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10 This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two
years after the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot
sons and daughters. 12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah. 13 After he begot
Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred
and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot
Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and
daughters. 18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two
hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters. 20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and
begot Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot
sons and daughters. 22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor,
Serug lived two hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah. 25 After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one
hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters. 26 Now Terah lived seventy
years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.
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Review — The Tower of Babel

In today's study Moses is going to provide us with the all important seed line of promise. The line of
elect descendants that flowed from Shem and arrived at Abram. Yes, we are back into the world of
genealogies. However before we look at that let us take a few moments to review last week's
sermon.

Last Sunday we looked at the first nine verses of chapter 11. It might be a short passage of scripture
but don't be misled by its brevity. In just these nine verses we learn about the origin of all the
languages of the world.

Secular experts argue and debate among themselves over which language came first and how the
others evolved from it. A considerable amount of effort is invested in researching the evolution of
language. Those who hold to an evolutionary world-view (most secular scientists) assume that all
languages should be able to be traced back to a single parent language. However that isn’t what
researchers have discovered. Instead, language families of today can be traced back to multiple
unrelated parent languages.
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It is true that certain languages share commonalities and are clearly related to one another. We refer
to such languages as being a language family. Let me give you an example. Spanish, Italian,
Romanian, Portuguese, and French all belong to the same language family. They are collectively
known as the “romance languages.” Linguists agree that they all evolved or developed from one
original language known as a protolanguage.

Now if all languages came from a single protolanguage, which is what the secular world suggests
then they would share many things in common. But this is not what we see in the real world. We
also have a few languages that do not come from any known protolanguage. These are known as
language isolates. An example of an isolate language would be Basque, a language spoken in south-
western Europe. This presents secular language experts with a challenge. Where do all these
different language families and particularly isolates come from?

As Christians, we can assist them. We can save them a great deal of time and trouble. They don't
need to spend hours looking at archaeological fragments or try to piece ancient documents together.
They can just read the bible. It clearly explains how God confused the original protolanguage and
therefore explains why we see so many different language families today. Let's review what
happened.

When Noah and his family stepped off the ark they all obviously shared the same tongue. This was
the original protolanguage. The bible clearly tells us that they shared one language and one
vocabulary (set of words). The language they spoke was probably a Semitic one that resembled
Hebrew. Following the flood it seems as if they settled at least for some time in the vicinity of the
mountains of Ararat. However after some time they decided to look for a better more suitable place
to call home.

Chapter 11 picks up the story approximately 100 years after the end of the flood. We know this
because we are told that these things took place in the days of Peleg. He was the son of Eber and
was born 101 years after the flood. We are told that this original group of people travelled in an
easterly direction. Away from the Ararat region and into what is today Iraq.

They were probably being led by Nimrod at this time. He was as we have previously noted a
powerful charismatic warrior figure. The bible presents him as being a tyrant who most likely ruled
with a rod of iron. They journeyed south east until they reached the Plain of Shinar. This region
later to be a part of Mesopotamia was located between the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers. It was a
large flat fertile plain and seemed like the perfect place to settle. This of course was not what God
wanted them to do. But this rebellious people decided to ignore God's wishes.

Once they had decided on a spot they decided to build themselves a city and a tower. This prideful
and rebellious group of people wanted to make a name for themselves. The tower that they designed
and built probably resembled a ziggurat.

A rectangular structure with ascending stories and topped with a temple or astrological observatory.
As I said last week this tower was intended to be far more than just an imposing or impressive
structure. Though it probably was both of these things. It was designed with a specific religious
purpose in mind. It was to serve as their gate-way to the gods. They believed that because they
could ascend the tower which “touched” the heavens they could by-pass Yahweh. They would be
able to access the gods and get what they wanted without having to involve or ask Him. This was
why Babel is rightly recognised as being the birthplace for all false religion and idolatry. A false
religion can be defined as any man-made system that tries to achieve salvation without the need for
God. So all the false gods, goddesses and wicked religious practices we see today can be traced
back to Babel and Babylon.

