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3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may charge
some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies,
which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith. 5 Now the purpose of
the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and firom sincere faith,
6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, 7 desiring to be teachers
of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.
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Review

Last Sunday we set of on our journey exploring Paul's first epistle to Timothy. Today we are going
to pick up where we left off last week. In case you have forgotten where that was it was verse
number 3. In today's sermon we begin to discover what it was that Timothy was being asked by
Paul to do. But before we look at that let's spend some time reviewing the key things from last
week.

We spent some time looking at the background, history, language and context of the letter. Knowing
these details helps us to better understand and appreciate what it is we are reading. Actually we
always apply this hermeneutic (typically subconsciously) to every piece of writing we examine. If,
for example I gave you a piece of paper that started with the line, “Once upon a time, long long ago
in a kingdom run by faeries,” what would you think? Obviously you'd think you were reading a
fairy tale, or a fantasy story of some kind. You would read and understand it through this lens.

So last week we stood back and examined 1% Timothy through the framework of the 5 W questions.
We asked and answered five key questions about the letter; what, who, where, when and why. Let's
briefly look at each again and highlight the key things to remember.
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What?

What is 15t Timothy? Well, obviously it's a letter or more accurately an epistle. Epistles were one of
the two the primary forms of written communication in the ancient world, the other being letters.
Scholars differentiate epistles from letters primarily on the basis of their purpose or intent.

Letters were used to convey everyday news or information. Epistles, by contrast were utilised to
deliver important truths, teaching (doctrine) or instruction. Typically, and this especially true in the
case of the New Testament epistles they were penned (or dictated) by someone of importance. And
as a consequence the tone was typically one of a teacher (master) to a student. Simply stated
epistles were important documents that would have been treasured and valuable possessions.

They would have been written on scroll or parchment. The author himself may have penned the
letter, or dictated it to a scribe. Once complete the scribe would read out the letter ensuring the
sentiment conveyed corresponded with the authors wishes. The finished letter would then have been
carried by a trusted messenger and delivered by hand to the recipient.

Epistles generally followed a particular format or style. The New Testament writers did not invent a
new format for letters. They used the existing Greco-Roman letter writing conventions. Most of
Paul’s letters follow a similar pattern. They begin with an introduction that identifies Paul as the
author, and any relevant associates that are with him. After this the epistle's recipient would be
identified, and a greeting extended to them. The letter's introduction is followed by the main body
of the letter. The epistles often conclude with a general blessing and personal notes or “shout outs”
to particular individuals within the recipient church. As we shall discover Paul's letter to Timothy
adheres to this pattern.

15t Timothy along with 2" Timothy and Titus have been labelled the “pastoral” epistles since the
early 18" century. They have been given this label because they deal with issues related to the
pastoral care of a church. Paul is instructing his readers (Timothy and Titus) on how to organise and
manage a church in a God pleasing way. However, as I pointed out last time it is a rather misleading
title. This is because when I say the “pastoral epistles” you automatically conclude that Timothy
and Titus must have been pastors. They were not. They were in fact Paul's official representatives.
He had left them in these areas to oversee the running of the churches, and not to lead or shepherd
them as a pastor would. This is not to say that these men did not have the God given gifts and
abilities to pastor a church. Or to suggest that they were not engaged in some aspects of pastoral
care. Just that they were not holding the official office of pastor at the time Paul wrote.
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Who

We also considered last time who authored the letter and who was the letter's recipient. The epistle
begins by stating that the Apostle Paul is the author. That Paul wrote this letter was the traditional
view held by the majority of the church for 1900 years. In truth there were a few in the 2" century
church that questioned Pauline authorship. However critics in the 18" century began to seriously
question his authorship. As I told you last time I do not believe they have strong enough evidence to
make us question the Pauline authorship of this letter. We shall adhere to the orthodox view that the
author was Paul.
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The letter also clearly states that the intended recipient was Timothy or to give him his Greek name
Timotheos. Paul had probably first met Timothy when he visited his home-town of Lystra on his
first missionary journey. On his second visit he received a good report about Timothy from the
church elders. Their glowing endorsement persuaded Paul to invite Timothy, then most likely in his
late teens or early twenties to join him on the gospel trail. Timothy would go on to help and serve
Paul faithfully for many years.

We turned next to look at the where and when of the epistle.
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Where and when?

