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Scripture: 1% Timothy 1:18 -2:7

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made
concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good
conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of
whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to
blaspheme.

1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in
the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I was
appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying—a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
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Review
We continue on today with our study of Paul's first epistle to Timothy. But before we pick up where
we left off last time let me briefly review the highlights from last week's study.

As we have discovered Paul was writing this letter to Timothy in Ephesus. Paul had originally
established the church in this important city in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). After more than
two years the church had successfully been planted and had begun to grow. Paul left it in the
capable hands of the pastors and elders he had trained. However in the intervening years problems
had arisen.

The truth and purity of the gospel originally preached by Paul had been muddied and distorted.
False ideas, philosophical thinking, myths and fables and unhelpful speculation had crept in. The
pulpits had become places where the dissemination of false ideas was being propagated. This was
not a situation that Paul could sit back and allow to develop. However he was needed elsewhere.
Therefore he decided to leave Timothy behind as his official representative. Timothy would act as
Paul's spokesperson and hopefully get the church back on track. Paul knew Timothy's character
well. They had worked together for some time. So Paul was well aware of Timothy's flaws. He was
rather timid, reserved and prone to being sick and weakly. Sorting out the Ephesian church required
courage and fortitude. Therefore Paul wrote the epistle to encourage him.
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Last time we saw that Paul encouraged Timothy by recounting his own personal testimony. As I
said last time personal testimonies can be powerful things. This is especially true when they
genuinely reveal the transformative power of God.

I remember Pastor John MacArthur telling the story of a notorious motorcycle gang leader (a Hell's
angel). The first time this man entered the church he rode his motorbike down to the pulpit, lassoed
the pastor and dragged him out of the church. The second time he entered he fell to his knees and
devoted his life to Christ. That's the irresistible power of Christ. It's hard not to be fired up with
passion after hearing stories like this. Paul's own conversion story is also a compelling and
captivating tale.

Most of us are familiar with the Apostle Paul's backstory. If you were here last time I gave quite a
detailed account. Let me briefly summarise the main points here.

The man we refer to today as the Apostle Paul was born as Saul to a devout Jewish family in the
city of Tarsus in Cilicia. His father was a Pharisee. Its safe to assume therefore that from a young
age he would have been schooled in the Hebrew scriptures and the Law of God. At the age of 12 or
13 he was sent to Jerusalem to continue his learning under the renowned rabbi Gamaliel. Under his
guidance Saul grew and matured into an exceptional lawyer. When we say “lawyer” we mean an
expert on God's law.

He was certainly zealous and passionate for God. Now passion and zeal can be good and positive
things. But sometimes then can lead to blind unthinking behaviour. I am thinking here of people
who commit terrible acts that their zealotry makes them believe are pleasing to their god or belief
system. In Saul's case he felt driven to try and defend God against what he saw as the new and
dangerous sect of Christianity. I made the point last week of stating that Saul was sincere in his
belief. He genuinely believed he was doing the Lord's work in hunting down and persecuting
Christians. Sadly he was sincerely wrong.

Paul openly acknowledges to Timothy that he was a truly wicked sinner. He presents Timothy with
a few of his most notable sins. First off he was a blasphemer. He spoke slanderous, stupid words
against the Lord Jesus Christ who he felt was a fraud and phony. He was also a violent persecutor.
He led parties that hunted down and imprisoned followers of Christ. Paul it seems even took
pleasure in seeing believers suffer. We know from scripture that he stood by watching as Stephen
was brutally stoned to death (Acts 7:57).

He was an insolent man. This refers to him being a proud and haughty man who delighted in
throwing his weight around and bullying people. He was then in every way the last kind of person
who deserved any kind of mercy from God. And yet, God didn't punish him as his behaviour
warranted. Instead, the Lord showered him with grace and mercy.

Given his wicked past Paul required an over abundance of God's mercy and grace. And God duly
provided it. Paul was forever changed after he encountered the living Christ on the road to
Damascus. Not only did God save Paul but he also called him to ministry. Paul had a certain skill
set that meant he could be a highly effective Kingdom worker. So God put him to work, taking the
good news to the Gentiles. Paul was to prove faithful and dogged in this. What an impact he would
go on to have. As I said last time Paul is unquestionably one of the most important men who have
ever lived.