The people of Babel wanted to do things their own way and dispense with God. Yahweh was not
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about to allow them to do this. He recognised that their unity of language and collective will gave
them considerable power. He also knew that this wouldn't be the end of their wickedness. They
would use this as the foundation to go on to do greater and more depraved things. Therefore God
came down and confused their language. They were no longer able to communicate with one
another. As a result they formed smaller language groups and then scattered. This had been God's
plan from the beginning.

Today we are going to look at how the seed-line of promise flowed through Noah's son Shem.
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10 This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two
years after the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot
sons and daughters.

Throughout the Book of Genesis we will discover ten “accounts” or genealogies. In chapter 10
Moses gave us the fourth of these accounts. It outlined the generations that came through Noah's
three sons. It is known, for obvious reasons as the “toledat of Noah.” Now here in verse 10 of
chapter 11 we begin a new toledat. A new genealogy. These are the generations that came from
Noah's son Shem. This then is “Shem's toledat.”

The astute among you may note that this is not a full listing of Shem's descendants. As you may
recall when we looked at chapter 10 Shem was the father of five sons. Here though the focus and
attention will only be on the seed line sons of promise. So the offspring of only one of the five sons
is included. This makes it a very selective account. Moses is only concerned with the line of men
that will eventually arrive at Abraham. It is a ten link chain connecting Shem with Abraham. I
should also point out that for most of the people listed we know very little. There is not a lot I can
say about our distant ancestors. I give you this warning in case you were hoping for exciting historic
accounts about these men and their lives.

Let's get into the genealogy. Shem we are told was 100 years old when he fathered the son of
promise Arphaxad. The name Arphaxad name means “stronghold of Chaldees.” He is considered by
historians to be the forefather of the Chaldeans. Arphaxad was born two years after the great flood.
The flood began in the year 1656 which means Arphaxad was born in 1658. Following the birth of
Arphaxad Shem lived for a further 500 years. This means that he died at around the age of 600.
During his long life he fathered other sons and daughters. We know of five named sons but there are
no records of the additional sons or daughters he had.

Before moving on I wondered if you noticed anything different about this genealogy. I want you to
compare this toledat with the one we looked at back in chapter 5.

When you compare the two you should notice at least one striking difference. Back in chapter 5
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every record ended with the revelation that this person died. It's a long list of people who lived for a
long period of time and then died. But that pattern is not repeated here. This, you see is a genealogy
of life and not death. Everything that preceded the flood was moving inextricably towards God's
cataclysmic judgement. God had passed his death sentence on all living things. The shadow of
death hung over everything. But post flood things are different. God has given His promise never to
do such a thing again. This means that now the outlook is positive and hope-filled. We are looking
ahead with promise towards God's work of salvation.
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12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah. 13 After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived
four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

Arphaxad was just 35 when he had the seed son of promise. As lifespans began to shorten in the
post-diluvian world it became more common to have children earlier in life. Arphaxad's seed son of
promise was Salah. Sometimes you will see his name written as Shelah. There is some uncertainty
surrounding the meaning of his name. A couple of sources I consulted said his name translates to
something akin to "mission," "sending," or "sprouting." Following the birth of Salah, Arphaxad
lived for a further 403 years. During this time he continued to father sons and daughters. He died
aged 438.

It's at this point that I want to highlight a minor technicality. Shem's line of promise appears on
three occasions in the bible. In the Old Testament it appears here in Genesis and later in 15
Chronicles (chapter 1). It also is included in the New Testament by Luke in his genealogy of the
Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 3). You can see the relevant parts of the record on the screen. The sharp-
eyed among you will note that Luke's record has an additional name that doesn't feature in the Old
Testament accounts. Luke includes the detail that Arphaxad had a son named Cainan and that he,
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and not Arphaxad was the father of Selah.

The all important question is why is there a discrepancy between the Old Testament accounts and
Luke’s account? Did Arphaxad have a son named Cainan or not? Did this second Cainan really
exist, or was his inclusion in Luke’s genealogy a mistake?

