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Scripture: 1% Timothy 3:14-4:5

14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed,
I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit,

Seen by angels,

Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving
heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their
own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain
from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and
know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is
received with thanksgiving; S for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
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Review

Today we will pick up where we left off last time. But before we do, let's review some of the key
points from last time. As I hope you all remember we looked at Paul's instructions regarding what to
look for when appointing people to leadership positions in the church.

Today we see many different models for church governance. Almost every denomination has its own
organisational structure. Some are probably better (more biblical) than others. Generally speaking |
favour a simple model with fewer levels of bureaucracy to contend with. As with any organisation
the more layers that exist the longer it takes to actually get things done. We all know how this looks
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in practice.

Can we support this missionary? He really needs our help. Well, I'll have to report your request to
this person. He will check it over, and then submit it to another person. Then there will be a
committee meeting and if they are in favour then your proposal will be put before the elder board.
Six months later something may have been decided.

In the first century the church was incredibly streamlined. It existed with just two layers of leadership
or authority. At the top were the elders. As I said last time three Greek words are used
interchangeably throughout the New Testament for office holders at this level. We have poimen
which translates as shepherd, presbyteros which refers to elders and episkopos which means
overseers or bishops. I should add that the plural forms of these words are used throughout scripture.
Although in some circumstances there may have been churches led by just one man the preferred
model was to have a plurality of leaders. An elder team. On a practical level this means that elders do
not get worn down by the demands of the job. They can also help, support and encourage one
another. It also helps with accountability. There are safeguards in place to prevent heresy entering the
church.

Below this upper level we have the diakonos or deacons. As I told you last time the word originally
referred to someone who served food. A person we would describe as a server or waiter/waitress
today. They were appointed to serve the church in a variety of ways. In the early church we see that
they did actually distribute and serve food to the widows and needy. But as time went on their role
expanded to include different acts of service.

Although the structure of the church across much of the world is different to how it was in Paul's day
one thing is the same. The one thing that always remains the same throughout all history is the
importance of selecting the right men for church leadership. Perhaps in a praise and worship team
you can get by if one of the singers is a little flat. But a church that is led by a man unqualified to
hold the office is doomed to failure. This is why Paul, inspired through the Holy Spirit gives us a
detailed set of criteria. A list of qualifications that must be met. Anyone desiring to hold a leadership
position is to be measured and assessed against this list. If he doesn't match up he is to be dismissed.
There may be something else he can do in the church, but he is not qualified to lead. Let's briefly
look at the list given for the office of elder.

Someone desiring such a position must be a morally upright person. They should not be someone
with a shady or sordid past. People in the community should see them as being men of honesty and
integrity. It's also important that this person is not a new believer. This is a job for someone who has
a degree of Christian maturity.

If they are married they are to be devoted husbands. Their attention and focus must be on their wife.
They shouldn't be flirtatious (or creepy) with other women.

If they are single men then they shouldn't be seen to be chasing women or using the office to seduce
women.

They must be clear or level-headed. They should not be people known for their extreme views or
changeable opinions. They should be hospitable meaning that they are open and willing to hosting
visitors or guests in their house. They are also called upon to teach. Someone who desires to hold this
office must be willing and able to teach others.

Clearly someone prone to heavy drinking or acts of physical or verbal violence disqualifies
themselves.

Paul then talks about how we might judge a potential candidate. We can do this by observing what
they are like at home. If they can manage their household well, and if their children and wife respect
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and obey them it all bodes well. It demonstrates that they could lead and guide the church.

Paul then goes on to discuss deacons. As I said last time there is a degree of overlap with the
qualifications. Although deacons are not leading the church as elders, or teaching it is still an
important position. Therefore potential candidates must meet a similar set of requirements. They
must be sober-minded and morally upright men. They, too, must treat their wives with respect and
honour. These men also must not be double-tongued. As we spoke about last week this most likely
refers to people who give different answers to different people. It's basically speaking of someone
who cannot be trusted because they are known to lie, exaggerate of embellish things, Interestingly,
Paul calls for a period of testing or assessment. It makes very good sense to see how these men
respond to the pressures of the job. If they prove to be worthy they can be given the position on a
more permanent basis.

