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Scripture: Genesis 13:1-18

1 Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to
the South. 2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went on his
journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar which he had made there at
first. And there Abram called on the name of the LORD.

5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. 6 Now the land was not
able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that
they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt
in the land.

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my
herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before you?
Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the
right, then I will go to the left.”

10 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere (before the LORrD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lorbp,
like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of
Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other. 12 Abram dwelt in the
land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as
Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LoRrbD.

14 And the LoRD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and
look from the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for
all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make
your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the
earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its
length and its width, for I give it to you.”

18 Then Abram moved Ais tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which
are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD.
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Review — Genesis 12:10-20

In today's study we are going to look at the story of Abram's return to the Land of Canaan and his
separation from Lot. We will cover the entirety of chapter 13. But before we look at that let us
review the main points from last week's sermon.

In last Sunday's sermon we looked at Abram's time in Egypt. As I'm sure you recall he had travelled
down through the land of Canaan and settled in the Negev region in the south. Whilst there they
experienced a severe famine. Sadly such events were quite common in the ancient world. Israel
depends upon rainfall and if it is a particularly dry year it can cause serious problems. What was
Abram to do? As the head of the clan he was responsible for their well-being. He had to consider
the needs of Sarai, his wife, Lot, his nephew along with all the other members of their group. What
he should have done was trust and rely upon God. He had been called to dwell in the land of
Canaan. Since that was where God wanted him he should have had faith that God would protect and
provide for him. Unfortunately Abram's faith at this time was still small. Instead of seeking God he
decided to devise his own plan.

His plan was to take the entire group down to Egypt until the famine was over. The region around
the Nile Delta due to the water from the Nile River was seldom subject to famines. It made logical
sense therefore to go there and wait the famine out. So they packed up their tents and set off
towards the border.

As they approach the border crossing Abram becomes worried. His worry stems from the fact that
65-year-old Sarai is a stunning beauty. He is worried that an Egyptian noble man might take a shine
to her and kill him in order to get her. This was a fairly common practice, so perhaps Abram had
cause for concern. Once again however he should have trusted God. The Lord had plans for the
future that involved both of them. Abram urges Sarai to lie. If anyone asks who she is she is to say
that she is his sister. In this way Abram hopes to avoid being killed. Sarai's beauty does not go
unnoticed. The Egyptian court officials inform the Pharaoh who in turn brings Sarai into his house
(harem). As I told you last time I think it highly unlikely that the two had sexual relations. When a
new “wife” joined the harem there was a period of purification.

This often lasted for several months. Aside from this I believe that God protected Sarai and kept her
from any sexual violations. Abram as her “brother” did very well out of the deal. Presumably the
king paid him the bride price and treated him well.

God, however was most displeased with the situation. He intervened supernaturally and sent a
plague that affected the Pharaoh and his household. As I said last time the bible does not state
specifically what this plague was. Some believe it was a form of leprosy that affected the skin and
made sexual intercourse impossible. Whatever the case the Pharaoh learns of the deception. He call
Abram before him and demands to know why he lied. Abram's response is not recorded for us. I
think he very wisely kept quiet. The king reunites Sarai and Abram and asks them “politely” to
leave Egypt and not come back. This was where we ended last time.

Today we will look at what happened when Abram returned to the land of Canaan.
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1 Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to
the South.

Abram as we have seen was asked to leave Egypt by the Pharaoh. I'm sure given the circumstances
that he was happy to leave. He had after all embarrassed himself and his family by his shameful
deception.

But we should also not overlook the fact that going back to Canaan was all part of God's divine
plan. He wanted Abram to settle in the land of Canaan. Their time spent in Egypt was in effect
wasted time. This is because their detour south ended up with them being exactly where they
started. God would have provided for all their needs in the land to which He had called them. But
Abram thought that he knew best.

So upon their exit from Egypt the party travelled north and re-entered the promised land. This
brought them into the southern part of the land of Canaan, the Negev Desert region.
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The observant among you will note that Lot is mentioned here. Technically speaking he was not
named as being among those who went down into Egypt. But this verse affirms that in fact he had
been among the party that went down and stayed in Egypt. This makes logical sense. The severe
famine meant that all of them sought refuge in the land of the Pharaohs.