With the evidence given to us in scripture we can piece together Paul's timeline and make a pretty
accurate estimate of where Paul was when he wrote this epistle. Knowing this also helps us to
narrow down when the letter was written.

The Apostle Paul was acquitted and released from house arrest in Rome in 62 AD. Paul realised that
his time was limited and he might be rearrested at any moment. Therefore he used the precious time
he had to revisit some of the churches he had previously established. This included a visit to
Ephesus. Timothy accompanied him on this journey. As we shall soon discover there were a number
of serious issues to be resolved in this city. As a result Paul decided to leave Timothy behind as his
official representative to help sort the situation out. He left to travel on to Macedonia.

It seems then that this letter was written at some point between 63-64 AD when Paul was either in
Macedonia or travelling to this area. Let us finish up our review by briefly looking at the reason
why Paul wrote this epistle.
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Why?

Paul was well aware of the difficulties facing Timothy. It's not easy to go into a place as a “trouble-
shooter” and sort out the problems. There is a popular British TV show called the “Hotel inspector.”
The show features a famous and successful hotelier who visits struggling hotels and gives them
guidance and advice. She (the hotel inspector) will point out where they are failing and what steps
they could take to resolve the problems. In most cases her advice is well received. Most hotel
owners want to see their hotels succeed. But in some instances the hotel owners do not welcome or
appreciate her suggestions. They are offended that an “outsider” is telling them what to do and how
to run their establishments.

In some ways Timothy was a little like the hotel inspector. He was being tasked with telling pastors
and other church leaders that what they were doing was wrong. That they were teaching a false
message and as a result hindering the spreading of the gospel. This was a hard truth for these men
and their supporters to take. As we can well imagine some of them would not take this criticism
well.
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So Paul is writing to Timothy with three main purposes in mind.

1 To encourage him in his work. Be bold and courageous Timothy:.
2 To provide official instructions on what God wanted for the church.
3 To combat the false teaching that was taking place and remind Timothy of what he was to teach.

We should not overlook the fact that it was Paul's intention to rejoin Timothy in Ephesus (1 Tim
4:13). In reality, he was never to return to Ephesus. So now with our review of the introduction
complete we are now ready to look at the main body of 1 Timothy.
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3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may charge some
that they teach no other doctrine,

Verse three marks a rather dramatic transition. Paul's introduction is now over and we are now
moving into the main body of the letter. The pleasantries are over it is time to get down to business.

Paul begins by reminding Timothy of how he urged him verbally to stay in Ephesus when he left.
Now he is recording this same sentiment in black and white. Timothy could show this as evidence
to anyone who doubted that Paul had assigned him this duty. Let's consider what Paul says, Timothy
I exhort, beseech, beg you to stay.

Think about how we commonly use the verb “to urge.” It's a strong word. It's not one we say
casually. We don't usually say, I urge you to join me for a coffee, or I urge you to put your dirty
clothes in the laundry basket. No, when we use the word “urge” it accompanies a request, order or
command that we really deem to be important. I urge you to stop smoking. I urge you to think
carefully before quitting your job. It's a word we use when we really want people to listen carefully,
and attend to what we are saying.
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So Paul is strongly exhorting Timothy to remain in Ephesus. It's worth considering why Paul might
have felt compelled to use this kind of strong language. Was Timothy wavering in his commitment?
Perhaps Paul worried that Timothy's timidity, or relative youth (he was probably around 30-35)
meant he would feel intimidated by the elders in the church. It would not be easy to confront false
teachers and their followers. Did Paul worry therefore that Timothy might quit and run away?

Almost everyone who has worked or served in the church has probably felt the urge to quit. The
situation, the ongoing demands or at times the people you have to deal with are difficult or
challenging. I heard a pastor joke once saying the best thing about the church is the people, and the
worst thing about the church is the people. There's some truth to that statement.

As times then we might feel that it would be easier, and less stressful just to leave. I remember
having major problems when I led a praise and worship team a number of years ago. Most of the
team were great, but one or two were very difficult people to deal with. They were argumentative
and uncooperative. There were issues over pride and ego. To make things even more complicated
there were also language and cultural issues. Eventually the frustration and annoyance got to the
point that I just wanted to quit. However every time I felt like quitting I got the sense that God did
not want me to leave. He wanted me to continue on and learn through the experience. Although it
was hard, and deeply frustrating at times I continued to serve. Perhaps Timothy felt the same way as
he tried to sort out the problems in Ephesus.