I am sure that all churches including our own has a strict set of standards for elders or deacons. It is
right and proper that we do. God has given us a checklist and we should follow it. A brief word
before closing on the necessity for the man in question to meet ALL the necessary requirements.
There may be some who think that perhaps we might overlook a minor character flaw or two. This
particular man is great, he meets nearly all the criteria, but he's a bit of a flirt. He's got an eye for the
ladies. Can't we just overlook this foible. The answer is no. If a man fails on any of the qualifications
on the list he must be ruled out.

We will pick up in a moment where we left off last time at verse 14.
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14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly;

Paul shifts now to talk about the importance of the information he has just imparted. He explains to
us in plain terms his purpose in writing. It's very easy to get caught up in the minutiae of things and
lose sight of the bigger picture. Timothy was being asked to put a stop to errant teachers, correct false
doctrine and oversee the appointment of qualified men. That's quite a challenge. It would have been
very easy for Timothy to have gotten bogged down and lost sight of what we are ultimately working
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towards. Paul didn't want Timothy to fall into such a trap. It was Paul's desire to come to him in
person and deliver this message. But in the meantime he was writing this epistle to advise, encourage
and enlighten him until he could come in person. As we know Paul never got the opportunity to
return to Ephesus. There is an important lesson for us to learn from this.

We can make all the plans we like but whether they come to fruition all depends upon the sovereign
God of the universe. That is why we should always preface things by saying, “If the Lord wills I will
do this or that.” It simply wasn't God's will that Paul rejoin Timothy.

However it was God's will that Timothy had this amazing (God inspired) letter and the wealth of
information it contained.

Let us read on.
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15 but if I am delayed, 7 write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Like many of you I grew up before the time of smart phones, the internet, social media and all but
the most basic of computers. So I much prefer speaking to people face to face. If [ have some
interesting or important news to share I want to do it in person. Paul quite clearly wanted to come
quickly to Ephesus. The situation was serious and he knew that he could help sort things out. The
reality however was that he was delayed. Some unspecified thing was keeping him from making this
journey. His future travel plans being uncertain he writes this epistle to Timothy.

He writes with a particular emphasis in mind. It is to remind Timothy, and the other Ephesians of
how they are to conduct themselves in the house of God. Many commentators suggest that the word
“household” better captures Paul's meaning. How are we to behave in the “household of God.” He is
of course referring to the church. The church or the ekklesia (those called out) represent a family or a
household. God is our heavenly father and we spiritual brothers and sisters in Christ. So it is an
appropriate way to think about the institution of the church.

As an aside this is why I am always a little disappointed when people rush off after the formal
service ends. If you were attending a family function with your parents, siblings, aunts and uncles
present would you rush out after the meal without speaking to them? I highly doubt it. You'd stay for
a while and chat. You'd share your news, and inquire about how they are doing. Don't you think we
ought to do the same in this family setting?

Paul then reminds us that the household or church to which we belong is "the church of the living
God." The "living God" was a name often associated with God the Father in the Old Testament (see
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Psalm 42:2, Josh 3:10, 1 Sam 17:26). I mentioned back in sermon one how we often refer to a church
as being pastor so-and-so's church. So it's good for us to remember that although Pastor Kang is the
senior pastor here in this church we ultimately belong to Christ. It is His church and are here as His
servants doing what He has called us to do.

Next, Paul calls the church "a pillar and ground of the truth." This architectural imagery of a pillar
or column would not have been lost on the Ephesians. I spoke to you before about the temple of
Diana. If “Trip Advisor” had existed in the first century then this would have been the key
recommendation for visitors to Ephesus. Disneyland is fun, but the Temple of Diana. Wow!

This wonder of the ancient world possessed 127 marble pillars. Now the pillars were attractive and
pretty in and of themselves. But they were not just designed to be pretty. The function they served
was practical. They were necessary to hold up, or support the weight of the impressive roof.

So what Paul is saying here is that the church is the foundation and pillar that supports, or holds up
the truth. Or at least this is what it should be. We know this to be the reality. Where else in this world
can you go to hear God's Word preached without compromise? Where else can you go to hear that in
your sins you are condemned, but in the person and work of Christ Jesus you can be saved? You
certainly won't hear such things out in the world, in modern entertainment or on TV shows.

