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Scripture: Judges 2:7-10

7 So the people served the Lorp all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lorp which He had done for Israel.
8 Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LoORrD, died when he was one hundred and
ten years old. 9 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Heres,
in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. 10 When all that generation
had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know
the Lorp nor the work which He had done for Israel.
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Introduction

As I may have told you before I am a big fan of western movies. I started watching them as a child
and ever since I have loved cowboy films. As a boy I had a little cowboy outfit complete with a
holster with my very own toy six shooter. I know that the world depicted in western movies is often
stylised and unrealistic. I am sure that life in the American west was not exactly how Hollywood
depicts it. But behind the fiction lies a certain degree of reality. The first settlers who moved west
did face a difficult challenge. The native Americans were often hostile and resented their presence.
The settlers had to be ready to fight and defend their families from attack. Also in a frontier like
atmosphere law and order was at times lacking. Sometimes you had to take the law into your own
hands. This absence of official law and order allowed people to act in lawless ways. It is not
surprising then that when we think about this period of time it is we often think about gun-fighters
and outlaws

In some striking ways the situation facing the people of Israel in the book of Judges is similar to the
first settlers moving west in America. Here they were entering a hostile land with inhabitants who
did not want them there. So for God's people the land of Canaan was a wild and lawless place.
Occupied by a wicked and pagan people. The Israelites would need to fight in order to secure the
safety of their nation. Also just like in the American west systems of governance and order had yet
to be established.

Prior to this time there had been one human leader appointed by God to lead the nation. The nation
has been united behind Moses and then Joshua for almost 50 years. Now each individual tribe was
required to act independently to conquer their own area and govern their own affairs. In doing this
properly they would need to remain obedient and faithful to God and not allow themselves to be
corrupted. It would be as we will see throughout the book of Judges something they would struggle
to do. But of course these were God's special people. So we would not expect Him to stand by and
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allow them to constantly fail. So as we study the book we will see God time and time again stepping
in and providing judges; men and a woman to correct, lead and guide His chosen people.

oA W Fo] = AR st AU WYY b ol e AHne] J5E
Abkal 7] ARty oh 240l 912 1 s Ul AHale] ARk A frE o) g AER o)
B 2 o) %3E HFUT AR stol ot AL $5 P ske wd
AR olehis A it Ui w5 ARl A9 o] Fe) ot BASHE A3} 4] 2
A ekgkehal AT el 37 ol ol Jrme] @ile] FULE 4RO o] F
@ Az AAUEe ool g walel s ohlel sl AFUe £ 440l
59 EAE WAL BAUE L Mg Foh5lof glojo A A0 = r
8 s elol AL £ sk B8 S AN i A Ao o] S
G 0 A o Solok el ol 19 54481 54 A8 o 2 A

e el g o2 At £ AL, feskof AV1E 42 W 28 B

ook T AE AZTTHE A& weh Do obguith o w w4 AL oA ova}oﬂ

o] ARl g e w5 MR o F9 H20] AR fAFI o 7o) 4] 5L

S A 5L AshA @ FRES B A A9 o Holsbn dedGU 1 n
1

= s o] W ol Al Zhuel w2 A AL F 3k SLo] AF U L Abebskal o alE A
o] AR AFULE ol el WA & o] obdds BHsky] el A9 oF eyt g |
I B A 9 vl A 2 A A A9 A A o] AlElo] ofF] el R 9ok T o] A
ol 7ol ShidAA 1 ks 1wt ekl @ Abgte] AwAs) AU 1
vk 719 50 Bk mAlsk s 5oke] HE o]o] st H AU oA 7 A4

5 Aol GG Juam Ao 4FE Bela) 8 Yo Yol A

o o] &= AASH sk bl el A :L—e—% stz A =Fsta o4 oHOk st A
o] FufjstA] Fr= 6H0k FUT ARPIE Sd 1ol ehefal A S Bl E Y
O} e} BE o8 shbde] SHa AgEelAg Ut 1 ne Sei 1ol 2
of A Z1=o] #elo] Aufsims w74 Zloleha 7vshA] & Adyth. e
A E7E o] As s A sty A AlESA YA Al ks Al g st A
= B 2 ADU T wAbe oAb gale] wlek WA vpE A lEshy T

E

Al
S

Setting the scene
Before we look at the Judges themselves let us take some time to set the scene. In order to do this

we need a brief history lesson. I will do my best to summarise this long and complicated period of
history.