Paul then goes on to tell Timothy that he represents the pattern that God always follows. God
chooses to save and then use all kinds of sinners. If God is wiling and able to save the “chief,” or
the foremost of sinners like Paul, then He is able to save whomever he chooses. Timothy is to take
heart and encouragement from this. The opponents he faced in Ephesus were older and better
educated than he was. They were erudite and sophisticated men. Paul's advice in effect is as follows.
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Don't worry Timothy, just preach the truth and let God do His work. He saved me and turned me
into something useful. Maybe He has a similar plan for these certain individuals.

We ended last time by looking at Paul's beautiful doxology. It stands untouchable and complete. I
don't need to make any further comment upon it.

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Today we move on to see what it is that Paul is charging or ordering Timothy to teach and do.
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18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made
concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare,

Back in verses 3 and 4 we read about Paul's charge to Timothy. As I said to you back then this is
military language. The word “charge” (parangelia) that Paul uses here refers to “an urgent
command issued by a superior officer.” So it is definitely not one that can be ignored. The charge or
command was to stop certain individuals from teaching false doctrines.

Let's not gloss over this fact. What these men were doing was having a catastrophic effect upon the
church. When leaders in the church teach something other than the true gospel it can potentially
lead to people being lost for eternity. It's a very serious business to stand in a place of authority in
church to teach. Any person who does not take this responsibility seriously has no place in a pulpit.

Today we have some advantages over those living in the first century. With the resources available
to us, we have the ability to evaluate what a pastor or elder says against God's Word. We can access
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books, commentaries or the internet and find out if what we are being taught is true. Those living in
Ephesus did not have this luxury. The Wi-Fi was painfully slow and the public library was only
open on Mondays! We should also not forget that at this time in history there was no complete
canon of scripture.

So Paul here restates his command to Timothy. He uses his name to emphasise or personalise this
charge. No pressure, but it's down to you Timothy.

We come next to something very interesting and slightly mysterious.

Someone in the past it seems had made prophecies regarding Timothy and the work he was called to
do. Perhaps a group of prophets had gathered and declared that Timothy was the right man for this
job. Some commentators suggest that this took place when Timothy was “ordained” to this
particular office. That as he was being prayed over someone made a prophetic statement about him.

We should not forget that whilst it may have been Paul who left him in Ephesus it was the Holy
Spirit who had placed him there. He was there by divine appointment. God had chosen him, and it
was God who would help him in his work. The prophecy seems to have been that he would
successfully complete this mission. What an encouragement it would have been for this rather shy
and timid individual to receive this news.

Certainly the mission would be challenging. Paul does not gloss over this reality, he describes it as
being “warfare.” A war is made up of a series of individual battles. Some of these may be won and
others lost. The victor is the one determined not to quit, the one who stands strong at the end of
numerous battles.

Timothy then was to prepare himself for the spiritual battle ahead. He was to equip himself with all
that was needed for the spiritual fights he would face. Some of these fights he would win. Others he
might lose. Whatever happens he was not to lose heart. He must continue to fight the good fight.
Since God was on his side ultimately he could be assured that he would prevail.

Today we too must stand firm and fight the good fight. As society disintegrates around us, we are to
boldly proclaim that the only answers lie in turning back to God. The further we move away from
God, and do what we think is best the worse things will become. Lord, give us all courage to fight
bravely on the battlefields to which you have called us.
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19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have
suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan
that they may learn not to blaspheme.

As you may know I spent many years working as a lifeguard. Naturally we had regular training to
ensure that we maintained our life-saving skills. One of the things we had to practice was how to
approach and then make contact with someone who is drowning. Ideally you want to keep a
respectable distance from this person for reasons I will shortly explain. This is why throwing a rope
or rescue aid is your preferred rescue choice. Actually getting into the water is always the last
resort. The reason you don't want to get too close to the person downing is because this person is in
panic mode. They are understandably terrified that they are about to die. Therefore if they can, they
will grab hold of you and not let go. Having a terrified person clinging to you is far from ideal when
you're trying to swim. It may end up with both people drowning. So, as part of our training we had
to practice violently kicking people away. I hope you enjoyed that upbeat and cheery story.