I hope you affirm the concept of biblical inerrancy. To do so is to accept that the bible being God
breathed and inspired cannot contain mistakes or errors. If it did contain any errors then how on
earth could we trust and rely upon it. However this understanding regarding inerrancy applies only
to the original autographs or manuscripts. Copies or translations are not guaranteed to be free of
mistakes or copyists errors. This means that we can be certain that Luke inspired as he was by the
Holy Spirit did not make an error. So what exactly is going on here?

The most likely solution to the puzzle is that the addition of the second Cainan in Luke’s genealogy
was simply a scribal error. Here's what may have happened. The Masoretic scribes who knew the
Hebrew very well didn’t include the name Cainan in any of their texts. But the name does appear in
the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament). So it is quite possible that a scribe who
was copying Luke's gospel and who was familiar with the Septuagint mistakenly added the name to
Luke's account. It then became accepted and has been included in most translations since.

Although the scribes were highly skilled individuals and tried to copy with care and precision
occasional errors did occur. I do mean occasional. Please don't be concerned. The bibles we have
today are not full of mistakes.

Gerhard Hasel (1935-1994), Professor of Old Testament and Biblical Theology at Andrews
University explains this situation as follows.

“This Cainan does not appear in the Hebrew text, neither is he found in the Samaritan Pentateuch,
Vulgate, or Syriac versions. Josephus does not have him either.”

So to sum things up Arphaxad did not have a son named Cainan.

Let us read on.
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14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred
and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

At the age of thirty Salah fathered his seed son of promise. His name was Eber and he was to be the
fourth generation. The meaning of the name Eber is “to cross over.” As I explained in a previous
sermon the word “Hebrew” probably derives from his name. After having Eber Salah lived for an
additional 403 years and produced other children. This means he died aged 433.

Let's look next at Eber.
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16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four
hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters.

Eber had his seed son of promise when he was 34 years old. You may remember that Eber had two
sons named in the table of nations (chapter 10). The first son was named Joktan. He went on to have
13 sons who all went on to found Arab nations or people groups. Here Moses is only interested in
the son of promise. The son in question was named Peleg. I spoke in some length in a previous
sermon about this important individual. His name means “divided.” It is likely then that he was
alive at the dispersal of the people at the Tower of Babel. He witnessed what happened when God
scattered all the people.

Eber lived for 430 years following the birth of Peleg. This means he died aged 464. He enjoyed a
longer life than both his father (Salah 433) and his grandfather (Arphaxad 438). He did not however
live as long his great-grandfather Shem (600). Interestingly none of Eber’s descendants would live
lives longer than 250 years.

Let us read on.
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18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hundred
and nine years, and begot sons and daughters.

When Peleg was aged 30 he fathered a son named Reu. Reu would be the sixth seed son of promise.
His name is thought to have some connection to the word for “friend, companion, neighbour” or
more broadly “fellow.” After Reu's birth Peleg lived for a further 209 years dying aged 239. During
his life he fathered a number of sons and daughters.

Before continuing on I want to address for a moment the issue of shortening lifespans. It's quite
evident that something happened at the time of the global flood that led to a shortening of human
lifespans. If one compares the lifespans of those living before the flood with those after the flood a
clear pattern emerges.

Simply stated people are not living as long. Immediately after the flood lifespans begin to decrease.
The question is why? The bible does not furnish us with a precise answer but I think we can make a
number of educated guesses.

One strong possibility is connected to a change in the atmosphere or environment in the post flood
world. When we looked at the flood I spoke about the theory that a water vapour canopy once
encircled the earth. The canopy helped ensure a nice tropical temperature, blocked out harmful UV
rays and helped maintain higher oxygen levels. Basically it helped facilitate a perfect living
environment. However the vapour canopy was employed by God to help flood the earth during the
deluge. So now in the post flood world human beings have effectively lost all the benefits afforded
by the canopy. Hence the shortened life expectancy.

Another possible cause might be attributed to genetic deterioration. Adam and Eve were created
perfect. They had no genetic defects. But as result of the fall and the introduction of sin genetic
entropy emerged. During the first few generations the human genetic code gradually began to
experience defects. At first these were only minor. But over time the defects multiplied. This
resulted in weaker less resilient people who were more susceptible to illness, disease and ultimately
death. It also resulted in drastically reduced lifespans.

