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Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9

1 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they
journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.
3 Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”
They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us
build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for
ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.

6 And the LoORD said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is
what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one
another’s speech.” 8 So the LoORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because there
the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of all the earth.
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Review — The table of nations

Today we are moving into Genesis chapter number 11. The chapter begins with the very well
known account of the Tower of Babel. It's a familiar story to most Christians and has also crossed
over into the conscience of the secular world. Many non-believers even if they do not know the
precise details have heard something about what happened at Babel. The word “babel” has even
entered into our everyday speech. We refer to a confusion of sounds or voices as being a “babel.”
But that is to come later. Let us first very briefly review some of the key things from last week.

Last Sunday we finished chapter 10. The whole chapter as I'm sure you remember is devoted to
telling us about the descendants or nations that arose from Noah's three sons.

It was a little bit of a slog! Moses records how the sons of Shem, Ham and Japheth split and went
their own separate ways. It was from this division that the vast array of nations and people groups
we witness today came into existence. 70 names or nations are included in the list. 26 nations came
from Shem's descendants, 30 came from Ham and 14 arose from Japheth. Broadly speaking we can
summarise the movement of these groups as follows. Japheth took his people north and west into
Europe and east into Central Asia and India. Ham went south and settled in Africa and parts of the
middle east. Shem occupied Arabia and parts of what today we refer to as the Middle East.
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Last week we looked at the the descendants of both Ham and Shem. I'm sure you will be relived to
hear that I don't intend to go over the details again. Ham's people settled across Africa. They
became the nations we know today as Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia. As concerns the bible and God's
chosen people they were the people who became the Babylonians and those that occupied the Land
of Canaan. All of those tribes that end in the the suffix “ites” came from Ham's line. It would be
these nations that the Israelites would have to conquer in order to occupy the Promised Land.

Shem's line is deliberately left to last in the listing. This is because Shem's line will go on to be the
most significant. God cares about all people and all nations but His plan of redemption would be
fulfilled through the line of Shem. It is through this line that we will arrive at Abraham and much
later with the Messiah. Shem we are told had five sons. It was through the third son Arphaxad that
the seed line of promise will flow. Arphaxad had two sons one of whom was Eber. As I told you last
week the word for Hebrew derives from his name. Eber had a son named Peleg. His name means
“to divide.” The bible gives us the intriguing detail that the earth was divided in his day. There is
some scholarly debate surrounding what exactly this means.

Some think it is speaking of a natural geologic event. The single continent that comprised the earth
broke apart to form different land masses. I am not particularly swayed by their arguments. [ am
much more inclined to think that it is referring to the event that we are going to look at today.

Allow me to make the case. The eight people who got off the ark remained together as a family. As
they began the process of reproducing and repopulating the earth they remained in one location.
However something significant happened that led to the break-up of this family. Something came
between them and drove them out in smaller groups across the earth. That is the division that took
place in the days of Peleg. It is speaking therefore to what occurred at the Tower of Babel.

That will be our focus today.
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Tower of Babel introduction

Four great events are recorded across Genesis chapters 1-11. Four events that monumentally shifted
or changed the course of human history. The events reveal to us something important about the
character and nature of God. They also reveal to us why the world is the way it is, and why human
beings are they way they are. These four events are;

1 The creation of the universe

2 The fall of man

3 The great flood

4 The attempt to build the tower at Babel

In our journey through Genesis we have looked at the first three of these. Today our focus is on the
fourth of these world defining events. We will be looking at what happened at Babel.

Before we get into the bible I just want to take a moment to set the scene and give you some
background. Across chapter 10 we read about how the peoples, tribes and nations split and spread.
But we are not told why they did this. Here in chapter 11 the reason is given to us. This means that
we are seeing Moses again employ a style of story-telling common in the ancient world. The pattern
is to present the big idea first and then zoom in to provide the details. We saw this for example with
the creation account. So chapter 10 tells us that the people living at that time divided and spread.
Chapter 11 tells us what made them do this. So in chronological terms the events of chapter 11 took
place before chapter 10. To us today that may seem a strange way of recording things but it was the
accepted form in the ancient world.

