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God's church, God's way - 1% Timothy 3
Title: “1¢ Timothy 3”

Scripture: 1% Timothy1:8-11

Date preached: July 27" 2025

Scripture: 1% Timothy 1:8-11

8 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: that the law is not
made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if
there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 11 according to the glorious
gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust.
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Review
Today we will pick up where we left off last week. We read as far as verse 7 of chapter 1. Before we
look at verses 8 to 11 let's spend a few minutes reviewing the epistle thus far.

As we have established this epistle was written by the Apostle Paul to his close friend, and official
representative in Ephesus, Timothy. Paul and Timothy had been working closely together for a
number of years. It's probable that they first met when Paul visited Timothy's home-town of Lystra
on his first missionary journey. On his second visit Paul heard from the elders of the church in that
Timothy was a loyal and devoted believer. Timothy as this time was most likely in his late teens or
early twenties. He clearly had the kind of character that would make him a loyal disciple and helper.
Paul therefore decided to invite Timothy to join him out on the missionary field.

Following his release from Roman house arrest in 62 AD Paul and Timothy travelled to Ephesus.
The city was clearly one that was very close to Paul's heart. He had devoted 3 years of his life to
establishing a church here. This dedication made good sense. The city was a large bustling hub of
trade and commerce. People from all over the Roman Empire visited and conducted business. This
made it the perfect place to set up a church and go about spreading the gospel.

However it soon became apparent to Paul that things had deteriorated badly in his absence. He had
left the church in good shape, but in the intervening years problems had arisen. The church in
Ephesus faced major difficulties. Paul however was needed elsewhere. There was much work to be
done in spreading the gospel to the Gentiles. Therefore Paul made the decision to leave Timothy
behind as his official representative.

It was always Paul's plan to return, but sadly he never returned to Ephesus.

So Timothy, a somewhat timid and shy man most likely in his early to mid 30s was left to sort out
the problems. The 1% letter to Timothy is sent to encourage him in this endeavour. Paul exhorts him
to stay perhaps anticipating Timothy's reluctance in the matter. Some people would relish such a
mission. They are not shy about confronting people and laying down the law. I don't think Timothy
was this kind of person. Paul clearly appreciates what a challenging task this would be for this
young man. This is why he lays upon him his full apostolic authority. Paul was in effect telling him
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that he was now operating under God's direct orders. He was entitled to draw upon Paul's apostolic
authority. This meant that those he confronted should listen and obey what he tells them as if it were
Paul himself.

It seems that there were some leaders (certain men) in the Ephesian church who had wandered away
from the truth they had originally heard from Paul. So Paul is encouraging Timothy to do all he can
to prevent the spread of false doctrine (teaching). The precise nature of this false doctrine is a little
difficult to discern. It appears to have been a heady mix of Judaism, gnosticism, pagan mysticism
and Christianity. Paul is a little vague, but we must assume that Timothy knew exactly what the
issues were.

We do learn that these certain people were fixated upon “fables and genealogies.” This particular
leaning probably indicates that these false teachers were Judaizers of some kind. They were either
Jewish converts to Christianity or else passionate Gentiles who were drawn to Judaism. Some in
this camp were extreme in their views. Others were more moderate. Wherever the Judaizers fell
along the spectrum they all wanted Christianity to follow, or adhere to traditional Jewish ways of
doing things. This meant following the Law (either fully or in part) that God had given to Moses.

The fascination with fables or myths may refer to the teaching of extra-biblical stories or made up
accounts that filled the biblical gaps. The technical name for such a thing is “Speculative
intellectualism.” We can define this as being a fascination with issues and things not directly
addressed in God's Word.

As I'm sure you are all aware the bible does not give us an exhaustive record of everything that
happened throughout the period of history it records. Often long periods of time are skipped over or
covered by a single verse or two.

The early life of Jesus Christ prior to the start of His ministry represents the perfect example. Think
about all the bible records about Jesus from birth to the age of round thirty. We are told about His
birth in Bethlehem. This is followed by a long period of silence until He's mentioned visiting the
temple aged 12 (Luke 2:41). This is again followed by another lengthy period of silence until in His
early thirties He begins His ministry. That gives people with febrile imaginations plenty of scope to
imagine what Jesus did as a boy, teenager and young man.