1 O[=2i0] ofizoj] 2} 19| ot RE ARe} a8 WAIHZ S2P I

Op=Ef2 HiFjeo| FHoZ ORES MO RSHIEL SN Sf2is 1eplH Ol 7 PHO| Hkts L 1
= TR S2Fr= KRt 70| KIS AR

SIREH7(RIo= Z0P = 242 SH-IER| ARlo| LRAELICE SR OFEZI0| 7[R Hof| FASE 1S RSk
SLICE OREOM B ARE2 AR AR HEHIRSHIF o OO0 OO O M O O 0
OF CHA| Z0KRY | HEULICE SH-FPHIM IS52 F24 HojM I30| 2E TS MesSHn| Ol=2k2 Xt
AO| O Z QIC M2 IS0 MRS L

OO AH

ORRIEE [t £ 22 52O 05510] QALo| WO= CIA| SOREELICE I52 710t 25 L= At
X|%0i| =ARELIEE Of 77201 2| OIF0| gl Zis & == RUELIL ATO| TolH OFEZ LIERFARIS
S0l =2 OIS0 AZER| MK I2E O] 725 Soll W ORIE=R 74 &t0f| <ol RRUS= & = UELHEE o
2ot 712 =0 5 25 nigjee| Hoz HiHts 7otz R 9P| 2 20| Sl ZRlLIrt

2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went on his journey from
the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between
Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram
called on the name of the LoORD.

I mentioned a moment ago that Abram's time in Egypt had been “wasted time.” However if seen
from the perspective of amassing material gain it was not wasted time. Abram had become very
rich. In the original Hebrew the word used here for “rich” is the word kabed (kaw-ade). It actually
means “heavy.” The idea being conveyed to us is that he was weighed down with his riches.

We often forget the burden comes with wealth. Rich people are not always the happy joy-filled
people we might expect. As the popular saying goes, money can't buy you happiness. Most of us are
so eager to acquire riches that we forget the weight it carries.

The burden comes from having to maintain or preferably increase what we have, having to use our
riches wisely or sensibly and endeavouring to prevent others from taking what we have. How much
easier it is in life without these concerns.

Now I am not suggesting that is is in any way desirable to live in poverty, but rather that it is often
beneficial for us not to be overburdened by material possessions or wealth.

Abram was rich we are told in three specific areas. He had accumulated a large quantity of
livestock. As we know much of this was acquired in Egypt, gifted to him by the Pharaoh. He had
also amassed a large quantity of silver and gold. So we can see that Abram had already begun to be
materially blessed which was a part of the Abrahamic Covenant.

From the Negev region in the south Abram travelled up as far at Bethel. This you will remember
was where he had originally pitched his tent and made camp (Gen 12:8). This area was better able
to provide for the needs of their flocks. It was also where he had previously made an altar and
worshipped God. He returned to this spot we are told because he desired once again to hear from
God. It's interesting that he returns to hear from God only when his own plan had backfired terribly.
At times, we too are guilty of his. We make a poor choice or decision in life and when it goes
horribly wrong we shuftle back to the Lord and ask Him to help sort out our mess.

We see here in Abram's actions two important “returns.” The first is a geographical return. Abram
returns to the physical place where he had encountered the Lord. The second and much more
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important return is a spiritual one. Abram came back to the place in which he had begun his act of
public worship of Yahweh. In doing so he renewed his commitment to the Lord following his
failure in Egypt. It may also have been the case that he also wanted to express his gratitude for
God's grace and mercy. Although things had not gone well in Egypt he had escaped unscathed, his
wife and nephew were still with him and he had been materially blessed. There were numerous
reasons to thank and praise the lord.

It is sad reality that in our battle against the flesh we will from time to time fall into sin. What is of
vital importance is how we react to that fall. We would do well to follow Abram's lead. When we
sin against God we should humbly return to Him repent, confess and worship. We do not need to
travel to any particular place in order to do this. Wherever we are at the time will suffice. When we
repent and confess our fellowship with God is restored and we can move on. Abram experienced
this same kind of peace.
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5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.

