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Scripture: 15 Timothy 5:1-16

Date preached: September 14t 2025

Scripture: 1% Timothy 5:1-16

1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 2 older
women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.

3 Honor widows who are really widows. 4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren,
let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and
acceptable before God. 5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and
continues in supplications and prayers night and day. 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead
while she lives. 7 And these things command, that they may be blameless. 8 But if anyone
does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

9 Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has
been the wife of one man, 10 well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if
she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if
she has diligently followed every good work.

11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry, 12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith.

13 And besides they learn zo be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle
but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 14 Therefore I desire
that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the
adversary to speak reproachfully. 15 For some have already turned aside after Satan. 16 If
any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be
burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.
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Review
In the time that we have together today we are going to look at quite a lengthy passage of Paul's
first epistle to Timothy. In this session, and next week too he will be giving us useful advice
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regarding how we are to deal with others in the church. Since the church at any age in history
comprises a broad spectrum of people what he tells us is both useful and timeless. But before we get
into our passage let us briefly review some of the key things we looked at last time. As you may
remember we looked at verses 6 to 15 of chapter 4.

Paul took some time to explain to Timothy what was required from him as a faithful servant of
Christ. It was if you like a kind of pastoral check-list. Timothy had been given an important and
challenging mission. There was a great deal of responsibility resting upon his young shoulders. The
potential danger was that he might throw himself so heartily into the task in hand that he forgot his
own walk of faith. So Paul reminds him to be careful. He must not be so intent on checking to see
that others don't stumble that he stumbles himself. It's an important lesson to learn for anyone in
church leadership. As leaders, we may become so focused on others that we neglect our own
spiritual walk. I might get so caught up in preparing bible studies for you, that I forget to read and
study the bible myself.

So Timothy is reminded that it is important that he does what is necessary to remain a good minister
of Christ. He can achieve this by doing two things. Firstly by nourishing himself, feasting upon
God's precious Word, and secondly by clinging tightly to sound doctrine. A good church leader
should be devoted to reading, studying and putting God's Word into practice. This commitment will
be evidenced in the way they conduct themselves. You should be able to see, through careful
observation that your leader is seeking to be faithful to the Lord. Because they are committed to the
true Word of God they will have no difficulty discerning heresy or lies. They will not get caught up
in such things and will be able to point out these doctrinal errors to others.

Paul reminds Timothy to reject out of hand the “made up stories” and “myths” that were circulating
throughout the Ephesian church. Paul refers to them as “old wives fables.” These stories held great
appeal to some who were no doubt enticed by their unique and fresh nature. Timothy however was
not to waste his time with them. Instead, he was to devote himself to more profitable pursuits. The
same principle applies to us today. There are many “rabbit trails” that we might choose to follow. A
little adventure may be fun from time to time, but we must be careful that we are not led away or
distracted for long from the truth of the gospel.

Paul likens this process the process of spiritual growth or maturity to exercise. The Greeks and the
Romans were committed to health and fitness.

Every town or city had a gymnasium and young men were encouraged to work out frequently. As
we all know lifting weights in the gym, swimming, brisk walking or riding on an exercise bike
provides many positive health benefits. It strengthens our muscles, keeps our bodies in good shape
and offers numerous psychological benefits. Paul affirms therefore that it is good to spend some
time doing physical exercise. But, physical exercise is limited in its value. It is only good here on
earth. This is because its benefits are limited to the physical body. Spiritual exercise by contrast is
not limited just to our time on earth. Developing our “spiritual muscles” profits us for all eternity.
The gains we make here last forever.

So Paul's message is easy enough to discern. Devote as much time to godly pursuits as the gym
fanatics devote to their bodies. Timothy is to take this teaching to heart and impart it to others.

Paul then goes on to offer Timothy some further encouragement. There would be some in the
church who would look down upon him for his relative youth and inexperience. Timothy as we said
last time was most likely in his early to mid 30s at this time. The elders in the Ephesian church were
likely considerably older. It is probable that they were in their 50s or 60s. They would naturally
look down upon Timothy and question what wisdom such a youth possessed. Timothy would have
to work hard to earn their respect. The best way for him to do this was to behave in an impeccable
way. If he devoted himself to reading the bible in church, carefully and precisely expositing the
Word and teaching people well he would be soon be respected and admired.
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In doing this he would also set himself up as a good example or role-model for others to follow.
Pastors and elders should not only be men who say, “Do what I say.” They should ideally be men
who set the example by living out what they teach or preach. Living in this way will not only save
the elder himself but will also encourage others to turn to Christ and will result in their salvation.