You may have heard of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. It is an apocryphal Christian text dating to
the 2" century. It purports to reveal events from the life of Jesus when he was a child aged between
5 and 12. One of the most famous stories it tells is one in which Jesus makes twelve sparrows out of
clay and then claps His hands and tells them to fly away. I'm sure that I don't need to remind you
that no such story appears in the gospel accounts.

The great danger with this kind of speculation is that these myths or fables can take hold, and over
time become accepted as being a genuine part of the biblical text.
So it may have been that it was these kinds of fables that were replacing the true gospel in Ephesus.

When it came to the issues of genealogies again Paul is somewhat cryptic. It seems likely that Paul
is referring to the fascination certain Jews had with the biblical genealogies. Today we find them
rather tedious and boring, but the ancient Jews loved the idea that they could trace their ancestors
back to these people. This led to endless debates and discussions about who might be the distant
cousin of so and so, or how this person's great, great, great, great grandfather was Abraham. As you
can imagine these were riveting discussions. Paul describes them as being “idle talk.” The kind of
speech that profits nothing to the hearer. Why you might ask did this topic interest them. Well, it all
stemmed from the misguided belief that you could inherit your ancestors righteousness. Having a
link to a former “holy” person meant some of their holiness rubbed off on you.
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Paul quite rightly condemns all of this nonsense as being divisive and unhelpful. It distracts or
diverts believers from what is truly important. Those that taught or promoted such ideas may have
desired to be teachers but they were ignorant of the truth and therefore unqualified to teach. They
were not motivated by love to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Instead they were motivated to be
seen as “special” people held in high regard and honour. They were not interested in teaching the
truths of Christ but rather in expounding their own novel theories or ideas. Once again this made
them unqualified to hold positions of authority in the church. Timothy was charged with stopping
these men.

Today Paul will go on to talk about the law and its true purpose.
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8 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully,

As I pointed out in my introduction letters in the ancient world followed a particular pattern or
format. The greeting was followed by the body of the letter. This was where the writer's main points
or arguments were to be found. So in first Timothy the introduction ends at verse 2 and the main
body begins at verse 3. Actually verses 3—11 encompass a single unit of thought. Our passage for
study today, verses 8—11 comprises a smaller paragraph within this larger section.
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Verse number § transitions from those who desired to be seen as teachers (the certain individuals) to
the Law itself. Paul will explain how these people failed to truly understand the purpose of God's
Law. What they were actually doing was leading people out of the freedom and liberty of grace and
back into the bondage of legalism. Let's unpack Paul's arguments.

Here, Paul writes that "the law is good." What he means by this it that the Law is useful or
profitable. It serves a valuable and important purpose. The Law remember was given to us by God.
It must therefore by definition be a good thing. The Apostle Paul firmly believed this. The Mosaic
Law was of great importance to him. He was raised in the Jewish culture and religion. He studied
under the greatest Jewish teacher of his day in Gamaliel. Furthermore he lived as a Pharisee
according to the Law. His entire life had been focused on the Law prior to his conversion to
Christianity. What I'm saying is that Paul was a legal expert.

But the Law is only good, useful or profitable is it is used lawfully or properly. In order to know
how to use the Law properly we need to understand what purpose it serves. Simply put the Law's
purpose is to reveal to us our sin. It is designed to show us where we have fallen short of God's
perfect standards. We might think of it like a mirror that reveals to use our imperfections. It helps us
to properly judge our conduct and actions.

The Law in this regard acts as a safeguard against sin.

This is because it outlines where the boundaries are. It reveals to us what is acceptable, and what is
not. Its purpose therefore is to expose, restrain and convict the SINNER. This means that the Law is
designed for the unrighteous (people who do wrong) and not the righteous (people who do right).

The false teachers in the Ephesian church were not using the Law properly. These men had become
deluded by their pride into the false belief that they could please God, or earn righteousness through
their own efforts. They were using the Law as a measuring stick to judge how they were doing. In
effect, they were teaching that in order to be holy or righteous you must adhere to the Law.

