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God's church, God's way - 1% Timothy 12 — Sermon Notes
Title: “1¢ Timothy 12”

Scripture: 15 Timothy 6:1-2

Date preached: September 28t 2025

Scripture: 1% Timothy 6:1-2

1 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all
honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 2 And those who
have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather
serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort
these things.
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Review

Today we are beginning the sixth and final chapter of Paul's first epistle to Timothy. But before we
do that I thought it would be good to spend a few moments reviewing chapter 5. We went through it
rather quickly so it would benefit us to briefly review the key themes it touched upon.

The chapter might be summed up as being sound advice for how to deal with different people or
groups within the church. In many contemporary churches we divide the congregation into age
related groups. We have a program for school aged children, teenagers, young adults, married
people and adults who have outgrown the young adult's ministry. The argument for such an
approach is that each group has specific needs and concerns. Young children need teaching they can
understand, young adults enjoy loud raucous music, and older people may be bothered by the noise
of infants. Therefore in order to better serve these needs it is best to separate the congregation.
Whilst I can see some merit to this I think that it is very important that we worship together
regularly. It's healthy and beneficial that everyone mixes together for times of worship. Older
believers have much wisdom and insight to impart to the young. And the young enthuse and
encourage the old. This is I believe what the church should be.

I don't imagine that this kind of age based division took place in the early church. The church of the
first few centuries met in peoples' homes. All ages gathered and worshipped together in a single
room. This meant that Timothy had to deal with a wide range of people. He wasn't the young adult
pastor who only handled people aged between 19 and 31. He had to interact with people of all ages.
So let's remind ourselves of what Paul told him.

He dealt first with older men. In the ancient patriarchal world they may have presented the most
challenging group for a young Timothy to deal with. The young were expected to be incredibly
respectful and reverent.

It would have been very bad form to have openly (publicly) argued with, rebuked or chastised an
older man. So Paul's wise advice is to take a different approach. Instead of rebuking or speaking
harshly come alongside these older man and gently correct or advise them when needed. Timothy
was to treat these men as if they were his father. In most cultures around the world fathers are
looked up to and respected. We refer to them by honourable terms, and speak to them respectfully.

When it came to younger men Timothy was encouraged to develop a close and loving connection.
He was to treat them like his brothers. This means he was not to think of himself as being superior
to them. They were his equals in the church, but at the same time, just like with a younger brother
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they may need his guidance and correction at certain times. Timothy was to be ready and willing to
do this when required.

Paul then advised Timothy on how to deal with older women. As a “young” man Timothy may have
been “mothered” a little by some of the older women in the church. Perhaps they brought him food
and fussed over him. This was not a bad thing. He probably rather enjoyed it. Timothy was to treat
the older women with reverence and respect. He certainly wasn't to take for granted or abuse their
kindness. He was to treat them with consideration as though they were his mother.

Paul then briefly touches upon how Timothy is to treat younger women. They are to be handled with
great care. Timothy was being watched carefully and judged on his conduct. If he acted improperly,
or even if there was the slightest hint of impropriety with the young women it would seriously
damage his reputation. Therefore he must keep his distance, maintain purity and act as though they
were his sisters.

In the next section of chapter 5 Paul spoke about widows. The church had an obligation to offer help
where it was really needed. However given that there may have been many widows and the church
had limited funds assessment criteria were needed. The general rule was that only women who were
really in need, and those who were truly alone would be supported. Those that had family members
were to seek help from them. Those that were younger were to look to remarry. This was Paul's
preferred method of dealing with younger aged women who found themselves alone.

For older women over the age of 60 there was the possibility that they might be given permanent
support. However in order to qualify they must meet a strict list of criteria. This was designed to
ensure that the church only supported genuine widows who had led good godly lives and were now
willing to devote their remaining years to the church.

In the final part of chapter 5 Paul touches upon the issue of elders (pastors) in the church. He
reminds Timothy that those who commit themselves to the church are worthy of honour and respect.
It is not an easy job and can at times be difficult and challenging. In particular those who devote
their energies to preaching and teaching sound doctrine were worthy of double honour.

As I said last time this means that the church acknowledge and respect them for their efforts, and
that they are financially rewarded for their work. It might be nice to think that the pastor should be
content joyfully serving the church. That the reward from doing that should be sufficient. Now,
obviously it should be a joy for the pastor to serve. They should feel that they are absolutely in the
right place, the only place they can be. Charles Spurgeon once gave some advice to his aspiring
pastoral students. He told them.

“If you can do anything else, do it. If you can stay out of the ministry, stay out of the ministry.”

What he meant was that the office of pastor is ONLY for those for whom there is nothing else.

It is for men who have no desire to do anything other than pastor a church. Now I ask you how are
we to treat such men? Should we be happy to see them struggle and live in poverty? Clearly not.
That would be unbiblical. The bible makes it clear that those who work or labour for the church,
especially in teaching and preaching the gospel ought to be looked after. They must be provided for.
What this looks like in practical terms will vary from church to church. The general rule however
should be that the pastor be properly cared for so that their time and effort can solely be put into
shepherding their flock.