We've spoken before about just how wealthy Abram was. He was the Elon Musk of the ancient
world. He was a rich man when he left Canaan to enter Egypt and whilst he was there he managed
to increase his wealth. Here we learn here for the first time that his nephew Lot was also a well off
individual. Although he was probably not as rich as Abram he too had been blessed under the
Abrahamic Covenant. He received this blessing because of his connection to his uncle. We are told
that he had flocks of possibly sheep and goats, and herds of cattle. It also tells us that he had tents.
As a nomadic people group everyone lived in tents. So obviously there were tents for Lot and his
immediate family. Moses highlight “tents” here in particular because it indicates that he had
numerous workers, slaves or servants that travelled with him. All of these people had to be
accommodated in tents. It's just a way of emphasising Lot's wealth. These abundant material riches,
particularly the four legged kind were about to cause them some serious issues.
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6 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their
possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between
the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and
the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.

Allow me to paint a picture of what life was like for an ancient nomadic tribal group. The land of
Canaan was as we have previously established not an uninhabited place. The land was owned and
controlled by various tribes, nations or small independent city states. These groups had control over
various parcels of land. They quite naturally used this land for their own purposes and opposed,
violently if necessary anyone trying to use their land for pasture. This meant that nomadic travelling
groups could only settle and graze land that was unoccupied, undefended or unclaimed. We might
term such land as “neutral land.” In most cases we are talking about real estate that was poor
pasture land. This situation might be worsened further depending on the time of year and how dry it
had been.

Prior to their sojourn in Egypt living and grazing their animals together had not been an issue. But
now with their increase in livestock they had a serious problem. Clearly they could not stay in the
same place. Things really come to a head when the respective herdsmen of both families begin to
fight.

You certainly don't want to be fighting among yourselves when you are surrounded by hostile
enemies including the Canaanites and the Perizzites. The term “Canaanite” whilst referring to a
specific tribal group was commonly employed to refer to any inhabitant of the land of Canaan. The
Perizzites were a particular people group. The name Perizzites means “villagers” and denoted those
who lived out in the open country, rather than in larger, walled cities. The Perizzites dwelt in the
region south and south-west of Mount Carmel. This was the fertile central portion of Canaan.

Given that they were surrounded by enemies it made little sense for Abram and Lot to be fighting
each other. It only made them weaker and more vulnerable. Something decisive had to be done.
Abram was faced with yet another test. He did not do very well with last two tests he faced. How
would he fare here?
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Let's read on and find out.

6 21'80| 250| S#oP Pil =6k| ZSRICH Of= 59| 770 et BRISOILEL 7 IF{B=
Of=E2lo| 7[=e] EXiot 2| 75| SXP | A= CIFaL & 71LRt ARt R AR 1 50j| 2RSii=XEt
S =21 50| 20| OfHHSA| AZo2 BFLRISHE 2 SERER0| 7112 Eoil= 0P| B2 MRS
Of &1 RRUELIFE 1 T2 03] 75, B8 5= A2 S A =7150] R0k SMREELIEE OfF2 Z42f
= G AIoEL i 0| XRIS2| ZHS 2l 2 OISR, LRSIEIH =15 MBI e AR a2
T2 A= MEoIR= AS2 HRELIEL Ol R=2IS0| A0 2K AL O] BALE 2R70| Sl
SOMZE 715S S = RUSS 2PRILIEL Ot 8BS "SR Ineutral land" 21 F5 & USLE CHFE
9| Z?0]| O T2 2K |2 FRiSHK| RtEIEt AR Bo= 7 1= He0]| et a2 TS LSS

ORIEZ 7P| Toffi= Ol=Eut XO| 7155 2P| 7 121 SO OfFz ZAP  SREELIEE SIRIZE 715 <7 BIot
K[ ezt ZXPHEELIEL J52 o0 20| & 7 SREEHEE 7 Tl SXIS0| B | ARBIEA
0[O0 OO .

