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Scripture: Genesis 10:1-12

1 Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were
born to them after the flood.

2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The
sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan were Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were
separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families,
into their nations.

6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter
before the LORD; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lorp.”

10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and
Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city).
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Review — Noah and his sons

Today we are going to begin our look at Genesis chapter 10. You may have heard it described as the
“Table of nations.” That is an appropriate title because what we find here in chapter ten is a list of
70 nation founding fathers who all descended from Noah's three sons. But that is all to come
shortly. Before we dive into that let's briefly review last week's sermon.

Last Sunday we concluded chapter 9. The chapter ends by telling us about a rather strange incident
that occurred between Noah and his youngest son Ham.

We are told that following the flood Noah became a “man who breaks the ground.” It's a poetic way
of saying that he became a farmer. Among the things he planted was a vineyard. As I said last time
the bible does not forbid growing grapes, or even making wine from them. It was quite normal in
the ancient world to drink wine rather than the water which was often contaminated and hence
potentially dangerous. One common practice was to mix water with wine. Doing so served a dual
purpose. It made the water safe to consume and also diluted the wine which meant you could drink
without becoming intoxicated.
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Once he had a nice harvest of grapes Noah turned them into wine. Unfortunately it was at this point
that Noah slipped up. He lost his self-control. As I pointed out last time the bible does not prohibit
drinking provided one does so in moderation and by extension remains in control. Drinking
becomes sin once the drink takes charge and drunkenness follows. We all know, either from
personal experience or from having seen it happen to others how easily this can occur. We have a
drink and feel good. Another one won't hurt. We now feel even better. Let's have another. Soon,
especially if we are unaccustomed to drinking we can end up in a drunken state. Perhaps this was
what happened to Noah.

He had a nice big glass of wine in his tent to celebrate a successful harvest. And then, before he
knew what had happened he was dancing around singing the latest K-pop hits whilst shedding his
garments. What a sorry and shameful state for this righteous and godly man to fall into.

It's a useful reminder to all of us of the ever present danger of sin. If one moment of weakness can
bring down a righteous man like Noah where do we stand? This is why we are called upon to walk
closely with the Lord and remain ever vigilant. The further we wander from Him the greater danger
we face. To help combat this danger we are to immerse ourselves in the Word, be in constant prayer
and commit to regular fellowship with other believers. Doing these things provides no absolute
guarantee, but they certainly act as great bulwarks against the evil one and his schemes.

We are then told that Ham came into his tent and saw his father in his naked state. Now today we
have different views on nudity. If we go to a public bath house or sauna its normal to bathe in the
nude in single sex areas. In such a situation mothers and daughters, and fathers and sons would
naturally see each other bodies. We wouldn't find it shocking or shameful. But in the ancient Jewish
world it was taboo. Public nudity was always frowned upon and even in the home there were strict
codes of conduct. Simply put Ham should not have been looking upon his naked father when he
was in this vulnerable and shameful position. What Ham should have done was avert his eyes and
quietly step out. Instead, he seemed to revel in what he was seeing. He took delight or pleasure in
seeing his father humbled or shamed. He hurried out of the tent to tell his brothers; Shem and
Japheth. They should come and enjoy the sorry spectacle too. Thankfully Shem and Japheth had
been raised properly. Taking a garment between them, they ingeniously backed up and covered their
father all the while averting their eyes. When Noah awoke he knew what Ham had done. How
exactly he knew this is not explained. As I told you last time there is some debate about what
exactly Ham did to his father. My view, the traditional one is that Ham “only” looked and we are
not therefore talking about some form of physical of sexual abuse. Greatly incensed by what had
happened Noah cursed Ham's son Canaan. All those that descended from him were to be cursed to
serve the descendants of the other two brothers. Shem and Japheth by contrast were blessed for their
respectful attitude.