As an aside it's worth highlighting why legalism (following the law) appeals to people. You may
have wondered why it was that people were listening to, and following the teachings of these false
teachers. The appeal of legalism lies in what it offers to its adherents. It allows a person to “appear”
to be holy without necessarily having the heart change to go along with being holy. This was why
the Lord Jesus was so often incensed by the Pharisees of His day (see Matt 23). They were obsessed
with following the letter of the Law and being seen to do so, but their hearts remained cold and
indifferent. To them pleasing God lay only in externally doing what the Law expected.

This is not the purpose of the Law. Those who think that they can be saved through the Law will
never be saved. So Paul is right in stating that the Law is good. It's good for the following reason.
We cannot know that we have broken a law unless the standards or boundaries are clearly identified.

I worked as a lifeguard for many years. The swimming pool in which I worked always had a list of
rules posted on the wall. It told swimmers what was expected from them whilst they were in the
swimming pool. No diving in the shallow end, no running, no spitting, no splashing, no shouting,
no peeing in the pool. And most definitely no “number 2's in the pool.” You'd be surprised and
horrified at how often we were fishing out “little (and not so little) brown fish.” Without such a sign
clearly stating the pool rules the swimmers might have thought that rude or unacceptable behaviour
would be tolerated.

But when it comes to God's Law it's true value lies in what it reveals to us about ourselves. When
we hold the mirror of the Law up to our lives we see that we are truly filthy. That no matter how
much scrubbing we do with the soap of legalism we can never make ourselves clean. All that desire
to meet the Law's requirements ends in dismal failure. We find ourselves condemned and without
hope. The Law then forces us recognise our own inability to save ourselves and to look beyond
ourselves for a saviour. The Law was never given as a means to justify oneself before God, it was
designed to reveal our unrighteousness and our need for God's forgiveness and mercy.

Let us learn more by reading on.
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9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for zhe lawless and
insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for zhe unholy and profane, for murderers of
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

As we just established the Law is not intended for those who are righteous (those who do right) but
for the unrighteous (those who do wrong). Now this is not to suggest that the law has nothing to say
to the righteous person. Knowing where the boundaries are, and what God expects from us helps us
live good, God pleasing lives. But the law is primarily intended for the ungodly, the rebel and the
law breaker. This means that it is not directed at Christians. This is because those who have put their
faith in Christ exist under the principle of grace and not Law. Let me explain.

Under the principle of grace God repeatedly forgives our sins, bears with our weaknesses and
promises to transform us into perfect spiritual beings. All that is required of us is that we trust in
Christ and remain faithful unto death.

Under the principle of Law if you sin once, you are condemned. Anything less than perfection is
unacceptable. One can be saved under the principle of Law only if you do not sin. One indiscretion
no matter how “minor” or “trivial” makes you guilty. In reality such distinctions do not apply. There
is no such thing as a trivial or minor sin. This is because if you break one law you are guilty of
breaking every law (James 2:10). And when Jesus revealed the full scope of the law in the Sermon
on the mount it showed that perfection was impossible. God was judging not only external acts, but
inner thoughts and motivations. So anyone thinking that they can live a morally pleasing life or
righteous life by keeping the Law is deluded.

Paul then goes on to emphasise the fact that Christians are not under Law because the Law is
designed for godless, unrepentant, ignorant sinners. He then presents six types of wrongdoers (law
breakers) presented in pairs or couplets. This list is similar to others that Paul gave in other passages
(see 1 Timothy 6:4-5; Romans 1:29-31; 1 Corinthians 5:10-11).

The first six characteristics mentioned correspond with sins from the first half of the Ten
Commandments. These all deal with a person’s relationship to God. Let us consider the wrongdoers
presented.

The first couplet mentions the “lawless” and the “insubordinate.” This describes people who know
the Law but who do not follow or obey it. Such people have no commitment to any law or standard.
They are openly disobedient and wantonly disregard God's will for their lives. This leads to them
being classified as rebels. They refuse to bow the knee to God.