Following this Paul speaks about how Timothy is to handle complaints or accusations against an
elder. If an individual comes forward the accusation is to be dismissed. Although this may seem
harsh, and maybe unfair a single witness is not enough. Sadly as we see today people can be cruel
and vindictive. If we believe everyone who comes forward we might destroy a man's reputation and
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damage the church for no good reason. Therefore action is only required when multiple witnesses
come forward. When this occurs action must be taken. An investigation needs to be launched. If the
pastor is found guilty then he is to be rebuked publicly. The congregation need to know of this
leader's sin. From his example they will learn that godliness is an ongoing pursuit. If we lose focus
or backslide we too may end up in this predicament.

This is why Timothy is not to be too hasty in appointing people to positions of power in the church.
Far better to wait and assess someone before “laying on hands,” and making the position official.
Assessing or evaluating someone carefully will usually reveal a great deal about their character and
nature. We can see whether they are a suitable person to lead the church. If they are, they can be
given the job. If not then we can look for a more suitable person.

With that review of chapter 5 complete we can now begin chapter number 6.

252 HIZO| CI=Eof| 2l 2 2 Ailo] DIR[EF Rl 6 TS ARRILIEE 1701 5 T3 T | &HE23EHH

22Pts TS B WEA| XLRCER 5 HO| LR T2 UESS oM Ef0=E 20| =50| = 22l
Cf

W

e 5| LY CIISHAIZESS Clichs BIZ0]| LS 255 TI0Z QOFE! 4~ QUSLICE B2 o0 We|=2 3fF
0| L2} OFEC= LEsLIEE 27| Ofs, &l O B 7|=A J2[0 AV [E X|HARIES ot =13
AL 30| oot 2 BIALS BliS|= O|f= 2+ S0 80 Z2eet 2P H P | MERLIEE Of
200 =2 Ofsliet o= Q= 71=2R0| Hashn, ME=2 A[11PR 8242 Z0/6IH L0522 F0IE2| A2 44
oh = QUELICE RN Ot 2R O & SZAP V| 26N 252 22I6k= 20| 20 B= 24 Z5L L
== Oz 2 A0 Of= F ZFE0| QUIKIEL KM= L2PHI ECZ 2| OHI=R = 20| iR S0t
1 AHZISH IO BV HEPA| OfHKSH= A2 7sin Qe It p O O O 10 O 1 OO0 O O 017
SEE0| BELICE J2[0 F20IE2 LIO| = ARSI €82 20121 7|22 S=0t ELIC A= w=PtHoRE
S| JRfoFpicfn AWz et [Tt

mjo mjo

1]

27| weii= O HREE F120| BIE 2L 27| R AP | S2F wel= ARES| 2ol 2L 2=
TP o ol 20 OlRIREELICE Of= CIREP IS AMRISS HFOPF ES CPIREEHIEE =19 MO 3
1 M| Alole] HECHE TR F2 SAPHOR-REELEE = 2= SR ARSI wiRsiOF RsLEE 22| Bt
20| 0P| ot 2= TRA| 2P0l EAEE

J= TK Lio| = EXIS0| Chioll HEELIEE 100l 7 [IFEE AR J=2 F12 CI=HOH| 7 F 0= 20|
RS WL F20152 152 T80 ESoIPFIELHEE 0 OO0 OO0 O =85, ZASEALL
TE= 242 DR St 0[S ZAULICE MR HIZ2 CIEE T2 A Fol2Fn S4E6HH| o et 2
S FHE| 2SH= T A0 CP P EIGSICIH SE| HEERALE A0SO @iLICt CIRHi= OIS
DEK| OfHR P2 CHSHOF RESLIEE 7 AP CHEEC| E2tH0i OfR = =22 FFEEELICL f2l= OHKIE
TZ6l= B2 £20 E501= 022 OPP RILEL

S2 52 KIS TSk ARIOR GLIBIZE OIS [t IS SHIE CRIOFOLD, KIS ISt 2
LI APISIR| LOOFEILIE 52 T It SS3HEIRIKEL SADY Ofl SUkR CIzHe| Xizef
AP TSt s QIS Tl TS ) 7pH0] T80 & ZHPHEl0] Q00 SIS

HIZ2 010W L{0| = Ot3=2 Cliol= 'E0]| Choll ZRRIELIEE wielo| Lo = 0180|282 EI=HPA| "o
HLE SRS = RUELEE OfE 52 J0| SAS 7R 25 SR 25U O Lt
0 OO0 OO0 = 200 IS S48 J-HEE TR LIO| £ Ofg5S ES0K1 S6HA| CiioF XK
S 3352 TS J2iok| oP P HEINE 2F ZIREELIEE =SS DI XRLlo| OfHLINE Highlor s



