder. All day long he ground in those no doubt hot and inhospitable conditions.
Now the rulers of the Philistines were very pleased to have captured their enemy. They decide to
hold a festival during which they will sacrifice to their god Dagon. I think we can imagine a
carnival like atmosphere. The pagan temple is packed with close to 3000 people. At some point
during the festivities someone says that it would be good fun to have Samson come out and perform
for them. Perhaps they wanted to see this once mighty man do a funny dance. So Samson is led out
by a boy to perform. After performing Samson asks to be propped against two of the pillars to rest.
Two important things had happened whilst Samson was in prison. Firstly his hair had begun to grow
back. Secondly it seems as if he had restored his relationship with God. He prays that God in His
mercy grant him one final favour. He wants the strength to bring the temple down on all of the
Philistines. God empowers him and the temple collapses killing all those inside. This brought an
end to Samson and the forty years that he had judged the nation of Israel.

The book of judges does not end with the death of Samson. There are a number of other important
events that occur. But they lie beyond the scope of this study. You will have to go and discover them
for yourself. Let us then consider what lessons we can learn from the judges.
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Lessons from the judges
God of course did not give us the accounts of the 12 judges just for interesting reading. Whilst they

do make for interesting reading we are expected to look beyond their literary or historic merits. We
are expected to learn and grow by reading, thinking about and applying what we read to our own
lives. I have four lessons we can learn from the book of Judges.
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1 Peace and rest comes only through being faithful

God had made what on the surface was a simple deal with the Israelites. If they were faithful to Him
then He in turn would bless them. What an amazing deal that is. In exchange for absolute love and
devotion the sovereign God of the universe will watch over us. God had never let them down before
He had promised to deliver them from slavery in Egypt. He fulfilled this promise by providing
Moses to guide the people out of slavery. He had promised to provide for them in the wilderness.
He fulfilled this promise by every day providing for their physical needs. He had promised them
their own land. He fulfilled this promise as led by Joshua they conquered and settled the promised
land. But instead of being grateful and faithful to God His people rebelled and rejected Him. We
saw this pattern repeated time and time again throughout Judges.

What was God's response? He withdrew His protective hands and allowed their peace and rest to
disappear. God's response to rejection is to allow people the opportunity to follow their hearts
wherever that takes them.

It as if God throws up His hands and says, “Well if this is really what you think will make you
happy then go for it.” When the people of Israel decided to reject Yahweh in favour of other gods
and goddesses what did God do? He allowed them to devote their worship to these worthless stone
and wooden images. What was the outcome for the people. Did these pagan gods bring peace, rest
and prosperity? They instead brought the opposite.

Today we live in a world in which we are encouraged to think that our future depends upon our
own efforts. We can look forward to good long lives if we work hard, save money and invest in the
future. Now I do believe that working hard, saving and being careful with what God provides is
important. However we must never forget that earthly treasures are never secure or stable. The
value of money can go both up and down. Property or possessions can be lost in theft, fire or natural
disasters. Investments can go badly. Companies can go bankrupt. Businesses can fail. So the only
real security we have in this life is having a strong and secure relationship with God. His promise is
rock solid. His precious children have His guarantee of eternal life in his presence. So let us never
forget that true and lasting peace and rest comes only through being faithful.
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2 Disobedience always brings judgment

Sometimes criminals seemingly “get away” with their crimes. The police for a variety of reasons
cannot catch the person who committed the crime. At other times the police may have strong
suspicions about who did it but lack the evidence needed for a conviction. On other occasions
criminals go on the run and are not caught before they die and can face judgement. But the truth is
that bad people do not ever really away with their crimes. Even if they die here on earth without
facing punishment they will soon enough stand before a holy and righteous judge in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The reality is that disobedience always brings judgment.

We see this vividly detailed throughout the book of judges. The people disobeyed God, did what
they wanted and were judged and punished. Again and again this happened without the people
seeming to learn from their past experiences.