The second couplet deals with the “ungodly” and “sinners.” People who are ungodly have no
respect for God or for anything that is sacred. They step on, or trample upon that which is sacred. It
is this attitude or irreverence that leads to them being labelled as sinners. People who happily live in
opposition to God.

The third couplet talks about those who are “unholy” and “profane.” People who are unholy are
indifferent to what is right. They do not care whether they are living a good or righteous life. We
might categorise such people as being fleshly or carnally minded. People only interested in doing
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what they want and pleasing themselves. It is this devotion to wordly things that leads to them being
profane. They mock or ridicule things that are holy or sacred.

The next sets of wrongdoers are all violators of the second half of the ten commandments. The laws
here deal with the relationships with have with other people. They instruct us on how we are to treat
other human beings. This attitude can be summarised as follows,

You shall love your neighbour as yourself (James 2:8)

The first to be condemned are people who murder their fathers of mothers. According to the
biblical scholar Thomas Constable, "Father-strikers and mother-strikers" is a better translation than
"those who kill their fathers or mothers." The idea being conveyed here is of someone hitting,
beating or smiting their parents. So there is some debate as to whether Paul is speaking of children
who are violently disrespectful and abusive to their parents, or children who literally kill them.

Striking (hitting) ones parents was considered to be a very serious offence. One that deserved the
death penalty (Ex 21:15). In whatever way we take the meaning here we see that such people are
clearly breaking the 5" commandment which calls for us to honour (respect) our parents.

We are talking here then about people have no respect or affection for their own parents. This was
seen as being a truly heinous sin in Jewish culture. It was incomprehensible to them that anyone
would go against the natural affections one should have for these people and cause them harm. So
to treat those who brought you into this world, and who raised you in this way was scandalous.

Paul then speaks more generally of murdering people.

This is of course a violation of the 6" commandment which states, “You shall not murder” (Ex
20:13).

Now when we speak of murder we are referring to the deliberate and intentional taking of another
person's life. We are not speaking of the accidental killing of another person. We refer to this as
manslaughter. It's a lesser offence to murder because the intent was not to kill. This is why we quite
rightly identify abortion as being murder. It is the intentional, deliberate killing of a human being.
We must never try to excuse the offence, or minimise what is happening. God views it as murder
and so should we. The bible is quite clear on how we should treat murderers. They should be put to
death (Gen 9:6)

I mentioned to you before about how Jesus clarified the Law during the sermon on the mount. This
is what our saviour had to say regarding murder.

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever
murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother,
‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of
hell fire. (Matt 5:21-22)

Allow me to paraphrase what Jesus means here.

“You all know the law regarding murder. If you are guilty you will face the penalty of the law. But
what you were unaware of is that even being angry with someone without a cause also makes you
guilty of murder. Even saying bad things about someone, or calling them rude names will land you
in trouble.”

Jesus' words should give us all pause to consider how many times have we been guilty of murder in
God's eyes. How many times has our anger bubbled over and led to us cursing or swearing

vengeance on someone created in God's image?

Let us continue on and see who else Paul identifies as being a lawbreaker.
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10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine,

Next up in Paul's list comes fornicators. This word needs a little unpacking. In a contemporary
dictionary if you look up this word it is described as being consensual sexual relations between two
people who are not married to each other (Merriam-Webster). In other words it is referring to
adultery. This is the 7" command,

“You shall not commit adultery” (Ex 20:14)
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Now clearly Paul is including lawbreakers who cheat on their spouse. But the Greek word he uses
here is the word pornois. It has a much broader application than just adultery and embraces a wide
variety of sexual sins. We are speaking of pre-marital sex, incest, homosexuality/lesbianism, and
bestiality. In fact throughout the New Testament fornication includes any sexual behaviour or
activity before marriage, or outside of marriage. Let me remind you that God's boundaries for sex
are incredibly narrow. It is only to be between a husband and wife. That's it. This means that any
activity falling outside of this is SIN.

We come next in the list to sodomites.

This term, which is deemed by the secular world today as being offensive harks back to the people
of Sodom who practised this vile wickedness (Gen 19). We would do well to remember that their
behaviour brought Gods destruction upon them. The King James uses the word “whoremongers”
which is a marvellous word.