As regards timing people often wonder when these events transpired. How long was it from the
time of the flood to the tower of Babel incident? There are many occasions when it comes to
biblical dating that it is hard to be precise, But on this occasion I can be very exact. Genesis 11 tells
provides us with all the necessary details.

The year of the flood was 1656. Two years after the flood in 1658 Arphaxad was born to Shem.
Thirty-five years later in 1693 Arphaxed fathered Salah. At the age of 30 in 1723 Salah had Eber.
Eber had his son Peleg when he was 34 years old in 1757. This means if we subtract Peleg's birth-
date from the date of the global flood we arrive at 101 years. Peleg was born 101 years after the
time of the flood. The events of Babel I am suggesting took place during his lifetime.
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So now with that brief bit of scene setting complete let's dive into our passage.
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1 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech.

The account begins by telling us about the state of mankind in that post-flood world. In particular,
we learn something about their culture. It should not surprise us to learn that Noah and his family
greatly increased as they would have been at this time all spoke the same language. The Hebrew
used here might literally be translated to mean they shared “one lip and one kind of words.” Today
we might say that they had one language and one vocabulary.

That is significant. In our congregation we have English speakers from the UK, South Africa,
Canada and the US. All these countries share the same language (English) but not always the same
vocabulary. In the UK, we put our luggage in the “boot” of the car. In America, they put their
suitcases in the “trunk.” If there's a problem with the engine Americans pop the “hood” to look
inside. In Britain, we open the “bonnet” to see what's wrong. Same language but different words.

What language was it that Noah and his family were using? That's a good question and one we
cannot answer definitively. Most scholars are of the opinion that the original language was a
Semitic one, possibly Hebrew, or something very close to it.

Before moving on it is worth us taking a moment to compare the situation then to what we have
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now.

According to an article in the National Review online there are between 6,000 — 7,000 languages
globally. Nobody knows the precise number. But interestingly 50% of the world's population speaks
either a type of Chinese, Spanish or English. Amazingly 90% of all the people living on earth today

speak one of just 100 languages. This means that the vast majority of the worlds languages are
spoken by fewer then 10,000 people. Isn't that interesting.

It means that sharing the gospel message is much easier than it might be.

https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2025/05/saving-endangered-languages/

Let us continue.

1 2 Ze| oo} siLia Bo| Sl

O| 7E2 2= 0= Aol QIR AEH0| Chi OtERiIFE 55| =2 ==/0i| Chio & == RUSHIEE ZA| =OF

QF 10| 7150 | TA| HiE2 == 20| Ol HA| 50| 5 22 CI0E ARSSkr QELICE O] 77201
M AFEEl 5|52 0f= EXT OCHZ "oF k=it o SF2| Zone lip and one kind of words"= 7 RCH= 202
Holo = QEELICE @552 X[ St 210 one language 2 St Of%lone vocabulary S AFSZICHT 2ot 4=

=

Opd2 SREILEL 22| 2i50f= =, EOEEPt &Sk, 7HHCf O =tio| S0 ARBKISO| QEHEL O 2=
LI2t= 22 210 SO0 S AISSHIEE OfeP bt 2R = RiatIE S=0d= RESKIR "bootOf B EX[ZE O
TOIME "trunk" Of| SELIEE AR 2XPHY IH Of=0M= "hood" & €O LIFE &HEARE B=0ki="b
onnet" = Z0| ZHIE 2RI 22 QOO HOP TSI,

O LeOjet 10| 7SR OfH 2I0IS AISE I E2 20K f2i= F=iot 20| LI tiFE2l
SIKIS2 2Ef Q0P Al Of0Ee 5122101 Be= J2ut AR QIOIRIE ZOREL dZfsiIrt

CI20= Hop | F0j| 2L SIA| ARSI ARRIS FIA| Hlms) =L}

LML 2l 2200 3 7 Mof| HEH ™ MAECE 6,000~7,000 7He| Q0P+ ARREICT SH=H| st Sikt=
OfF= RELC} SIKIZHSOIEAIE T M| 22| 50% 7+ 5=0] AHIQI0] Ei= B0 T SIHIE AFSRILICt =2t
R 42 @55 X0 A= ARREER| 90% 7t EH100 7HR| §10] & SILIE AISRILIEL & T M| 210fo| CHER
0]10,000 & OPIC] ARRES0]| 26 ARBE[1 QCH= SRILIEE SOIEX| &Lk

Ol =2 KIS FSH= 20| AZIECHEIN 12 4= 2122 Pl
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2025/05/saving-endangered-languages/
Ao AHEZELEL

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of
Shinar, and they dwelt there.

