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Scripture: Genesis 2:8-17

8 The Lorp God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He
had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LorD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became
four riverheads. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole land
of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the
whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes
toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 Then the Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.
16 And the LorDp God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
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Review — Day 7
Today we are going to look at what life was like in the beautiful garden that God created for the first

human beings. Prior to the fall this was the perfect place to be. If you want a modern parallel
imagine spending a nice sunny spring afternoon in Gunpo. Paradise!

However before we get into all of that let us review some of the highlights from last week's study.
As I hope you all remember we looked at what God did on the seventh day of the creation week.

As I explained last time the chapter and verse breaks in our modern bibles were not included in the
original writings. In most cases the breaks are natural, and make sense. They certainly make
locating things in our bibles much easier. Here however the break between chapters 1 and 2 of
Genesis is rather unhelpful. It seems quite clear that what God did on day 7 should be attached to
the other six days. So verses 1-3 of chapter two fit naturally to the end of chapter one. This is how it
would have been read and understood by its original readers. They would not have imagined there
to be a break at this point in the narrative.

God's creative work came to its conclusion at the end of day six.
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Once God had finished designing the guinea-pig He sat back and said, I simply can't top that! I will
give the guinea pig the right to have dominion over the whole earth. I'm sorry, I'm confusing a
second rate science fiction novel with Holy scripture.

No, the very crown of the creation process was man. Only we, of all the created order are made in
God's image.

When human beings were created God surveyed all that He had made and declared it to be VERY
good (tobe me-hode). Everything now being finished God stopped or ceased from work. As |
pointed out last time the word “rest” that's used in our English bibles can lead to misunderstandings.
God ceased from work not because he was tired or wanted a break. He stopped because the creation
was finished. There was nothing else to do, it was perfect.

We have a tendency as human beings to want to go back and tinker with things. If you are in any
way a perfectionist you will know what [ mean. It's a strong temptation that at times I have to resist
with my sermons or bible studies. Is it really finished? Couldn't it be improved if I edited this,
added that or delete this part entirely? God is not afflicted in this way. He doesn't make mistakes or
errors. What He does is perfect from the very beginning.

So God ceased from work and declared a blessing on the seventh day. Later as we know this day
(the sabbath) would become a very special day in which all labour was forbidden. It would in time
become a day set aside or cut off from the rest of the week. A day in which we are to remember our
creator and offer Him the praise and worship He is due. It's not that at this time in history.

Following this we are telescoped in to what God was doing at a specific location on the earth. As I
mentioned last time some wrongly look a this as being a second (contradictory) creation event. That
is not the case. What in fact we are experiencing here is Moses zooming us in from the big picture
view to focus instead on a tiny fraction of the whole. We are taken to the time just before man was
created. Moses wants us to recognise and appreciate the special care and attention God took when
making us.

Our creation came about in a unique way. As we saw God called forth the animals from out of the
earth. But in our case He “formed” or shaped us from the dust of the earth. This speaks to the idea
of us being like clay shaped by the hands of a loving creator. As I noted last time dust is a very
humble substance. There is noting desirable about dust. If I gave you a box of dust as a birthday
present you wouldn't be impressed.

So why did God pick dust? Why not a precious metal? Wouldn't you have liked to have been
created out of Gold? There may be a number of reasons for this. But I think that God wants us to
truly appreciate just how awesome He is. Only He could turn the mundane and useless into the
spectacular. Think of it this way, Leonardo Da Vinci, William Shakespeare, Johan Sebastian Bach,
Albert Einstein and Lionel Messi were all made from dust.

So God had formed the very first man from dust. There he lay. A well shaped and proportioned
human male. But as yet without life. We then read about what God did to animate this being. To
transform him from inanimate dust to being a living being. Again God's act here is unique in the
whole process of creation. God breathed into the man's nostrils and he became a living thing. Isn't it
marvellous to think that we share such an intimate relationship with the God of the universe.

Today we are going to look at the perfect place that God designed for the first human being to live.
We refer to that place as the Garden of Eden.
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8 The Lorp God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had
formed.