The chapter ends by telling us that Noah died aged 950. This revelation ends the account, the
toledoth of Noah. Today we are going to find out who descended from his three sons Shem, Ham
and Japheth. I'm going to give you a little spoiler. We all did.
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Introduction

We have before us today chapter number 10. The toledoth or the generations of Shem, Ham and
Japheth. A chapter full of strange and difficult to pronounce ancient names. There are 70 names
contained here to be precise. Now to some of you listening this kind of ancient history is
engrossing. But, I suspect to the vast majority it is a little bit of a “yawn-fest.” One commentary that
I consulted even described this chapter as being “not very interesting.” It's probably a chapter that
you would choose to skim through when you encounter it in your daily bible reading. This is a great
shame. There is a great deal that we can learn from this chapter. So I hope that I can encourage you
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to focus your attention and not allow your mind to wonder. Why is Genesis ten an important
chapter? Allow me to explain.

Genealogies are important. Everyone wants to know where they came from. Knowing our origins
helps shape who we are. It is very popular these days to try and trace your ancestry. You can even
take an inexpensive DNA check which will tell you where your ancestors originated. There is also a
British TV show (Who do you think you are?) in which the ancestors of various UK celebrities are
traced. One of the most shocking stories from the show concerned the black TV chef Ainsley
Harriot. He travelled to Jamaica to find out about his great-great-grandfather, James Gordon
Harriott. Ainsley believed that he had been a black slave. However it turned out that he was not a
black slave at all, but had in fact been a white slave owner. Ainsley Harriot was mortified.

Knowing where we came from provides us with a sense of safety and security. It anchors or roots us
to a place and a culture. I was fortunate, as were many of you to grow up in a loving family. We
were a close-knit family and since we lived in proximity to one another we met frequently. Now,
with the passage of time many of those family members, grandparents, aunts, uncles and my father
are no longer here. Though I mourn their loss I am thankful that I knew them and learned about my
own place within the family.

Perhaps you did not come from such a family. Maybe you did not enjoy good or close relations with
your extended family. Such people might feel as though they are isolated or lack a genuine
grounding.

Whatever your personal background it's good for us to appreciate the much bigger picture. We
might not know who our great great great grandparents were but they existed. Because they existed
so do we. And ultimately when we keep on going back in time we arrive at one of Noah's three
sons.

So if you find yourself becoming bored with today's study. I want you to remember that this is not a
dry boring academic study. This is a study of our family tree. It reminds us, if nothing else that we
are all related. Before we get into the text itself allow me to mention four important things regarding
this genealogy. These are things to keep in mind.

First, the listing that we have before us in chapter 10 is not a typical genealogy. A typical genealogy
gives us only the names of descendants. Normally we see a narrow chain of father-son relationships
(a mono-linear principle) descending deep into history. This is not what we get in Genesis chapter
10. Instead, we get a broad network of cousins, following a shallow chain of brotherly relationships.
Instead of just charting one family line we get three. The lines of each of Noah's sons. There is a
very good reason for this. The author, Moses has a particular purpose in mind. He is seeking to
explain the relationships between Israel and its neighbours. So Moses is revealing to us how the
kingdoms, nations, tribes and people groups all originated from Noah's sons.

As Warren Wiersbe put its, (Chapter 10) is a genealogy plus an atlas plus a history book.

Second, the listing isn’t complete. It's selective. For example, we don’t find Edom, Moab, and
Ammon mentioned, and yet these were important nations in biblical history. The fact that there are
exactly seventy names (nations) in the list may also be significant. The arrangement may be
deliberately artificial. This is an approach that is often used in writing such lists. For example there
were seventy persons in Jacob’s family when they went to Egypt (Gen. 46:27; Ex. 1:5), and the
Lord Jesus sent seventy disciples out to preach the Word (Luke 10:1).

Third, it’s difficult in some cases after 4000 years of human history to identify some of these
nations or people groups and give them their “modern” names or locations. Over the centuries
nations can change their names, move to different locations, modify their language, and even alter
their racial composition through intermarriage. This means there is some disagreement between
biblical scholars. But in many cases, we do have good historical evidence, from both the Bible and
from extra-biblical literature.
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Fourthly, the listings are designed or arranged so that Shem and his descendants are given last. Ham
and Japheth are significant, but its Shem and his line that is of supreme importance. This is because
it was from Shem that Abraham came, and from him the people of God and ultimately the messiah.