Let me take a few moments to give you a little background on Ephesus. What kind of place was
ancient Ephesus?
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Ancient Ephesus

Well, if we had a time machine and could travel back I think we'd be impressed. Ephesus was a
large and beautiful city located near the mouth of the Cayster River. A canal connected the river to
the city harbour. This meant that ships had convenient access to and from the Aegean Sea. This
connection to the sea combined with the city's location on a major road network led to it becoming
a prosperous place of trade and commerce. The constant flow of travellers in and out made it the
perfect location to set up a church and disseminate the gospel. This was clearly why Paul had
devoted three precious years to establishing the church here (Acts 20:31).

It was also by ancient standards a large city. In fact for many years during the Roman period it was
second only to Rome as the largest city in the Empire. In the first century the city was home to
between 250-300 thousand people. Among these were a considerable number of Jews who took up
residence in this city. Ephesus was the capital and the premier city of Asia Minor's western region.
An area known as proconsular Asia.

As befitted a leading regional city, Ephesus had many fine and impressive buildings.

The city possessed splendid market places, gymnasiums, theatres, a triumphal arch and a fabulous
library (although this was built after the time of Paul).

The great theatre of Ephesus was one of the largest outdoor theatres in the ancient world. It could
hold crowds of up to 25,000 people. They would pack the narrow terraces to watch fights between
men and beasts and Taylor Swift concerts.

However the city was best known for a religious building. The awe-inspiring temple of Diana. The
temple took over 100 years to construct. I can only assume that they employed British construction
workers. It was dedicated to the goddess Diana or Artemis and was widely considered to be one of
the seven wonders of the world. Diana was the goddess of the hunt, wild animals, fertility, and the
moon. The temple was 130m long, 67m wide and was surrounded by 127 white marble columns
that were each 19m high. People came from all over the ancient world to marvel at the temple. One
ancient writer wrote of the temple,

“I have seen the Walls of the Hanging gardens of Babylon, the Statue of Zeus of Olympia, the
Colossus of Rhodes, the lofty Pyramids, the Pharos of Alexandria and the ancient tomb of
Mausolus. But when I beheld the Temple at Ephesus towering in the clouds, all these other marvels
were eclipsed.”

Ephesus was also famous for its magic (occult) arts. The “Ephesian Letters,” containing magic
formulas written on paper or parchment, were much sought after for use as amulets to ward off evil
spirits and to bring good luck.

I hope that brief insight into first century Ephesus has given you some idea of what the city was
like. It was a lively, cultured and vibrant place. It would have been an exciting city to visit. Timothy
certainly wasn't being left in some boring country town. Anyway back to verse 3.
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Here is Paul's charge to Timothy:.
Remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

Paul's specific motivation for Timothy to stay was to maintain correct teaching in the Ephesian
church. Note here the use of the word “charge.” This is military language. It means to give a strict
order from a superior officer. Paul uses this word 8 times in his two letters to Timothy. Here is the
message he is conveying through his words.
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“Timothy you are a Christian soldier. Here are your orders from the King. Now get out into the field
and deliver these order to your men.”

So what is the command (order) that he is to deliver to those under his authority. Simply this, he is
to ensure that some (certain people) within the church stop teaching false doctrine. Paul's mention
of "some" as false teachers suggests a small group of people. However as we know a small number
of people can often cause a great deal of disruption. Big churches have been destroyed by the
poison of just a few committed individual. As the well known idiom states, “One bad apple can
spoil the whole barrel.”Therefore we are to assume that this group, though probably small were
influential enough to be a concern.

Let us consider for a moment what it was that they were teaching. There is very little danger to the
church when false teachers come along and teach something that is brazenly anti-biblical.

If I stood here next Sunday and tried to convince you that Christ's atoning death on the cross was
not sufficient to save sinners. That in order to really be saved we must follow a strict set of rules as
laid down by me. What would your reaction be? Hopefully to kick me out of the church.

The danger you see always lies in subtlety. It comes with just a slight twisting or distorting of the
truth. The formula is 98% of truth with 2% of deception carefully blended in. That combination can
prove deadly.