As we saw last time God formed a man (Adam) from the dust of the ground and animated him with
a divine breath. God will now provide this first man with a place to live. A wonderful home. As we
have seen in previous studies the world that God had created was already very good. We could
rightly claim that it was already paradise. But here we see that God fashions a special garden from
the existing creation for man to call home. We might say that its a paradise within a paradise. This
demonstrates God's loving kindness towards the crown of His creation. He wanted Adam to have a
unique and beautiful place in which to dwell.

What do we know about this garden? Let's deal first with the word used. We are told God planted a
“garden.” The word “garden” here is the Hebrew word gan. It originally referred to a walled
enclosure. Later it came to mean a royal park for animals or a pleasure garden. The kind of place
that would be owned and enjoyed by a king or prince.

The Greek Septuagint renders the word “garden” as paradeisos from which we get the word
“paradise.” The Hebrew word “Eden” means “delight” or “pleasure.” So be under no illusion this
was a beautiful place that God had prepared for Adam.

Where was this garden located? Unfortunately we are unable to say with absolute certainty. There
are two reasons for this. The first is that the bible is somewhat vague with its descriptions. The
second and probably more significant is that the global flood re-arranged the world. This means that
the earths topography altered and so Moses' descriptions apply to a world that is long gone. Some
have even suggested that the location of the garden is now under the waters of the Persian gulf.

But, let's see what we can deduce from scripture. Firstly, we are told that it was to be found
eastward in Eden. The original Hebrew says that it was "a garden towards the east, in Eden." The
obvious question to ask here is, from what location was the garden to the east. To answer this
question we need to consider God's vantage point. Where is God's point of focus on this earth? The
obvious answer is the promised land. The area we know today as Israel. So this garden was to be
found east of Israel.

It should also be pointed out that "Eden," literally speaking, is the territory where the garden is
located, not the name of the actual garden itself. Today we refer to the home of Adam and later Eve
as The Garden of Eden. I will follow this same convention but I want you to be aware that
technically speaking the two places are somewhat distinct.

From the geography given in the following verses, it seems logical to conclude that Eden was
located somewhere in the region of what was once eastern Mesopotamia.

Most likely at the far end of what is known as the fertile crescent. Today this area is located in Iraq.
Beyond this broad statement it seems impossible, and probably unwise to speculate further.

All we can say with absolute certainty was that God designed a perfect garden in a perfect setting
for the first man to call home. Let us read on and learn more about what was in the garden.
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9 And out of the ground the LorRD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and
good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

Aren't trees amazing things. Often beautiful to look at, they are also essential for life. They absorb
harmful carbon dioxide and then release oxygen. They provide shelter, food, material and a home
for other living creatures. Trees also promote healthy soil, reduce soil erosion and help prevent
water pollution. They also possess special healing properties. No, I'm not advocating hippy tree-
hugging and worship here. But there is nothing wrong with thanking God for this amazing and often
overlooked part of His creation.

Numerous studies have shown that being out in nature and surrounded by trees is good for our
physical and mental well-being. Children with ADHD show fewer symptoms when they have
access to nature. Studies showed that just a 20 minute exposure to green spaces (park, woodland)
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was enough to show a marked improvement. (Taylor and Kuo, 2009. “Children With Attention
Deficits Concentrate Better After Walk in the Park." - Journal of Attention Disorders).

Plants and trees also emit microscopic organic compounds, individually known as terpenes. The
general umbrella term phythoncides is used to refer to these compounds. They were originally
identified back in 1928 but it wasn't until the early 1980's that scientists realised that they had a
positive benefit on human health. Japanese researchers noted that taking forest walks greatly
reduced people's stress. Not only that, but they may also help us fight disease. In lab experiments
conducted in 2006 in Tokyo it was discovered that phythoncides increase the activity and
availability of certain “natural killer cells.”These are a special type of white blood cells whose job it
is to search the body for damaged, diseased, or dead cells and “retire' them. So my pastoral advice
to all of you listening is as follows. Grab your bible and get out into the woods.

You may also be interested to learn that there are at least 60,000 different species of tree on the
earth. How many of these were made by God to grow in the garden is unknown. What we are told is
that God made every tree that is pleasant for the eye and good as a source of food.

As we know animals vary in their attractiveness. A deer is an attractive animal, a hyena is a little
less attractive, and a warthog is positively ugly. Sorry if there are any warthogs listening. The same
can also be said for trees. Some are nicer to look at than others. But God in the garden only selected
trees that were pleasant or pleasing to the sight.