So God's plan of redemption came through Shem and all who followed in his line.

So with that background now in place let's begin.
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1 Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were
born to them after the flood.

As I said before what we have before us in chapter 10 is known as a toledoth. Simply put it means a
record or a listing of a particular genetic line. In this instance it is an account of the generations that
came from Noah's sons; Shem, Ham and Japheth. This is a record of the sons born to them
following the flood.

It's worth us pausing before we get into the listing proper to admire what we have before us. This
chapter contains arguably the oldest ethnological table in the literature of the ancient world. It is in
fact the only document of its kind. This is the only document in world literature that lists the
geographical distribution of the human race by nation. For this alone it ought to be appreciated and
admired.

As Christians, we are fortunate in having the bible to explain where the different nations came from
and how and why they divided. Genesis 10 shows remarkable understanding of how the different
nations formed in the post-flood world. It's almost as if a supernatural entity saw it all happen and
gave us a record! You perhaps won't be all that surprised to learn that almost all the names we find
in this chapter have been found in archaeological discoveries. Evidence, though none is needed that
God's Word records a true account of history.

Let's begin by looking at Japheth.
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2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The
sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan were Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were
separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families,
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into their nations.

The record begins with Japheth. The descendants of Japheth are listed first, because in the centuries
to come, the Israelites would have the least amount of contact with them. These tribes and nations
settled in areas the farthest removed from the Promised Land.

Fourteen descendants of Japheth are named, seven sons and seven grandsons. You will note that
only two of the sons are mentioned as having sons of their own. Does this mean that Japheth's other
sons produced no male offspring? That is certainly possible. But it is more likely that the compiler
of this list is being selective. As I mentioned before this is not intended to be a comprehensive
genealogy. Only certain sons and the nations that derived from them are included.

History tells us that the generations that descended from Japheth initially moved from Canaan
(Israel) north and then went east towards India and west into Asia Minor and then Europe. Japheth
is often referred to as being the father of Indo-European nations. Let's go a little deeper and look at
the various nations or people groups that originated with each son.

Japheth's first son was called Gomer. According to the Greek historians Herodotus, Strabo, and
Plutarch. Gomer’s people settled north of the Black Sea, in an area called Cimmeria, or Crimea.
Later they expanded west into France, Spain, Britain and possibly Germany.

The next son is Magog. This name means “the place of Gog.” It is a reference to somewhere north
of the Promised Land. Many think this tribal group settled what is today Georgia, a region near the
Black Sea. Josephus says that Magog (or Gog) was the ancestor of the Scythians, who also
originally inhabited the Black Sea area. The name Magog is commonly associated in the Bible with
two other sons of Japheth; Meshech and Tubal (especially Ezekiel 38:2). Meshech is preserved in
the names “Muskovi” (the former name of Russia) and “Moscow” still its capital city. Tubal is also
thought to refer to somewhere in Russia or maybe Turkey. So these three sons are thought to be the
distant ancestors of the “Russians” or people from north and eastern Europe.

The next son mentioned is Madai. He is considered to be the ancestor of the Medes. They settled in
what became Persia. Today it is Iran and Iraq.

Let us move on to Javan. Javan is the original form of Ionia, which was the ancient name of
Greece. So from this family line descended the Greeks, Spartans and other people groups who come
from this area of the Mediterranean.

Let us turn next to consider the son's of Gomer. First up we have Ashkenaz. The Jews identified
Ashkenaz with Germany and, to this day, German Jews are called the Ashkenazi. Some ethnologists
think the name Ashkenaz has also been preserved under the names Scandia and Saxon. The thought
is that this nation of people over time made their way into Denmark and its northern islands.