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 12 — Sermon Notes Page 4

LIEE

HIZ:2 O[0{M C|2HP 2 OHISS OfEA| LhisioF SEEX| Qigailint =2 DY 2| CHotoF SibIEf: T
ZHP| =S AREO0| 2| 2| AP HERIELIE RISF 0 RSP tisshAH, 2 ofS=0iM ==
O} FAFECHARIS SICiH 0| o aizioM| flkeE ZRLEE 52 ISt RIS 7, =25 AP |
0 OFK| RO KIOpk{2] ASOHOF MSLHIEE

5 oI CIZ F=0iM HIS2 1150 Chiol O0P RIELIFL wel= TFYC= Eavt AIRISS BofE o7/ RGN
Cp 22+ SA| B2 b7 R0 wslo| IFE0| F5310 | =01 &Vt 7 20| HafEt-IFt TFde= 20| &
20+ Ot & nFR1 OfgST K zoh= 20| REDIRELIEE 7150 YUi= OS2 7 0| =85 —IOoF i,

0 OO0 OO O OO0 O] O] OO0 | BESO| 2K121 242 OF0i| A4S h= A0 IRESLIE

60 M| Ofof L2l OS2 BRI R RIS RIS 715 0| QREELEE 2 welo| Kfis onfH izt 7=
SEOFUELIEL Of Zzich &rs 2401 HE2 OIS wlo 0| o SHIALSK= & MRSE A6 | 2I0IRE
LICE

5 Y DIREF F20M HIE2 W] L) S=(=A) 2XME CiEHH s wepf shislis AlRS2 E8ut E=5s
= AP0 UCkn i} S22 +f2 20| Of-H OfF el= LRILICt 55| 276 W S sk 712X
= Ol &= Z= ARE2 7 i S8 A0 RELEE X IHEH0= ZEERER0| Ofs wePt J=0| LS
OPgok B30l 52| o] il AN 285 olfrs 2E QPRILIEL S2kptuels 7 12| 7 = 20
TSSO if diZiet e QUSLIEE 1200] 2ye2 Foibhn 2L =2 S2ikoPi= /= 201 715
OfofoF gi-Iet 52 ROf HIEA| Q00F et 2| 5 Rpilo| S K2 [0f| QEFD =2HOF Si-Cf EA AEER
=opis HUok= MRS O | =it

"CIE 2 gt QLI SIS, A0 SH01 4= ULIH AIFOHA Bof-ple.

22 SARES BE 20| Bls MEROPIR Meleil b S2i= 1ol oV = A 2= BE OfH Y= okl
K| B2 MESS Piot ZLIEE OW| R2k= ISS OfEA Thistor 27iee 30| S 7 I Als & £
1 7 HSHOF iy eS| OFHIRE 242 HEXOIK| BiaIE Ha2 welE 2l £5| 582 712X it
of= &2 Sk AlRSS =00 eitir £%0| it 52 FU=I0[0F SibIf Opio| M2 Of 252K
= WAt CEE Z4LE 2 QPRI A2 TSt Zat [ AP R 22 =I0F 350| ARt
LR Q2| Y HE S O 25 = A== SIPF

OO} BiZ2 CIREPHE=0]| Cieh 2 E0 | 114s OfEH| KEBHOF SEEX(0 Chisl OloR [2i-IEf: St AIRIZI0) =

EOITH 1 1= TRIEO0F RILIEE HIE 0P| 7120k 2580 BUX| 222 ot o SeRte2E= 57
S| SiELIFE QERP: @520 ARRSO0| TR 25501 25 BRI MR HHS Sl REAMES
O| 25 B=CE Yot OlR §0| V10| OIS HIESHL wle o SIS 77HE 4= QELIEL [HEPA O] S20] Lt
= 2 Z=APHEQOR [} 17 20| LrdolH KIS Fokt, ZAE ARPIOFLEE ZAIR| 2P ERHEH S0

Mo ZS RofoF eiIfh 2fSS0] 1 =2kie| ZIE oot eiIft O =27 12 Sofl B8i0| Zriis =

ToIOF 2iS Hite RILIEE 22| ot SHE ST ORieh 2180 bR -~ RUSLIEL

T2 2P el X|=A S et I LT - S50M| 280 CrElLEt <Ok & S5l 1 Ziklis Shlet
op | 0l SE0| ARIS 21 ok 20| 2 WL V1S LSO &V B TP D ARFe] o=
S0l il B2 ZiE 2| ElLEE D AR0| el QI (0f et AROR| =Rkt 4= RELIEE B/t 01| Xt

SICIH T AR 2p8is B2 o RUSHEE 22K R O Xefiot Ak Rojof gi-Ibf

0



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 12 — Sermon Notes Page 5

5 0i| thich A7 HERCL Ol 6 B2 ARSI

Introduction

Today we are going to read about Paul's advice to slaves (bondservants). The issue of slavery
remains a hot topic today. In the west where slavery was abolished many years ago some feel we
have not properly atoned for our past sins. We are encouraged to feel great guilt and shame for what
our ancestors did. Across much of the world slavery is an ongoing issue. I have spoken before about
the shocking number of people who are still enslaved. I don't want to spend any time talking about
these things today. Paul was writing to people living in the first century. So let's speak about what
slavery looked like in Paul's day.