So we are to picture in our minds a beautiful orchard. But not an orchard of just a single fruit
species, instead picture fruit and nut trees of all types and varieties.

And then we come to two specific and very important trees.

They are singled out in particular. We have the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. Both of these trees grew in the midst of the garden most likely in a central location
making them easy to access.

What can we say about these particular trees?

Well they were natural (physical) at least in terms of their appearance and the fruit they produced.
And yet they possessed a supernatural power or force. God as we shall soon learn had given these
two trees special properties.

Those who ate from the Tree of Life would live forever (Genesis 3:22). The function of this tree
then seems to be that immortality came from continually eating from it. God did not prohibit Adam
and Eve from eating its fruit at first. They were also not rendered permanently immortal by eating
from it. It seems therefore that it had to be eaten frequently in order to make one immortal. Its
properties appear to have been incredibly powerful. So much so that had a fallen Adam and Eve
been permitted to continue to eat the fruit they would have lived indefinitely. This was why once
they had sinned they had to be physically removed and barred from it. God did not want them to
live forever in a sinful condition.

Today people scoff at this whole idea. It seems like the stuff of a fantasy story or legend. Magic
trees in a forest that produce fruit with special powers. Sounds like a Disney movie! But we all
know that certain foods can impact our lives and can even increase longevity. It's well know that
ginger, kimchi and garlic are “superfoods” that we should include in our diets. So is it really all that
improbable to think that in the perfect world God created such a food source might not exist? Just
because modern science has not identified it means nothing.

You may be excited to learn that the tree of life is still in existence. It is currently located in heaven.
Let me read from Revelation.

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes
I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” (Rev 2:7)

In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve
fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
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nations. (Rev 22:2)

Let us turn next to the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. This tree, just like the tree of life
would have existed in a real physical way. In popular culture you will often see or hear of the fruit
growing on this tree as being an apple. I can tell you where this belief originates. It comes from the
Latin Vulgate translation of the bible. Genesis 2:17 in Latin reads as follows;

de ligno autem scientiae boni et mali
(but of the tree (lit. wood) of knowledge of good and evil)

The word “mali” derives from the base form of “malum” meaning “bad.” But “mdalum” with an
accent (macron) over the “a” is the Latin word for apple. It was common for the accent to be
omitted and this led at times to confusion or deliberate puns. Whatever the case the fruit being
thought of as an apple caught on and remains popular. I watched a recent drama on Netflix where
“Eve's apple” was referenced on a number of times.

In truth the bible does not specify what kind of fruit it was. It may have been an apple but equally it
may have been any other type of fruit.

We also know that the tree and its fruit were good. There was nothing toxic or poisonous about it.
Today there are many things growing on trees that are incredibly harmful, even fatal to eat.

A good example is the fruit of the manchineel tree (Hippomane mancinella). It is a tropical tree that
can be found in the southern states of North America and the northern countries of South America.
The fruit of this tree, which resembles an apple has the nickname the “apple of death.” A slight hint
that its perhaps best not to include it in your fruit salad. Even just touching the tree or its fruit can be
hazardous. The tree emits a milky white sap which contains a strong toxin that causes intense
blistering. Consuming any part of the fruit causes intense pain and frequently death. So let me be
very clear. There were no manchineel trees in Adam's garden.

I can make this assertion because at this point in history everything that God had made was good.

However in later verses we are told that Adam was forbidden from eating the fruit that grew on this
tree. If he ate from the tree he would leave behind his blissful state of innocence.

What's going on here? Well very simply the tree was a test. God had given man everything he
possibly needed. A beautiful place in which to live, all the food he could possibly desire and the
opportunity to be in perfect fellowship with Him. What more could man want? There was only one
condition. God only asked for one thing in return for all He had given. Don't eat from this one
particular tree. To eat meant to disobey God. So when Adam and Eve ate the original state of
blissful perfection was forever tainted. Because they had disobeyed God they arrived at the
knowledge of good and evil. To disobey God is by definition evil. We will return to this topic
shortly. But let's first take a little detour and find out where this garden was once located.
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10 Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became
four river-heads. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole land of
Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone
are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole
land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes toward the



Back to the beginning — Genesis 6. Life in the Garden part 1 — Sermon Notes Page 10
east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

We come in these verses to what we might term a deviation from the main text (a parenthesis). It's
not really a part of the story but it is provided to help its readers geographically pinpoint the
location of the garden. As I mentioned to you before given the changes that came about following
the flood we cannot be sure whether the rivers mentioned here are the ones we have today, or even
if they are flowing in the same places. Dr Henry Morris in his commentary notes,

“The geography described in these verses obviously corresponds to nothing in the present world.”

