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8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 9 “And as for Me, behold, I
establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, 10 and with every
living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of
all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 11 Thus I establish My covenant with you:
Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a
flood to destroy the earth.”

12 And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and
every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 I set My rainbow in the
cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be,
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 15 and I will
remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 The rainbow shall be in
the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
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Review — God's promise — Genesis 9:1-7

Last Sunday we looked in some detail at some of the promises God made to Noah in those early
post-flood days. Let us briefly remind ourselves now of some of the key points from the first 7
verses of chapter 9.

The first thing God did was to bless Noah and his family. Now clearly they had already experienced
God's amazing blessing. They had been chosen and spared by the Lord. He had provided salvation
from the destruction wrought by the global flood. But here they are given an additional blessing.
They are receiving God's blessing to be fruitful and multiply. The reason for this should be obvious.
They have the solemn duty and responsibility of re-populating the world. In a couple of weeks time
we will look at all the nations that derive from Noah's three sons.

I read a very interesting article recently written by Harvard trained biologist Dr Nathaniel Jeanson
(now working for Answers in Genesis). After extensive research on the subject of human genetics
he concluded that the bible does indeed present us with an accurate account of our ancestry. His
findings totally destroy the secular scientific world and the fantasy story they spin regarding human
origins. What they teach can be summarised as follows; human beings evolved from the goo to the
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zoo and eventually arrived at me and you. This as you are all well aware is not what God's Word
teaches. Dr Jeanson claims that he can trace any male Y chromosome to one of the three sons of
Noah. We are all, just as God's Word tells descendants of either Shem, Ham or Japheth.

(https://thebaptistrecord.org/biologist-traces-human-lineage-back-to-noah/)

We then go on to read about the change in relationship between man and beast. Prior to the flood
there was a harmonious relationship between human beings and animals. Animals co-operated and
helped human beings. You might say that we enjoyed good relations with them. Small children
frolicked with tigers, and mothers let their babies ride on crocodiles. But after the flood that
relationship is to change. Mothers who let their babies play with crocodiles will soon be childless.
God at this time instilled a fear of man in animals. This means that in most instances animals flee or
avoid us. If you've ever tried to approach or stroke a feral cat you know exactly what I mean.

The primary reason for this new-found fear derives from God's removal of the prohibition against
eating meat. Prior to the flood we were all vegetarian. We survived and thrived on broccoli and
lettuce. But from this time on it is open season. If you can catch it you can eat it!

There is however one major prohibition to this. God permits us to consume the flesh of animals but
with certain caveats. The first caveat is that we are to be mindful that animal life is precious and
valuable. We can kill to eat but we should not wantonly or cruelly spill blood for sport of fun.

The second caveat is centred upon how we process and then consume meat. Noah is warned not to
consume flesh with the blood still present. I spent some time last week unpacking exactly why God
gave Noah this instruction.

Part of the reason is related to God's desire to maintain the importance and sacredness of blood.
Since the shedding of blood was inextricably linked with the sacrificial system God didn't want
blood consumption to become normalised. He wanted it always to remain important and significant
and never to become trivialised.

The other reason was linked to health and hygiene. As we are all aware blood can carry and convey
many dangerous and potentially deadly diseases, pathogens and viruses. Even today we must
carefully handle, store and properly cook meat for it to be safe. So God is giving Noah this
command in order to protect and preserve human life. This concern is also reflected in what He tells
Noah next.

For the first time in human history capital punishment is introduced. This is the method God
mandates for the punishment of those who murder or kill. This was applicable to both human beings
or animals. If you take another person's life your own life is to be forfeit. Many today are rather
squeamish about this subject.

They are uncomfortable with the government executing convicted murderers. They argue that
unless we have righteous government capital punishment is open to be abused or misused. Is there
any validity to this argument? The truth is that there is not such thing as a righteous government.
This is because all human governments are made up of wicked sinful people.