I told you that story because Paul here is reminding Timothy of the need to firmly hold (cling) onto
the faith he possessed and strive to maintain a good conscience. The journalist and writer H.L
Mencken defined conscience as being,

“The inner voice that reminds us that someone may be looking.”

I rather like that quote. It has the added benefit of always being true. Someone is always looking.
His name is God.

This idea of holding faith includes the idea of clinging to and not letting go one's personal faith in
God. As I mentioned before a drowning person will cling to anything that will keep them above the
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water. Timothy was to cling to his faith and trust that it would save him.

In his case faith meant trusting that God was in control, that He was with him and that He would
guide him. A good conscience meant that in all ways he conducted himself properly. He was never
to forget that he was serving God, and that he was acting as Paul's official representative. This
meant that he must be seen by others to be a good and righteous man. His enemies would look for
any way they could to attack him.

Paul then goes on to speak of those who have rejected the faith and not acted in good conscience.
Paul had himself experienced a shipwreck. He was famously shipwrecked on the Mediterranean
island of Malta (Acts 27). When a ship runs aground or hits rocks all is lost. The ship breaks into
pieces and its precious cargo is lost to the waves.

A believer is shipwrecked when they abandon their faith and stop listening to their conscience. The
conscience is a very delicate and sensitive tool. When we suppress it, or fail to heed its plaintive cry
we mute and eventually silence it all together. This then leads to us not feeling guilt or shame over
sin and results over time in further moral decline.

Paul then goes on to name two individuals in the Ephesian church who had ruined their faith by
turning up their noses at a clear conscience. They are Hymenaeus and Alexander. Now, some in
the church today are a little reluctant to name false teachers. They tiptoe around the subject perhaps
because they are fearful about offending people. But if it's appropriate for the Apostle Paul, inspired
through the Holy Spirit then equally we ought to do it today. After all how can people be
forewarned of dangerous people and the lies they peddle unless we are explicit in naming them.

Now, in this case Paul does not tell what it was exactly that they did except that it was blasphemy of
some kind. When it comes to Hymenaeus we have some idea of what he was teaching because he is
mentioned in 2" Timothy. Let me read the relevant passage.

17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who
have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they
overthrow the faith of some. (2 Tim 2:17-18)

This tells us that Hymenaeus was guilty of teaching false doctrine. He was claiming that the
resurrection of believers had already taken place. He is referring of course to when Christ returns at
the second coming. We also learn here in verse 18 of the danger of false teaching in the church.
Some Paul tells us had allowed this teaching to overthrow or literally destroy their faith. They were
hooked by the lie and it led them to fall away. This is why this issue is so important.

Alexander was a popular name at that time. A Jew named Alexander is mentioned in Ephesus in the
Book of Acts (Acts 19:33-34). More tellingly in 2" Timothy another Alexander (the coppersmith)
is mentioned. We read about him doing harm to Paul (2 Tim 4:14). However we cannot say with
any certainty that it is the same Alexander as mentioned here.

The verse concludes with Paul telling us what happened to these two false teachers. They were
“delivered to Satan.” Basically what this means is that Paul had turned these men over to God for
Him to discipline. This discipline would come upon them through the agency of Satan.

Handing someone "over to Satan" may mean that Satan is given permission to inflict some illness or
disability on the evildoer. It may depict life outside the fellowship of the church, in the realm and
control of Satan. Or it may mean both of these things.

The purpose of any discipline within the church is hopefully to lead to repentance and restoration. It
may be necessary, as with these two men to put them out of the church for a time. But always we
must pray that those put out realise their error and come back into the fold.
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1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks
be made for all men,

As we begin chapter 2 we notice a shift in emphasis. Paul is moving away from instructions aimed
at Timothy personally to address important things he is to oversee in the church. The first thing to
check and monitor in any Christ honouring congregation is the business of prayer.

Where does prayer appear on your priority list? We might like to pretend it's right at the top, but is it
really? When you encounter a problem do you fall to your knees in prayer immediately? Or do you
try to resolve the issue yourself and only resort to prayer when all else fails. I suspect this is what
most of us do.