That so many churches today are liberal, weak and wishy-washy is a terrible indictment of how far
the west in particular has apostatised. This of course shouldn't be the case. The church ought to stand
proudly upright and bold as it presents God's truth to the world.

Let us continue.
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16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit,

Seen by angels,

Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.

In the final verse of this section, and indeed the chapter Paul introduces a doxology, or a short hymn
of praise. These poetic words may have already existed as a short song (hymn) when Paul recorded
them. Or, it's possible that the Holy Spirit inspired him to create them specifically for this letter. In
either case, their structure suggests they were part of a creed or hymn of some kind.

I'm sure that we would all agree that God's Word provides an inexhaustible source of spiritual truth.
Even if God granted me a further 100 years I could never preach or teach all that God's revelation
contains. Whilst all of God's revelation (truth) is important and valuable we are called to prioritise.
We are called to emphasis one particular body of truth over everything else. This vital truth is to form
the core of what we teach. I am of course speaking of the message of our Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ. There should be no debate or controversy about this among believers. Anyone who wants to
promote something else above this is missing the point (majoring on the minors) and is therefore to
be avoided.

Let us look briefly at the six statements of truth made regarding our saviour. Each one depicts a
vitally important aspect of Christ's life. As such they are the truth to which we must all cling tightly.
This brothers and sisters is what we believe.

e He was manifested in the flesh.
This speaks to the second person of the trinity (God the Son) taking on human flesh. He became fully
man and fully God. We refer to this as the incarnation.

e He was Justified in the Spirit.

We can say that Jesus was justified by the Spirit not in the sense that He was once sinful but made
righteous. But in the sense that He was declared to be, by the Holy Spirit, what He always was;
completely justified before the Father. He was perfectly sinless and without blemish.

e He was Seen by angels.



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 8 — Sermon Notes Page 8

On many occasions the elect (not fallen) angels witnessed the life and miracles of the Lord Jesus.
This is especially true of the resurrection. The angels also attended to Him on several occasions. This
fact again points to divine approval.

e He was preached among the Gentiles.

Before His ascension, Jesus commanded His followers to go and make disciples of all the nations
(Matt 28:19-20). Paul himself did his best to fulfil these statements.

He devoted his life to preaching Jesus among the Gentiles and bringing the world to belief.

e He was believed on in the world

Many came to belief after hearing Christ preached. At the first public preaching of the gospel after
Christ’s resurrection, 3,000 people were saved (Acts 2:41). The good news proclamation has not
stopped since this time. Like ripples on a pond the message went out to the world. Still to this day
God is working to bring people to Himself.

e He was received up in glory.

The final line here speaks of Christ's accension. His work now fully complete God took Him up into
heaven. This act showed that God was pleased, and fully accepted that Christ had accomplished His
mission.

I think the late John MacArthur beautifully, as he so often did summarises this passage.

“In six short stanzas, this hymn summarizes the gospel. God became man, died for our sins,
triumphed over death, was honored by angels and feared by demons, and ascended into heaven. This
message was preached all over the world and many believed and were saved. That is the heart of the
message it is our mission to proclaim to the world.”

Now, we as the church are awaiting His second coming. He who went up to heaven is one day
returning in a similar fashion. It may well be soon. Only God the Father knows.

The YouTube algorithm recently recommended an interesting video. The presentation was all about
Christ's imminent second coming. It recounted research conducted by Kim Young-Hoon. You may
have heard of him because it is claimed that he is the world's smartest man. Apparently he has a
documented IQ of 276. He is a believer and claims that the signs are all converging. It is his belief
that Christ will return in this generation. As I said a moment ago only God the Father knows the
precise time. So even the smartest man in the world is not privy to this information. But it's prudent
to live as if He could return at any moment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnetU7WDOAw

Whilst we wait for Christ's return there is much to be done.

We turn next to chapter 4. The chapter begins with Paul warning Timothy, and by extension us of the
danger of complacency. If we take our eyes off the truth as outlined above, and allow other interests
to emerge we risk falling away into apostasy.