Some governments are clearly worse than others but none of them are righteous.

If you are undecided about capital punishment allow me to remind you that God Himself instituted
this system. This is what He wants to be done. It wasn't fallen wicked human beings who came up
with the idea. How presumptuous of us then to think we can devise a better or fairer way of treating
evil people.

We should also remember why it was that God called for this. It is not because our Heavenly Father
is mean or cruel. He did not introduce capital punishment because He delights in the extinguishing
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of human life. Quite the contrary. God instituted it because of His concern for human beings. His
desire and concern lies in protecting and preserving human life. This can often be achieved by
putting to death those who kill others created in God's image. Surely stopping or deterring would be
killers is a good thing? Aren't we all in favour of that.

Today we are going to continue on and see what else God has to say to Noah.
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8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 9 “And as for Me, behold, I
establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, 10 and with every living
creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that
go out of the ark, every beast of the earth.

The section of scripture that we are looking at today is referred to by theologians as the “Noahic
Covenant.” We are going to see the word “covenant” (berith in Hebrew) repeated seven times in
this short passage. This is actually the fulfilment of the promise God made to Noah way back in
chapter 6.

But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your
wife, and your sons’ wives with you. (Gen 6:18)

We are now to get the full details of what exactly this covenant contains. Before we do that allow
me to give you some general details about the Noahic covenant. I have six observations to make.

The Noahic Covenant has several distinguishing features.

First, it is an unconditional covenant. This means that God will uphold His end of the agreement
irrespective of what Noah or his descendants do or do not do. Neither the wickedness nor the
righteousness of mankind affects this covenant.

Second, it was a promise made to Noah and all his descendants as well as to “every living creature.”

Third, it was sealed with a sign. I will speak more on the nature of the sign later.
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Four, the covenant is unilateral. Typically, we thing of agreements, covenants or treaties as being
bilateral or even trilateral. We think of two or more parties getting together and coming to a mutual
agreement on an issue. They agree on something that will benefit them all to some degree. In the
ancient world for example two nations might make a covenant. The smaller, less powerful nation
might agree to pay the more powerful one an annual sum of money or gold.

In return the more powerful nation vows to protect the smaller one from its external enemies. So to
some degree both nations benefit. But this is not what we are seeing here with the Noahic Covenant.
This covenant is made by one individual; God. He is making this promise without any consultation
or discussion with man. So in this respect it is not a negotiation. God alone is the one determining
what will happen.

Fifth, in technical terms the Noahic Covenant is known as a suzerain treaty. This refers to a
covenant or treaty that was made between a supreme ruler and an inferior or vassal state.

Six, the Noahic Covenant is an everlasting or perpetual agreement between God and mankind. That
means that the covenant is still applicable and in effect today.

So now we have laid out in broad general terms what the Noahic covenant is let us get into the
details.

The first thing for us to note is the participants in this covenant. This is a covenant cut or made
between God, Noah and his three sons and all the living creatures. So party number one in the
covenant is God, Himself. Note carefully the words God uses. He says, “I establish.” Because this is
the all powerful sovereign God of the universe speaking we can trust implicitly what follows. God
cannot lie or fail to deliver on a promise. Who are the other participants in this covenant?

Noah is the next one mentioned. Noah here is standing in the place of not just his family but for all
his future descendants. Since we are all his descendants since we are distantly related to one of his
three sons this means Noah represents all of us. Let me put it another way. What it means is that
everyone born on this earth since the time of Noah is covered by this covenant.

The covenant however is not only made between God and human beings. God is also including all
living things in this agreement. This makes the Noahic Covenant unusual. We have several
examples of ancient treaties such as the Code of Hammurabi and the Atrahasis Epic. They are
exclusively anthropocentric (focused on man). There is no concern in them for the well-being of
animals. This means that the Noahic Covenant is the only known example we have of deity
covenanting with non-human creatures. It serves to demonstrate Yahweh’s unrivalled sovereignty
and benevolence toward His entire creation. God as creator of all cares about all.