As I told you before the events that we are reading about here took place prior to the dispersion of
all the people in chapter 10. So the situation being described here is what happened when it came
time for Noah and his family to travel east (or perhaps more generally eastward) from the
mountains of Ararat. The rather inhospitable mountain area in which the ark came to its final rest
was perhaps not the best place in which to settle. It was natural therefore that they would begin to
search for an area that was more suitable. The text tells us that they travelled from the east.

Their journeying brought them eventually to a plain in the land of Shinar. This is referring to a piece
of real estate located in northern Mesopotamia. A vast flat and fertile valley between the Euphrates
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and the Tigris rivers. It was the perfect place in which to settle and develop a civilisation. The
people were most likely being led and guided at this time by Nimrod. He was as we noted in a
previous sermon a cruel and wicked tyrant. Clearly it made good sense for him to want to build a
city and have his subjects close by. It's far easier to control and subdue a population when they are
within easy reach. So this was what they decided to do. They would settle and build their city on
this plain. However there was one small problem with this man centred plan. The problem was it
contradicted what God wanted.

As you recall in Genesis 9 God had told Noah and his sons to, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth” (Gen 9:1). God did not want everyone settled in one place. This is because He knew
what was likely to happen in such circumstances. What tends to happen when people are
comfortable and living in ease? What happens is that they become prideful and assume that the
goods things they have are because they are ingenious, skilled or hard-working. Simply stated they
forget about God and their need for Him. This was exactly what had happened to these people in
Shinar.

Let us read on and see what the people do next.

2 0pj| 250| SYo= FFP AL RIS Tt 7P| AHRoIH

oM TEERRO] 1 ol 7= ARES2 10 oM 2= ZES0| 200 | TH0f| 2oit LRILEL = of 72
O ot &2k ot 19| 7ERS0| OIS MojM S Foe 52 o10) 2= Ofzet [T 2oft LRI
U AEH R AR ot Lot XI2 FARE [of 20| Faxe= OfLIRICER, 0P (o] T Hefot K1Y
= HOF LIS AL -S82 J50| 5= OIS0l faeit-It

=2 OFEHH Al BR0]| OIZRESLIEL Al E2 HIEE|D|OF S0 Ko X|HOZ, R [Fi Zint 2|
2L Aol = 2ol HISSHEORILIEL OS2 FAplo] 282 ZEAP P[0l 2iich SaRistiel SAl 1
=2 HERO| X=S RS 7I580| a5t 0l 25ERR0| 2= TRbb! oot Z0RELEL 7HEA|
£ ZHEoh! MESS 7PII00| = 200 R 242 Sl HRALEL ARISO0[ 70| 20 20[0F SABhl g=ot
7Pr 2 27| ERILEE T2 52 JFH JELIEE J52 0 O] FARIN A EiELInE 12
L+ 0] QR SaERl A=bil= 2AP oI QREEHEE 52| 22 ARPHSIFES] Salt dil= Z0IREHE

P19 FOM B2 Ot 10| OFSS0i| “n 0 'HHdolo] Bl SEBEF (‘SMP|9:1) 1 TEshiEH
Cp ShfE2 2E ARSO0| o X01| 20| Az & 2oIK| BERMELIE Si-=2 12 4o ofH 20| 2oiZ
K| OB | HERILIEE AIRISO| EHRRED QIEIBIH £ 20| Lo =2 Wb Xpto] 71 F2 A
=0| AP BRI MS, 7Ig, Se= PR HEOR R 2ok ElLEE ZIEh| 2ol I=2 ol-fes Shl 329
E==0[ 0|t Al 2= SOBELIEE AlZ Bl HSS0A Bi= 2 20] 20iRELEL

I=0| Chs0]| o &S 2HERELIE

3 Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They
had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar.

Once they had decided on the place to settle it is not long before they are in agreement upon the
need to build. They understood the need to put down foundations and make this place their own.
What they have in mind is not a few civic buildings, or a nice palace for Nimrod. They have a much
grander building project in mind. We will learn what this is in the next verse.

