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Scripture: Genesis 15:1-7

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

2 But Abram said, “Lord Gob, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no
offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!”

4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir,
but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him
outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number
them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

6 And he believed in the LorDp, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lorp, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to inherit it.”
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Review — Abram meets Melchizedek

In today's study we will look at the formal institution of the Abrahamic covenant. As you may
remember it was initially mentioned way back in chapter 12. Here in chapter 15 we see it
formalised. But before we look at that let us take a moment to review the highlights from last
Sunday.

Last week we concluded chapter 14. The chapter ends by telling us of the encounter Abram had
with two ancient kings. The first of these was Bera the king of Sodom. As I said last time it is
probably best for us to picture him as a tribal chieftain. He ruled over the city state of Sodom
located on the then fertile Jordan plains. We can only guess at the size and population of Sodom at
this time.

Perhaps it was home to a few thousand people. He came out to meet Abram following his victory
over the four Mesopotamian kings led by Chedorlaomer.

The second king is far more interesting. I am of course referring to the enigmatic Melchizedek. I
don't think it is an understatement to describe him as being one of the bibles most intriguing and
mysterious figures. As we noted last week there are a number of theories surrounding his identity. I
am taking the position that he was an ancient king. This means I do not believe, as some do that he
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was a theophany (a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus).

We are told that he was “king of Salem.” He was ruler over the city later to be renamed as
Jerusalem. Furthermore we are informed that he was a priest of “God most high.” This is a
reference to the one true God (Yahweh). This means that he held two significant offices or titles.
That of king and priest. This was unusual, and later in history was a practice outlawed by God. The
Lord it seems wanted the two offices to remain separate and distinct. He knows that it is dangerous
when politics and religion mix.

Bera as we noted came to his meeting with Abram empty-handed. Melchizedek whose name means
“king of righteousness” came bearing bread and wine. As I said last week this was a meal fit for a
king. It would have been much appreciated by the weary Abram and his men. Interestingly it was
also the foodstuffs that would be broken and shared as part of cutting a covenant. After they had
eaten together Melchizedek offered Abram a blessing. He recognised that Abram was a faithful
servant of Yahweh. It was for this reason that God had allowed him the victory over the kings of the
east. Abram is moved by the blessing and reciprocates by making a tithe or offering to Melchizedek.
Whether this was 10% of his war spoils, or 10% of all he possessed is much debated. Whatever the
case it was a generous offer and shows that Abram recognised Melchizedek as being his spiritual
superior.

It is at this point that Bera pipes up and begin negotiations about the war booty. He wants the people
that Abram rescued and is willing to let Abram take the material goods that were captured. As I said
last week I don't think that this means that Bera was a kind and considerate leader. He was not
saying these things with the heart of a humanitarian. Rather I think he wants a people to rule over
and tax! Abram tells Bera that he has made an oath to God. The oath declared that he would take
nothing. He did not want to be indebted to a wicked pagan king. He most definitely did not want
anyone to think that his wealth had come from handouts from men like king Bera. Abram did
however make two exemptions. His men were to be excused from eating the food supplies whilst on
the mission. And the three brothers Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre who had assisted were to be allowed
to take what was rightfully theirs.

This brought us to the end of chapter 14. Today we will begin a two part study of the covenant that
God made with Abram.

B¢ - Ols2io| WHHIB TLICH
@2 0fmfs} Oio| BARO! N0 Ch ATHEALITE O] OIS 12 Zol XS OISR, 15 T B
ARIEILEE 170 XIcFR) 2 LHSS: ER0f S2LIE

K[l 14 FS DIFERISLIEL 14 E2 Ol=F0| & B2l 1] 2= Tt 0lop |= ESEELIEE 2 Bl 22 &~
= Y HRIZSL HEts £5E H=0f KA HZi5h= Z30] 2t 2Rl C = HISRIE Q2tHEo|
FRie =A| =7F ms TAREEUIRE T A 30 et Qe 8= & = SELIE

Ot 8 F 8= OIS ZHRILIEL k= OF=E0] =2 120| O[Th= H| B HzZEf o 52 =2
A =0kt I 1S ol LEEELE