Let's look at verse 1 of chapter 4.
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1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

Paul was not surprised at the rise of the false teachers (certain individuals) in Ephesus. That these
men would emerge and damage the church had been something he had predicted. Lest we forget this
was a deeply occultic city. A place that had a demonic darkness at its core. It was therefore at the
very front lines of the unseen spiritual battle between the forces of good and evil. Satan and those
under his control would not give it up without a fight.

Let me take you back to Acts chapter 20. Paul had sent for the Ephesian elders. They had travelled to
the city of Miletus to meet with him. This is what he told them.

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I
did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. (Acts 20:28-31)

Paul is telling Timothy that what he is recording here is coming directly from the Holy Spirit. This
has confused some because there is no specific quotation in scripture that matches. This is no cause
to become alarmed. It's easy enough to answer. Either he was given a unique and special revelation
by the Holy Spirit. Or he was quoting from some non-biblical source. But the simplest and most
likely, explanation is that Paul is just recording a clear teaching of Jesus. Here are our Lord's own
words,

For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect. (Mark 13:22)
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So, while the specific words recorded here in 1 Timothy 4:1 are not found elsewhere in the Bible,
they reflect a truth which the Holy Spirit "expressly" taught.

Paul then provides us with a time frame or reference. The things he is talking about will occur in the
“latter times.” When you might ask are the latter times?

Clearly Paul is including the time in which he and Timothy were living. It would be pointless
warning Timothy of an event that was centuries away. But wrapped up in the term “latter days” is all
the church age. The latter times began after the time of Christ's ascension, and the birth of the church
and will run until His return.

During this time we will see some depart from the church. The problem that will plague the church is
that some within it will be deceived and leave the church. What we are talking about here is
apostasy. This means that some who were at least claiming to be Christian are departing or leaving
the faith. Their supposedly solid faith is shaken and this results in them relinquishing their grip and
allowing the truth to slip away. The reason for this is very simple. They are no longer listening to and
following the truth of the gospel as delivered by Paul. As we have seen before fables, myths and
other stories had crept in and diluted the truth. These people had turned from the truth and are now
listening to and being persuaded by demonic forces and deceiving spirits.

This is the only place in the pastoral epistles where demons are mentioned. Some are shocked that
Satan would have the audacity to use men in the church to accomplish his mission. So be warned.
Satan can, and does use professing Christians in the church. It is one of his favourite tactics. This is
why you need to be on guard and check what you are taught against scripture. Even in church you
need to be wearing your armour. Remember to sit under false teaching that contradicts the truth of
Scripture is to be taught by demons, and to put one’s mind and soul in jeopardy.

In Paul's day to depart from the faith (the gospel truth) might mean to go back into pagan worship
practices. Perhaps it might lead you to think that you could cover all religious bases by worshipping
Christ along with several other gods too.

Today it might manifest itself in the idea that the church should be all about the social gospel. That
our purpose as a church is to bring about societal reform. Or perhaps in the idea so popular today that
teaches that God is really all about love and therefore is fine with homosexual unions. Or as I have
heard in some churches that the “God of the Old Testament is a moral monster.” Therefore we should
ignore this part of the bible entirely. These are all examples of the doctrines or teachings of demons.

Satan and his helpers remember are in the business of undermining truth, and if possible destroying
people's faith in the process. This is why Timothy's task was so important.
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2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

This verse tells us a little about the character and nature of these demonically influenced men. They
are hypocritical liars. To be a hypocrite is not to practice what you preach. At times, we can all be
guilty of this. As parents, we tell our children to use their time productively whilst we spend an hour
gazing at our smart phones. We tell people at work that they should have a healthier lifestyle and then
after work we eat a junk food dinner.

As I may have told you before the origin of the Greek word hypocrite comes from the world of the
theatre. A hypocrite (hypokrites in Greek) was a stage actor. In Greek plays the actors wore masks on
stage which enabled them to play different characters in the same play. So in effect they were
speaking from behind or underneath the mask. The mask portrayed one thing and the voice
something else. Over time the word was used to mean someone who was pretending to be someone
they were not.