You might read this verse and think it is oddly specific in mentioning that they will make bricks and
bake them thoroughly. Why is this precise detail included? It's included because for Moses' original
readers this was unusual or out of the ordinary. The normal procedure for brick making would be to
fashion clay bricks and then let them dry and harden in the sun. Instead, the bricks in Babel were to
be baked in ovens. This would increase the preparation time and make the work much harder but it
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would result in far stronger bricks.

There are a couple of things going on here. The first thing to note is their desire to make sturdy
durable bricks. This will enable them to build sturdy long-lasting structures. This is all part of their
rebellion against God. They are signalling their intent to make this a permanent settlement.

This is a direct violation of God's command to move and fill the earth.

The second thing for us to note is a practical one. This part of Mesopotamia has little to no stone
suitable for building. What it does have however in abundance is clay.

We also read that they had asphalt for mortar. We are speaking here of the “glue” that binds the
bricks together. In some bible translations the Hebrew word (chemar) translated in the NKJV as
asphalt is rendered as “slime.” What is being referred to is a sticky oil or tar based product that
oozed up out of the ground. It was a very useful tool for building. When it dried it effectively sealed
the bricks together and helped with waterproofing.

Let us read on and see what they want to build with these bricks.
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4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens;
let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole
earth.”

As we saw in the previous verse an efficient and high quality brick making industry had been
established in Babel. They now had a plentiful supply of bricks. What were they planning on doing
with all these building materials? They were actually very ambitious with their plans. As we see
outlined in this verse they have three specific goals or aims in mind.

The first goal is a social one. They want to build a city. This was their collective decision, no doubt
guided by their tyrannical leader Nimrod. But note very carefully this is not referring to the natural
haphazard or organic way towns and cities normally develop. This is referring to a purposeful



Back to the beginning — Genesis 27. The tower of Babel — Sermon Notes Page 8

attempt to create a planned urban environment.

The second stated goal is to build a tower (migdal). This as I will explain shortly is a religious goal.
And this is arguably where the focus in this verse should be placed. The tower's importance to these
people far outweighs that of the city that surrounded it. Also note carefully what they want the
tower to do. They want to make it tall enough so that its top is in the heavens. That's the clue I
think to understanding what is happening here. Let's talk a little about the tower.

The first question for us to consider is the obvious one. Why build a tower at all? Towers in the
ancient world were functional buildings. The towers we build today are often landmarks or tourist
attractions. But for the ancients they were practical. They served primarily as elevated lookouts
allowing you to see the approach of an enemy. But there were no enemies. All the people on the
earth were gathered here in Babel. So this clearly wasn't the reason.

Some have suggested that it was their attempt to ensure their survival if God flooded the earth
again. This was something He had promised not to do. Perhaps this rebellious people doubted God's
word. At the time of Noah's flood the waters covered the globe but didn't reach into the heavens.
Therefore if their tower was tall enough they could climb up to safety. Was this the reason for the
tower? I think not. Ancient people were not foolish. A tower might offer some protection in the
event of a local flood, but it offered no security from a global catastrophe.

The clue as I mentioned a moment ago is in the idea of a tower that reaches or more poignantly
connects with the heavens. The tower serves as a bridge between the two realms. This is why the
tower was a religious building.

We cannot say for certain but in all likelihood it was a ziggurat of some kind. You can see one
depicted on the screen.

A ziggurat was rectangular and consisted of multi-level platforms with successively smaller story-
like terraces stacked on top of one another. They were very common in the Mesopotamian region.
You can still see the remains of these structures in Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. They served at least
in the mind of those ancient people as a ladder. A method of ascending to or connecting with the
gods.

You see, although we associate the word Babel (Ba — bel) with confusion and chaos the word
actually means the “gate of God.” This is because situated on the top of the ziggurat there would be
a religious structure (a gateway). This would resemble a temple or astrological observatory of some
kind. It was a place where the people believed the god(s) temporarily resided or could be
approached and engaged through intermediaries (the priests).