B 22 2 O SOESLIEL Bi= a=9p| 22 20 IS 2RILEE 7HSE0IM 71 S0lE AHI=R
OlE & ot ol 242 23 uFS0| OFLIEE 112 SHOf| Chotikt= Ofed 71| 7120] QLI &= 7t 1ortel 2
ORI WPt 2T ARRIS0| ks 2403 7 M Ol -5 OF0|| LIE- 1) OIIE D 42t
SH| RiELICE

42 Do 000 ORICEL Rl R Ao OfF0| HFE AR SARIZSLIEL S0t 1= X|
=o| Z4! Stk O HAEOIREE BiLIEE 0PN XS5 Zo4l St 2 7 Of=Rh = 712 ILIEL Of



Back to the beginning — Genesis 35 - God's covenant with Abram — part 1 Page 3
= VH KO RH= & 7 K| S5 ARHS Z40BHSS oNeh [Tt Of= THAL]| ORAIQ! 20[Qin, SLHofl=
SN SXIoH 2O IRESLICE M= & 20| S0 Felo| 2P [E HENE A 2510 &
K[t 07} 440 [= 70| fIeiolCk= 242 OAP | HERILICE

HPH= OF=EIE B[R LiZ I BREO= RESLIEL OfF2| 520[“ oo 2 o AV MH2 S Z=asE ZRK i S
SLCE X[F0f REERER0| 02 20| Of22 = AMRSLIEL AR Of=2it 19| SIS0l et LR

20| Z2 MRS AL S0, Of SA52 2ofs s [l L0 H= SA0P = SR AME OF
= FNHEE oS SEEHH O O=E0| Ofeelo| S2iot S-S LORMELIEL Si-F=HM 101

3¢ == =2 SIS =S ol 2k HIZ O IR0 [RESLIEL OFE=E BV MHEe| ==0f Zsst
O] IS HISELIF Op0| TEfE2 MREERAEX| O 9| 2= AR MEEREA = =2I0] RSHH:

Ofti= OPI2 OI=E0| BV IMHIE Al BRo= P2t EXRIE 2Fdol= Litfet G0 IRELI

OfH}f HEP 72 [F0| Chot &S ARRIELIEE HIERS OF=EI0] 1=t S 2R, TRIOKR MiE2 OF=Z{0|
7RIER! SERIELIEE M= OPI0| Mg PO AR 22 RI=AIRP | IE0 R AL 20 IK| RiELIEL 27FA
2= OP7f= DIZ0iM O S Tt 20| OfLRf CE [ MizS 200l Bt S0] EasiH A 2Lk o=
SILFPH YN OFFZ RIX| BRI BREELICE = Ofot Of 2001 S AK| RIS SEot HipH 2
= At 22 M= 55 A= DS B 4R = BRELE 21 OI=E2 + 71| ORIE Fiat
Ch 2of FSI50] if T H2 Azl 25 =3 M 2| Ofd o, DiERip Rt 8 WIS 2ie
LIEE

OPICZ 14 0| ERtELIt 252 SI-FE/HM OF=Ef} Siodl oRfS &= RO LR O X £S5 A=
SHE

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

No matter how strong or committed we may be in our faith there are always moments of
uncertainty, fear or doubt. Times during which we may feel as if God is far from us, or we are far
from him. Seasons when we may feel as if we are all alone in the fight.

The 16™ century priest and mystic St John of the Cross described such moments as, “the dark night
of the soul.” The term is based on the night scenes described in the Song of Songs.

In his writings St John writes about how the child of God enters into deeper love and faith by
experiencing temporary darkness and seeming separation from God. Naturally it is not an easy thing
to experience, but it is sometimes necessary. Through the experience our faith is strengthened.

It certainly seems as if Abram was experiencing such a time as we begin chapter 15. He was we
read fearful and afraid. This fear stemmed as we shall soon discover from two sources. The first was
the possible reprisals that may come from the four Mesopotamian kings. And the second came from
the lack of the promised heir. Let's get into the text.