7I-RF Afziunt B | ARSI HE0IH| S2MIR] Ao 2=0| M2 MP= A2 AT HIZRIGK| RiaL
C} "7 1-RF ARS Canaanite" OR= 80f= B8 S52 712 = LORKEL TAPH: 7LIoHE0| Als RE

NS St O ASEIRISLICE BRiA £42 S551 0 ZE0RM, 10122 012 ARIS villagers"S
opjsiH Aoz SRRl -2 =AP O B EOI ST0| ARIEH ARISS 7RIZHELICE BRI 42 7 At
00O, 5 7 1-RF e HiSoH S X |20 st

12 MSO0iPH| 2R el opEint 0| Mz M= A2 FX| BiRIELEL 52 TS Aokl SAHV |
| TS EORELIE SOl =APHEaSLIF Of=Z{0| Xt tE LEE AP RIGHE J= Al = #Ho
Ao Zup t SR ZRUELIEE Ol0f= Of A 2k

A5 SI0{210 LORSALE

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my
herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please
separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then
I will go to the left.”

Abram I am pleased to say handled this test in a much better way. He goes to Lot and outlines not
only the problem but also offers a solution. It is clear to both men that the place in which they are
currently residing cannot support them both. It is only leading to strife and conflict between their
respective herdsmen. This is proving damaging to them both and to their Godly witness in that area.
There should as Abram rightly notes be no fighting between “brothers.” So Abram proposes that
they separate. They will go in opposite directions and find their own places to live. It is an
eminently sensible solution.

Look at the reasonable and measured way that Abram introduces the subject. We are surrounded by
good land he tells Lot.

There is no reason for us to be arguing and fighting over the same piece of real estate. I also want
you to note very carefully what Abram does next. It tells us a great deal about Abram's wisdom. He
effectively gives Lot the choice about where to go and settle. You can either take what's on the left
or on the right. They will in effect divide the land between them.

Now clearly Abram is a kind and generous uncle. He definitely has a soft spot for his nephew. But
in the culture of that day he was the elder or the senior figure. The choice really rested upon him.
Abram by rights was the one who could decide where to go. Lot as the lower person in the social
hierarchy would just have to be content with what he was given. And yet here he subverts the
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custom and allows Lot the choice.

8 O[=Zlo| Rojp| o|=x] f2l=¢HE=0R o 0 Lo SKILE Y| SKILE A2 CIEA| S| =X} 9 L] ojl 2

'Zo| K| ojsip 0 O EH-PiRt Yl o O Sk WP LI 0 O =oiERt

CRES|= OIEZR2 O Ali0| 2 O DI HA| CiRESLICE = SO ZXIE 23Sk SA 0| SR Kk et
LICE 5 AR o3l 7H555k= 20| &7 7152 R0l 0| SE0HK| 22 &1 Qs 132 F T =4t

= MO CiELdt 253 OP RISLIEL Of= = AR 250fH| SHi=E & Of-l2t 1 K|S0l 52| LI S0
T QISES OPSESLICE o2t UTHZ "X brethren” 0 O] O LI 1. ZI2HA OfEEE2 &= A|ZI0| 8j0]

AR MRILICE ZiK} CHE Higtoz 7 FAkt XS 2= ARILCE Ol= O S0 SHAMRILCL

O=IZi0| L0+ BIRPHO 1 A ISSHH| O ZHIE AP IBH=R| 2R, Ti= RO 29201 B2 TO| Bl 2l
Cf

70 0| B2 22 1SS 0 CIERI WS OIR7} GRKsLITE OfS2io] CIS $SS 750| 20| Al
9. 0f= OJEIZIo| KBS X HORBLEL e 201 Of= (MO 7|\ 4| ARt PRIS FUSLEL 22 9
TOIE QEZ OIS BIR| Mt 4+ QRIS 1SS T2 L 2 2 2K

——1= T AAAH =L O=
0| OEER2 FFESk Eittich O REELIEE T= ZF 1S DS OFZSLIEE SHKEF 2 TA| Z=iid= SRt
21 OIEEIOI| T o= MERAO| QUSLIEL OF2EI0| Of= Hoz ZK| ZEet RS 7 I, AR XiePtH
= R2 T ZI01H| 0T 'Hoi| 2RSSO YSLIEE T1240| OS2 2SS M KOiH| AEHRE S
10 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere
(before the LoRrD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lorbp, like the land

of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from each other.