Paul further encourages Timothy to remember the prophecy that was made about him. The
prophecy though not stated explicitly seems to have been that he would be an effective
representative for Christ, and accomplish his mission in Ephesus. When times became tough he was
to remember what had been said about him and take courage. This was where we finished up last
time.

Today we are going to begin chapter 5. The chapter is devoted to dealing with how Timothy is to
interact with different people within the church. Before we dive in let us pray.
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1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers,

All church leaders hope and pray that things run smoothly in church. Churches where there are
challenging people, and repeated conflicts are a pastor's worst nightmare. Our great desire is that
people are loving, friendly, generous and co-operative with one another. Basically we all hope that
people despite their differences get along. But the reality is that at times there will be friction and
disagreements between church goers. Some people, as we all know are less agreeable than others.
Some delight it seems in stirring up trouble and making life hard for others. We meet these people at
work and also sadly in church.

Other people are difficult, or challenging to handle in different ways. It may be that they desire an
inappropriate relationship with the pastor. I don't necessarily mean a sexual relationship, but they
just may want to intrude or demand more from the elder than is appropriate. Or it may be that some
people are gossip mongers who sow the seeds of unrest and disharmony.

So Paul turns now in his letter to address how Timothy is to handle different kinds of people within
the congregation. The first group he deals with are older men. How is Timothy to deal with older
men who have done or said something wrong?

Here in Korea we are immersed in a culture that properly honours and respects seniors. Korean
culture has been shaped and moulded by the thinking and traditions of Confucianism. Bound up in
this ideology is the necessity to be respectful and reverent to elders or seniors. So Paul's words here
would be readily embraced and accepted here in Korea. In fact most Koreans would be shocked to
even imagine that a younger man would speak harshly to an older man.

The Greek word for “rebuke” (epiplésso) that Paul uses here is interesting. This is the only time this
word appears in the New Testament. It literally means to “strike at” or “to attack" someone verbally.
It means using a barbed insult or abrasive words intentionally desiged to hurt. So Paul is warning
Timothy not to speak harshly or curtly to older men in the church.

Now, please note that there are times when we must "call out," "correct" or even “rebuke” people
who are doing or saying the wrong things. Even older people who are often wise and mature in the
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faith can make mistakes. So even when it comes to elders we cannot allow sin to go unchecked.

However when dealing with an older person this matter is to be handled very sensitively. If a
"rebuke" or correction is necessary it is to be given in a gentle, respectful and loving way. It is to be
administered in the way we would speak to a much loved and respected father. Paul encourages
Timothy to exhort rather than rebuke older men. He means by this that Timothy's approach is to be
more considered or measured. He is to appeal, encourage or try to strengthen this person by coming
alongside and offering the man in question support. So simply stated, whilst correction of an elder
person may be necessary, it is not to be done in the way one would correct a peer. Paul next
switches to speak about younger men.

Younger men are to be treated as brothers. By this he means as much loved equals. We do not treat
our siblings in a harsh and unpleasant way. Because they are family we respond to them with love
and compassion. Even if we have to impart bad news, or rebuke them for something we do so in a
respectful and careful way.

It is all too easy for church leaders to become prideful and set themselves on a pedestal above
everyone else. This is what lies behind Paul's words here. Be careful young Timothy not to adopt an
air of superiority. Whilst it is true that elders are called upon to lead and guide they must always to
remember that they are not to lord it over the sheep in their care. This is Christ's church, and Christ's
sheep. We are merely looking after them for Him.

Once again this does not mean that sin is to be ignored or left unchecked. Young men stumble and
fall often. But that it is to be dealt with in a loving way and considerate way.

Let us continue.
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2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.

Paul has dealt with older and younger men and now he switches to women. Older women are also
to be treated in a gentle, loving and respectful way. They are to be treated like mothers. Some
people I am afraid do on occasion speak rudely and disrespectfully to their mothers. Timothy is to
avoid falling into this trap. Allow me to remind you what God's Word teaches on this subject.

‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your
days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the Lorp your God is
giving you. (Deut 5:16)

So Timothy is called upon to interact with older women within the church as if they were his own
beloved mother Eunice. She had been instrumental in raising him to be a good and godly man. So
he was never to forget the important role that women had to play in the life of their children and in
the church. It is for this reason that they are to be honoured and respected.

Timothy was also to be very careful in how he interacted and dealt with younger women. He was to
treat them as if they were his sisters. This calls for care, protection and the maintenance of proper
boundaries. It is wrong and improper to have lustful thoughts about our biological sisters, and the
same applies to women at church. Younger women in the church are not to be thought of in a sexual
way. Timothy and other church leaders are to maintain pure and undefiled relationships with the
women in their congregations.

Now, Timothy may have been a handsome young single man. I'm speculating here of course.
Perhaps he was highly desirable to the young women of Ephesus. Given his position of leadership
I'm sure that some women were drawn to him. Now some men might take advantage of this. They
might use that interest to act inappropriately, and bring the church and the office of elder into
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disrepute. Timothy therefore was to be aware and act properly. He was to guard himself and ensure
that not even the slightest hint of impropriety tarnished his reputation.

It is vitally important to maintain boundaries and insist upon purity within the church. The sex
scandals that have rocked various denominations most notably the Catholic Church have badly
tarnished the reputation of the church and its leaders. I may have spoken to you before about the
Billy Graham rule. It was a rule he lived by. The rule was that he would never be alone in a place
(room, office) with a woman who wasn't his wife. Some thought this an unnecessary and rather
harsh rule. But it helped ensure that he could never be accused of doing anything inappropriate.
Whatever people might have said about him, they could never claim that he sexually abused
anyone.
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3 Honor widows who are really widows. 4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let
them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and
acceptable before God. 5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and

continues in supplications and prayers night and day. 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead
while she lives. 7 And these things command, that they may be blameless.

We now move into a lengthy section that deals with the treatment or care of widows within the
church. Today the state will often provide support for widows and others in need. Back in first
century Ephesus social welfare programs did not exist. Women who lost their husbands in the
ancient world very often found themselves in a dire situation. They had lost the man who provided
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both protection and the material resources upon which to live. Women lest we forget had very
limited employment opportunities in the first century AD. This means that the church was often
tasked with the duty of providing for the spiritual and material (financial) needs of those who were
destitute. God of course has a great heart for those in need. In particular orphans and widows are
often singled out in scripture. Let me provide you with some verses that mention orphans and
widows.

The LorDp watches over the strangers; He relieves the fatherless and widow; But the way of
the wicked He turns upside down. (Psalm 149:6)

Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. (James 1:27)

He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him
food and clothing. (Deut 10:18)

However the church has only a finite amount of resources at its disposal. We may wish we could
support every widow, impoverished family, missionary or worthy cause going but we simply
cannot. Therefore as harsh, and potentially cruel as it may sound widows had to be assessed or
evaluated. The church could only afford to support those who really needed it. So over the
following verses Paul will instruct Timothy on how to make such assessments.

Paul begins by asserting that support should only go where it is really needed (really widows). The
English word “widow” describes a woman whose husband has died. However the Greek word that
Paul uses here for widow is chéra. Whilst it does mean the same as the English word widow, it also
goes beyond this definition. It is an adjective used as a noun, and means “bereft,” “robbed,” “having
suffered loss,” or “left alone.” The word does not speak as to how a woman was left alone, it merely
describes the situation. It is therefore broad enough to encompass those who lost their husbands
through death, desertion, divorce, or imprisonment. So what Paul is really driving at here is women
who due to being left alone were now in critical need.

How is one to make this assessment on need? Paul will provide us with a list of criteria. We are to
apply his list to the widows in question and this will help us come to a fair judgement on the matter.

Firstly, we are to assess what immediate family this widow has around her. If she has adult children
or grandchildren then they ought to step up and take responsibility. Let them step in rather than the
church. It is their duty, and ought to be their delight to provide for the needs of their mother of
grandmother. It was actually a Greek law that children were legally bound to support widowed
parents. Given the sacrifices our parents made for us, we do not need a law to instruct us on what is
morally right. We should never begrudge paying them back with some of our own time or money.
So widows in this position are to be taken off the list. However if she really has been left all alone
without any immediate family members to care for her, we move on down the list.