By the first century the practice of slavery was beginning to decline across the Roman Empire.
Many slaves were being freed and fewer people were being enslaved. In the centuries before Christ
it has been estimated that between 80-90% of the entire Roman Empire were slaves. According to
William Barclay this means that there were between 50-60 million people enslaved in the empire.
By Paul's day this percentage had diminished to around 75%. So we are still talking about a huge
percentage of the population. The whole culture at that time was built upon slavery. Owning slaves
was regarded as being a mark of prestige and wealth. Having large numbers of servants was a status
symbol.

Appreciating this helps us better understand the attitude that the Apostle Paul and the other New
Testament writer had towards slavery. For them the issue had to be handled in a delicate nuanced
way. To suddenly call for a slave uprising (revolt), or even to have called for the practice to be
abolished would have been rather like cutting the legs from a table. The whole empire would have
collapsed. It would have led to mass unemployment and social chaos. Just imagine if overnight half
of the Korean population lost their jobs. We'd see riots, civil unrest and widespread chaos.

Also on a more practical level who would Paul have appealed to? It was hardly as though the
Roman emperor would listen to the pleas of some new fringe religious cult. The Roman emperor
was unlikely to pass any law that would anger the elites of the empire, and have them turn against
him. Had the church adopted an overtly anti-slavery position it would have been discredited in the
eyes of many.

This does not deter many sceptics, and even some Christians from being disconcerted to read that
throughout the pages of the New Testament that slavery is not openly condemned. Some feel that
Paul should have been tougher, and outrightly pointed out that it was a wicked practice that God
opposed. Some even go as far as to say he actually endorsed slavery. I do not believe this to be the
case. Paul at no point openly or publicly promoted or advocated for slavery. In fact as we saw back
in chapter 1 Paul condemned “kidnappers” (1 Tim 1:10). He referred to “slave dealers” or “slave
traders” as sinners. In his 1% letter to the Corinthians he told his readers not to be concerned about
being a slave, but if the opportunity arose to gain their freedom (1 Cor 7:21). We should also not
overlook his modification of the servant-master relationship in his letter to the Ephesians (6:5-9).
What he advises in this passage destroyed the very essence of slavery. So Paul's position regarding
slavery is as follows. It exists as a reality of life. Whilst it is far from ideal that is the situation with
which we must deal. If you, as a slave have the opportunity to be set free then do so. However
whilst you are a slave you must obey your master and seek to please God.

Paul taught that God requires our willing submission to those in authority (Tit 3:1, Rom 13:2). This
meant that slaves, just like other working people were to respectfully come under submission to
those in authority over them. So although today this makes us feel uncomfortable we should try and
see the issue from both the social realities of the time, and also from God's perspective. The people
living in the first century only knew of a world in which slaves existed, and played an important
role. The idea that people were all uniquely special and deserved to be free to make their own
decisions in life was wholly alien to them.
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It was God's plan that the “good news” first change people and then over time these changed people
impacted their own societies. This is indeed what we saw happen. Wherever the message of Christ
went it resulted in a reduction in, and eventually the elimination altogether of slavery. Masters
realised that it was wrong to treat people this way and they freed their slaves or employed them on a
more equitable basis.

It will also be helpful I think to spend a few moments talking about the slavery that existed at the
time Paul was writing.

=]

22 L0|(F) S0l thict Hi2e| =018 BRELIt 0| ZHile 25201 OFH0| =210| l= FHRILIEL 22
0| LeOf| M= F IR A ARROiA OFF ARSS2 IPHC| ZPH M= S| QI dizfelt [t 352
ZES0| RXIE Z0f| il Siiie| P2IS0| 22 Mzt kS IHOF oIt RRLIEE M| S50 120 A=
= OS] REEf= SHIRLEL S0l LeOl2 20p . U= MES2| S2MR! s3K10f| Chol 0| Rs=E2! X0|
UELIEE 252 1701 Chol B Ot 150l RZIELIEL Bi22 1 AP [0f] 250 RUE ARISON| BRIE 2ELIE
2| HEE AEH| (=04 M= | OfH R0 RAEA| RS2 RIS