So here Paul is saying that these men are wearing a Christian mask but underneath they are
promoting the ideas and teachings of Satan. They may wear a mask of religion, work in the church,
write Christian books, teach in a seminary but it's all just an illusion. You are not seeing who they
really are. These men are not speaking the truth of Christ.

Paul then tells us how they were able to do this. It is because their consciences were seared with a
hot iron. What does this mean? I'm glad you asked. I'm sure you've seen the scene a dozen times in
movies or TV dramas set in past centuries. Let's say during a battle our hero is hit in the leg by an
arrow. What does he do? He could wander around with it sticking out and dripping blood. Or he
could pull it out and carry on fighting? The problem with pulling it out is that it will cause more
blood to flow and may become infected. Ancient battlefields were seldom kept clean. So what our
brave hero does is cauterize the wound. He heats up a knife in the fire, yanks out the arrow and then
presses the hot knife to the wound. OUCH! But the wound is sealed. It can't get infected and off he
goes without a care in the world.

This is in effect what Paul is saying has happened to these men's consciences. They have been
cauterized. The conscience remember is that little internal voice that tells us that what we are doing is
right or wrong. The consciences of these demonically motivated men has been seared or burned by a
hot iron so that they no longer feel any pain. It's now numb to any sensation. The cannot hear their
conscience and therefore respond appropriately. This means they do not feel the shame or anguish
they should because they have departed from the truth. Let us read on and see what specific false
doctrines they promoted.
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3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of
God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; 5 for it is sanctified
by the word of God and prayer.

As I have mentioned before these men had fallen into the practice of legalism. Simply put legalism
promotes the idea that a person can earn righteousness by adhering to a list of man made rules. The
appeal of legalism is that it lays out neatly in black and white what to do. You can print it out and
stick it on the refrigerator. If I do A, B, C and D then God will be pleased and I will be earn His
favour. Sorry, if that's what you think. But that's not how things work.

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph 2:9)

So these wicked men were teaching that God would judge you as being more holy or spiritual if you
did not marry. What lies behind this teaching (and also the prohibition on certain foods) is the idea of
asceticism which grew out of the gnosticism developing at this time. Asceticism is the belief that if
we reduce, or preferably eliminate altogether the pleasures of life we can devote ourselves more fully
to “spiritual things.” This is why monks and nuns even today separate themselves from the world and
live in bare rooms without modern conveniences. Does it work?

Well, I suppose we could make the case that if we went up onto the mountain without our smart-
phones to pray and have quiet time with God then that might be beneficial. In fact, I do it from time
to time and find it to be a calming and rewarding experience. But does it make me more holy? Am I
earning favourable points that I can later cash in with God? Most definitely not.

So these false teachers were telling people it was wrong to marry. I should point out at this point that
there is nothing wrong with remaining single. Paul himself never married and felt that he could better
devote himself to the Lord's service because of it. In truth being married or single is equally good.
What is wrong however is making a blanket statement to forbid the practice to everyone and suggest
that not marrying makes you extra special.

These men were also putting prohibitions against eating certain kinds of foods. As I have said before
these men may have either been Jews, or Gentile converts who were drawn to Judaism. In Judaism
there are boundaries on what can and cannot be eaten. We refer to these as the Kosher food laws.
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Again there is nothing wrong with not eating certain foods. If you decide for example to stop
drinking coffee or eating chocolate then you are free to do so. I pity your poor choice, but it's up to
you! What would be wrong would be you promoting the idea that abstaining from coffee or
chocolate made you more holy or spiritual.

Paul then goes on to explain why forbidding marriage and imposing dietary restrictions is wrong. Are
you ready? It's really very simple. The reason is that God designed marriage and God created the
creatures (all things) that we enjoy eating. This means that they are GOOD things. God, due to His
nature cannot create something bad or evil.

Therefore to stop people marrying is to suggest that this God made institution is bad. Or, to say that
people shouldn't eat certain food is to imply that this produce lovingly provided by God is bad.

What all of this means is that we are free to eat whatever we please. Go ahead and enjoy your coffee,
chocolate, kimchi, hamburgers and acorn jelly (okay, not the acorn jelly). Jesus affirms this fact.