Next we are to consider this widow's character and conduct. Is she a good and God fearing woman?
Is she recognised as being a faithful Christian who is known to pray regularly (daily) for others?
What is really in view here is a woman who having been left alone has devoted herself to serving
the church. Since she is serving the church through her prayers she deserves to be honoured
(supported) by the church. Not all widows of course follow this route,

Some women who have been left alone use this new found freedom to live a pleasure seeking life.
Paul uses the Greek term spatalosa here. This term refers to someone who is consumed with
pleasure, sensuality, or materialism. Now this may include sexual pleasure but more generally
includes things such as eating, drinking or just enjoying ones' leisure time. This person is not living
a godly life and in fact is living purely for themselves. For very obvious reasons this sort of woman
does not deserve the churches support. They are to be removed from the list.
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In verse 7 Timothy is commanded to teach these two things to the church. Firstly that widows need
to remain faithful to God. And secondly that it is the families duty to support other family members
in need. No one within the church is to be left unaware of the churches policy when it comes to
supporting widows or more generally those in need.

Some may come to the church after leading a godless existence and expect the church to look after
them. I've wasted all my money on alcohol and pleasure seeking. I have lived for myself and not
God. Will the church provide for me now? No, says Paul. We must use the resources God had
blessed us with wisely and carefully. We must apply specific criteria and if you fail to meet our
standards then the church cannot support you. Lest we forget the churches reputation is on the line.

We cannot support someone whose conduct or behaviour may bring shame upon the church of Jesus
Christ.
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8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Across much of the modern world today people have come to think that it is the states job to
provide for our needs. That the state is there to look after us. This is not the states function biblically
speaking. The role of the state is to promote justice and maintain order (restrain evil).

It is God's plan, and His design that families provide financially or materially for one another. Very
simply put YOU are the one God put in place to provide for your family. Provided you are healthy
enough to work you should do so. You should not be looking for handouts from other people or the
government. Now obviously there may be times when this is not possible. Companies or factories
close down, or go bankrupt and people find themselves unemployed. It may take some time to find
another job. Or there may be sickness, disease or disability that prevents someone from working.

But that's not really the issue being addressed here. I'm going to be brutally honest. There are some
people who are just lazy. I am speaking about people who don't want to get up early and work an
honest days shift. The kinds of people that moan and complain that work is too hard or too
demanding. The sorts of people who take every opportunity to slack off, and do nothing. I've met
and worked with many such people over the years.

These are the kinds of people in view here. People who want to get paid or supported for doing
nothing. I recently read some stats reported in a UK newspaper. It stated that 3.6 million Britons
receive universal credit. This is a government issued benefit that replaces a working wage. In effect,
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it means that all these people are excused from working, or even looking for a job. Not just
temporarily, but in some cases forever. This is not what God wants.

So what Paul says here is a reminder to such people that God is not pleased when we do not have a
good work ethic. He does not approve of lazy layabouts who neglect their responsibilities. God
expects men in particular to provide for their families. Any man who fails to meet this minimum
requirement is, so Paul tells us worse than an unbeliever. Why is this? Well, such a person cannot
claim to be a follower of Christ when they are so blatantly denying the sacrificial love He
commanded. How can you claim to be a Christian when you fail to properly love those around you,
That is a very strong condemnation of such people.
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9 Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has
been the wife of one man, 10 well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if
she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if
she has diligently followed every good work.

Next up on the list of criteria that a woman was to meet was her age. Only women who had reached
the age of 60 were to be eligible for regular (permanent) support. Younger women who found
themselves alone might be helped for a limited time.

Why you might ask was 60 the cut-off point? Well according to Jewish culture sixty was the
beginning of old age. It was also when you would retire from your daily occupation and enter into a
life of contemplation. The idea here then is that prior to 60 you could continue to work or remarry.
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This was the best solution for a widow and the one Paul encourages. You might also be interested to
learn that the life expectancy in the first century AD was between 35-37 years. This was because
infant mortality rates were so high.

The second requirement given in this verse is, "having been the wife of one husband." This is
phrased in almost exactly the same way as the requirements for overseers and deacons in chapter 3.
As with there what Paul is most concerned with this woman's reputation. Someone who is eligible
for church support will have been a loyal and devoted wife. She may have been biblically divorced
but she was always committed to the husband she had. Someone who was unfaithful, promiscuous
or a flirt disqualifies themselves.