1 AP | 78 Z0pAE TS0 Lo0f| M= HERP | ARRIEHIEL B2 OISO0| SRR, 0 OO0 =0t e
RS2 SOIBUEHEL 7[R 3 AP | S20lk= 20K THIR| 80~90% 7+ eOHIRIE 202 SRMEILCE 22
& ISR Ao (= 20} K= Lo 5 2k6 T2 Fo| 0P+ AUEELIEE BiE ALK O[22 = 0] H]
20| 2 75% 2 ZARIK[EL OFFS| 22| o F20| LOEOREHEE SAR| A= &0 M= 201 MRS
LIEE L0 2R0t= 242 B0iRH 72 20RELEL H2 3Rl Fe 22 | IR

ORich AMais & Al HiSA} BEE A9 8 KRS0 L0l MiE=0i| Chiol 7P EH=S T & Ooliet o= 4L
Ck 252 O ZHIE kliohl =58P HIFOPF L ZAP | 0] RS 297 AL 1e0]| M| RIS
TR 2482 O] AER| LIRS K== 240t ZUAS AL M= TP HSeiRtE ZARLIEE CHEF 2RI AL
M SEIC2 O/ofiE RILIEL SIRE Alop]| o= 2H2| ZHI0| ZRIRIS SR il 2ENR. Z5 ARl

fot

=0t 20 Seict 2210] 20fotE JLEt
EEOHE O SRl STHOIM BEH BIE2 10| ot 4~ Qe 20HekPF M= HFd| S T

245 TIE0HEA| BRiE AL 20HERPHRRS| ERESS bl Sk, 50| AP ol 52 =2 &
Of HET SUAP K| QA4S ZIULICE wept S7HROE LOfro]| BICkok= QIES FRICIH B2 ARISR| &
LS 2UAS AU

Olgfe A0l 2710H1 B2 SPIEAIS &5 715 uQIE2 Lorgd THI0| 2 LORP | S7iMe= S|
K| BRACHE AXR0| SRR BlLE OfH OS2 BIZO| B Z8ct RIS ok, J20| Si-FEAIM BICHS b=
Afefet ARIRIS BHlio| AR CEL 2ot 2X[0f OfH O[=2 HIZO0| &RIZ L0 AR RITEL 2ot
7 PRI UL K= A 20K piELE B2 232 S/NCZ OIS St LT S<oiX| Rt
M 1 oM ERERO| HIZE " R IDIPiK S kidnappers"( B 1:10) 2 HERISLICE IS2 " OIS S =
SHlHE2 =S ZRORERL SRELIFE NEI=EAON BiE2 LOiiEH K201 Chol iR{oiK| 2, Jei= Xke
£ S 7pPHY M 212 012512 TSIk 7 7:21). S5+ oA 7Sk R0 0| 2HAIE A
Al gefet A ZEsit= O EILIEK6:5-9). O 720 HIZO| RIsh 242 Le0f| M=o =2E PRSI
=0 Mis=0| et BiE2| 236= Chsatt 25 10l M= el Stz St Of™el a2 25 OfLK|
2t PEPHOENOF 2t S0k teoile] AR Xir2rfz 7 kP I A o2t KR Leoi2 Ri= S0t
Off= ZR0IH| =BSRL Si-HES 7 AP P IS =801k

HIZ2 SILIEHN 22+ HeRISOH 7 PHO| =80V IS #ok Ikl 7I=RELIE B 3:1, E13:2). O T



God's church God's way — 15t Timothy 12 — Sermon Notes Page 7

LeSAENE OISR 2R U= KIS0 "SSP =500t eig SRR @5 f20iis S| HX|
X2 O] XIS SAlRl M oHeli} SifEO| 2R BF0iM BIRIRE=E L=ior el 1 AP | ARRIS2 0Pt
TR M 2 R, 101 M= Sot I2is S ARS2 27 =50kt S26iH 152 oM
2 ZEE LE RIS 2 AH0| QL= ARA R 50| o 5 Z0IREELIEE

"= 0 BN MESS Bie\P I, ARIO| X[=0]| (it HHefe! AIRS0| Atlo] Ml ol P i= 210 St
ARLREELEL &2 F2f= Ot 20| Loit= Ag EEHEE D2IAN=0f 20| HolE XOICH 0 M=
7t st Z= 2RH0| RORELEL RS2 ARISS Ol A19F Tioh= 20| ZXR2E ML L0iIS S|
7 PALHOILH T SESHH| 8=

HIZ0| 0| 25 = A SR 101 MI=01| Chol ZA| OI0P I6k= 2= f=20] 2 Z0REL A2t

This is because our notions of what constitutes slavery are shaped by what we have been taught in
school. We have all quite rightly been impacted and scarred by the way in which people were treated
during the 16™ to the mid 19" century. When we think about slavery we tend to think of black
Africans in chains being herded onto ships to be taken to North and South America and Europe. A
practice we refer to today as the transatlantic slave trade.

This kind of racial slavery bears little resemblance to the slavery of Paul's day. The African slaves
taken to America and other places were forcibly imprisoned (kidnapped) and sold into servitude.
They were typically considered to be little more than animals or property and as such were often
treated abominably. Whilst this form of slavery did still occur in the New Testament era slavery in
general was a little different. The slavery that existed in Paul's day was not racial.