It is easy for us to imagine this scene. Some speculate whether the two men were standing on
Mount Asor as they looked out over the plain of Jordan. At just over 1000 meters in height it is the
tallest peak in this region. It is also only a short walk from both Bethel and Ai.

So when Abram offered Lot what was on his left, he was referring to northern Canaan, including the
area around Shechem going as far south as Bethel and Ai. The other choice was what was on their
right. This meant southern Canaan, including Hebron and the Negev. Both men we should note had
previously lived in both regions. This means they had a good knowledge of what each had to offer.

As Lots survey the land he notes that it was well watered. Access to good water sources was
essential in that dry region. We also read the ominous detail that this was prior to the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah.

As you are probably aware the area where archaeologists think these cities were once located is a
desolate place today. A barren dry rocky region home only to scorpions and lizards. But it was not
always this way. It was once a highly desirable location. Moses describes it here as being like the
“garden of the Lord.” This means it was at this time in history similar to the Garden of Eden. It is
also compared favourably with Egypt. The reference here is to the Nile delta. A green and well-
watered place.

Lot is enamoured with the plain of Jordan and chooses this place in which to settle. Later this will
turn out to have been a very poor choice. Abram decides to head east and the family parts ways.
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12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched Ais
tent even as far as Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful
against the LORD.

Following the split both families settled into their respective areas. Abram lived in the land of
Canaan. This means that he continued to live surrounded by his enemies. As before they would have
had to find neutral land upon which to graze their flocks.

Lot by contrast headed south-east. The precise location of the ancient city of Sodom is disputed
today.

I think there is good evidence to suggest that it was once located just south-east of the Dead Sea in
the Jordan valley. As we have just established this was once a good place in which to keep animals.
There was plenty for the herds to graze upon and the area at that time had good sources of water.
However it was in the vicinity of the city of Sodom. Moses tells us that they were an exceedingly
wicked and sinful people.

The Hebrew used here literally means they were “VERY sinners” against Yahweh. It's worth us
remembering that fact. When we sin we often think that we are wronging another human being. If
steal some money from your wallet then it's you I am sinning against.

Of course in this scenario we are committing an injustice against this person. We are harming them
in stealing money from them. However when we sin ultimately we are sinning against a Holy God.
When we sin we are breaking God's laws and in doing so offending Him.

As we progress on with our journey through the Book of Genesis I will speak much more on the
wicked depravity of the men of Sodom. Their sins included participating in homosexuality and rape,
among others.

Before moving on its worth us reflecting for a moment on Lot's choice. In some ways he chose a
very desirable location. It provided for all his and his families needs. But it was a choice that also
came with a great spiritual danger. The grass may have been green and the water fresh and clear, but
it was located right next to a sewer pipe. The filthy corruption of Sodom was just a short distance
away. It's impossible to stand near a sewer pipe and not occasionally get a putrid odour wafting your
way.

Let us read on.
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14 And the Lorp said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and
look from the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for
all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its
width, for I give it to you.”

We move now into what is in effect a restatement of the Abrahamic Covenant. This was the third
time Abram received direct revelation from God. God spoke to him on this occasion following his
separation from Lot. There is an interesting parallel here with what happened to Lot. Lot also
“looked out and took in the land.” When he did it so it was on his own initiative. He surveyed the
land with self-interest at heart. He looked for a piece of land that would profit and benefit only him
and his people. Abram looked out only when God encouraged him to do so. God sought not only to
bless Abram but all those generations that flowed from him.

God encourages Abram to take it all in. Spin around and look at it all. All that he can see is going to
be the inheritance of his descendants (God's chosen people) forever. This remember is an
unconditional covenant. God's people will inherit this land. No if, buts or maybes.