18 So He said to them, “Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not perceive that
whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, 19 because it does not enter his heart
but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?” (Mark 7:18-19)

This means that under the New Covenant of Grace we are at liberty to eat whatever we please. The
Kosher laws do not apply to Christians. Now, please don't get carried away. This does not mean we
should eat with wild abandon. We should eat wisely and in a way that is good for the bodies God has
given us. In fact in the church age we might say that God is more concerned with HOW much we eat
rather than WHAT we eat. We are to be in control of our appetites and not the other way round.

Paul concludes with the reassuring fact that when we are thankful and pray over our food it in effect
purifies it, or makes it holy. This also applies to Halal foods. I'll speak more about this in a moment.
We can and should use what God has given us. The foods He has provided for us are both delicious

and nutritious. When we eat them we must never neglect to properly give Him thanks.

When we do so it brings Him glory.

I want to take a few moments to speak about Halal foods.
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Halal foods

Many food or drink items we buy today have little labels that identify them as being “Halal.” People
have raised the issue with me on a number of occasions so now seems an appropriate time to address
it.



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 8 — Sermon Notes Page 17

Halal is an Arabic term meaning “permissible” or “lawful.” It refers to foods or drinks that Muslims
are allowed or permitted to consume. Halal foods adhere to specific guidelines outlined in the Qur'an.
These include the type of animal, the method of slaughter, and the absence of prohibited substances
such as alcohol and pork. The main issue that raises concerns for Christians is that as part of the
production process Allah's name is pronounced over the food. This blessing over the food is as
follows, “Bismillah, Allahu Akbar.” This may be translated as something along the lines of, “In the
name of Allah the greatest and most merciful.”

The question is what does all of this mean for Christians. Can we eat Halal foods? The answer is a
nuanced yes. Let me explain.

As we have previously established the Bible does not impose dietary restrictions upon believers. We
are permitted to consume whatever we wish. All the things we eat were created by a loving God who
provided these things for our pleasure.

What about the blessing? Hasn't this food been offered up to an idol? Well, think of it like this,
pronouncing the name of a false (non-existent) god does nothing to the food physically or spiritually.
It would be like me offering my food to the Viking god Thor. Me pronouncing the name of Thor over
my chicken burger does nothing to the food to make it less healthy or palatable. It also has no deeper
spiritual impact on the food. The “spirit of Thor” has not entered my burger. There is only one God
and He is the only creator.

However as I said it is a nuanced yes. If your conscience is troubled by it. If you feel it is wrong to
buy or consume such foods then you should avoid foods with the Halal label. Also if you are with
people who are troubled by this issue then the loving thing to do would be to also avoid Halal foods.
Even though you may not personally find it problematic be loving and try not to offend them.

My closing advice is always to offer a prayer of thanks to the creator God whenever you eat or drink.
This should be done over any food, and especially foods with a Halal label. Doing this ensures that
the item is purified and shows that you are properly honouring God who provided it.

RN

LS PEPEARE B2 SA01LHS20= "2 halal " 02K Kol 22 21H0| =20] QELIEE ARIS0| Ko O]
S O H EZ=0 X |=0] HEEE MEs AP Zal It

S22 OOIZ "S5 f=permissible" Th= "SR awful" S S EE P20 A5l tl= 2401Lt2
22 PRI S AE2 F2I0|| BAE £ XES FZ=2I L oP Pils S22 55 =53 J2[n o=
20|+ ER[ RF 282 SIBEIX| 42 M=EC| AR ZAPH ERIELCL 7[5 uRIS0| 71 R26l= SNl= bt oPd
of U= AURJO| 00| MAHEICK= ZILIC} SA0]| Lot O Z52 " Bismillah, Allahu Akbar ", "HEHSEL X}
HIZ2R4 2efo| OjFc= 2| SiAdE! o= QBLICE