The next important difference to highlight was how people came to be slaves. There were a variety
of ways one could find themselves a slave in the first century.
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Some were slaves because they had been captured as prisoners during a military campaign.
Josephus, who wrote about the Jewish revolt against Rome in the first century, claimed that the
Roman army captured 97,000 slaves in Galilee and Judea. However given the relative peace of the
empire at this time (the Pax Romana) the number of P.O.W slaves had greatly diminished. Clearly
these were the most unfortunate slaves in the ancient world. These men and women were in effect
kidnapped and forced into servitude. These slaves often endured terrible conditions as they were
forced to do the most demanding and menial work. They worked in agriculture, construction and in
mines. These slaves were simply considered to be property. This meant they could be brought, sold,
abused and disposed of at the master's whim. Life for people in this form of slavery would have
been brutally hard. One commentator referred to it as being the equivalent of being handed a death
sentence!

However there were other kinds of slaves in the first century. They had an altogether different
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experience. Of course, I am not suggesting that it is ever pleasant or agreeable to be a slave or a
servant.

Some were slaves either by choice or circumstance. Those that sold themselves into slavery were
known as “bondservants.” Why you might ask would someone willingly do such a thing. Well,
depending on your situation being a slave might not be too bad an existence. You would have your
accommodation, meals and clothing provided. You would also earn a small wage. Many of these
slaves were household or domestic slaves. They ran the household, cooked and cleaned. If you had a
reasonable or generous master your life of servitude might not be too unbearable. There was always
the possibility that after many faithful years of service your master might release you as a freeman.

For others entering into slavery was the only way to pay off a debt. You owed a sum of money to a
person and had no way of repaying the debt. In such a situation you could work your debt off by
volunteering to work for the person to whom you owed money. In time, when the full amount of the
debt was repaid you could regain your freedom. It might take you a number of years until you had
repaid your debt but then you could go free.

For others being a slave was all they had ever known. They had been born the children of slaves and
had simply always lived and worked as slaves.

Many slaves in the ancient world were well-educated people who provided valuable, much needed
services. People from all strata of society found themselves in debt and as a result turned to slavery.
In many cases they were appreciated and even respected for the work they did. They were often
tasked with looking after, teaching and educating the children of the wealthy. Some slaves were
even given responsibility over other slaves and ran the businesses for their masters.

All of this brings us neatly to the issue of slavery in the New Testament church. As you can imagine
the gospel message of freedom from bondage was very appealing to those in slavery. Therefore the
early church was an intriguing mix of both slaves and slave owners or masters. It must have made
for fascinating social interactions. From the very one-sided relationship that existed at work to now
being seen as brothers equal in the sight of God.

With that background complete let's look at today's passage.
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1 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all
honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.

Paul here addresses those who are slaves for unbelieving masters. The Greek word he uses here for
slave is the word “doulos.” It refers to a “slave” or “servant” and literally means one who is in
“submission to another.” In our English translation the word “bondservant” is used. It refers to
someone who is under a “bond” or is obliged to work as a slave for someone else.

Someone who is under the control or authority of another is not free. Today we quite rightly think of
the term “slave” in a very negative light. But in the ancient world to be identified as a slave carried
no obvious negative connotations. This was because it was such a common and wide-spread
practice. Such a person however was of course under the yoke. The “yoke” was the appliance that
connected an ox to a cart or plough. Oxen had no say whether they served as beasts of burden. The
yoke was placed upon their neck and they were whipped into service. In a similar way a slave has
no say whether they work or not. A slave that refused to work would be severely beaten, they might
even be killed. So to say that someone was “under the yoke” was common parlance which simply
meant a slave. So Paul is speaking directly here to servants or slaves. What is the issue?

Well, the great danger is that the Christian slave might very well adopt an air, or attitude of
superiority. I am in Christ and am therefore saved. My master however is a pagan unbeliever he is
destined for eternal damnation. They may also believe that because their master is an unbeliever that
they can treat him dishonourably and with a lack of respect. Simply put they may treat him badly,
and serve him poorly.

Some slaves its seems, revelling in their newfound freedom in Christ were using their faith as an
excuse to disobey and even defy their masters. This attitude would have made working life very
uncomfortable. It may also have given unbelievers a very unfavourable impression of followers of
Christ, and by extension the Christian faith. What would they have concluded about their
disrespectful Christian slaves? The faith you preach promotes respect, submission, love and
tolerance and yet you are behaving in the opposite way.

So Paul is cautioning slaves not to behave in this way. Even though they were not free, and were
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existing under the yoke of slavery they were to look at the bigger picture. Let me read what Paul
says about this subject in his epistle to the Colossians.