God continues to reaftirm His promises to Abram and expands on them. Not only will the Lord give
Abram children and make of his offspring a great nation, God will make them so numerous as to be
uncountable. Such a promise must have been both comforting and confusing to a childless man in
his mid 70s. To help convey things better God employs a potent analogy. He tells Abram that his
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descendants will become as numerous as the “dust of the earth.” Why dust you might ask. Well at
times we describe huge numbers or quantities as being like sand on the beach. Now, individual
particles of sand, grains can in theory at least be counted. Feel free to go to the nearest beach with a
magnifying glass and start counting. But how do we count dust.

The very ideas of trying to count dust is simply mind-boggling. Here is the take-away. From both a
physical and spiritual perspective, Abraham's children will exceed the ability of the human mind to
comprehend (Romans 9:7-9, Galatians 3:7).

God then tells Abram that he is to embark on a walking tour. He is to go on the very first Holy Land
excursion. Today if you visit Israel you can elect to join a tour guide and be shown many of the
major biblical or archaeological sites. It's well worth doing. Abram was not really going on a
sightseeing trip. As he walked around he was asserting his God given right to take possession of the
land. Even though the reality was that his descendants would not fully occupy or possess the land
for many years to come. We might think of this process as being the equivalent of “measuring the
land.” In ancient times, taking the measure of something was a sign of ownership. It was also
common for victorious armies to claim conquered territory by marching through it and literally
treading it under their feet. It would further help cement in Abram's mind just how generous God
had been. All of this amazing land was His gift to His people.

Let's conclude our study for today by looking at the following verse.
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18 Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which
are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LoRrbp.

The episode ends by telling us that Abram moved his tent. This reminds us that he continued living
a nomadic lifestyle. Despite being promised actual ownership of the land Abram preferred to move
around and dwell under canvas. On this occasion he travelled to the terebinth or oak trees of
Mamre. The area was named after its original owner, Mamre the Amorite. Just as we saw when we
looked at the trees near Shechem (Gen 12:6) this was probably a prominent site for pagan worship.
It will be from here that Abram will later plead for the sparing of Sodom (Gen 18:1).

Moses also gives us the detail that these trees are in Hebron. This indicates that Abram stayed
outside but near the city, just as he did at Shechem. The verse closes by again telling us that in this
location he built an altar to the Lord. This means that in a place of wicked pagan idolatry Abram
constructed a place of worship to the one true God.

He had walked around which was an act of physical possession. In constructing an altar he was also
taking spiritual possession of the land.

Next week Lord willing we will look at Lot's kidnap and the daring rescue attempt made by Abram.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's study.

25 2o F 7| WS HUSHEE

1 Living for others and not ourselves

How easy it is to be selfish and self-centred. That is our default setting as human beings. We want
what's best for us and never mind the rest. I recently watched a Korean TV drama about an
elementary school. One of the student's mothers was very demanding of the teacher. She basically
wanted her son to be given every conceivable advantage. She was at one point challenged by the
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teacher about her attitude. She was asked whether she had any concern or care for the other children
in the class. If her son was treated in a preferential or privileged manner it was unfair. Shouldn't
everyone be equally treated. The mother angrily screamed back at the teacher that she couldn't care
less about the other students. She was only interested in her own son.

While he was in Egypt Abram was selfish and self-centred.

He was only worried about what was good for him. But he seems to have learned a valuable lesson
from this experience.

When he came back to the Land of Canaan things were different. Take for example his treatment of
Lot. By rights as the elder man he could have exerted his right to choose the best land. Instead, he
allowed Lot to choose first. He willingly forfeited his own right to put Lot first.

It is hard for us at times to put the needs of others above our own. Our own wants and desires
demand out attention. We must therefore struggle against our flesh and recognise the need to think
of others before ourselves.

William Booth founded the Salvation Army in 1878. Every year the organisation held an annual
conference. Booth would always attend and give a speech. In his latter years however he became
too ill to attend in person. Instead, he would telegram them a message to read out on his behalf. One
year the message contained just one single word. That word was OTHERS.

I'm sure William Booth was thinking of Philippians chapter 2 verse 3.

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself.