We should also not overlook the possibility that God simply removed His sustaining or protecting
hand. God removed the possibility of sinful human beings living for many hundreds of years. We
should however remember that in Christ we have the promise of eternal life to look forward to. So
we may not enjoy earthly lives much beyond 80 or 90 years if God so blesses us, but we will live
forever in eternity.
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20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived two
hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters.

Reu was 32 when he fathered the 7 seed son of promise. He gave his son the name Serug. The
meaning of the name Serug is uncertain. However, there was a region in Mesopotamia called Sarug.
So he may have been the founder of this tribal group. After the birth of Serug his father Reu lived
for an additional 207 years. During this time he too fathered a number of sons and daughters. He
died aged 239.

Let us look next at Serug.
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22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two
hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

At the age of 30 Serug fathered Nahor. Thirty often appears as a pivotal age for service or transition
in scripture (see Numbers 4:3, 2 Samuel 5:4, Luke 3:23). It's an age where we have reached a level
of maturity that makes us suitable for service.

The name Nahor means “river.” There is however a similar Hebrew word nachar which means
“nostril” or “snorting.” So take your pick. He has the distinction of being Abraham's grandfather.
After having Nahor, Serug lived for a further 200 years. As with the others mentioned in this
genealogy he fathered other children. He dies aged 230.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at the following three verses.
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24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah. 25 After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one
hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters. 26 Now Terah lived seventy years,
and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

The toledot of Shem ends with three sons born to Terah. In this way it mirrors the toledot of Adam
which also ends with three sons being born to Noah (Shem, Ham and Japheth).

When Nahor was 29 years old he had his own seed son of promise. This was Terah. His name
means “moon.” That is an interesting name choice. Now you may think given the importance of
Abram in God's redemptive plan that he was born into a devout God fearing family.

This is not the case. Abram's father was a pagan. He did not worship the one true God. This is what
the scriptures tell us.

2And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Your fathers,
including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the
River in old times; and they served other gods. (Joshua 24:2-3)

What gods did Terah serve? Well, according to Jewish sources he was a stargazer. A man fascinated
by astrology. He had probably acquired this interest from the religion practised in Babel. As I told
you when we looked at the incident in Babel the tower or ziggurat most likely had a temple or
astrological observatory at the top. This was because the people in Babel were devoted to the
worship of the moon god. His name was Sin though in certain regions he was also known as Nan-
na. His wife was the reed goddess Ningal. So why call your son “moon?”” Obviously to honour the
moon god whom you serve. Interestingly, the birthplace of Abram, the town of Ur was the major
centre of the worship of the moon god in ancient Mesopotamia. Anyway back to the toledat.

After having Terah his father Nahor lived for a further 119 years. He died at the age of 148. This
gives him the unwanted distinction of having the shortest recorded lifespan up until this point in
history.

The toledat closes with the ninth link in the chain Terah. At the age of 70 he had the first of three
notable sons. As I said when we looked at Noah who had three sons when he was 500 we should not
read this verse and think it is suggesting that Terah had triplets! It simply means that at the age of 70
he had the first of his three sons. All three are noteworthy. Abram, whose name means “exalted
father” was to be the father of the Messianic line. Nahor who is named after his grandfather was to
be an ancestor of Rebekah the mother of Jacob aka Israel. And Haran whose name means “hill” or
“mountain” would be the father of Lot which makes him the ancestor of Israel's historic enemies the
Moabites and the Ammonites.

We should be aware however that although he is mentioned first Abram was not the firstborn son.
The first born son was actually Haran. Abram and Nahor came along considerably later. Abram was
in fact born 60 years later when his father Terah was 130 years old. How do we know this? I'm glad
you asked.