This means that there is a degree of speculation (educated guess-work) involved. The fact that we
cannot exactly pinpoint where the garden was is I believe irrelevant. The bible tells us that it once
existed and that is all we really need to know.

Firstly, we are told that a mighty river flowed out of Eden and it was this that watered the garden.
This river then divides into four separate and distinct rivers. The first river-head is known as the
Pishon. The word Pishon comes from a Hebrew root word that means “to jump and run to and fro.”
Sadly, we have little idea where this river was once located. Moses tells us that it skirts the land of
Havilah a place with the reputation for being the source for good quality gold.

Further to this we are told that bdellium a translucent type of gum resin (used in fragrances) along
with the onyx stone (a gem stone) could also be found here. Sounds as though it would have been a
profitable place to visit back in the day! Once again the exact location of Havilah is unknown. Some
argue that it was in what is today south-western Arabia.

The second river mentioned is Gihon. Gihon in Hebrew means “springing forth,” and there is a
spring near Jerusalem called Gihon (see 1 Kings 1:33). Some have suggested this may have been
the pre-flood River Nile. This is because as Moses tells us it goes around the whole land of Cush.
The land of Cush in the bible frequently refers to what is modern day Ethiopia. Although in ancient
times the Cush Empire was much bigger including most of modern day Egypt along with Sudan and
Eritrea. However the name Cush is also tied with Mesopotamia. In the Table of Nations (Gen 10:8—
12) Cush is identified as being the father of Nimrod, who is said to have founded numerous cities in
Mesopotamia.

The third river is the Hiddekel. This is the Hebrew name. You will probably know the river best by
its Persian name the Tigris. We read about the prophet Daniel standing on its banks in our journey
through the Book of Daniel (Dan 10:4). The Tigris river still runs through modern day Iraq. Though
whether it is the same river or whether it follows the same course is debatable.

The fourth and final river mentioned is the Euphrates. Moses tells us nothing about the particular
river. It still exists today. Its starts in Turkey flows all the way through Iraq and empties out into the
Persian Gulf.
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15 Then the Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.
We see here that God took the man (Adam) and puts him in the garden that He had so carefully and
deliberately prepared for him. We then are told about man's vocation. God created man with a
purpose in mind. The garden remember was perfect.

Today's gardeners are kept busy by thorns, thistles and weeds. I have an aunt in her 80's who still
loves to garden. Whatever the weather she's outside weeding, cutting and tending to her plants. She
knows that if you leave a garden untended for any length of time it soon becomes an unruly mess!

But the events we are reading about here all occurred before the fall of man and the subsequent
curse. This means that there were no thorns or thistles in the garden God designed. There was
nothing broken that needed to be fixed. But despite the perfect setting God never intended Adam to
be idle. Right from the very beginning God wanted Adam to be working. Man was created with a
mission, and that mission was to involve work. The exact nature of the work and what it involved is
not spelled out in scripture. Adam is just told to tend and keep the garden. I think we can probably
imagine that he did a bit of pruning, trimming and generally keeping things looking nice,

There is a very important take-away here and not one I want us to pass over quickly. Logically
speaking, God didn't need to structure His creation in this particular way. He could have created a
world that was fully self-sustaining. It would have been possible for God to have designed a world
in which human beings simply live in luxury. A world in which we can sit back and enjoy all of
God's creation without ever having to contribute anything. But this was not God's plan. Working is
what we are designed to do.

I know that many people dislike their jobs and feel despondent when the weekend draws to a close
and Monday morning looms. For most of us work is a necessity. Its often the case that we cannot
always find employment that is satisfying, rewarding or even enjoyable.