The next son mentioned is Riphath. There is some scholarly debate surrounding him. The Jewish
historian Josephus identifies him as being the ancestor of the Paphlagonians (western Turkey).
Others think he is the father of the Carpathians.

The final son of Gomer's listed is Togarmah. He was the ancestor of the Armenians. Some have
also made the case that certain parts of Germany were settled by Togarmah. In addition parts of
Turkey and Turkestan are also linked to him as are other regions in the southern Balkans.

Let us turn now and look at the sons of Javan. Four are mentioned. First we have Elishah. There is
a strong connection between his name and Greece and many of the Greek islands.

Homer's “The Iliad” mentions the “Eilesian” people and the Ugaritic tablets mention the “Alasians”
a people who came from Cyprus. The name is most widely know and identified in the term the
“Elysian Fields,” which in Greek mythology was the final resting place of heroes and virtuous
people.

Next up is Tarshish. It's a name familiar to anyone who has read the book of Jonah. Jonah, the
reluctant prophet tried to flee from God to Tarshish (Jonah 1:3). The name has been identified with
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Tartessos in Spain and with Carthage in North Africa. There are also some who claim it is
connected with Tarsus the birthplace of the Apostle Paul.

The next son mentioned is Kittim. Most scholars think that this is a reference to Cyprus and
possibly to some regions of the Greek mainland as well. It is also possible that the term “MakKittim”
(the land of Kittim) may have given rise to the name Macedonia.

Let us move onto Dodanim. His name is probably preserved for us today in the geographical names
of the Dardanelles and Rhodes. The inhabitants of Rhodes were famous for building the “Colossus
of Rhodes” a 30-metre tall statue of Helios the sun god. It was one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world.

The last-named son of Japheth is Tiras. According to Josephus he became the ancestor of the
Thracians (Greeks). There is also a possibility that Tiras gave rise to the Etruscans of Italy.

Verse five tells us that each of these Japhethite groups though coming through the same line of
descent had its own country and its own language.

Let's look at the sons of Ham.
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6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

We turn now to the Hamite line. The sons of Ham. We are given a little more detail here. This
probably reflects the fact that these people groups settled closer geographically to the Promised
Land and hence would have had greater contact and interaction with God's people. Ham we are told
had four sons.

History tells us that Ham and those that came from his line moved south, east and south west. They
would settle throughout Africa, north and south as well as in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Egypt and
parts of Arabia. Let's look at Ham's sons in the order they are listed.

First up is Cush. The name Cush in the bible is the name for the area we know today as Ethiopia.
Although I should add that in the ancient world it was far more extensive than the country of
Ethiopia today. It embraced not only Ethiopia but also much of Sudan and other parts of Africa
south of Egypt. The Cushite people apparently first migrated southward into Arabia, and then
crossed the Red Sea into the region now occupied by Ethiopia.

We come next to Mizraim. Mizraim is the ancestor of the Egyptians, and is the common name for
Egypt in the Bible. Egypt is also called “the land of Ham” (Psalm 105:23). This strongly suggests
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that Ham accompanied his son Mizraim in the original settlement of the Nile Valley.

The third son was Put or Phut. In the Bible “Put” is the name for Libya. So we are speaking here of
this son settling in a region of North Africa west of Egypt.

The fourth and final son of Ham is very familiar to us. We first met him as a result of Noah's curse
back in chapter 9. I am of course referring to Canaan. He is quite obviously the ancestor of the
Canaanites and gave his name to the Land of Canaan. He was also the ancestor of the various tribes
that settled in the Promised Land. Some of these tribes were the Jebusites, the Amorites and the
Girgashites.

Let us now consider the five sons of Cush. First up we have Seba. Seba it is believed was one of
those who migrated from south-western Arabia across the Red Sea, into the region now known as
the Sudan, giving his name to the Sabeans (Isaiah 45:14).

For convenience, I will combine the remaining four sons of Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and
Sabtechah. They all seem to have settled in Arabia. This is lest we forget is a very large geographic
area.