This is a timely reminder to us that God cares for all aspects of His creation. As human beings we
may be at the pinnacle of the created order but everything below us is also treasured by God. So
because all animal life is special and valued by God we should treat it respectfully and with care.
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11 Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

Here we read about what God promises unconditionally as part of the covenant. This remember is
an oath God makes not just to Noah and his family but to every human being that would come from
him. The promise is it that NEVER again will God initiate a global flood that blots out all living
things. I very deliberately included the word “global” in the previous sentence. This is because the
promise is not that there will never be floods on the earth. Or even that during the floods that occur
there will not be significant loss of life.

There have been many devastating floods throughout history. Let me give you an example.

On May 31t 1889 the South Fork Dam in Pennsylvania Collapsed due to poor maintenance. 20
million tons of water was allowed to flow into the nearby town of Johnstown. The town was
completely obliterated and more than 2,200 people perished. It was the deadliest dam disaster in US
history.

Other similar kinds of flood disasters have occurred throughout history. During the rainy season
here in South Korea flooding is common.

I am from the county of Worcestershire in England. Our county seat is the city of Worcester. It is an
attractive city through which the River Severn flows. Unfortunately at particularly wet times
throughout the year the city is prone to flood when the river bursts its banks. This is sadly a fairly
common occurrence. From 2016 to 2024 there were 35 separate recorded flood events. I'm sure the
residents of Worcester wish that there would be no more floods.

If the flood of Noah's day had been a local or regional flood as some try and argue this would make
what God says in this verse nonsensical. It would be entirely meaningless. The poor people of
Worcester could indignantly complain,

“But God, you vowed that there would be no more floods.”

But this of course is not what God is saying. He's not claiming that there will be no more floods.
This then is further evidence as though any were needed that the flood of Noah was a universal,
global event. It was THE flood (ha mabbul in Hebrew) not just a flood (mabbul).

We know that the flood signalled the beginning, not the end of natural disasters. Since that time
onwards we will experience floods, severe storms, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, typhoons and
earthquakes. In fact all of the devastating phenomenon that accompanied the first cataclysmic flood
will reoccur. But, and this is the key point they will be localized not global in scale.

How gracious and merciful the Lord is. He gives us far more than we warrant or deserve. Given
how wicked and depraved much of this world is we could hardly blame Him for wiping us all out
with a flood. But we know that He won't do that. How can we be so sure? Because we have His
assurance or promise that comes through the Noahic Covenant. This should not however make us
complacent.

We should remember however that one day the world will once again be destroyed. On that
occasion God will use a different element. He will use fire. In 2" Peter we read the following,

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works
that are in it will be burned up. (2 Peter 3:10)
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Since the day of the Lord could come at any time we should be ready and watchful. We should use
the time we have profitable and wisely and take every opportunity we have to share the gospel
message.
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12 And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and
every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 I set My rainbow in the
cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be,
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;

It's often very helpful to have a tangible reminder a sign of a covenant or promise you have made. I
suppose the most obvious example is the wearing of a wedding ring. A wedding ring serves to
remind the wearer, and others that they meet that this person is married. It serves as a visual sign of
our commitment to another person. We are attached and therefore unavailable. Should you ever be
tempted to flirt or engage in unseemly behaviour with someone to whom you are not married a
glance down at your ring should remind you of why this is inappropriate. You made a vow before
almighty God to remain steadfast and faithful to this one person for as long as you both shall live.
God expects you to honour that commitment.

God also gives us a sign or a mark. His Word ought to be perfectly adequate but God knows our
tendency to forget. He knows that a visual reminder or sign is helpful. Therefore He chose to give
us a sign that He intends to always honour His vow or commitment. That sign is seen in the
rainbow. One of the most extraordinary and beautiful natural wonders. Let me tell you a few things
about rainbows.
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I'm sure we all have memories of seeing beautiful rainbows in the sky. We know they can be seen
on days when we get sunshine and rain in the same geographic location. As a natural wonder they
have always fascinated and intrigued. You will probably not be surprised to learn that many myths,
legends and superstitions have developed around them.