The chapter begins by telling us that these events occurred “after these things.” This simply means
that some time had passed since the exciting events outlined for us in chapter 14. We are then told
that Abram had a divine encounter. The “word of the Lord” came to him in a vision. In fact chapter
15 consists of two divine encounters. Abram and God engage in two powerful exchanges. The first
dialogue occurs across the first 6 verses. It takes place at night and concerns the promise of an heir.
The second unfolds over the remainder of the chapter. It speaks of the promise of land. We shall
look at that next week, Lord willing,

The expression “The word of the Lord” occurs only twice in the Book of Genesis. Both times
within this story. It is however a phrase found widely throughout the Old Testament. It is commonly
used to refer to an instance when divine revelation is being delivered to a prophet. This is entirely
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in-keeping with what we have before us. Abram is referred to as a prophet in chapter 20 (Gen 20:7).

We should also note that the “word,” or “revelation” from God came to the people of the Bible (Old
and New Testaments) in a variety of ways. God is not limited in how He can get His message
across. At times, it came through the personal appearance of God. At other times via an audible
voice, a vision or a dream. Sometimes it came through the ministry of angels. It also came on
occasion through the working of the Holy Spirit upon the mind, or by the ministry of a prophet or
preacher. Here, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision.

Visions were one of the three primary methods of divine revelation that God used in the Old
Testament. He also communicated through dreams and direct communication. For those of you
keeping score this is the first mention of a vision in the biblical text. The word used here is
machazeh (makh-az-eh). It is a word found on only three other occasions in reference to a vision of
God (Num. 24:4, 24:16; Ezek. 13:7).

In Strong's Concordance the following explanation is given for the word “vision.”

The word (vision) denotes an encounter with the living God by means of a divinely granted sight-
experience. It is never used for mere imagination or dreamlike speculation, every occurrence is tied
to prophetic revelation that carries covenantal weight and moral authority.

It is referring therefore to a divinely initiated vision.

Note carefully what God says to Abram. He tells him not to be afraid, “Fear not.” This is also the
first time this phrase appears in the bible. As we saw in chapter 14 Abram was a man of some power
and means. He had his own personal army of 318 men with whom he had just won a famous
victory. So what was it that made him fearful? As I mentioned before its likely that he was fearful
about what Chedorlaomer and the other kings from the east might do. They had been humiliated.
Would they seek retaliation and return with much larger armies? This was a distinct possibility.

God, however offers Abram reassurance by reminding him that he acts as Abram's shield.

A shield serves a soldier as a means of self-defence. It can block the arrows, sword strikes or spear
thrusts of the enemy. Without such protection a warrior could be seriously injured or killed, Shields
have been made from a variety of materials throughout history. Woven reeds, animal hides wood
and metal. No matter how well they are constructed all human made shields fail eventually. Over
time and with use they become weak or damaged. The shield provided by God by contrast never
weakens or fails. I shall speak more on this subject in my closing.

God also tells Abram that He is his great reward. The way this phrase reads in the Hebrew means
that it could be interpreted in one of two different ways. The first option is that God Himself is the
reward. Through your obedience and faith you have won me as an ally. The second option is that
Abram’s reward would be great in terms of treasure. In actual fact it doesn't really matter how we
read it, because both are true. God was the reward for Abrams faith, and God also rewarded Abram
with many material possessions. This whole incident comes lest we forget shortly after Abram
refused to take the spoils of war from the king of Sodom. So Abram need not fear. He wasn't foolish
to give up the chance of getting the war spoils. God's reward for his faith will be great.

Let us continue and see what happens next.
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2 But Abram said, “Lord Gop, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring;
indeed one born in my house is my heir!”

Abram's response to God begins with him using a new way of addressing the Lord. He calls Him
“master God” or “Lord God.” In Hebrew this is Adonai Yahweh. It's a very polite and respectful
way to speak to God. He then very openly expresses his concerns. As we have established Abram
was, by worldly standards a rich man. He had servants, numerous animals, a beautiful wife and
many material possessions. What he didn't have however was a natural heir. Someone to whom he
could hand on all that he owned. So although he appreciated all that God had given him, and valued
the shield of protection God offered it wasn't really what he wanted. In essence, what he's saying is
as follows,

What good are all these rewards and the blessings you have given me if | have no son to give them
to.