Let's begin with the nation of Israel living in Egypt. We are very familiar with the story of Joseph
and his brothers. They were envious of their pampered brother and sold him into slavery. He was
taken to Egypt and had many interesting adventures. Ultimately he became a powerful and
influential man which meant that he could invite his family to come and join him. We know that
Joseph's family led by Jacob came to settle in Egypt. The bible tells us that the family (the nation of
Israel) numbered 70 people at this time and that they settled in Goshen. The family of Jacob and the
generations of people who came from them would remain in Egypt for 400 years. By this time they
had grown considerably in number. The Egyptians were fearful of them and sought to make their
lives miserable.

It was at this point in history that God intervened. He sent them a leader; Moses who would lead
them out of Egypt and to a special place chosen by God. Moses lead the people out from Egypt and
into an area we now call the Sinai. God in His grace had delivered the people from the bondage of
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slavery. Unfortunately the people were ungrateful and disobedient. Their lack of faith would result
in dire consequences. They would be made to wander around the wilderness for 40 years. Moses
himself also faced punishment. He was not permitted to enter the promised land of Canaan.

The actual conquest of the land of Canaan would fall to his replacement Joshua. He was a military
as well as political leader. You can read about the conquest in great detail in the book of Joshua. The
conquest itself took around 6-7 years before it was considered complete. When we say complete we
do not mean that all the previous inhabitants of the land were now defeated and gone. It did
however mean that the major kings and armies residing in Canaan had been defeated. The Israelites
were now the occupying power and could move gradually into the conquered areas. This slow
occupation of the land had all been a part of God's plan. Each tribe would occupy an area and would
be responsible for subjugating the pagan people who lived there.

So when Joshua died the leadership went from a strong national leader to the various tribal leaders.
They were expected to stay focused and committed to purging the land of the pagan Canaanite.
However as we will see throughout Judges this was not what happened. Instead of staying strong
and focused the individual tribes became weak. They allowed themselves to become corrupted by
the evil influences around them. They fell into idolatry and God was forced to intervene to get them
back on course. The way he intervened was by sending special leaders, or we might say saviours
known as judges.

So now we have set the historic scene let me say a few words about what we mean by the term
judges.
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Judges

Today when we hear the word “judge” we think of a person presiding over a court-room. A person
tasked with adjudicating on a trial and passing a judgement. In ancient Israel we do see a similar
office. Moses had ordered the people to appoint judges in every Israelite town to settle civil disputes
(Deut. 16:18). However this was not really the role of the judges we read about in the book of
Judges. Here they do not appear to be responsible for legal issues and passing legal judgements on
people. Neither do they seem to be given the role of teaching the law to people. This always
remained the job of the priests. So what exactly was the job of the judge?
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The judges were special men and a woman who were appointed by God to lead the people in some
way. God had endowed them with particular qualities, for a particular purpose at a particular time.

We might think of them as deliverers or saviours who led the people to throw off their oppressors.

In practical terms they were a mix of a mayor, a marshal, a prophet, and a general. In simple terms
they were what was needed at exactly the right time. In our study we will look at all twelve judges
mentioned in the book.

The final thing I want to talk about here in my introduction is the recurring pattern we see in the
book of judges.
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Recurring pattern
As you read the book you will notice that the people fall into the same repeated way of behaving.

We refer to it as the “cycle of sin.” At the top we see that when the people are faithful and obedient
to God things go well. They are permitted to live in peace. However when they fall into sin, and
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particularly idolatry, God is not pleased. He sends a group to enslave or oppress Israel. The people
cry out to God for His mercy and deliverance. God recognises that they are repenting of their sin
and in His mercy sends a deliverer in the form of a judge. Through the help of the judge the people
are delivered. The joyful people praise God and live in faithful obedience for a short time. Sadly
however they soon fall into sin and the pattern repeats itself. The people of Israel seem incapable of
learning from their past mistakes.

Let us now turn to today's scripture.
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7 So the people served the Lorbp all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LorDp which He had done for Israel.

If you look in your bibles you will see that the book preceding Judges is the book of Joshua. The
book of Joshua ends with a very similar description of the death of Joshua. Joshua was a mighty
leader.

A brave and courageous general and political leader whom the people rallied around and obeyed.
We should never underestimate the power of good leaders to set a good moral example.

When a family, a church or a nation has a leader who seeks after the things God wants the positive
results are evident. Equally we need to be aware of how weak or indecisive leaders can lead to
decline, corruption or a general falling away. Under Joshua the people of Israel faithfully and
obediently served God.