But perhaps we should not judge them too harshly. After all we also commonly find ourselves in a
similar cycle. How often do we live in direct rebellion against God. How often are we guilty of
picking and choosing which commands of God we like and rejecting the ones we don't. Often it is
only when God acts and we face His discipline that we repent and turn back to Him.

So let us take the warning, and learn from those living through the period of the judges. God will
always punish rebellion against Him. This is not because God is mean or spiteful. Quite the
opposite. He punishes and disciplines us because He loves us. The exact same principal applies with
our earthly parents. We don't punish our children because we are mean or vindictive. We punish our
children to bring them back into line and for their own good. What we want is their willing, loving
obedience. That is exactly what God wants from us. He disciplines us to bring us back to Him so
that He can bless us. Far better though for us to be good and obedient children that do not need
punishment or discipline. Let us then never forget that disobedience always brings judgement.
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3 God is faithful even when we are not

This is one of the most powerful messages we should take from our study of judges. If God were as
fickle as human beings we would be in trouble. Fortunately for us God is ever faithful to those He
has chosen to save. We could hardly blame God if He had thrown up His hands in despair as the
people of Israel again turned from Him. After all He had done for them once again they decided
that Baal seemed like a better bet than Yahweh. But time and again we see throughout judges that
God remains faithful to His faithless people. He provided them judge after judge to deliver them.
Let us then be grateful that our loving heavenly father remains faithful even when we are not
faithful.
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4 Human beings are imperfect saviours look instead to the perfect saviour

The twelve judges given to us in the book of judges are an interesting bunch. We have mighty and

brave warriors. Judges who were comfortable wielding swords and who were fearless in battle. We
had judges who showed great cunning and intelligence. We had judges who were great motivators

and leaders of men. We equally had judges that were greedy and self serving. We had in Samson a

man who was unable to control his fleshly passions. What I am really saying is that because all of

the judges were human being they were all flawed. Like all fallen people they were sinners.

We should also remember that their acts of delivering the people from their oppressors was
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temporary. The bible tells exactly how long each judge held that position. The longest reign as
judge was the 80 years of Ehud. That was why every generation needed another judge. But in the
book of judges we see a foreshadowing of a future deliverer to come. Unlike the flawed judges we
have studied in this study this future deliverer would have no flaws. He would be able to provide
the perfect salvation for God's chosen people. His salvific work would be a once and for all defeat
of our enemies. There would be no need for any further deliverers.

So the ultimate take away from the book of judges is this. Though we are sinful and fallen, God in
His loving grace has provided for us the perfect saviour. The perfect deliverer to the bondage we
were in to sin and death. This deliverers name is the Lord Jesus Christ. He came to earth, lived the
perfect life and died on the cross in our place, as our substitute. He did all the work necessary. Once
and for all time. And if you want the free gift of salvation all that is required is that you confess
your sins, repent and then put your faith and trust in the person of Jesus Christ. Let us then never
take our eyes off our perfect deliverer.

Let us then bring our study of the book of judges to an end by seeing how the book closes.