In the Albanian culture the rainbow is believed to be the belt of the goddess of beauty who later
became a Catholic saint by the name of Prende. Te belief goes that anyone able to jump over a
rainbow changes their sex. For the Karen people of Burma, the rainbow is considered as a painted
and dangerous demon that eats children.

The ancient Greeks attributed the rainbow to the goddess Iris who was the daughter of Thaumas and
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Elektra. They thought that the rainbow was either her belt or a footpath between heaven and earth.
In Celtic cultures the superstition arose that a pot of gold could be found at the end of a rainbow.
Sadly, since rainbows are actually circular they do not have an end. So you will be looking in vain
for the leprechaun's pot of gold. Enough of the myth and legend, let's talk science.

What exactly is a rainbow and how do they come to exist? The technical definition for a rainbow is
as follows,

A rainbow is an optical phenomenon caused by refraction, internal reflection and dispersion of
light in water droplets resulting in a continuous spectrum of light appearing in the sky.

When sunlight moves from air into a water droplet (rain or mist), it slows down and changes
direction due to the difference in optical density between the two materials. This change of
direction, or bending causes the light to spread and begin separating into different wavelengths.
This effect is called dispersion. Since colour depends on wavelength, we see this dispersion as a
band of different colours. The shorter wavelengths (violet and blue) are bent the most, the longer
wavelengths (red and orange) are bent the least.

As I am sure you are all well aware from elementary school rainbows comprise 7 colours; red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet.

Rainbows appear when sunlight directly interacts with water droplets or mist. A rainbow is
produced if the angle of the sunlight and the water droplet is between 40-48%. Usually a rainbow is
seen when there is rain in one part of the sky and the sun is shining in the other. And for the rainbow
to be visible, the sun has to be behind the observer who is, in effect, facing the rainbow. Isn't that all
fascinating.

Here is something else for you to think on. The English word “rainbow” that we read here in the
New King James Bible is a translation of the Hebrew gesheth (pronounced keh'-sheth). It actually
means “bow” as in a bow and arrow, or depending on the context it may refer to a “bowman” or a
“hunter” (one who shoots arrows). When we look at rainbow in the sky it does indeed resemble a
bow.

In the ancient and medieval world the bow was a powerful and deadly weapon. In the hands of a
skilled archer it was a very effective instument of death that could be used over long ranges. As a
result it was quite common in the Near East to depict deities with bows in their hands. A number of
stautes or reliefs still exist showing a god clutching a bow. It was intended as a symbol showing
their power and prowess. With this lethal weapon the deity in question was easily able to eliminate
his foes. We often wrongly imagine God as being just a kind grandfatherly like figure. Whilst He
can at times be kindly and loving like a grandfather He can also be fearsome.

In the Old Testament Yahweh is described as a warrior (Exod. 15:3)

The LORD is a man of war;
The LoRrbp is His name.

As a fierce and mighty warrior He is fully equipped with weapons that can bring about destruction
to His foes. In particular, we read in several places about the Lord's “bow and arrows” (Psalm 7:12—
13). Our warrior God is fully willing and able to destroy his opponents with a bow and a quiver full
of arrows .

Your bow was made quite ready;
Oaths were sworn over Your arrows. Selah

You divided the earth with rivers.
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Look also at the following passage taken from Zechariah.

Then the LorD will be seen over them,
And His arrow will go forth like lightning.
The Lord Gob will blow the trumpet,
And go with whirlwinds from the south.
(Zec 9:14)

At the time of the flood God bent His bow in righteous wrath. His metaphorical arrows pierced the
earth and brought about its demise. But now what is God doing with His bow? He is hanging it up.
Not just putting it away in cupboard, but hanging it prominently in the sky where everyone can see
it. This then is the sign of the rainbow. They message lying behind it is clear and plain.