Verse 7 ends by telling us about and the sons of Raamah. He is the only one of the sons of Cush
whose own sons’ names are listed. This is presumably because there was something notable about
these men. They were for some reason unusually well known in their day. Raamah produced two
sons named Sheba and Dedan.
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8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter
before the LoORD; therefore, it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lorp.”

You cannot fail to notice that the familiar pattern of the genealogy is broken here. We have, up until
this point been reading about a steady flow of fathers and their most notable sons and then suddenly
we get this. Crow-barred into the middle of this table of nations is a fascinating historical aside
about a man named Nimrod. He was a note-worthy son of Cush. If you've been dozing it is time to
wake up. We have a very significant historical figure to consider.

Nimrod we are told began to be a “mighty one” or a “champion” on the earth. This is the bible's
way of telling us that Nimrod had grown to become a powerful and renowned warrior. The Hebrew
phrasing here can mean that Nimrod simply "began" to be mighty, or it can be interpreted to mean
that he was the first person to attain this level of might. Now we know that there were other
“mighty” men prior to the flood, so it might mean the first to attain such prestige after the flood, or
even that he excelled anyone who came before.

The Hebrew word used here for “mighty” is the word gibbor. Just in case you miss it it's repeated
three times across these two verses. Depending on the context it means “strong,” “brave,”
“powerful,” “mighty,” or “one of great physical stature; giant.” This later meaning has led some to
wonder whether Nimrod was one of the Nephilim, a hybrid giant. Since the bible is silent on this
subject it must remain speculation. The name Nimrod is also an interesting one. It means “rebel” or
“we shall rebel.” As we have noted on many occasions biblical names often reveal a great deal.

As you might imagine what little we know of the man has been greatly embellished over the
centuries. Many legends have sprung up around Nimrod. In Jewish legend, Nimrod promoted the
worship of many gods and was the sworn enemy of Abraham, whom Nimrod tried to murder.
Islamic literature also teaches that Nimrod and Abraham battled one other (Quran 21:68-70; 37:97—
99). Scottish minister and writer Alexander Hislop claimed that Nimrod was married to Semiramis,
a famous queen in the ancient world. All of this is of course pure speculation.

So what do we actually know about him? We are told here that he was world renowned as a hunter.
In that day the finest compliment you could pay to a skilled hunter would be to say that they were
like Nimrod. We might think that this is a flattering title. Many men would be happy to have such
accolades said about them. Nimrod considered himself a natural leader and demanded that people
follow him.

Though the world might admire such men they do not impress the Lord. Nimrod is actually the
opposite of God's ideal of a king or leader. God’s ideal of a king is a shepherd, a man who looks
first towards the welfare of the flock entrusted to his care. A hunter, by contrast, gratifies himself at
the expense of his victim.

We might speculate a little as to what Nimrod hunted. Perhaps he became skilled in hunting
dangerous prey like lions or bears. But, I'm wondering if maybe he went after something bigger.
Perhaps he was skilled in hunting dinosaurs. They remember were on the ark with Noah. And some
of them were now eating meat. Imagine if a village was being terrorised by a T-Rex. What would
you do? Who could you call? In such a situation the people would phone Nimrod. In he'd come, a
muscle-bound hunk who'd hunt and kill the offending creature. No wonder he developed such a
reputation, and probably a large avid following. People would naturally flock to such a man.

But there is actually something far darker going on when it describes him as being a “hunter.” Do
you remember the meaning of his name? Nimrod means rebel. So Nimrod was guilty of rebelling
against God and His authority. He was “hunting” men and encouraging them to follow him and in
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doing so to reject God. So let me be quite clear. The Bible does not portray Nimrod in a favourable
light. He is presented to us as the earth's first major dictator along with being a major city and
empire builder.

Let's conclude our study for today by looking at the empire he creates.
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10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and
Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city).

As we saw Noah's ark came to rest somewhere in the region of Ararat. So somewhere north of
modern day Israel. It's not surprising then to learn that Nimrod started his empire building a little
east of here in the fertile land of Mesopotamia. The first kingdom he created was in Shinar, more
commonly known as Babylonia. His capital city and crowning achievement was the city of Babel.
As you are well aware this will be the site of a major rebellion against God which will lead to Him
dispersing the nations.