A= 7 1=1QIE0| 0PI OfEA| BIOIS00F SH=Y (RILIEE R2l= 2E SA2 2 == Q71 B2 OIESH|
nuanced "Off' QILICE AFSH E2RESLICE

BN CSIRO| FE2 LIRS0 442 MoK | BELE f2el= #ol= X2 F90EE =
7t B= BE X2 AHO| R BN R2P 7 1B| HE=S O2sH 2= 2L

?
i

IFk =2

Usjo| =2 OfEj 0 SAI0| LA HEE! 20| OpTler O AZIBH wAIQ, ZRSIK| St 75 Al]
0|22 LSsl= 242 SAD| SRMROR! QIO 0221 Qiske DKIK| QISLICE OFK| P HHIOR) Al E20pp

SAIS HiXj 2t ZALICE AP FRRZ BP{O] D £20] 0jS2 SS3iCk s 410 ZZISHK| Q74LH0] 8}
O} 242 ORILICE 5+ SAN| T 22 QIRI0] IS 2R QAL I} " E20] @O A B {0f SORH 20| Of



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 8 — Sermon Notes Page 18
ELICE Si-FE2 @& ot FON B =210 Fot MO RILEL

SIRIZE APt OJ=SpA| Ol 2l EisUEE 2 2ief 20| Stlo| 2 iESEH et I3 S4E AP
He= 20| ZXORHL AZRICIH 2 21 80] 22 SA2 Dok bRt 21 2IoF OPA =0 N2SH= AlRS
h2PH LK 2 AES Tol= 20| AMEE 20 ARIRILEL O 7IRMozE= O 84S Y= 20| 2
AP SR 7RI, AIRE HiZ1 52| OFS0| Solk| == H0MIR.

DRBIOR, 24 D! PICH S5 Sl 2iA} 7I=5 ERpf HRBICE Ofd SAOIS, S6| 22 i}l
= SARIR! L TRiLIFE ORM SR ol SA10] BekERiS 2ok, 1 242 T olf=i2 e
S D2 5Ol 4+ QLFL

Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.

M= 59| 712R0IM & 71K 22 FUSLIEL
1 Hold fast to what is important

It's very easy to become distracted. As a teacher it's hard these days to keep, and hold children's
attention. Young people today growing up with smart phones have been conditioned to seek constant
exciting stimulants. So listening to a boring man talk about English grammar is incredibly dull.

In Ephesus the false teachers had sought novel and unique ways to capture people's attention. In this
endeavour they had been highly successful. People were abandoning the truth of the gospel to go
after enticing things that fascinated or tickled the ears.

Things are not all that different today. I have spoken before about how we can be enticed away from
the solid truth of the gospel and wander off onto topics that are speculative or unhelpful. We are
sometimes just as gullible as the ancient Ephesians. Paul as we saw today reminds us of where our
hearts and minds should be. He's like a teacher rapping on the desk and calling our wandering eyes
back onto him. Or, in truth not to him but onto our chief interest as Christians. Our chief interest is
Jesus Christ. He is always to be at the centre. So once again its self-assessment time. Ask yourself
honestly. Where are your eyes? Are you looking to Christ? Where is your mind? Are your thoughts of
Him? Do you live to make Him happy?

If not then it's time to give up what is drawing you away and instead hold fast to what is truly
important.
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2 The danger of legalism

Legalism can be defined as any attempt, however sincere, to live a life that is pleasing and acceptable
to God through efforts to conform to an extra biblical set of rules or conduct. We saw it emphasised
in our passage today. The false teachers in Ephesus were telling people that in order to please God
and be more spiritual they should not marry or eat certain foods.

The great danger of legalism is that is distorts the way we see God. It can lead to us viewing our faith
walk as simply being an attempt to follow God’s strict laws or rules. This strips the joy away from
our faith. It draws us away from the reality of a loving and caring Heavenly Father.

When we become locked into a legalistic mind-set we start to believe that God’s favour must be
earned, and that our obedience is the key to unlocking His blessings. This approach to God’s law
leads to a myopic focus on our own efforts, rather than on the generosity and grace of God.

There are lots of ways in which legalistic thinking can impact our Christian lives. Whenever we find
ourselves saying, “I must do this or that,” or, “It's wrong for me to do whatever,” we should stop and
think. Is this a genuine prohibition laid down in scripture? Or is this some self-made rule that [ am
allowing to mar my walk with Christ. Let us all be aware of the dangers of legalism.
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