We read here that the heir to all he owned was to be Eliezer of Damascus. Who you may be
wondering is that? Well, he was Abram's chief servant. It was the case that under Hurrian law (also
found in the Code of Hammurabi and the Nuzi Tablets) that a man's heir would be either his natural-
born son (a direct heir) or, in the absence of any natural-born son, an indirect heir. This could be an
outsider, a slave or servant adopted expressly for this purpose. This person was expected to care for
the physical needs of his “adopted parents” during their lifetimes. When they died he would inherit
all they owned.

We should also note the irony here. Eliezer was not a native of the promised land. He, just like
Abram was a foreigner. He was from Damascus. So God had called Abram to leave Ur and come to
Canaan. He was to make this the home for his future descendants. And yet the first of these would
be an “indirect heir” from Damascus! When put like that we can perhaps understand Abram's
frustration. With respect God most high, where is the offspring you promised me?

Let's see how God responds.
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4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”

Here we get the Lord's response to Abram's honest and heartfelt query. The first thing for us to note
is that He does not scold or rebuke Abram for his lack of faith or trust. God, as our creator knows all
too well our weaknesses and failings. If God says something will happen it ought to be enough. We
ought to be happy and content with that. But often we are not. We question or doubt. It's good for us
to remember therefore that our ever patient God is open and available to listen to our cares and
concerns.

God then gives Abram the reassurance he so badly needed. Your chief servant, Eliezer will not be
your heir. As I promised you before I will enable you to produce a natural heir. The child will
originate in your own body.

One of the basic lessons in “the school of faith” is this. God’s will must be fulfilled in God’s way
and in God’s time. This is what often frustrates us. God's timing is often very different to our
timing. We want what we want, and we want it now. That's not how God operates. We should not
forget that time does not empty God's promises of their power, even if waiting challenges our
patience and, sometimes even, our faith.

God did not expect Abraham and Sarah to figure out how to have an heir. It was not a puzzle that
God had set them to solve. All He wanted from them was that they be obedient and ready so that He
could accomplish His purposes in and through them when the time was right. What Abram and
Sarai did not realise at this time was that God was waiting for them to be “as good as dead”” (Heb
11:12) before He acted. He was waiting for it to be, at least from a human perspective impossible
for them to have a natural child. This would allow God to receive the maximum glory. Only He
could accomplish something so preposterous. This meant that in the chronology of Abram’s life, the
fulfilment of this promise was still a number of years away.

As you may know if you are familiar with the story of Abram and Sarai they would again question
God's timing and become frustrated over the time it was taking. They would, with tragic
consequences take matters into their own hands. That however is all to come.
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5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if

you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he
believed in the Lorp, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

We learn here that the vision must have occurred whilst Abram was inside his tent. Additionally we
also glean that it took place during the hours of darkness. We have a common idiom in English that
says, “A picture tells a thousand words.” It means that the information that can be conveyed in a
picture or illustration may take a lot of words to explain. God wanted to impart some very important
information to Abram. He could have sat him down and explained it all, but far better to give him a
memorable image that would forever stick in his mind.

I worked for a few months at a farm in rural Western Australia. The farm was in the middle of
nowhere. To reach it you had to drive for several kilometres down dusty unsurfaced roads dodging
emus and kangaroos. The nearest “big” town was Manjimup about 10 km away. When I say “big” |
mean that it had a population of around 4000. Because there was zero light pollution on clear nights
the stars were absolutely breathtaking. Often we would go out and lie back on reclining chairs and
take in the night sky. It seemed as though the whole sky twinkled and sang in glory to the Lord. It
seemed as if hundreds of thousands of stars were visible. Actually this is not the case.

In 1930 astrologers and researchers at Yale University compiled a catalogue listing all the stars that
were of a magnitude 6.5 or brighter. To qualify for inclusion in the listing the stars had to be visible
to the naked eye from Earth. According to its 5th Revised Edition (1991), the total number of stars
that can be seen with the naked eye is 9,095. But, in fact, that’s not the number of stars one can see
when looking up the sky without the aid of a telescope or binoculars. We can actually see far fewer.
Theoretically, if there is no light pollution around us and we have good vision we should be able to
see around 4,500 stars on a dark moonless night. So certainly not the hundreds of thousands |
thought I was seeing.