In Ephesus, it seems there were people who were teaching different things to the truth as laid down
by Paul. He remember had received these things (the truth) from Jesus Christ. So Timothy was
charged with putting a stop to any teaching that did not agree with the sound words of our Lord and
saviour Jesus Christ. This command remains in place today for people who are called into
leadership positions in the church. No one gets to stand in this pulpit to teach false doctrine to the
sheep under my care.

Let us learn a little more about the errors that were creeping into the Ephesian church.
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4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly
edification which is in faith.

The Apostle Paul gives us here some insight into what these false teachers were teaching. They
were teaching fables or myths along with interminable genealogies. Paul reminded Timothy that
the church was to pay no heed to these made up speculations or flights of fancy. The concept behind
“giving heed to” is the notion of attaching or adhering to a certain set or beliefs or teachings. The
church in Ephesus was not to attach any importance to the nonsense of these false teachers.

What exactly is in view here when we talk of fables and genealogies? Since Paul is not explicit we
are left to speculate. Let us deal first with the issue of fables.

Fables may refer to extra-biblical stories that were being taught as if they were divinely inspired.
What had happened over time you see is that people had created stories to plug the gaps or spaces in
the biblical account. These had become a part of Jewish tradition and some even accepted them as
being true. The Jewish Book of Jubilees, an apocryphal work from the second century BC has a
number of legendary additions to the Old Testament which resemble what Paul had in mind. Let me
give you an example to demonstrate this notion of extra-biblical story-telling in practice.

How many of you have heard the story that Noah was mocked by his neighbours for building a
huge boat? How they laughed at this foolish man devoting all his time and energy to building a boat
when they were miles from the sea. I'm sure we've all heard this story. Now, can you direct me to
where it says this in scripture. Search all you like, but you won't be able to find a single verse that
states this. Now it may indeed have happened, BUT it's NOT in the bible. It's a made up story.

Paul may also have been referring to the Gnostic myths about creation that were beginning to
emerge around this time. What about genealogies?

The Jews loved their genealogies. Let's be honest they are the sections of scripture that we tend to
skip over. But they were a constant source of interest and speculation to the Jews. They took great
pride in discovering a link or connection between them and one of their important forefathers like
Abraham or Moses. Now we should not diminish the importance of biblical genealogies. They are
very important. The problem here though was that the Jews thought that having this ancestral
connection made you more holy or worthy in the eyes of God. So let me be clear genealogies play
no part in making a person more holy (righteous) in the eyes of God. So this endless speculation
over how one might be a distant relative of Abraham was both a waste of time and potentially
dangerous.

Whatever the fables or genealogies were we can define them as being “silly distractions.” Paul
opposed this fruitless practice because of what it produced and what it caused Christians to ignore.
It produced arguments and controversies that were deeply unhelpful. It caused believers to be drawn
away from more profitable study. They should have been studying scripture and taking the gospel
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out into the streets of Ephesus not making up nonsense stories.

We are not immune to this kind of thing today. It's interesting how unimportant trivialities or wild
speculations often distract us from what is truly valuable. I listen to a number of sermons and bible
studies online. I once heard a pastor talking about his online viewing figures. He jokingly said that
if he posted a study on biblical giants or UFO's he could get thousands of views. These are exciting,
ear tickling subjects. Many are drawn to these subjects. If however he posted a chapter by chapter,
and verse by verse exposition of the book of Romans his figures would be in the hundreds. Now I
ask you, which of these would be of the greatest benefit to Christians today?

So the false teachers in Ephesus were just exploiting the human desire for novelty and intrigue. The
eventual fruit of these man-made diversions soon becomes evident. Though they may be popular
and even fascinating to people in the short term, in the long run they don’t produce mature believers
who are strong in the faith.

Let us read on and see what lies behind Paul's command to Timothy.
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5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience,
and from sincere faith,

Here's a question for you to consider. What should be the ultimate aim of a bible teacher or pastor?
Should they strive to constantly create debate, controversy, hatred and division? Are they in the
business of sowing doubt and uncertainty in their followers. Or, should they seek to cultivate the
hearts and minds of their hearers so that they demonstrate Christ like love in their daily lives. The
answer should be obvious. The aim of gospel ministry is the production of love.