We know that Terah died aged 205 (Gen 11:32). The bible tells us that Abram only left Haran when
his father died (Acts 7:4). He was 75 years old when he did so (Gen 12:4). So if we subtract 75
(Abrams age when he left) from 205 (his fathers age when he died) we find out that Abram was
born when Terah was 130. Terah had Haran when he was 70, and 60 years later along came Abram.
Why then does Abraham's name appear first on the list. His name appears first because as I have
explained before in the ancient world the most significant or notable son is mentioned first.

Abram (Abraham) was to play a pivotal part in God's plan and therefore appears first.
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Next week, Lord willing we will look at a new toledat. The generations of Terah.

24 LIE2 ORb7 HPf| HRIE 'S4 25 BRI 22 0] Wi B8 XHP TS 24 26 Sk FR
Mpil of=2iut Ligal SRl UGk}

| A= HEP M| 0SS SRS A2 EELIEE Ol= O Al=et FARIE| OfFR| A2 S| 0P
M Ot 2t O O] Efot 2= EStLIE

L2229 Aol 250 OfS LIS SLIEL 10| O[22 " S opfsier| SIS Of2 MR} Ot
2 ]| 719l Ao Of=io| ZRAS TR If 7} ZsH SiIHS ZOBHs 7FE0i EfofS 20|
2fn AR mELC

SIRIRE 124K] QIRKALICE Ofizio] OIS O[MERIT, KU A SIS ZOSIK| QKL Az Cie
20| 7|=i i}

2 OfzropL == Wdojp| oj=x] OAFRIC| SIIE Of<efHiM ORI0| HESHP IS S| Liele] =4S 2
Of=iigio] OMHX| Lige| OHX| EEP | 2 X50fl #75i0] CIE MES ARI0H]” (0§&r0}24:2)

HEt= Off A58 IR Rl 220 M= J= H P stargazer FELHE TG0 OiEEl A—ORE
O B0 SR IE S0 HIZEIRE L B2 Afs & [ Z55550| 0 00 O
S O P01 20D F RRUE 71 0] SLIEL B ARE2 Be| A8 SHIRED| 1 0152 4lsin ORI
Of X|F0iM= Ei-tNan-na 2F1= EREELIEE 10| Offt= Z0H Ol @2 Ningal OIEEHIEE IO L2
9l OF=2| OIES Bt 5 « & ORI XIS 20| A PP = el M2 7P | 2B S0
&= OO ZXIQ P2 Ur £ M HNEEN OOl FO 4 SHHe| SERIZSLIEL T FE 0P |2 =0t
ZACE

LIZ2 HRIE F2 = 119 H2 O Pt 148 MOl MISS EHGELEL O12M = O] ARPIK| GAke 0| 7t
AR AMZORKE 2K B2 7 ES 201 =RIEH

ZHE Oz B Of= HRIZ B2ELIEE J=70 Mol Ml B2| OlE52 ZSRUICEL Si-ICk 500 APf| A OS2 &
U 7 1EE OIS MRS [MH O] 7E2 HEV M| WSOIE SRCH= 2RPFOFELICh TEX| 1770 M
M Ol &5 2 Ol52 =RiCt= RRILICE M| OfF 25 500t QIERILIFL "=21= B2 OHiK|exalted
father"2H= 552 712! OFF2f Abram 2= A OF AIE2| Z=40| & QIS0 JELIC SOHKIC| OIS T LIZ2

O Jacob(Z O 2 srael) 2| OfHL| 2|27 FRachel 2| 40| & UL "AHE Be=p" 2 S5H= 0|52
712l Sf2E2 Zo| ORI, SAKO=E O |dIo| X0 | 2 et Zk) Qi 50| 20| 2 Z4ILEL

O 770i|A =22 OfF0| PR AEEIRIXRE = FHO| OR-IEELIEE 2K FE2 SIRI0IR, OFEEfltLis
= N LSO EOESLIEL OI2E2 OfHK| CEPF130 MIRES [ EHORIRI=T Of=S12I0] Efoft X[ 60 A
PRUELCE OfFH & == SN T2 EERHE