This is why Babel or Babylon is recognised as being the birthplace of false religion and idolatry.
The Bible traces all false religions back to Babylon (see Rev 17,18). It was here that the rejection of
the one true God originated. The people led by Nimrod decided they could live without Yahweh.
They wanted a religious system of their own devising. So it was in this wretched location on the
plains of Shinar that the belief in false gods arose. The Babylonian mystery cults that developed
here were destined to spread like a cancer over the whole earth. The gods and goddesses of Rome,
Greece, India, Egypt and the original pantheon of the Babylonians all derive from Babel.

Their third and final goal was a psychological one. The wanted to make a name for themselves.
They wanted to be remembered for their greatness. They were not interested in being a city that
acknowledged God or recognised His greatness. Their focus was on self-glorification. The fear that
drove them was that without this unifying place and culture to bind them together they would easily
be scattered. Again this highlights their rebellion against and rejection of God.

How do you suppose God will react to all this? I don't think He will be very pleased. Let's read on
and find out.
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5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.
6 And the LoRD said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is
what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

Verse 5 begins God's process of judgement against the people of Babel. Moses beautifully mocks
the efforts of those early builders. They had designed and built an awesome tower. One that
stretched up into the heavens. But God still has to_descend to see it. The puny efforts of man pale
against the awesome splendour of our mighty God.

It does however serve to remind us that God is interested and concerned in the affairs of man. Weak
and insignificant as we may be God still cares for us. Now normally God does not choose to
intervene supernaturally in the actions of men. God typically grants mankind the freedom to live
and operate as we wish. This is not to suggest that there won't be future consequences for the things
we do, but rather that God is patient and long-suffering. Wickedness may be permitted to thrive, but
only for a time. So here God recognises the seriousness of this situation and decides to intervene.

I'm sure you all appreciate that Moses is again employing anthropomorphic language. God being
omniscient and omnipresent did not need to actually travel in order to see or know what was
happening on the earth. The language that is used here is meant to emphasize what a silly idea it
was that the people thought they could build a tower that would actually reach to the heavens. Or
even more preposterous that with such a structure they could prevent God from enacting His will.

We then read God's assessment. Interestingly God does not dismiss their efforts as being wholly
weak and futile. He acknowledges that when they are united and working together they will be able
to accomplish whatever they desire.

Now, you may pause at that point and ask why is this a problem. If we worked together could we
build a base on the moon, solve world poverty or discover a cure for cancer. What would be wrong
in this? Why would God stand opposed to such unified productivity?

The answer to this question lies in God's understanding and knowledge of human beings. So let us
consider the situation. Are we generally inclined towards good. If we have power do we always use
it in positive helpful ways. The answer is no we do not. As sinful creatures and are naturally
disposed towards acting in selfish sinful ways. The flood remember had not changed the nature of
sinful human beings.

So as God took in the situation in Babel He drew two important conclusions. Firstly that their unity
of language and purpose meant that this was just the beginning. They would not stop with this act of
rebellion and rejection. If they were left unchecked they will continue on this path. Secondly that
their unity gives them power and the ability to succeed in further sinful endeavours. A powerfully
united humanity, inclined to do evil, could accomplish great wickedness. No matter how perverse,
outrageous, or ridiculous something might seem, mankind can and will attempt it, given the
opportunity.

History reveals this to be true. Adolf Hitler did not want to settle for ruling over Germany or even
Western Europe. He wanted to rule the world. If he had not been challenged and eventually stopped
his brand of tyranny would have engulfed the planet.

God can see the horror that would ensue if the acts in Babel go unchecked. He is not about to sit
back and allow such a thing to happen. Let's read on and see what He intends to do.
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7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one
another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they ceased building the city.

We read here about God going down for a second time. The first time was to “see” what was
happening the second time he goes down it is to act. Note that the word US, the plural pronoun, is
used here. This indicates that the triune Godhead; God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit were active in this endeavour. Their ingenious plan is simple and yet effective.

The first thing they are going to do is confuse the language of the people. The Hebrew word used
here for confuse or confound is balah. As I explained before this has relevance to the name Babylon
or Babel. It sounds very similar to the word Babel. The idea is that by introducing different
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languages it will result in chaos and confusion. The unity between the people will be broken. This
does not of course mean that their hearts desires have changed. They may still be focused on
wickedness and rebellion. But the fact that now they cannot understand or express these thoughts to
others serves as a major barrier. So in effect what we are witnessing here is the birth of multiple
languages.