Now this is not to say that pastors and bible teachers should not challenge their hearers. At times,
we all need to be challenged or questioned about our views, beliefs and lifestyles. But this challenge
should be to shake us from our foolish wordly way of thinking and acting in order to bring us into
line with God's will.

This is why these false teachers in Ephesus must be opposed. What they were doing was motivated
by pointless trivial obsession. They were majoring on the minors. Focusing on matters and issues
that were totally unnecessary. Their speculative nonsense would never bring about true love. This is
because in their hearts they were not truly aligned with God's plan and purpose.

A true leader by contrast should be motivated by pure Christian love. They are put in this position
by God to help their flock become more Christ-like. This is not going to happen if the focus of the
teaching is on myths and endless genealogies. Or for that matter if the focus is merely on
mechanical law keeping.

When Paul speaks of the importance of love that flows from a pure heart he is talking about a heart
which is untainted by selfish motives or impure desires. The heart in scripture always denotes the
inner core of a human being. It is the seat of our spiritual emotions and desires. When our heart is in
line with the teachings of Jesus we are in a place to instruct others.

Paul also stresses the significance of a good conscience. We are to strive to live in a way that is in
alignment with God's moral standards and principles. Once again we cannot properly love and serve
others when we are living in a way that is contrary to what God wants.

Finally, he highlights the importance of sincere or unfeigned faith. This underscores the need for an
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authentic and unwavering belief in the truths of the gospel.

Allow me to put all this together and give you a summary statement. When we approach God’s
commandments with love in our hearts, we are able to carry them out with genuine care and
compassion for others. Having a good conscience means living in alignment with our values and
principles. This allows us to make choices that uphold our integrity and honour God’s teachings.
Maintaining a sincere faith means trusting in God’s wisdom and guidance wholeheartedly, believing
in the significance and goodness of following His commandments.

So, when we consider this verse, we are reminded that the Christian life is not simply about
mechanically following rules. Living in a good and God pleasing way comes from a place of love,
purity and faith.
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6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk,

Paul again refers to the "certain persons" who have gone astray. You will note that these individuals
still remain unnamed. The implication seems to be that Timothy knew exactly who these people
were and so it was unnecessary for Paul to explicitly identify them. Paul then goes on to highlight
what had happened to these individuals.

These people had diverted from the pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith mentioned in the
previous verse. His description of these individuals is interesting. He says they have “strayed,”
(astoched). In the King James the word used is “swerved.” I think the King James better captures
the intent. The idea being conveyed is that the “certain persons” have missed the mark. Picture an
archer shooting an arrow at a target. For some reason the arrow swerved mid-flight and failed to hit
the target. These people were once were on the right trajectory but now they are unable to hit the
gospel target.

Paul then tells us that they have “turned aside” (ektrepo). The Greek word conveys the idea of
twisting or turning. It is commonly used in medical contexts to describe a dislocated limb. You may
have witnessed someone having an accident and dislocating an arm or leg. The body part in
question is distorted and no longer in proper alignment with where it should be. So to put what Paul
is saying here into context, the certain persons in view had gotten their beliefs “bent out of shape.”
They had taken what was good, healthy and properly formed, and twisted it into something bad,
unhealthy and unnatural. This was a harsh criticism indeed on these men.

Finally, Paul informs us that they had slipped into idle talk. What he means is that their discussion
and teaching time had descended into vain, empty and pointless talk that went nowhere. I'm sure all
of us have sat through interminable meetings in which the discussion proved unproductive. An hour
or more of talk that led to nothing of merit. Now, Paul is not suggesting that we shouldn't have time
talking together or even that there may be times that we fail to come to an agreement. But what he
is opposing is purposeless talk that is never intended to educate or enlighten. Let me give you an
example.

It has been said that medieval scholars would often get into lengthy debates about pointless, trivial
matters. [ suppose that on long dark winter nights in the monastery there was not much else to do.
One of the issues they argued over was how many angels could dance on the point (head) of a
needle. Yes, I know it's a vital topic. Of course, it's an issue that can never be resolved, perhaps that
was the point. We do not have sufficient evidence to come to any kind of definitive answer. And far
more importantly, WHO CARES, IT'S NOT IMPORTANT. This is an example of what Paul is
condemning.

Let us turn now to our final verse for today.
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7 desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which
they affirm.