So note very carefully what Paul says. Prayer is to be the first thing we do. It is of the utmost
importance for the following reason. In prayer, we admit our own inabilities and rely completely
upon God. We put our affairs, our concerns in His very capable hands. Let's be brutally honest we
are unable to achieve anything without God's help. As Peter Deyneka the founder of the Slavic
Gospel Association once said,

“Much prayer, much power! No prayer, no power!”
Paul then goes on to highlight some of the different ways we should pray. If your prayers always
follow a pattern of, “I want this, please give me that,” then prepare yourselves to be shocked. You

should not always be the subject of your prayers. Paul provides us with four particular types or
patterns of prayer. Let's look briefly at each in turn.

1 Supplication or entreaties.
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The word supplications or entreaties simply means asking God to supply something that we lack.
The root word from which this arises means “to lack™ or “to be without something.” So the focus is
on NEED not WANT. Our prayers should not concentrate only on this aspect of prayer. Such a
prayer would be selfish and self-centred but it is appropriate to ask God for the things we need. He
delights in giving His children what they need, not necessarily what they want.

2 Prayers

The word “prayer” that is used here is a broad term. It refers to all communication with the Lord.
The emphasis however is on the sacredness of prayer. When we are praying to God it is an act of
worship. Prayer is not something trivial or unimportant. When we pray we are engaging in
communication with the sovereign God of all that exists. It needs therefore to be done in a
reverential and respectful way. This is why a long list of things we want is to be avoided.

3 Intercessions or petitions
Intercessions or petitions refer to the requests we make on behalf of others.

The root from which this word derives means “to fall in with someone,” or “to get involved with
them.” It is good then, and pleasing to God to devote some of our prayer time to thinking about the
needs of others. We might pray for family members, friends, church acquaintances, missionaries or
our own church leaders. There is always someone or some organisation for you to remember in your
prayers.

4 Giving of thanks

The final kind of prayer Paul mentions is a prayer of thanks-giving. Thanking God for his amazing
generosity should be an essential part of our walk with God. Those who lack a basic sense of
gratitude in their lives lack a basic Christian virtue.

There are so many things to be thankful for. We are thankful that God in His grace saved us. That all
of our daily needs are being met. That He hears, and so often answers our prayers. That we have an
opportunity to reach the lost with the gospel message. So often we neglect to say thank you at all.
Or we just tack saying thank you to the ends of our prayer. Let us instead cultivate grateful hearts
and make gratitude an important part of our prayer lives.

The verse ends with Paul reminding us of who it is we are to pray for. We are to pray for ALL men.
All “men” means all of humankind not just biological men. We might rephrase it as meaning all_
kinds of people. We are not to limit the scope of scale of our prayers. It's a useful reminder to us all.
I think we are all guilty of having a narrowly defined circle of prayer interests. Naturally we pray
for ourselves, our families and those who are close to us. We may even extend the circle out a little
to include people at church or even people in the local community. But at that point for obvious
reasons we stop. So Paul is reminding us not to exclude the lost and needy, or those we perhaps
only know by name in our prayers.

Let us read on and see who Paul encourages us to pray for.
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2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour,

Paul reminds Timothy to encourage the church to pray for kings, and those in positions of authority
and power. Paul expressly mentions these people because in the ancient world (and still often today)
such leaders can often become tyrannical. Due to their power, and the pride that comes along with it
such leaders are often dismissive of God and His people. Christians and their high standards of
morality are frequently a thorn in these men's sides.

This was certainly true in the first century. The king at the time Paul wrote this epistle was the
Emperor Nero. Following the great fire in Rome (64 AD) for which Nero blamed Christians
persecution broke out against the church. This crazed king treated followers of Christ in the most
despicable of ways. In such circumstances Christians may have felt loathe to pray for Emperor
Nero. Why should I pray for God to have mercy upon this ruthless and wicked man? I'm going to
pray that God strikes him down and punishes him.

Our natural tendency is usually to complain about our leaders and see them as enemies. They
frequently enact laws that go against God's standards of morality. Laws for example enabling
abortion, gay marriage and euthanasia for example. Even though we may dislike our leaders, and
the things they say and do we are called to pray for them. We are to pray that they come to faith in
Christ. The early church was to pray for Nero just as we are to pray for Kim Jong Un.