Now as God guided Abram outside and told him to look up was this the figure He had in mind?
Look up, and begin counting Abram. You can expect to have around 4,500 descendants! Even this
figure for a man of Abram's age and with a barren wife would have been pleasing. As I'm sure you
appreciate however this is an illustration designed to convey innumerability. The same thing applied
when Abram's descendants were compared with dust (Gen 13:16).

I cannot conclude this section without taking the opportunity to give you your useless fact of the
day. I know that you are wondering just how many stars there actually are in the entire universe.
Would it be possible to count them? The answer to that question should be obvious. According to
NASA astronomers estimate that the universe could contain up to one septillion stars. That's a
VERY large number, a one followed by 24 zeros. Our solar system the Milky Way alone contains
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more than 100 billion stars. Are you impressed? You should be, God's creation is trully awesome.
Let's get back to the text.

Verse number 6 is one of the most important in all scripture. In the original Hebrew it contains just
five words. As A.W. Tozer was fond of saying this verse represents, "An ocean of truth in a drop of
speech." To underscore its importance this verse is quoted three times in the New Testament
(Galatians 3:6; Romans 4:3; and James 2:23). Its significance derives from the fact that it so
succinctly lays out how God saves. We see neatly outlined the requirement needed from us; faith
and the divine response to that faith.

At times people wrongly assume that the process of salvation was different for those living in the
Old Testament era prior to the arrival of the Messiah. That those Old Testament believers were
saved through their works, or by strictly adhering to the Law. This would have been a problem for
Abram since he lived over 400 years before the Law was given!

So how were people in the Old Testament saved? Are you ready? Here's the truth. In Abram’s time
and still today the process is the same. But don't just take my word for it. Allow me to quote the
Apostle Paul.

1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5
But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to
whom God imputes righteousness apart from works. (Rom 4:1-6)

Paul makes it very clear that the Old Testament way of salvation was the same as the New
Testament way. The way is as follows. We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone. There is however one slight distinction that needs to be made. Prior to the arrival of Jesus
God saved people through grace, faith, and the promise of a future Saviour. The Old Testament
saints looked forward to that event. Those of us living today look back to the finished work of the
saviour and place our faith and trust in that.

Let's look in a little more detail at verse 6. The three key words are believe, accounted (counted),
and righteousness. If you have a highlighter to hand mark those three words in your bible.

We are told that Abram believed God. He had absolute faith that God was going to do, or give him
exactly what He had promised. The Hebrew word translated “believed” means “to lean your whole
weight upon.” The example often given is that of a chair. You might look at a chair and think that it
is sound and can support your weight. Faith is actually sitting down. Abram leaned wholly on the
promises of God and the God of the promise.

We then read that God, recognising Abram's faith or belief accounted it to him. We might substitute
the word “accounted” with “reckoned” or an even better word “imputed.” To “impute” means to put
on ones account. In practical terms it means to credit, reckon, or charge something to a person's
account that did not originally belong to them. Let's say for example that you had an account with a
particular department store. At the end of each month they send you a bill asking that you settle
your account. But since I am very kind and generous I settle that bill for you. I put money into your
account. You now have a nice blank slate.

A good biblical example of imputation would be the sin of Adam. When Adam sinned it was
credited or imputed to all subsequent humanity. This means we are all born guilty because our
federal head, Adam sinned first. Another example of imputation can be seen with our saviours work
upon the cross. When Jesus was crucified our filthy sins, our iniquities were imputed to Him. All
our wickedness was put onto His perfect and unblemished account. This left us with a nice blank
slate.
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In Abrams case God accepted Abram's genuine faith or belief and credited him with righteousness.
On his account he stamped the word “justified.” In doing this God made it known to Abram that he
was acceptable to Him. The reason for this high honour is that Abram demonstrated faith, which is
the basic ingredient of being reconciled with God. As with the chair example I mentioned before
this means that he didn't just mentally accept that God would do what He said he went beyond this
and rested his entire hope upon God's promise. He sat down on God's promise.