This person must also have a good reputation. Paul provides us with five examples of what to look
for, though there may be others that we might look for as evidence of a good character.

Firstly had she been a good mother? Had she raised and nurtured good godly children? These may
have been her own children or orphans that she had taken in. The early church had a reputation for
taking in waifs and strays.

Secondly had she lodged strangers? Had she been hospitable to both friends and strangers when the
need had arisen? This demonstrates a generous open heart of self sacrifice.

Thirdly had she washed the saint's feet? This menial task was the duty of the lowest servants in that
culture. It was a particularly unpleasant task. People wore sandals and in a hot dusty climate their
feet soon became dirty. Before entering a nice clean house it was necessary to wash all the grime
off. Paul does not necessarily mean that this woman always performed this particular task when
people came to her house. Rather he is talking about someone who is humble and willing to serve
others. Not a person who thinks too highly of themselves, But someone who has a servant like
nature.

Fourthly had she helped the afflicted? The word used here might better be translated as those “in
distress.” This might manifest itself in a whole range of ways. But however this help is offered it
shows someone who truly cares about the needs of others.

Fifthly and finally had she diligently followed every good work? The woman in view should be
known for her commitment to Christ-like behaviour. Obviously the standard is not absolute
perfection. But she should be known to be a person who seeks to please and honour God with her
life.

Let us read on and learn about who is not to be included on the list of widows to support.
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11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry, 12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith.

13 And besides they learn zo be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle
but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 14 Therefore I desire that
the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the
adversary to speak reproachfully. 15 For some have already turned aside after Satan.

Paul turns from older widows who are to be considered for church support to younger widows. Now
clearly Paul is addressing women younger than 59. He is in fact talking about much younger
women because of what he says about remarriage and childbirth.

Women who are young enough to re-marry after being abandoned or widowed are not to be put on
the list for permanent support. There is a very good reason for this. The reason is a natural one. The
older widows by going onto the list are in effect devoting themselves to church service. They are
agreeing to remain single so that they can better serve the church through prayer and other means.
The church in return will support them materially.

For younger women making such a commitment is much more difficult. It is only natural that they
are still attracted to men and may want to remarry and create a new family. This is a good thing. But
it also means that they are conflicted. They are trying to serve the church, and find a new husband.
In their desire to remarry they may be tempted to act in a wanton or sexually unrestrained way. A
way that brings shame upon them and the church.

So Paul is in effect saying it is better to remove from them the need to serve the church in order to
receive support.

Another issue is that when people become accustomed to receiving handouts they can become lazy
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or idle. In the early church some of the women who were now unburdened from the need to go to
work were using their time poorly. They were visiting their friends for unprofitable reasons and
entering into bouts of unhelpful and damaging gossip. Instead of using the time in a God honouring
way they were wasting it on trivial things.

For all these reasons Paul's advice is to strongly encourage the young widows to remarry. In fact, he
desires that they do four things. The are to remarry, have children, manage the household well and
live in such a way that Satan has no cause or justification to attack them. Remarriage for a widowed
woman or one who had a biblical divorce was permissible. Having more children was also a benefit
to the church and the community as a whole. In doing these things the former widow was becoming
a profitable and useful member of the church. They were no longer a burden but would now be able
to assist or help others.

In verse 15 Paul gives a timely warning to the Ephesian church. Some from its number had already
turned aside to follow Satan. A number of the younger widows had abandoned their vows to Christ.
They had given up the Christ honouring calling to have children and manage the home. Instead they
had given themselves over to various sins. Some may even have begun to follow false teachers, and
help to spread false doctrine. Some may have married unbelievers, and in doing so brought shame
to the church. Simply stated they were no longer serving Christ, but Satan. For that reason, Paul’s
command that the younger widows remarry was all the more urgent.
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16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the
church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.

Paul brings his argument full circle and restates the truth he has already taught in verses 4 and 8.
Christians are called upon to care for their relatives who were widows, whether believers or
unbelievers. When no men are available to help, then any woman who is a believer must care for
her dependent widows. This woman must not ignore their needs. Young or old she is obliged to help
them.

However, a widow’s children and grandchildren have the primary responsibility for her care. Due to
their close bond it is these people who really ought to step up and provide the support needed. It is
only when such people are unavailable or unable to help does the task of support fall to the church.