Again what we are speaking of here falls under the 7" command against adultery. It falls into this
category because in God's eyes two men (or women) cannot be married. It does not matter what
human governments say. God is the one to determine what constitutes a marriage. To speak of “gay
marriage” is like saying a three sided square exists. There's no such thing.

Therefore if two people of the same sex engage in sexual relations with one another it is an illicit
sexual act. Sexual activity remember can only take place within a marriage union. Paul does not
actually refer to these people as “homosexuals.” The word he uses appears to be one he coined
himself, since it does not appear in Greek literature of the time. The word he employs is
arsenokoiteés (ar-sen-ok-oy'-tace). It refers to what these people do (their actions) not the people
themselves. It literally means, “males in the marriage bed.” I don't think I need to expand further on
what that means.

In the western world today we have become very tolerant and accepting of this breach of divine law.
We devote a whole month (June) to celebrate a lifestyle and culture that God detests. Sadly
homosexual culture is lauded and celebrated in movies and TV shows. To say such things is
considered controversial in many places today. Having such views is liable to get you censored or
banned. But this is the truth. Homosexual behaviour is giving in to a debased mind and vile
passions. It is committing what is shameful in God's sight.

Next up on the list is kidnappers.

The Greek word used here indicates "all who exploit men and women for their own selfish ends.”
In particular Paul is referring to slave traders who often kidnapped children to make a profit. This
was a big problem in Paul's day. However those engaged in slavery did not limit themselves to
children, adults too were taken and sold into slavery. The terrible sin of this action lies in treating
human beings as if they are just property to be bought and sold. It does not afford people the respect
and dignity they deserve as being made in God's image. The bible speaks against the practice of
kidnapping. In fact it was prescribed as being a capital offence in the Old Testament.

He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall surely be put to death.
(Ex. 21:16)

Just in case you were naive enough to think that the issue of slavery is something relegated to the
past allow me enlighten you. According to the website Anti-Slavery 50 million people today are
trapped in slavery worldwide. Of these roughly a quarter (25%) are children. Are you horrified? You
should be.

https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/modern-slavery/

The final two on the list are liars and perjurers. Both of these fall under the pervue of the 9™
commandment which tells us,

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. (Ex 20:16)


https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/modern-slavery/
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So Paul is speaking here of any type of dishonesty we might employ to gain an advantage over
others, or to do down (disadvantage) our neighbours. God is not pleased when we act in these kinds
of wicked and malicious way against others.

And so Paul's list comes to an end. It is important for us to recognise that this is not intended as
being a comprehensive list of all law-breaking activities. For example there is no mention of the
10t commandment warning against covetousness. We should not therefore read this list and think
that covetousness is not an important issue. It is something that God takes seriously.

So as to ensure that nothing is left out, Paul adds the phrase, if there is any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine. Or to put it another way, all these things and many others are
condemned by God and those that do them will face His judgement and punishment.

Let us turn to our final verse for today.
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11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust.

Verse 11 clearly defines what Paul means when he speaks of sound doctrine (verse 10). By sound
doctrine he means teaching that agrees with the glorious gospel he has been preaching. Paul had
been "entrusted" with this gospel and he in turn would "entrust" Timothy with it as well. God will
condemn and punish those who teach anything else other than the gospel given by Christ and taught
by the Apostles. His expectation was that Timothy would fight hard to stamp out false teaching and
impose the true gospel message.

The glorious gospel of the blessed God must teach both Law and sin. But it must not stop at this
point. This is only half of the story. We must always tell people about God's Law and how we fail
miserably to meet His standards. Any gospel that ignores the Law and sin is not the true gospel,
since it does not reflect God’s attributes. Such an approach means we are simply telling people
about something they have not been convicted to believe they need. You may have had the
experience of speaking to people and them saying something like.

“Well, you can believe in Jesus if you want. However I think I'm a good person. If there is a heaven
and God then I'm good enough to get in.”