This is what the rainbow symbolises. God is extending His mercy to us. Though we deserve His
wrath He is giving us His peace. But make no mistake. At some time in the future God will again
pick up that bow.

Before closing this section [ want to say a few words about how the rainbow symbol has been
captured and corrupted. I have just outlined for you what the rainbow truly symbolises and
represents. It is a sign of God's promise and commitment to mankind. Sadly for many around the
world the rainbow or the rainbow symbol represents something entirely different. It has since the
late 1970's been adopted as the universal symbol for the LGBTQ movement.

For those in this depraved movement it stands for unity and acceptance. It conveys the message that
though we may be different in our outlook or sexual orientation we should all live together and be
tolerant. Who could object to such a sentiment? Anyone who loves the Lord and believes the bible
to be His true revelation.

Why you might ask did they choose the rainbow? Why not make up their own symbol? There is a
longer answer to this question but I'm going to give you the short version. It's because they
represent evil and are Satanically influenced. You may think this a harsh critique. But just think for
a moment about what the rainbow flag movement represents. It is wholly centred on humanistic
rebellious pride. At its core it rejects God's truth in favour of man's. It promotes the idea that a man
can be a woman and vice versa. That people can love and be married to whomsoever they chose. It
rejects and resents a God who tells them such an understanding is wrong. It endorses the notion that
children may be born into the wrong body. And that we are the ones, not God who gets to determine
what sex we are.

So why rally behind the rainbow flag?
The Devil powerful though he may be is not creative. Instead what he does is take good God given
things and twists or distorts them. So he takes the rainbow. God's symbol of peace and promise and

subverts it to now represent a rejection of God and all He values.

So I urge you all to stand against this corruption. Do not promote, endorse or tolerate the rainbow
flag. Reclaim it as the symbol of God's promise to us.
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15 and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature
of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 The rainbow
shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

This verse completes the thought that began in the previous verse. God as we have seen established
His covenant promise with all life on the earth. He will never again bring a global flood to destroy
every living thing. Then God says that when the rainbow becomes visible against the clouds, He
will remember His covenant. He will never again send another global deluge.

In most cases in scripture the visible sign associated with covenants are given by humans and not by
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God. Take for example the sign of circumcision. Human beings undergo this procedure as a way of
demonstrating their commitment to the covenant. The act reminds them that they are different and
special and are to live and operate in certain way. But here in the Noahic Covenant we see
something somewhat unusual. In this case the sign is given by God and serves to remind Him of His
promise and agreement to us. It does equally serve to remind us that God has made this promise
with us.

I have spoken to you before about the concept lying behind the idea of God remembering. As we
are well aware as we age our memories often become less sharp or reliable.

I will often leave myself a tangible cues to help me remember to do something. I might put an item
in my shoe, or in my jacket pocket so that when I see or touch that item it jogs my memory. It helps
to remind me that I have to do this or that today. I'm sure you do similar things. Does the rainbow
serve God in a similar way?

The answer of course is no. God does not require tangible reminders. This is because one of the

attributes of God is His omniscience. God knows everything. He never forgets or has lapses in His
memory. He's not a doddery old man living on a cloud. Therefore He does not need visual cues or
reminders about things. However with that being said He claims the right to be reminded anyway.

So when it says that God will remember what it really means is that God is deliberately choosing to
act on His promise. We have His guarantee that He will fulfil His promises to us.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at the following verse.
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17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between
Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

In verse 17 we see God summing up the speech He has delivered to Noah. We might read these
words and consider them unnecessary. Why we might wonder is God needlessly repeating
something we already know. It is important that we remember that the words we are reading here
were not originally written to us. As the helpful expression goes. The bible whilst being written for
us was not written to us. Moses was not writing with 215 century Christians and their 30 second
attention spans in mind. The Book of Genesis was originally written to be read and understood by a
culture immersed in a different cultural milieu to our own. To the modern reader repetition appears
dull and unnecessary. But it was an integral part of ancient literature. Repetition served as a sign of
certainty. This is why we see this device used throughout the bible. To repeat the same idea more
than once served to establish it as a strong point. A point that the reader needed to note and
remember.