Paul then goes on to explain why we are to pray for our leaders.

We hope that they may lead the nation well and more importantly that they may come to Christ and
govern in a way that honours Him. Whether that happens or not we still desire to live in peace
without the fear of harassment and persecution. Christians are never called to be rabble-rousers or
trouble-makers. We are commanded to respect and obey our leaders not to harass or torment them.
We pray therefore that they might leave us alone to obey God, share the gospel and live in a godly
and dignified way.

Praying in this way is good and pleasing in the sight of the Lord. God finds prayers for our leaders
and rulers agreeable and acceptable. So, if you do not do so already start praying for those in
positions of authority.

Let us read on.
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4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Paul here outlines what God desires. He desires that all men be saved and come to know the truth.
The truth being what it means to be saved through the repentance of sins and faith in Jesus Christ.

This means that we can, and should pray for all men and not exclude any class or type of person.
We are never to withhold the truth of the gospel from someone because we have determined they
are not worthy, or the right kind of person to hear it. So on a human level we can profess the truth
that God desires all men to be saved. There is no one of such authority and importance that they lie
beyond the need of salvation. Kings, queens, presidents and prime ministers all must come to God
through faith in Christ.

However, from a divine perspective, we also must understand there is a sense in which we can say
that God does not desire all men to be saved. You might be shocked to hear that. So let me unpack
it. If God did want all men to be saved then all men would automatically be saved. This is a concept
known as universalism. It is the belief that God will ultimately save everyone. Such an idea is
popular in some circles today. Unfortunately it is unbiblical. The bible is very clear that some
people will not be saved (Mark 16:16). Jesus Christ Himself affirms that some will reside in hell
(Matt 25:46, Mark 9:42-48).

The bible teaches the concept of predestination. That God has predetermined those He will save.
This is an act of God in which He in His own good pleasure chooses certain people to become
recipients of His special grace. We refer to these people as the elect.

Since all people do not fall into this exclusive group it means that some are passed over due to their
sin and their rejection of the gospel message. Please note that this is ultimately this person choice.
They are choosing to reject the gift of salvation. So God's desire for all men to be saved is
conditioned by His desire to have a genuine response from human beings. It is true to say that God
chooses us, but equally true that a response from us is also required. God gave us a free will. This
means that human beings are not robots that worship Him simply because they have been
programmed to do so. So some will respond to the gospel, repent and place their faith in Christ.
Some will not.
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But, and this is a key thing to note, we are not privy to who are these chosen people. No one has a
neon sign over their head stating that they are one of the elect and need to hear the gospel. Only
God knows who belongs in this group.

This means that we are to freely, and without reservation pray for all people and also share the good
news with all people. The idea that the gospel, and the things of God are only for those special
saved people (the elect) is nonsense. God desires all people to come to the knowledge of the truth
even though many of these are not included among the elect. So on a practical level get out into the
world and tell all the people you meet about the Lord Jesus Christ and the gift of salvation He
provides.

4 SIHER 2E M RS oM RIS Of= Hpll 0127 [§ S -t

HIZ2 O M SILEEHIM RSk = 230] UK 2FRILIEL SiFefi= 2= AR—RO| 72— TR IS &8 &
7IE HRERLE TR XS 2Pliok O IRIN=S Bi= RISS Sofl TRii=tt= e RILE

Of= R2P} 2= RS Pl 7|=2 4= R, B8 7|00k Ol OfH ARSO 1L+l ARt Hiimibiid= oF =1t
= XELRE PElE o PEEER| TRIE S5 AH0| S =52 S5 TR A—O| OfR e THER|o] =532
LIS ol &2 M QRalLFt QR PRI KR P2f= SILFEHIM 22 ARIO| FRY IS BokICh=
TRIE st =~ QEELIEE 1 e 7RIS ERVH RIS TS 2Rl R0 S0t AR SELIEE & 02 S
g &2 25 RS U= RSS SOl SI-PH| LIop oF LIt

T2+ SH-EC| 2P0l = [ SI-FEHIM 2= AIRO| TreEE= 22 RIS K| D=0k et = Q23 Ofstish
OF LIt Ofbt 02 0| L2 1 =2t = UELIFE D oPIE AHEZELICE SFHIN 2= AR | &
HI7 1S /SWICIH B= A2 XISEOZ 112BEE 7RIt Of= EEOluniversalism 2F LR 7HERUL|
C} OPI2 SN S=8C= BE ARE 71RO Z0Ek= ZERLIEL ORRHEZ2 @52 LT ARE AL
OPj| ‘22| T UXIEHEZEEOK| QEELIEE 42 Off RS2 FREIK| 52t Z0 R 230| ZRiLCkOP IS
= 16:16). 0= 22 AEHME OfH RS2 XI=0]| 272 TESELCKOEES 25:46, OP 1S3 9:42-
48).