HER=205 MOl &S EeEEHIEKEMP | 11:32). SE2 OIEZI0| O PHEO0P KNS [ SIRFS Hukd 71=
SREG0O 7:4), M OFERI0] 75 MIREELIEEMP | 12:4). HEPM OfHXI2| L0] 205 Mo Of=EI0] I
= [0 L{O] 75 MIS tifH O==I0| EfOftE [ HEPF130 MIRIEE € <~ REHIE HREE70 ARH| SIZIE &
281 = 55 60 ' 20| OO EHOfSEELIEE JZHH 9ff OP=E{o| OfS0[ T A LZ77ie OPE2 Jrf Af
SPIN= 71 SR ==t ot O1=0| 2R gl | HE UL

Op=IZ{ Op=R ) 2 SiLFER| A= T3] Sais 2 =00 of B SERILH



Back to the beginning — Genesis 28. Shem's descendants — Sermon Notes Page 12

LIS Z0ll= A2 B GEo| SEE AHEAN I}

Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's study.
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1 God's unlikely choices

It's interesting to consider Abraham's family background. As I said during the sermon he was born
into a family of pagans. A family that worshipped the moon god. We should probably assume that
Abram he was raised to believe in these pagan deities and to consider them worthy of worship.
Perhaps their wicked presence was manifest in the family home through the use of idols. Given this
reality we might think him an odd choice. Couldn't God had found a better, more suitable candidate.
Someone who had been born into a God-fearing family. The answer of course is no. God never
makes mistakes. He knew what He was doing. He picked the right man.

When it comes to picking people God has an interesting habit of making what we might think are
odd or strange choices. God, it seems delights in working through people who seem most
unsuitable.

Let's consider some of God's unusual choices now. Let's begin with Rahab. What an odd choice for
a biblical heroine. She was a Canaanite prostitute. But God used her in Jericho and she later appears
in the lineage of the Messiah. How about Saul later to be known as the Apostle Paul. A zealous man
devoted to persecuting followers of Christ. God turned him into a committed missionary and one of
the most influential men who have ever lived. Or what about Augustine of Hippo a man once
renowned for his immoral party lifestyle. God made him a bishop in the church and an influential
theologian. Then we have the case of John Newton the one time captain of a slave ship. When God
touched him he gave up that wicked practice, became a churchman and penned the hymn “Amazing
grace.” Finally, we might consider the example of Nicky Cruz. He was a former drug user and New
York gang leader. A man brought up in a violent and depraved environment. Hardly, we might think
a prime candidate for God to use. Wrong. God plucked him from the New York streets and turned
him into an effective evangelist, missionary and author. His life experiences made him the ideal
person to share the gospel with other gang-members and street dwellers.

And finally we come to you. What an odd and strange choice you are. There's nothing particularly
notable or special about you or me. And yet God wants to use us. We might not be called to a task
that earns us universal notice. But we are all called to serve with passion and commitment wherever
we may be. In our families, workplaces and communities we are God's choices. God has placed us
in these settings to serve him. Let us rise to that challenge and serve with distinction.
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2 God's plans will not be thwarted

One of the key take-ways from the toledats that we find in the Book of Genesis is the following.
God's plans unfold over centuries and will not be stopped, altered or thwarted. As we read through
the lists of fathers and sons we see the seed line of promise continuing to unfold. God has
determined what will happen and nothing can prevent them from being fulfilled.

Scripture affirms this.

* Isaiah 14 (Verses 24, 27) tells us that God's counsel and purposes will be accomplished.
* Job 42 (Verse 2) reminds us that nothing can frustrate God's plans.
* Psalm 33 (Verses 10—11) Encourages us to believe that the plans of the LORD stand forever.

* Romans 8 (Verses 28-30) tells us that God works all things toward his redemptive purposes
for those who love him.

* Ephesians 1 (Verse 11) serves to strengthen our resolve by telling us that God accomplishes
everything according to the counsel of his will.

As believers, we can take great comfort in these truths. The world we live in remains uncertain. We
cannot be sure what the future holds. But because we are in Christ we do not need to fear. Because
we have confessed our sins, turned from them and placed our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ we have
assurance. God's plan is to bring us to Him. We will spend eternity in His presence. That is God's
plan for those He loves. His plan will never be thwarted.
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