At times, we must simply work in order to provide for our families. But despite the fact that we
might not really like working its actually good for us. We might think we'd enjoy a life of leisure



Back to the beginning — Genesis 6. Life in the Garden part 1 — Sermon Notes Page 12

but would we really? Would we really be happy with no real structure to the day or week?

A life with no real purpose. An existence without a meaningful outlet for our creativity and
problem-solving skills. Without the opportunity to meet and interact with lots of different people. I
don't think so. And more importantly neither does God.

As our creator He knows that we need to work to stay fit and healthy. Science for once agrees.
Research carried out by the UK government found that work is good for physical and mental health
and well-being (Is work good for your health and well-being — Dr G. Wendell and Dr K. Burton
2006).

Let us turn next to what God told Adam about life in the garden.
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16 And the Lorp God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
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that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Verses 16 and 17 form a single complete thought. What we are actually reading here in these verses
is the very first covenant that God made with man. It is know by two names. You may hear it
referred to as the “Edenic Covenant” or sometimes as the “Covenant of works.”

Yahweh Elohim (the Lord God) gave mankind its first negative command. The word command used
here is the Hebrew tsavah (tsaw-vaw). It's a strong word that means to “command,” “order,” or
“give a charge to.” This is the first time this concept is used this way in scripture. However the
command does not begin with what man cannot do, but rather with what he can do.

I think it's appropriate that we look at it this way. Our natural tendency is to focus on the negative
aspects of God's commands and feel aggrieved that God is limiting (restricting) us in some way.
God's so mean, He won't let me do whatever [ want. The truth is that God often gives us a
considerable amount of freedom, but this freedom exists within boundaries. These boundaries are
not imposed because the Lord is mean or being intentionally restrictive, but rather they are for our
own good. Our creator knows what's best for us. So here's some more sound pastoral advice. Listen
and obey what He tells you.

By way of an example lets think about the issue of alcohol consumption. Many believers have been
wrongly taught that the bible is opposed to the drinking of alcohol. Drinking is a sin. This simply is
not true. God gives us the freedom to drink responsibly and with moderation. That means that the
occasional consumption of whatever alcoholic beverage you like is perfectly permissible. Equally, if
you feel convicted for whatever reason that you should not drink then this too is fine. Don't drink.
What the bible forbids and warns us strongly to avoid is the sin of drunkenness. Of drinking to
excess. So God gives us the freedom to drink but within the boundaries of sobriety. We all know the
dangers of drinking to excess so God's boundaries are both fair and reasonable.

Let us look now then at what God commands Adam. God actually grants the man incredible
freedom. You can freely eat He tells him from nearly EVERY tree in this huge garden. Help
yourself to the plums, mangoes, apples, bananas, cherries, walnuts, grapes, passion fruit,
persimmon, hazelnuts, apricots, clementines, damsons and pineapples. Eat them to your hearts
content.

And then we arrive at the BUT, the prohibition. All those other fruits are available to you, BUT you
are not to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

There is a very good reason for this. It's because this particular fruit is a little tart. It's not sweet and
tasty like the other fruits. It's therefore best to avoid it. No this is of course not the reason why
Adam is forbidden to eat it. It is far more serious than that. It is because in eating the fruit and
disobeying God Adam would bring death upon himself and all future generations of man. The bible
tells us that in the day he chose to eat the fruit he would surely die.

Now this verse sometimes puzzles readers. We know from scripture that Adam lived to be 930 years
old (Gen 5:5). So clearly he lived many years after he ate of the fruit and disobeyed God. He
certainly didn't die immediately. So what does God mean here? What death is in view?
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Well, there are actually two types of death that a person can experience. Neither are pleasant and
both are relevant in this instance. The first kind of death is a "spiritual death." A spiritual death
refers to a separation or an alienation from God. This separation comes about as a result of sin. Sin
alienates us from a perfectly Holy God. So a person may be physically alive, but in their rejection
and rebellion of God we can describe them as being spiritually dead. In the case of a believer sin or
active rebellion against God in our lives brings about a loss of fellowship with God. Once we have
confessed and repented this fellowship is restored.

So in the garden Adam's free choice to sin brought about spiritual death. The moment he ate he died
spiritually. His choice to disobey God separated mankind from the creator and would later require
the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ to remedy the problem.