That is the key take-way from this verse. Remember that Joshua and the other elders mentioned
here had lived through the wilderness wanderings. They remembered all of the amazing things that
God had done for the people. They also had lived through the conquest of Canaan. They had
witnessed how God had enabled their relatively small nation to take over the land. As a
consequence they sought after God and did not turn to other idols or sinful practices.
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8 Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lorp, died when he was one hundred and ten
years old.

We get given here some interesting details about Joshua. Firstly we are told that he was the son of
Nun. Secondly he is described as the servant of the Lord. This a deeply meaningful way to
describe someone. In scripture, it is only applied to great men like Moses (Deuteronomy 34:5),
David (Psalm 18:1), and the courageous prophets (2 Kings 9:7). Referring to him in this way
signals to us that Joshua was a very special leader who God used in a mighty way. It also highlights
that Joshua himself had a certain attitude. He was loyal and faithful to God and never sought to
enhance his own reputation or image.

We are also told that he was 110 years old when he died. Is this number significant? Would it have
meant something to the original readers? We cannot know for sure. If it was insignificant we might
wonder why it is mentioned. The writer could have simply said Joshua died as an old man. One
commentary I looked at contrasted Moses and Joshua. Moses died at 120 years of age. Twelve is a
very significant biblical number. It can be found 187 times in scripture! We see for example 12
tribes of Israel, 12 apostles, 12 cakes of unleavened bread placed in the temple.

The number 11 by contrast is one short of the perfect 12. So when Judas betrayed Christ the perfect
group of disciples was reduced by one to 11. The mighty Samson was betrayed by Delilah for 1100
pieces of silver. Meaning that all of Samson's good work was ultimately undone by his betrayal. Is
this what the biblical author is telling us? That all of Joshua's good work in leading the people and
conquering Canaan was undone by the betrayals that were to follow his death. Is it intended as a
warning to future generations that if they were not faithful God would reduce them in some way?
It's certainly a sobering thought. That within one generation so much might be lost.
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9 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Heres, in the
mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash.

Joshua was buried in the mountains of Ephraim.
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10 When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after
them who did not know the LorD nor the work which He had done for Israel.

This is a key verse in helping us understand what happens throughout the book of Judges. Once
Joshua's generation had died there was a dramatic and pronounced falling away from God. This is
actually a very sad indictment against the people of Joshua's generation. No doubt they got caught
up in “working for God” and doing what they thought necessary. Unfortunately however they
neglected one crucial thing. That crucial thing was to teach their children about God and all that He
had done for their nation. Because of this oversight this latter generation grew up without a
relationship with God or an appreciation of all He had done. Without this foundation in God it
meant that they would blow wherever the wind took them.
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Things to think about
I have two comments to make about today's passage.
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How will you be remembered?

I hope that all of you have many more years of life to look forward to. But lets hypothetically leap
forward to a time after you have died. How do you suppose you will be remembered? What do you
think people will say about you? We all hope to be remembered fondly by the people who knew us.
Joshua as we saw in today's passage was remembered in a very distinct and special way. He was
renowned as a mighty warrior and an excellent general. But he is remembered for being a servant of
the Lord. That should be our ideal. That is how we should have people remember us. As being a
loyal and faithful servant to the God who deemed us worthy of saving.
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Thinking properly about the future

I want to read you a quote from former US president Ronald Regan,;

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our children
in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or one
day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children's children what it was once
like in the United States where men were free.”

How true those words are. Not just for the USA, but for Korea and every other country that thinks
freedom is important. How relevant those words are today when so many seem happy to give away
hard fought freedoms. Once you give up a freedom you don't get it back. So think very carefully
before you agree to vaccine passports, restrictions on travel or other limits on your freedom.

But it's not just freedom that is important it's also our Christian heritage. I saw in the Korean Herald
newspaper recently that the number of Americans who identify as Christians had dropped 15
percentage points since 2007. In 2007, 87% of Americans identified as being Christian by 2021 this
had dropped to 63%. Its an alarming trend that is happening in many places.

It would be good if we could simply pass on our faith to our children though our DNA or some kind
of osmosis. Sadly this is not how it works. We must teach and train the next generation. If we fail in
our duty then we will be just like Joshua's generation. We will have failed and our children and their
children may not have a relationship with God. I urge you therefore to take your God given
responsibilities seriously. Let us think properly about the future and raise our children to know and
respect God.
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