What Paul is emphasising here is that for the church to become involved is the very last resort.
When families take care of their needy widows, the church is not burdened. This is important
because the churches resources are finite. It will be called upon to make difficult decisions about
whom to support. Therefore it must use its resources only to support those in critical need.

Next week Lord willing we will look at what Paul has to say about elders in the church.

16 2121 2h= ofKjojp| st T¥E0| QHE Xp P =9 . weP LXK 2711 St Of= 2 niRE =oF 3|
oK 2Ot

HIZ2 REC= Z0Pt 4 Zitg oM o] 7E=4IE TR IE T | oigRilIrt JEAEQIE2 10| 1 X
O| I=XOIE OfLlE =S SE0RF e Ct o IO D O O Do OO D OO I 11 .
= 1 RiMo| WS PASiAME OHEILICt n O OO O O OO O O,

P RS == T M2 o] KjHet S| QU 352 7RIk 25| =0 3S0] LA
L0 RIS MiSoioF 2ibrt J50| =25 = 4= 848 iR welo| X[20] eI} HiZ0| 0P M 2255t
= A2 w0 X2 OpX [} EI000f oitt= ZIRIL L 7IES0| SEet iR Es s=2 [ eSS 2 2
87} YL Wolo| XR2 SPIi0f Q| [HE0H| O SRlLIFE wel= 15 FSH0F X | HEbiofk=
022 28 UiePH LI wel= 2als| =20| Eaot AIRISS A RISk HOIR XS Aot ei-Ic

LIS 20i| BI20| wlo] F=S0]| Chol OfEH| Zok=X| aH=2EL I

Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.

K= 230| 7IER0M & 7| WEs HUSHE

1 We are responsible for our families

We live at a time in which people are very reluctant to take responsibility for things. It's always
someone else's fault or someone else's job or duty to tidy up. I can give you an example. In many of
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the older parts of British cities people were housed in rows of terraced houses. These houses were
all connected in a long line and had no front gardens. Each house had steps leading up to the front
door but all shared or pavement outside. In the past each house would care for their steps and the
space in front of their house. The mother (usually) would wash and scrub the steps and sweep clean
the pavement. When everyone did their own small section it resulted in a nice clean street. Sadly
this no longer happens today. Presumably at some point in the recent past someone said. I can't be
bothered to clean the outside of my house. Or, decided it was the local council's job to do it. It was
just left to get dirty. Other people followed suit and now many British streets look wild and
unkempt.

This same kind of attitude can also take place when it comes to caring for the family. We don't want
to take on the responsibility of doing something ourselves. We hope that someone else might step
forward and do the job.

We have an elderly relative that needs care and attention. But having them move in with us is so
inconvenient. Let's hope someone else volunteers to help.

We have a cousin, niece or nephew who is a bit wayward. They really need some solid Christians
guidance or counselling. We could take them out for a coffee and talk to them. Or perhaps someone
else might step up and do it.

We have a relative who has fallen on hard times. They really could use a loan or a handout to help
them out. But why should I give them my hard earned money. Surely someone else will help them.
These are just a few examples and I'm sure you can think of others.

In each of these situations think of how Christ might be glorified and honoured by your act of self
sacrifice. What an impact it might make on non-believers who witness your loving desire to help.
How pleasing you act of sacrifice would be to God. So let us all remember that loving God will be
shown in the way we love the families He has blessed us with.
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2 The church has a duty of care

As we saw outlined through today's passage of scripture the church does have a duty of care. We are
a family and we are called up to help or assist family members in need. What this looks like will
vary from place to place and church to church. In some situations poor families need material
things. Shoes, clothes or toys for the children and food. In other places financial support may be
required. At other times it is companionship, transportation, prayer and love that are needed.
Whatever the case the church should be ready and willing to help. As Paul also pointed out the
church must carefully weigh up who to help and in what ways this help may be given. God expects
us to use what we have wisely and sensibly. This means that we are to prayerfully consider who, or
how best to provide assistance.

On a practical level I also want to encourage you to think about how you might render assistance to
others. Our natural tendency can sometimes be to become a little selfish and self-centred. We don't
want to give up our precious time or money to help others.

We are all I suspect guilty at times of thinking like this. So I encourage all of you to think and pray
about how you might show some Christ like care to others. It may be true that the church has a duty
of care, but so to do you. Who can you show the love of Christ to this week?
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