B2 Of8Z predestination OB 7S 7EELIEL S/ TSk ARSS D] Sttt 2L
OlFS2 St Aol okl 501 et S8 AMRSS  DIR[ 3H10] St 25E A = SRIRLEL 22k=
O[AES h OO FEHF 2= AIO0| 0] 2501 £0[K| s Xs 2T OfH ARE2 ZRI == 1|
ARIE AHF2e2M 7P I MRIEILE Ol ==Me2 1 ARS0| o= J=52 1R 922 AR
LICE PP 2= ARO[ TRV IS BIE = Siieel a2 QRPN el SEE Ao = Oz 24
Off 2i6H MigkelLIEE Si-FEPHM IS Eiok Zi= AkO[W, 22|o| SE Eoh 20l Z10| ARRILIEL Si-H
= P20 Kk KIS FRELEE 2RE2 SI-ES OlHfiol== Z2 2= =X0| OFLIEL epk ofH A
=2 S50 HSoh! PiolH I =S RGHIEE SIRIZHOfE MaiE2 K| Riait

SKEHSE0E AIRE FEf= 57/HE 22 XIOIK| & 47} §ICk= L[k OFFR= XRIO| ME 2 X0[H 52
= 200 oICH= HIZARES TH2[Of] i QK| RiaLICE @& SILERIO| =7 AEl RIQE=X] ORdLICE

1PN FElE BE ARE 261 0RZR0| 7 |5k 20| =22 Tl 2ibIrt =30t ShfEe| 50| et
2 X540 O O T Rl Z0RHEZEE HEPL| SELIEL A48 2IK| i AREE BARL SiLiEHR 2=
0[O0 0 (OO OO L. 38 E2 Aksol O = 25 ARDA| = Ok 22 AEQF 20|
HEFA |= TH2l2| MZ0i| ChioH TISKA |2,

5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who
gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,
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Verse 5 is one of the most memorized, quoted, and useful verses in the entire bible. Some
commentators think that Paul is quoting a well known creedal statement used at that time. Or
perhaps the Holy Spirit was inspiring him to write in this particular way. Either way, I encourage
you to commit this verse to memory.

He begins with the Old Testament truth that the God of the Bible is the only God who actually
exists. Let me read the shema (the saying) to you. This was the foundational saying of the Law and
always preceded any worship for God's chosen people.

“Hear, O Israel:The Lorp our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

Pagan people's, such as those living in Ephesus believed in a multitude of regional or geographical
gods. So the first truth for them to accept would be that there is only ONE God.

Next we read that there is only one mediator between man and God. This mediator is the Lord Jesus
Christ. A mediator is someone who brings two disgruntled parties together. If for example a
husband and wife cannot reconcile their differences then a counsellor or a pastor may act as a
mediator (a go between) to help restore the relationship. A mediators job is to work towards
resolving a dispute or disagreement.

When human beings chose to sin they created a chasm that separated them from God. God being
perfectly holy can have nothing to do with sin. So sin stands between us and God. We need a bridge
to cross said chasm. There is no way that we can build this bridge ourselves because we are all
tainted by sin. Even our “good” works are not good enough. This is the dispute. Step onto the scene
our mediator Jesus Christ. His perfect life and atoning death upon the cross in which He bore our
sins bridges the chasm. Through His life and work we can now be reconciled to God the Father.

But please note. There is only one mediator. There is only one way to get to God. There are not
many paths or ways that all eventually wind their way to God. It is Jesus or nothing. This has
always been difficult for people to accept. In Paul's day the Jews looked to Moses and angels

as mediators. The Greek Gnostics looked to intermediary deities (aeons, sub-gods). Today Roman
Catholics look to Mary and dead saints to act as their mediators. New-age proponents turn to Tarot
cards or mediums. So let me state once more for emphasis. It is Jesus or nothing. No one else can
help you.