This is why Law and sin must be the starting point for sharing the glorious gospel. We don't start by
telling people that Jesus loves them and has a wonderful plan for their lives. Whilst this is true it is
the wrong place to start. The Law has power and weight because it reveals to people their sin. It
shows them their true depraved selves in the mirror. It highlights to them their desperate need for a


https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/modern-slavery/

God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 3 — Sermon Notes Page 14

saviour. We need this revelation of bad news so that the glorious good news of redemption in Christ
can be made manifest.

Only when people realise that their sin separates them from a holy God do they understand their
need for a saviour. For someone to bridge that divide and bring about reconciliation. Only the Lord
Jesus Christ can do it. Only the God man who lived the perfect sinless life and carried our sins to
the cross can restore what sin has broken. The certain individuals in Ephesus were missing the
point. Their silly speculations and fables. Their focus on gnostic ideas, Greek philosophies and
endless genealogies were a waste of both their own and their hearer's time. Their focus, as well as
our own should at all times be upon the glorious gospel of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory now and forever-more.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn three lessons from today's teaching.

Mz 22| 7I2E0IM M| 7 K| =2 SUELICL
1 Nothing changes

In today's passage the Apostle Paul highlighted numerous ways that people fall into rebellious and
law-breaking ways. We might perhaps expect that in the intervening 2000 or so years things might
have changed. That sinful practices might have evolved. But the reality is that things are no
different today than they were in Ephesus in the 60s AD.
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The sins that racked and ruined society back then continue to do so today. The fact that the problem
remains the same also means that the remedy remains the same.
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2 The gospel is our only response

Some people are under the misguided belief that this world is getting better. Is this your view? As
you watch the news or read about things going on around the world is this the sense you get? Are
we just one small step from entering a world of plenty, peace, joy and happiness? If only. The truth
is that this world is in terminal state. It will not get better.

Now if we were not believers such a diagnosis would leave us distraught. It would be rather like we
were stuck on a stricken and sinking ship. The icy waves inch closer and there are no lifeboats to
save us. But we do have hope. The hope rests in the glorious gospel. Because Christ died to save
sinners like you and me we have a message of hope. This world cannot be saved but the lost people
in it can. Paul might have furnished Timothy with a lengthy letter on how to combat the false
teachers and the myths and philosophies they peddled. Instead, he told him to stick to the gospel
message. Don't waste your time trying to argue with these people. They are intelligent and
sophisticated. They'll tangle you up in their webs of deceit and deception. Just tell them in a loving
way about Christ. Just Give them the gospel. It's good advice. How do we combat the hopelessness
and despair in our world today? How do we reach the lost, desperate and needy? Just give them the
gospel.
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3 Look out for “certain individuals®

All believers have a responsibility to be on the alert for false teachers. It is not only the duty of
pastors and elders in the church. We all need to be diligent in this regard. So what do we watch for?
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What should we be on guard against? Let me give you some pointers for what to assess when
looking at or assessing teachers.

e First, look at their understanding of scripture. Is their teaching, to the best of your knowledge
biblically sound? How careful are they to understand, and then accurately convey what the bible
actually says? Do they place extra-biblical teachings on a par with the Bible? Someone who does
not handle God's word carefully is to be avoided.

e Second, examine their goals. Do they seek to love, honour, and glorify God? Or do they pursue
self-love, material wealth, or personal happiness? Does their message speak of purity of heart and a
good conscience. Someone whose goal is wealth has no place as your spiritual leader.

e Third, examine their motives. What drives what they do? Are they humble and selfless? Or do
they seek pre-eminence or fame? Are they in it to be held up and admired by others. Appreciating
this will help you determine whether this teacher is worthy of your time and attention.

e Finally, examine the effect of their teaching. What fruit does their ministry produce? Do their
followers understand clearly the gospel of Jesus Christ? Are they able to present the gospel
properly? Do they use the law properly, as part of the gospel message, or do they promote works
righteousness?

Considering these things will help you select good pastors, bible teachers or people to follow and
learn from on the internet. We all want to seek out people who will aid in our growth and maturity
in the faith. Let us look out for and avoid the kinds of teachers that plagued the church in Ephesus.
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