What you may be asking do we mean by the word righteous. It's a word we frequently use, but don't
often take the time to define. Secular dictionaries define righteousness as being, “behaviour that is
morally justifiable or right.” Such behaviour is characterised by generally accepted standards of
morality, justice, virtue, or uprightness. The Bible’s standard which is what interests us is a little
different. The bible defines righteousness as representing God’s own perfection in every attribute,
attitude, behaviour, and word.

It is with such a man that God will cut a covenant.

Let us conclude today's study by looking at the following verse.
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7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lorp, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to inherit it.”

There is some scholarly debate surrounding whether verse 7 occurs immediately after verse 6 or
perhaps after some time has passed. Let's briefly consider each possibility.

Assuming some time had passed perhaps Abram had begun to have some doubts. Maybe he had
begun to question the things God had told him. So God reappears here to reassure him. Look, I'm
the God who called you out of Ur and led you here. I gave you my word that this land was to be
yours. You trusted me then and you should trust me fully again.

It we take this verse to naturally follow on from verse 6 with no time gap we can take it to be a final
declaration statement. Since I am the very same God who brought you from Mesopotamia you can
be sure I'll keep my promises.

Either way we interpret this verse the conclusion we reach is the same. The all powerful sovereign
God of the universe has spoken. He has made a promise and God always fulfils His promises.

Next time, Lord willing we are going to continue on with our study looking at the covenant that
God literally cut with Abram.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's study.

Q= HHOIM & 7 K| 22 SUELICE
1 Made righteous through Christ

In today's passage we read about how God saw Abram's belief or faith and credited it to him as
righteousness. What a truly amazing thing this is. Have you ever stopped to consider that God looks
at our faith, meagre and pathetic as it may be and responds by imputing or crediting us with Christ's
righteousness. It's the most wonderful gift or offer available. Let's unpack what it all means.

We are made right with God or justified by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. As natural
born sinners by nature we do not have any righteousness of our own. Any “goodness” we may
possess is marred or corrupted by sin. This is because God's standard in this regard is perfection. He
is perfect and we fall woefully short. This means that there is nothing we can do or offer God that
would be sufficient to save ourselves. We have nothing of merit to offer or bargain with.

In order to be saved and made perfect (acceptable to God) we need righteousness to be credited to
us. It cannot come from within us because of sin so therefore it must come from an external source.
It has to derive from outside of us. God knew this and this is why He sent His son. God's plan of
redemption was fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ died in our rightful place upon the cross. He bore
the punishment we so richly deserved. When you see a cross with Jesus nailed to it put yourself in
His place. That is what we all deserve. Through Jesus's willing act our sins are washed away.
Christ's righteousness is now accounted to us. Our account, thanks to Him says we are in right
standing with God. God the Father looks at us and sees His son. What you might ask have we done
to deserve this?

The answer is nothing. God did it all. All that is required from us is that we believe and have faith.
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2 God is my shield

Throughout history soldiers have carried protective shields. You might picture the curved
rectangular scutum carried by Roman legionnaires. Or you might think of the large circular shield
called an aspis carried by Greek soldiers. Whatever ancient army you study you will discover that it
was widely accepted that a shield, even if only small offered a valuable defence against attack. It
could deflect or stop an arrow, or act to parry a sword's blow. Even today the police, military and
firefighters still use protective shields. They value and appreciate the protection it affords them.

In today's account God told Abram that He was his shield. The Hebrew word for shield is magen. It
appears frequently in the Old Testament, most notably in Psalm 3:3, where King David writes,

But You, O Lord, are a shield for me,
My glory and the One who lifts up my head.

What does it mean to say that God is our shield? It means that He provides us with total protection.
When we are safely behind His shield we are protected from danger and attack. This is especially
true when it comes to guarding us in spiritual battles. No ancient warrior would go into battle
without his shield. If their shield was lost or damaged in the fighting they would quickly seek out
another. So why would we think that we can enter into the spiritual battles of this world without
protection. Are we so tough that we can withstand the perils around us? Trust me, we most certainly
are not. Let us then seek the Lord's protection. Let us allow Him to be our shield. We can do this by
immersing ourself in His word, seeking Him daily through prayer and by trying as best we can to
live a life that is obedient, honouring and pleasing to Him.
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