22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eye-service,
as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of
the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for
what he has done, and there is no partiality. (Col 3:22-25)

The bigger picture that the Ephesian slaves were to grasp was the following. God desires that His
people willingly submit to the authorities that He has placed over them. Slaves are to honour and
show obedience and respect to their masters irrespective of how they feel about them. They may
think of their bosses as being despots and bullies, but despite this they still must honour them. They
are to work hard because doing so pleases the Lord.

We might say that they are to think of their work as being work for the Lord. This is because He will
reward them for it in their inheritance to come. We are speaking here of benefits that will come in
the glorious future. So slaves are to look beyond the difficulties and hardships of life here on earth
and focus instead upon eternity.

There is a very good reason for this. The reason is because there is much more at stake than simply
the relationship between the individual slave and their master. What is potentially at stake is how
God and His followers are perceived. A Christian slave who is rude and disrespectful reflects very
badly upon their heavenly Father. The same thing applies today with children. A child who is rude
or offensive reflects badly upon their parents. Onlookers wonder what kind of upbringing was given
to such a child.

A slave owner who becomes angered by the attitude of his Christian slave may blaspheme, or say
wicked things about God and His doctrine. He may curse a God who created such a difficult and
hard to work with child. It is likely that he will be turned off from pursuing the truth of the gospel.
He may even come to associate the faith with rude, intolerant, and disrespectful people. This is why
Paul calls upon slaves to honour their masters even though they may be unpleasant people who are
engaged in a evil practice.

What lies behind Paul's words are applicable to any time or place. Though we are not slaves today
the way we treat and interact with our employers is still vitally important. When we work hard and
honour those who pay us, it glorifies God. It reflects our faith in a positive and endearing light. As |
often say, as Christians we really ought to stand out and be different. When compared with other
unbelieving workers we should be noticeably different. We shouldn't be people who spend our days
moaning or complaining. When it comes to time keeping we should be punctual and honest.
Christian should not abuse the kindness of their bosses by coming to work late, or taking an extra
five minutes at break-time. When is comes to our output we should strive to do our best. We should
not be content with the bare minimum standards. Our work should always be exemplary. As we
noted before good work brings God glory. That should be our aim at work.

When we are bad or lazy workers, or if we are rude or disrespectful to our supervisors, it brings
shame on the name of Jesus Christ. It greatly dims the light of our Christian witness. Let us work in
such a way that we do not give people an excuse to dismiss us and the message of good news we
carry. [ will speak more on this subject in my closing.
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2 And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren,
but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and
exhort these things.

In the previous verse Paul spoke about Christian slaves working for pagan masters. Now he turns to
deal with another potentially tricky topic. Christian slaves who work for Christian masters.

You might baulk at the thought of a Christian even being an owner of slaves. But as I told you
before slavery was just a part of life in the ancient world.

When it came to both parties being believers there are a number of possible issues that may arise.
The Christian slave might expect preferential treatment. They might think that they should be
advantaged in some way. Their thinking may have gone as follows.

“My master is a believing brother. Surely he will treat me much better than the other pagan slaves. I
won't need to work quite so hard now that we share the same faith.”

Or at a more extreme level the slave might think that now they are, “brothers in the faith” the master
has no right to order him to work at all. That he should be entitled to live a privileged life, and only
be given easy tasks and duties to perform. As we saw before such an attitude conveniently overlooks
God's command to willingly submit to those in authority over us.

Paul does not want Christian slaves to think this way. He gives three reasons why they are to respect
their Christian masters and serve them well.

The first, and most obvious reason is that they are brothers. They are in the same family. Family
members should not want to cheat or put down other people in the family. There is something very
wrong with someone who wants to see their mother or brother hurt or disadvantaged so that they
might benefit. We are to love and honour our brothers and sisters in Christ. How unloving it would
be to disrespect them in the workplace or cheat them in terms of your work output or attitude. True
love does not look for excuses to shirk or avoid responsibility. So slaves are to treat their Christian
masters well because that is what God expects from His family members.

Second, slaves are to treat Christian bosses well because they are fellow believers. We are called
upon by God to love others. Here are Jesus own words,
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A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. (John 13:34)

Or consider the Apostle Paul's words taken from the letter to the Romans.

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.
(Rom 13:8)

It's far from being loving to act in such a manner that a fellow believer suffers in some way. To not
properly perform a task your master asks you to do. To argue and complain that things are unfair. Or
to fail to work to your full potential. All of these things show contempt and not love. Slaves are to
also remember that a Christian brother who propsers is likely to act in a generous way towards the
church or fellow believers. Wealthy slave owners who made large profits may well give generously
to the church. So a slave that worked hard was contributing in a way that later may benefit the
church in which he was a member.

Third, slaves are to treat their masters well because they are beloved. It would be understandable
that a slave had a rather negative opinion about their master. They may regard them as being cruel,
hard taskmasters. Perhaps they were demanding and hard to please. But slaves are to remember that
this person was a follower of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ had shed His precious blood to save this
person. This made them special.

God loves them and counts them as being one of His precious children.