Paul tells us here about the desires or motivations of these certain individuals. These individuals
were either Jewish converts to Christianity, or else Gentiles who were attracted by Judaism and the
structure it offered. We know that the early church struggled for a time with Jews who wanted to
make following Christ conform to Jewish practices. The Apostle Paul referred to such people as
“Judaizers” (see Gal 2:14).

The false teachers in Ephesus desired to be teachers (rabbis) of the law. The reference here to “the
law” most likely means the Mosaic Law. Paul probably did not mean that these false teachers failed
to understand the letter of the Law. Though this may have been true in certain cases. He probably
meant that they did not really understand what the Law was really saying, or not saying. Simply put
these men in their ignorance missed the point of the Law.

Now, I should point out that the desire to be a leader in the church is a good thing. As the Apostle
Paul writes,

This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work. (1
Tim 3:1)

But in the case of these men two significant obstacles stood in their way to being good leaders. The
first was that they lacked understanding or true knowledge. They had controversy, enthusiasm, and
speculation, but none of the required understanding expected of a teacher. People in positions of
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leadership be that in the church, or in wider society are expected to have the requisite knowledge
and skills.

We are very blessed in this church to have Pastor Bell with us. As a leader in the church he has
devoted many years to careful research and study. This means he possesses a vast store of
knowledge. If we were to ask him a question on theology, the bible or church history he'd probably
be able to give us an answer. If he was unsure on something I'm sure he'd say as much and go away
and do some research on the subject. But these certain individuals in Ephesus were not like Pastor
Bell. They wanted to be teachers but lacked the necessary knowledge.

The second obstacle was their extreme pride. They were not only misinformed and lacking
knowledge, but were also arrogant. They were prone to speaking when they should have been
inclined to listen. Sadly such a criticism applies to many in positions of power even today.

Next week, Lord willing we will look at what Paul has to say about the law and how it should be
used.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.

A 059 2ol A T X WES AAGH
1 The need to be discerning

In Paul's day opportunities for false teachers were somewhat limited. They could speak in the
market places or street corners or possibly gain access to a church or synagogue.

This meant that they were easy to avoid. Once you knew that so-and-so preacher was a deceiver
you could go to worship or shop somewhere else.

It is much more difficult to avoid false teachers and their deceptions today. This is because we are
bombarded by deception today. It can come through many forms, books, magazines, online
sermons, worship music and the internet to name just a few. Often the false doctrine can be very
subtle. Sometimes eluding even the notice of those in church leadership positions. As I pointed out
before it's easy to spot blatant errors. But smaller things can sometimes sneak past unnoticed. We
might think an individual or an organisation is biblically sound. We may believe that they are
providing a great teaching resource when in fact there is something rotten at their core. We should
remember that people following false teachers do not realise that they are being deceived. If we
highlight this fact to them, they may well be offended. They may become angry that we are daring
to call this “godly” individual a fraud or fake. They are likely to accuse us of being unkind and
judgemental to point out this person's failings. But actually to show discernment and point out
deception is the loving thing to do. We are loving our Christian brother or sister by warning them of
the peril or danger they may not have noticed.

So let us all be serious about what we consume or allow others in our orbit to consume. If we are
parents this means our children. Let us all be more discerning and run what we watch, read, listen to
or participate in up against God's Word. If it passes this test then it is safe and good for us to use it.
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2 Have we straved or turned aside?

In today's passage we read about how the false teachers in Ephesus had drifted away from the truth.
They had been seduced by myths and fables. They had allowed their interest in such things to
distract them from what was truly important.

It's an easy trap to fall into. We are all prone at times to become fascinated by things that are
mysterious and intriguing. For example many people become fascinated by the study of demons
(demonology). Many speculative books have been written on this subject. Now, it's not wrong to
spend time studying what the bible has to say about demons. In fact, we all should have some
knowledge on this subject. However a careful balance is needed. We can easily devote too much
time to these things. Time when we are taken away from what really ought to occupy our hearts and
minds. As believers out chief concern or interest in life ought to be our Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ.

So let us stand back and evaluate our Christian lives. Do we still have a passion and desire to seek
after God? Do the daily tasks of discipleship still excite us? Do we look forward to reading the
Word, being in prayer or worshipping through song? If not, let us now recommit ourselves to God.
Let us ask for the Holy Spirit's help to rekindle that fire so that we do not stray or turn aside from
the truth of the gospel.
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