Let us take this verse to heart. And endeavour to live for others and not ourselves.
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2 Conflict resolution

Genesis chapter 13 opens with Abram and his nephew Lot returning from Egypt. Both men had
done well from the experience. They had been blessed materially and now had an abundance of
livestock. However as we saw things were not all good. Their prosperity creates tension as the land
cannot support all of their livestock. As a result of this strife breaks out between their herdsmen.
Abram responds to the situation by making a very generous proposal.

Abrams action here teaches us some very important lessons about conflict management and
resolution. I'm sure we have all seen or been involved in difficult situations. So lets look and learn
from Abram. I have drawn four lessons from his engagement with Lot.

Lesson 1 — He acts first. Abram recognises that there is a problem brewing. Instead of waiting and
just hoping things get better he took the initiate and acted first. When we find ourselves in situations
of conflict let us be the ones to act first and try and resolve things.

Lesson 2 — He values relationship over rights. Having good and peaceful relations with his nephew
Lot are more important to Abram than asserting his rights as elder to the prime grazing land. Let us
learn that the relationships we have with people are much more important than being right or getting
what we feel entitled to.

Lesson 3 — He yields choice. He might have insisted upon getting his way but Abram is man
enough to let Lot pick first. In their situation there was lots of land to choose. So why destroy a
family arguing over small details. Sometimes it is necessary and desirable to give up choice in order
to achieve peace.

Lesson 4 — He keeps the solution simple and practical. So often we try to complicate things when in
fact a simple solution is best. In Abram and Lot's case the solution was very simple. Separate the
flocks by living in different locations. The result will be the preservation of family unity. Often the
answer to a problem is simple.

There are many things we can learn from Abram. Let us seek to be peace-makers and conflict
resolvers both in our own lives and with those with whom we interact.

2 WS

P13 T2 Ol=Et 27+ XO| OREOM SO0IEM ARFEILCE = Algh2 ORIEOIM B2 2iE 2REH
Lt SRRz SRS 71 ROINELEL SR 2= 20| eFA R s Se222 e X
iR RE 7S S S HEERD | HRRILIEE O1= Bl SAIS Ao BF0| 2otk Of=22 2
Chot MiRte= 11 2i0]| CHMRSLIEL

ORI A2 ZSS SiEol= Oi? SRS s BHIFL 22| 2Fs Ot J2E 20T 301 ol /!
= WYL Ol=Eo| AHIE SN HiiREEA IR A= Ol X2 Chlof U| 71| Es HUSHIEE

W2 | - = TN ASUELCE OI=E2 ZAPHAZ 24E B0, X 7 [FRIH &=20| LIOKP IS Hi2k= T
P L ASHELICE P2 2SS0 AUS [ B BSSHL ZHIS SHESIE L OO 2i-ICf

e 2 - HE|ECHEAIS SARESLICE O SRERIEA T2 S25AIS A8t 2RI 80P | =0t 29t R
1E2 TS FABHRL EelEH KL= XS O SeAI ELEt F2le £10 IS TRPALHARC| #RIE =



Back to the beginning — Genesis 32- Abram inherits Canaan — Sermon Notes Page 15
ol= AECHCIE ARENR| 2P | 2 SR5ICR= 23 HiRoF Si-Ict

T 3 - T MRS QS [ OIS RYAIO| SE2 PRIAP lpfn TE) H42 S QRIRE SO 2R M
0O OO0 O CC0 COTTEET . IS0 496t 2 Qi 0| RIS IEL ARSI LI}
7SS Tt Tavt AIiey R WIS 07| i AEtMS 7 SHs 20| Haskn HiRixst 4= kst
at

WE 4 - = TSkl HENQISIEMS MARISLIEL P2k= ZITR! SifER0| 2R Mol &S =25k 2
E=820| QL O RO B iR O ZITRISLIEL M2 50PN 71 TS o] F= 204
SHEE 207 R 2l5S X[ o= AUEHEE ZX0f Lot sief2 T5 ZITRILIEL

2= OO B2 S Hig o~ USHEL 22| KRhle] st 22Pt 2if= 2= ARSI 20N EelS
AP 2SS 2ok A0 === =it