Let's be clear on this issue. Genesis' claim, God's claim is that the languages of the world did not
develop naturally over time. This is the view of those in the secular world who study these things.
The bible tells us simply that God created multiple languages during His intervention at Babel.
Imagine if you can the mind boggling complexity involved. Such an act would require enormous
power, creativity, and authority. But such a thing is simple enough for the awesome all powerful
God who spoke all things into existence.

What an event this would have been. We are left to speculate as to whether it was instantaneous or
staggered over some time. Let's assume that it was an instantaneous event.

Picture the scene. Two work men might be discussing how they were going to build the tower even
higher. A group of women might be talking about the prices of food in the local market. Suddenly
the words they are hearing make no sense to them. All they hear is just a jumbled collection of
sounds. Imagine the panic, anger and frustration it caused. What's going on here? Have I gone
crazy? Will I be able to find someone else who understands me? What will I do if I am unable to
communicate?

The result of this was entirely predictable. Two significant things occurred. Firstly the people
formed groups with those whom they could communicate and then they dispersed. This make
logical sense. You feel most comfortable with people with whom you can communicate. Being
around others who do not share your language is not easy. Communication becomes a challenge. In
order to communicate you have to resort to sign language or perhaps drawing pictures. This
frequently leads to frustration and annoyance. So eventually it seemed easier to simply move away
with your own language group and build your own town. This had been God's plan from the
beginning. It says here that God “scattered them.” This suggests that it was God who gave them the
impetus to scatter.

The second thing that occurred was that all building work in Babel ceased. Since they were no
longer united in purpose they felt no connection to the city and no compulsion to complete it. It was
presumably at this point in time large enough for those that chose to remain.

Let us conclude our study today with the following verse.
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9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the
earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

The account concludes with the naming of this city. We are told that the city was named ‘Babel.” As
you are probably aware place names in scripture often memorialise particular events associated with
that location. These events might be connected either with the work of God or with significant
biblical figures. We might think for example of “Bethel.” Jacob renamed what had formerly been
Luz because he saw this as being a special and holy place (Genesis 28:19). We might also bring to
mind “Beersheba.” Abraham gave it this name because he made an important covenant with
Abimelech in this place (Genesis 21:31).

So how does Babel get its name? We are told here it is because God came down and confused the
languages of the people. Actually it's a little more complex. What we have here is an example of
Hebrew word play. The Akkadian name for the city was Babili, meaning as I told you before ‘Gate
of God’. The word Babel that Moses uses here sounds very similar to the Hebrew word balal or
balah which means to confuse. The original inhabitants of the city might have believed their city
was the gate-way to God. But in truth it was a place of chaos and confusion.

We might summarise the entire story as follows. A rebellious, pride-filled group of like-minded
people came together in one place. They wanted to reject the one true God and devise their own
religious system. In order to do this they decided to build a tower or a ladder that would serve as a
gate-way to the gods. God was not prepared to let them do this. He rightly realised that this would
merely be the start of their wicked rebellion. Therefore He came down confused their languages and
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then scattered them.

This sadly wasn't the end of either Babel or its leader Nimrod. The city would go on to have great
cultural and religious significance. Babylon eventually became a great city and the capital for a
mighty empire. Between 606-586 BC, the Babylonian armies attacked and captured the kingdom of
Judah. They burned the temple and destroyed the city of Jerusalem.

They also took thousands of Jews captive to Babylon for seventy years. God used the cruel and
idolatrous Babylonians to chasten His own disobedient children. Nimrod too would go on to build
other cities such as Nineveh and create new empires like the Assyrian empire (Gen 10:8-12).

As we have mentioned before God had determined to bring about salvation through the line of just
one of Noah's sons. That son was Shem. Next week Lord willing we will look in more detail at the
seed line of promise that flowed from him.

But let's turn now to our lessons to learn.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's study.