The key take-away here then is as follows. When God symbolically “sees" the rainbow in the
clouds we are told that He will "remember" His promise. He will never forget that He has cut an
everlasting covenant with every living creature on the earth.

Next week Lord willing at Noah and his sons.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons for us to learn from today's passage of scripture.
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1 A time of peace is not a time for inaction

Often during times of peace and tranquillity we become lazy. In the geopolitical world we often see
this to be the case. In Western Europe since the end of the second world war there has been a time
of extended peace and prosperity. A long span of time during which governments have diverted
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money that should have gone to maintaining an effective military to other causes. Now, as the future
grows darker and more uncertain countries such as the UK and Germany are scrambling to upgrade
and restock. They realise that they have been remiss in not building upon their strengths. A time of
peace then is not to be regarded as a time in which we do nothing. Instead, it should be seen as
valuable time in which we ought to be active in preparing.

How you might be wondering does this apply to this sermon or to our Christian lives. Well, we are
lucky enough to be living in a time of peace. We live in a time when our mighty warrior God has
hung up His bow. How then are we to live in such a time. We have two options. We can behave like
the countries in Western Europe. Bask in the relative peace and become lazy. Or we can be active
and engaged. Preparing both ourselves and others for the uncertain times ahead. You won't be
surprised to hear that I am encouraging the latter approach.

Now is the time for us to be busy. A time is coming when persecution will ramp up and Christians
will be prohibited from sharing the gospel. How long will it be until the horrors that the bible
predicts become reality. When this time comes it may be too late. Our inactivity now, during a time
of peace may mean that we lost a valuable window of opportunity. So I urge all of you to use the
time God has given you wisely. Devote time to preparing yourself. You can do this by immersing
yourself in God's Word and other spiritual disciplines such as worship, prayer and meditation.

Be sure to re-commit yourself to the Lord daily. And also use the time you have to share the gospel
and give sound instruction to others. Remember your might be the only, or the last gospel
presentation this person hears.

Let us all remember that this time of peace will not last forever. God will one day take up His bow.
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2 Pay attention to the signs

As we saw in our sermon today God gave us a visible sign to continually remind us of His promise.
The rainbow serves as a sign of God's promise not to ever flood the entire earth again. But it also
exists to remind us that He will one day pick up that bow again. One day the earth will again
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experience God's wrath.

Most modern machines today are fitted with warning indicators. They possess bells, alarms or
whistles that sound or flashing red lights that warn the operator that something is wrong. They
ignore these warning signs at their peril. At times however, especially when the machinery is aging
the warning signs go off without there really being a problem. The temptation is to just ignore them
and carry on. The truth is however that when we pay attention and heed the warning signs we tend
to enjoy better healthier lives.

The same can also be said for our Christian lives. The bible is full of warnings and signs for us to
heed. Sadly over time we can become a little blasé about them. We can begin to think they are
unimportant or not relevant to us. Fortunately we are not left unprotected. God knows exactly what
we need. A machine operator has warning sirens or flashing lights. We have God in the person of
the Holy Spirit dwelling inside us. One of His roles is to guide, correct and teach us. Part of this
includes warning us about where or sinful thoughts and deeds might lead.

If we ignore these warnings or think they are unimportant there may be serious consequences. So
when we see the rainbow in the sky we should remember what this sign means. And equally when
the Holy Spirit guides or corrects us should pay careful attention and listen up. We need to pay
attention to the warning signs. When we do so we can avoid many of the perils and pitfalls of life
on this sin-filled earth.
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