00 OO0 O 12 [ AAS2 S0ER FRR/ILEL R20Hi= 2261 82t TS0 | RS
S | 2IFEH M0 20| Q= ENE 2= 283 iiziehit XVEE BOEE TAISO0| QRELEL
2/oil= fICtict &7 0Kt QR 10| XIEXIRIE IS0 | JUSLIEL L2 PiMHIE ERART SRR IRISE !
SLC i D0 OO0 OO OO 0 Mo 0 . o000 O OO MO M Od ha4d
0| QR IOP | 20| 15 B57HE0| QUCH= ZIQIL IO} o OO0 o (O L . KA
S 20 20| Al= LARIC! A 7 [Q6HoF ShIEL, 42 2 Ep L A XRIE H0ft @2 FRIREEX
el LefELCE oo IO O O O [T 80 S0RKSLICE 227 | R0 2= MCHofl= CE At
7 EORSLICE J2-FARY PN R2f= 22 TRIKR| oS |LIEE S2P7H0| SO St Zat Ql=
Rt ER| O] DRHR| M K= Z210| 9IS LI J= SR ERSHEOI| 2Ftio TS HiE = U2 A
O[RELICE J0| 71 AR 2[00 MES ThHO|| 2FHS| THIAP |= Z0IRSLIEE Tf Of AP | ESSIK| O
2 ZLCE T2 AP 0] STKR1 S 2 OO HIE REPHEP QI ERRIKE SR AR 252
L= Sl 2Ftot TMESS Dzl RELIEL 2P+ ERFAILO] S0 QUE FOfA ke THRIKIO RILICE
O| 7RIXI2| OIF2 = Off= 2O RMLIEL, 122 O] BHOY| A4M 2P0 42 A L2 IS TSI AP 0]
M Q2P| CHEER S0P RIELEE J= Tesh mE AS FUSL T FRls| 2|10 SHA0| 10| HK F= Mz
2 ol TAI0| T o] FE J1HESEN SPiSt LS O T2 AEO| QR4S Bli= Rigt 2Rk QOH EIL It
J2{0= 220 eFvs KoM A2 =2 K| ZAIEE 2 CFS 1 30| OfEA| DIF2 | i=X] 20 AR ]
Cliot OHIE DK== SALCE

24 So the children of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and
family; they went out from there, every man to his inheritance. 25 In those days there was no
king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

Most of us prefer books, films or TV dramas to have a happy ending. We like it when things are
resolved in a positive or uplifting way. We want the hero to win, the boy and girl to live happily
ever after, the bad guy to be beaten or sent to jail. Sadly the book of judges does not have a happy
ending. We would like it to end with the people once again repenting and finally and permanently
turning back to their loving heavenly father. Sadly this is not what happens.

In verse 25 we read that in those days there was no king in Israel. This is the fourth time that the
writer has used this expression. We might read this and think it refers to a human king. This is
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certainly true. One of the problems that began to manifest itself at this time in Israel's history was
envy and jealousy. They looked around at their pagan neighbours who all had kings and wanted a
king for themselves.

They perhaps imagined that things would be much better with a king leading them.

That under a strong king tribal squabbles could be settled and the people would rally around their
ruler. Probably they thought that under a strong king they could become a powerful nation. God
would eventually allow them to have a king rule over them. He would be Saul and after a good
start as king things soon went downhill.

However when we read here at the close of judges that there was no king we need to look beyond a
human ruler. The major problem at this time, and still in Israel today is that they do not have the
rightful king on the throne. Had they properly respected, worshipped and obeyed God how different
things might have been. Instead the people were at best apathetic towards God. They acknowledged
His presence but did not really seek to obey and honour Him properly. At worst, they rejected Him
completely and turned to the pagan gods of their neighbours. Both of these attitudes are captured in
the expression everyone did what was right in his own eyes. Or let me put it another way. Because
human beings know what's best we don't need God. It is a rejection of God's perfect standard in
favour of what individuals believe is morally right. Naturally God is not pleased when human being
act in this way. As a consequence He may decide to withdraw His blessings and sometimes His
protection. This is what happened repeatedly to the Israelites. So this, sadly is how this
approximately 400 year period of the time of the judges ends.

I wish I could bring things to a close by saying how much better the world is today. However that
same description still applies, everyone did what was right in his own eyes. The western world is
slowly but surely destroying itself. The reason is very simple, it has rejected God's perfect standards
and tried to replace them with the foolish, ever changing ideas of human beings. God's standards
have been shoved aside. Christianity is mocked or ignored. The bible is ridiculed and scoffed at.
Those that stand up for God's values are called old fashioned or bigoted. So what are Christians to
do?

They are to do what they have always been called to do. To stand firmly upon the truth of God's
Word. To be loyal and humble servants for the Kingdom. To share the gospel message to a lost and
dying world. And to eagerly await the return of their once and for all deliverer. The Lord of Lord
and King of Kings; the Lord Jesus Christ.
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