In verse 6 Paul speaks of the ransom that Jesus paid on our behalf. Ransom in this context speaks
to the idea of a payment that is paid to provide for the release of someone who is held captive.
When kidnappers take someone they will ask this person's family to pay money (a ransom) for the
person's release. Jesus personally explained this concept when He stated,

“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.” (Matt 20:28)

So simply put Jesus become the payment for our sins. He willingly gave Himself. He did not pay a
sum of money which is usually how ransoms are paid today. The ransom that He paid was His own
life, the shedding of His own precious blood, His sacrifice for us upon the brutal cross. To say that
His ransom or sacrifice was for “all” does not mean that all are saved. Rather that it was sufficient
for all but efficacious only for the elect.

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt 22:14)

Christ’s atonement is therefore unlimited in terms of its sufficiency (it is adequate for all), but
limited as to its application (it is only for the elect).
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He did this at the proper time. He was born, lived the perfect life, died and was resurrected at
exactly the time God decreed was right.

Let us bring our study to a close with the following verse.
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7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in Christ and
not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Paul pivots from speaking about salvation in Jesus Christ to stating his God appointed role. He had
been chosen by God to “preach” literally, to “herald, proclaim” or “speak the truth” to the world. An
apostle as we have discussed before refers to “one sent out as a messenger.” As we know from the
New Testament this involved being a travelling evangelist primarily to the Gentiles. Paul devoted
approximately 30 years of his life to this ministry. He also penned 13 books of the bible.

Paul then goes on to remind Timothy and the others (including us) who would later read this letter
that he spoke the truth. We firmly believe that Paul was inspired by God the Holy Spirit. Given that
God cannot lie we can take all of what Paul says and hold it to be divine truth.

Next time Lord willing we will look at that God desires for men and women in the church.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.
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1 The importance of prayer

We saw highlighted in the sermon today the primary importance of prayer. Given that Paul was
writing to Timothy about how to best organise and manage the church he could have started on any
topic. The importance of selecting good leaders. The value of a good worship team. How best to
order the service. What kinds of sermon works best. What sorts of chairs are most comfortable.
What brands of instant coffee are the tastiest. Instead, he led with the subject of prayer.

Before you do ANYTHING else pray. That's because through the act of prayer we hand everything
over to God. We tell Him that we need His guidance and wisdom to help us. We put ourselves under
Him and take our own hands off the steering wheel. Trust me he's a much better driver than you are.

Prayer is an indispensable element of the Christian life. It's not an optional extra. We cannot thrive
without it. The bible says “when” you pray not “if” you pray.”

The expectation then is that all believers will be committed and devoted prayer warriors. Prayer is
something we all at times struggle with. Few of us I suspect pray as we should often enough.
Remember that through prayer, believers engage with God, experience His presence, and participate
in His redemptive work in the world.

Let us all recognise the importance of prayer and seek to pray in a way that honours and pleases
God.
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2 The need to preach to all

As we noted previously the gospel message is not limited or muted in its scope or scale. It's not just
for white western people. This was often the claim made by native peoples when white missionaries
arrived with their bibles. Keep your foreign beliefs to yourself. It not just for the rich and wealthy
and neither is it only for poor people living in shanty towns.

Since there is only one way for a person to be saved its imperative that all people hear the gospel
message. How will they learn of the truth unless they hear it. How will they hear it unless you tell
them. If you believe the gospel to be true then why would you not be proclaiming it to the world.
Think of it this way,

“I am in possession of the most wonderful and life changing news. But I think I'll keep it to myself.
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How selfish. How unloving. How unlike the Lord Jesus Christ. We spoke during a recent bible
study about why Christians are often so reluctant to share the gospel message. We pointed to many
excuses that Christians give. They are worried about offending, they feel unable to adequately
explain things, they are too shy and nervous, and worst of all they simply don't care.

So may we all be convicted of our inadequacies in this area. Let us recognise the need to preach to
all and not be shy or reticent about doing so.
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