After Nimrod built Babel, he founded other cities in Babylonia: Erech, Accad, and Calneh. Then he
moved to Assyria, in northern Mesopotamia, and founded Nineveh, the future capital of the
Assyrian Empire. He also built Rehoboth-Ir, Calah and Resen between Nineveh and Calah.

Next week, Lord willing we will look at the second half of the table of nations.

But before we conclude I want to say a few things about the ancestors of most of you listening. As
we have seen today those of us from Europe come from the line of Japheth. Those who trace their
origins back to Africa, or from people who originated in this continent come from Ham's line. Those
from Arabia and most of the Middle East derive from Shem.

But what about the Asian nations? Or to be more precise Koreans. Where do they come from?
There is some scholarly debate surrounding this. So what I am about to give you comes from the
research of Dr Henry Morris. If you don't like what I'm telling you blame him and not me. There are
two possibilities. The first possibility is that the Asian people came from the Hamitic line. The
theory goes as follows. The Hittite Empire which originally occupied modern day Turkey expanded
further east over time and eventually settled in China. Apparently the Hittites and the Mongols have
very similar features. It was this people group who eventually moved down to settle the Korean
peninsula.

The second possibility surrounding the origin of the Asian peoples is that they come from the line of
Shem. In verse 17 of chapter 10 we read about the “sinites.” This word bears some similarity to the
word “Sino.” Sino is derived from the Latin word “Sinae,” which was used by ancient Roman and
Greek geographers to refer to China. The word “sin” is a common word in the Orient. It means
“pure-bred.” Many Chinese emperors used “Sin” as a title.

So Asians either came from the line of Ham or Shem. Either way they came from one of Noah's
sons. In fact, we all did. Which means we should love and respect one another because we're all
members of the same family. Let me leave you with the words of our Lord and saviour.

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.” (John 13:34-35)
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn five brief lessons for us to learn from today's passage of scripture.
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1. The Importance of Family Lineage

Chapter ten of Genesis reminds us of the importance of family lineage and heritage. It reminds us of
how God’s plan unfolds through generations. Family is important. All societies are built upon the
strength of the family unit. This is why Satan is so keen to weaken families in whatever way he can.
May we do all we can to maintain strong families and encourage the future generations to do the
same.
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2. Diversity in Unity

Chapter 10 illustrates the diversity of nations and languages that emerged from Noah's descendants.
This diversity is a testament to God's creativity and His desire for the world rich in culture and
variety. How boring the world would be if all cultures were exactly the same. Yet, despite these
differences, all humanity shares a common origin. This reminds us that all people are special and
precious to the Lord. Let us treat others as we should, as precious individuals created in God's
image.
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3. God's Sovereignty Over Nations

Genesis 10 reveals to us that God is sovereign over all nations and peoples. He orchestrates the rise
and fall of nations according to His will. This is a comforting reminder that no matter the state of
the world, God remains in control. We live in a time of uncertainty but since God is in control we
do not need to be fearful or anxious.
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4. The disastrous Legacy of Nimrod

Nimrod stands out as being the prominent figure in chapter 10. He possesses attributes that many
find desirable. A mighty man. A charismatic figure who was a bold, strong and powerful leader.

He also represents how those commendable attributes can be misapplied. Through his example we
learn about the danger of arrogance and pride. He thought he was mighty enough not to need God.
Let us learn that no matter what strengths we have we remain at all times dependent upon the Lord.
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5. The Spread of Civilization

Chapter 10 tells us about how the nations of this world began and spread. This was God's plan. He
wanted us to spread out and flourish. That we are able to do this reflects humanity's God-given
ability to create and organize societies. It encourages us to use our talents and resources to build
communities that honour God. We are to spread and grow and as we do take the gospel message
with us and share it with the people we meet.
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