The second type of death is a "physical death." Unless the Lord Jesus returns for us before we die
we will all experience a physical death. I know its a rather morbid subject, and not something we
like to dwell upon but it is the truth. But, and please note this carefully, this was not God's original
intent. Man was created to live forever. So when Adam disobeyed God's command he introduced
physical death into creation. So from the very moment of rebellion Adam would begin to experience
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aging and decay. At the moment he sinned he condemned himself and all who followed him to a
physical death. He lived for a very long time following this sin but he could have lived forever.

So really when we read, ""In the day that you eat of it you shall surely die,” we might substitute it
to mean the following, "On the day you sin, death becomes certain." It's a sobering way to end
today's sermon but also a poignant one. God's promise of blessing and eternal life was not
contingent upon following a whole raft of laws and regulations. God was not making it difficult to
obey. Adam only had to obey one simple command. He failed, and the rest is history.

Next time, Lord willing we will look at the fall.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's study.
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1 God gives us good things
God is good. He is a loving father who desires to bless His children. The Lord Jesus told us this in

the Sermon on the Mount.

9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or
if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him! (Matt 7:9-11)

We saw this illustrated in our passage today. God placed Adam in a good and beautiful place. A
garden filled not only with wonder and beauty, but one that was also full of delicious things to eat.



Back to the beginning — Genesis 6. Life in the Garden part 1 — Sermon Notes Page 16
God had thought of everything. Adam had all that he needed to live a happy and productive life.

The world that we inhabit today is very different. Sin brought about great change. We see that in the
corruption, decay, disease and death that surrounds us. But one thing that has not changed is God
Himself. He is unchanging. In theological terms we would say He is immutable. This means that all
those things Jesus said about Him in the Sermon on the Mount still apply. He is still a loving and
generous father who longs to give us good things.

Too often our focus is on what we don't have. We bemoan the fact that God is seemingly not
answering our prayers, or not giving us what we want or deserve. When we think like this we can
easily lose sight of all the good that God is doing.

Let us think of some common everyday situations. Let's talk first about cars. Perhaps like me, you
own an old car. Its wearing out and the engine sometimes makes a rattling sound. You know that
soon you will have to take it in for a service. But, isn't it good that you've got a working car.
Millions do not. You can ride about in warmth and comfort when many others have to walk or ride
the bus. Think then of the good and not the bad.

Or what about our working lives. What do we often hear people say. I've worked hard for many
years and I'm still waiting for a pay rise or an acknowledgement for all my efforts. But, isn't it good
that you have steady employment. A job that helps you pay the bills. Many unemployed people
would envy you your job, and even perhaps your ungrateful boss. And don't worry about the lack of
recognition. God sees and knows all. So again think of the good and not the bad.

So let us all be more grateful that the God we love and serve is a good God. Let us thank Him daily
for all the good things he gives us.
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2 God's demands are not unreasonable

The other day my wife was telling me about a special new year offer my bank was offering. Any
account holder who registered at their local branch would be entered into a prize draw. If I won I
could win a large sum of money. My wife was very keen for me to go and register. I was less keen.
The odds of winning were low, and it's a little inconvenient and time-consuming. But, her demands
were not unreasonable. Plus, I want to keep my wife happy, as the popular saying goes, “a happy
wife means a happy life.” So I went along to the bank and registered. If I win you can come and
visit me on my tropical island.

God also has a special offer available. I'm very excited to tell you all about it today. It's not limited
however to just the first few months of the year. It's an ongoing offer. You can claim it whenever
you want. It has been running from the 1% century and will go on until the second advent. The
reward on offer is eternal life in His glorious presence. The best thing about it is that it's not even a
prize draw. You don't need to cross your fingers and hope you win. You can be guaranteed to win
God's prize.

All that it requires from you is the following. Firstly that you go before God and confess that you
are a sinner. Admit to Him that you are a filthy rebel who has ignored what He wants and instead
done your own thing. Second that you repent of this lifestyle. You desire to turn from it and instead
orient yourself towards God and what He wants. And thirdly that from now on you will rely upon
Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.

This means giving up any silly ideas you may have that you can earn or impress God by your good
works. You cannot. There's nothing impressive about any of us. Salvation comes through Christ and
Christ alone. Does all that seem unreasonable? Is God asking too much. I don't think so. Don't delay
make your commitment to Christ right now.
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