2= SHOM = 7| LS HUSLHEE

1 Jerusalem or Babel?

The tendency we often have as we read our bibles is to think that the historic events it relates have
little relevance to us today. We are just reading about things that took place in ancient history. The
building of the tower in Babel took place thousands of years ago in a place and time very different
to our own. These people were not like us. This is indeed true. But I would argue we need to think
more deeply. God is not just providing us with interesting stories. There are lessons to be drawn
from the experiences our distant ancestors. This means that there is a far deeper spiritual
significance that goes beyond the simple building of a brick tower on the plains of Mesopotamia.
That significance is bound up in the names of these places and more importantly what they
represent.

The name Babel, Babylon and Jerusalem represent far more than mere ancient cities. The bible uses
them as shorthand to refer to an outlook or orientation in life. Babel and Babylon represent
rebellion, pride, idolatry and false religious systems. Babylon represent the dominant world system
today. Simply put it is a system that rejects Christ and seeks to do as it pleases. Jerusalem by
contrast stands boldly as being the holy or the heavenly city. The spiritual destination for those who
seek to live in an obedient and pleasing way before the Lord.

So the question for all of us is to which city do we associate. To which city does our orientation
point? The world looks to Babel or Babylon. It embraces a sinful approach to life. The world's
philosophy is, if it makes you happy and feels good do it. But as followers of Christ we are to reject
Babel and look instead to Jerusalem. It was in that city that our Lord and saviour was crucified for
us. It is because of that historic event that we can now enjoy eternal life in the presence of God.
Babylon, at least on the surface might seem appealing. Worldly riches and a hedonistic lifestyle
might entice many. But Babylon and what it promotes brings only death. Let us all ensure that we
are looking to Christ and Him alone.
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2 Tower building

Human beings have a strange fixation it seems with towers or tall vertical objects. We can trace this
fixation all the way back to Babel. Building tall structures isn't however something that only the
ancients did. It has always been part of our psyche. Look around the world. Paris has the Eiffel
Tower, London has The Elizabeth Tower, in Seoul we have the Namsan Tower, New York has the
Empire State building, Toronto the CN Tower and Dubai the Burj Khalifa. The list goes on there are
many other towers or tall structures I could have included. Every notable city has a dominant tower
or skyscraper. What you may wonder is the psychology behind towers. Why do human being build
them.

Towers and skyscrapers have always been seen as symbols of power and authority. They have
typically been associated with wealth, prestige, power and larger-than-life world-views.

There is something powerful and impressive about placing a prominent landmark on the landscape.
A structure that dominates the skyline and demands attention. Such a construction conveys to the
onlooker something about the one who erected it. This person might be a ruler, king or
businessman. It screams out, look at what I built. Isn't it impressive? Aren't I important?

We saw this reflected in our account today. Part of the reason for the tower in Babel was to make a
name for themselves. They wanted to show off or impress.

But there was more to it than this. It wasn't constructed merely as an impressive building. The tower
was to be the central part in their own new religious system. A way to bypass what God had
commanded and obtain what they wanted without His involvement. The people in effect were
saying that they didn't need God since they were able to build their own gate-way to the heavenly
realm. This is what they foolishly believed.

The tower in Babel symbolises an approach to life that acts as though God is unnecessary. And as I
said before we have always and continue to build towers. We continue to build structures that we
believe can save us without the need for God. Such a tower might be material wealth. Because I'm
rich I don't need the crutch of God or religion. Another kind of tower might be the reliance we put
in our skills, talents or abilities. Because I am a gifted musician, teacher, surgeon I don't need God's
help. We might build a tower out of our intelligence or educational background. Because I have all
these advanced degrees and am so smart [ don't need God.

How do the towers we erect stand up to scrutiny. Are they sufficient to save? You all know that they
are not. No doubt the tower they built in Babel was impressive. I'm sure it was a spectacular sight.
Perhaps it did stretch up high into the sky. But it didn't reach heaven. It wasn't quite able to reach
God. God, we are told had to come down.

What lesson do we learn from this? A very important one. Our own towers represented through our
work or efforts will never be sufficient to reach God. Our towers will never do the job. We will
never be able to bridge the chasm that divides us. That is why we need Christ and the cross. The
cross and only the cross can bride that divide.

So let us learn from today's example. The towers we build are puny affairs. They will never be able
to save us. Let us instead look to our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. It is only through Him and His
finished work upon the cross that we can be saved.
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