Slaves then should not just look at their Christian master as being an employer or boss. They were
to look at them (and treat them) as being a beloved part of their family in Christ. This is an
extremely difficult concept for us to understand today. How could we even like, let alone love
someone who kept us as a slave. We rightly deplore people who enslave others. It was probably
equally tough to accept in Paul's day. This was why he had to spell it out so clearly in this epistle to
Timothy:.

Paul ends by exhorting Timothy to continue to teach others these important things. This obviously
includes what he has written about slaves, but also what came before and what is to follow. Since all
of it came from God it is worthy of our undivided attention.

As we have previously noted slaves were often sold or traded between slave owners. This meant that
a slave might have several masters during their period of enslavement. Some of the masters may be
fellow believers, others, the majority would be pagans. You were also likely to encounter a broad
range of different attitudes and approaches to slavery. Some bosses may be generous and easy
going. Others would be tough and demanding. Therefore slaves in the Ephesian church needed to be
frequently reminded of how God expected them to behave in every circumstance. Whatever kind of
boss they ended up with they were to be respectful and work hard because doing so pleased God and
brought Him glory.

Next week, Lord willing we will continue on with chapter 6.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn just one lesson from today's teaching.

M= 90| 7|01 SH7RIo| IES R It

The Christian's attitude towards work

How do you feel about your job? If we were to conduct a survey we might uncover a whole range of
views. Some of you may really enjoy your work. It gives you a sense of identity and purpose. You
are eager to get out of bed and hurry off to work. I'm guessing that not many people feel this way
about their jobs. For others your feelings may fluctuate. At times, you enjoy what you do, but at
other times it can become irksome, tiresome, frustrating or stressful. At the far extreme we may

have people who loathe what they do with a passion. They are only working that particular job
because they need the money. If they had any other option they would quit tomorrow. I hope that
you don't feel this way about your work.

How do you feel about your boss? Again we might expect a variety if answers. As [ was preparing
this I thought back over my working life. I began my working life at 16 and have worked in the UK,
France, Greece, the US, Australia and South Korea. This means I've had a lot of bosses. I've
experienced the full gamut. From the great to the truly tyrannical.

Since most of us will spend the majority of lives working you won't be surprised to learn that the
bible has plenty to say on the subject. Obviously we are not slaves (though it may feel like it at
times) but the principles that lie behind Paul's words are relevant to all of us who work. So let's
consider what the bible tells us about what out attitude ought to be towards work and our employers.

Christians have a divinely commanded responsibility to live out their faith in the work place. This
means that we are to cultivate the proper attitude of submission and respect. We are at all times to
work hard and produce quality work. Christian workers are called to a higher standard than other
workers. This is because if people at work know you are a believer they will be watching and
assessing you carefully. They will be watching to see if your profession of faith matches with your
attitude and behaviour.

Let me give you nine statements that outline how believers are to behave in a working environment.
These are adapted from John MacArthur's commentary on 1% Timothy.

1 Believers are to serve their employers obediently. They must dutifully and submissively respond
to their employer’s orders.

2 Believers are to serve their employers completely. They are to carry out whatever tasks are
assigned them, unless so doing would violate God’s law.

3 Believers are to serve their employers respectfully. They must honour those God has placed in
authority over them.
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4 Believers are to serve their employers eagerly, in “sincerity” of heart. They should serve
voluntarily, not grudgingly.

5 Believers are to serve their employers excellently, “as to Christ.” They must do their jobs to the
VERY best of their ability.

6 Believers are to serve their employers diligently, “not by way of eye-service” (Eph. 6:6; cf. Col.
3:22). They must not put on a show for the boss by working hard only when he is watching. And
when he is not watching slack off.

7 Believers are to serve their employers humbly, not “as men-pleasers” (Eph. 6:6; cf. Col. 3:23).
They are not to show off in order to ingratiate themselves with others.

8 Believers are to serve their employers spiritually, “doing the will of God from the heart” (Eph.
6:6). As we have already noted, all work is sacred and performed ultimately for the glory of God.

9 Believers are to serve their employers eschatologically, “knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance...For he who does wrong will receive the consequences
of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality” (Col 3:24-25).

Let me leave you with some possibly sobering news. Believers’ eternal rewards will be affected by
their job performance here on earth.

So, if you have not been an exemplary employee it's time to repent and change. If you are a
complainer and a moaner it's time to stop. Perhaps you are guilty of being a little lazy, of not always
giving your all. Again it's time to change. Or maybe you are at times rude and disrespectful to your
boss. This might not be done openly to his or her face. But perhaps you are disrespectful in being
tardy, not treating their property with care, or speaking ill of them behind their back. These things
are not pleasing to God.

Let us all learn from what the bible teaches us. We are to honour and respect those in authority over
us. Let us be thankful that we have jobs which enable us to provide for our families. And finally
may we always remember to work hard and do our best because ultimately all we do is to God's
honour and glory.
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