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Back to the beginning - Genesis
Title: “22. God's promise part 1”

Scripture: Genesis 9:1-7
Date preached: May 31 2026

Scripture: Genesis 9:1-7

1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth. 2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on
every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are
given into your hand. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you
all things, even as the green herbs. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will
require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require
the life of man.

6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood,

By man his blood shall be shed;

For in the image of God

He made man.

7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply;
Bring forth abundantly in the earth

And multiply in it.”
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Review — God's covenant with Noah — Genesis 8:20-22

Last Sunday we brought the account of the global flood to its conclusion. Today we will examine
God's interactions with Noah in the early days of the post flood world. But before we do let's briefly
review the key details from last week.

The flood story ends with Noah and all the animals exiting the ark and entering the post flood
world. It was a world and an ecosystem very different to the one they had known before. During
their year on the ark God had brought about massive changes to the earth. The earth itself had gone
through considerable geological upheaval. There were also new climatic features such as strong
winds, rain, snow and ice to contend with. It would take them all some time to adjust and adapt to
this “new world.”

There were many things that Noah might have done upon leaving the ark. It seems probable that
they used the ark as their base for a while.

But it is likely that Noah wanted to take his family down the mountain and find a better place to
settle as soon as possible. Therefore we might anticipate him going off to find a suitable location.
He might have started to disassemble the wood from the ark in readiness for building a house. It is
entirely possible that he would have gone around looking for a place to plant crops and begin
farming. Or, given the demands and stresses associated with living on an ark and tending to animals
for over a year he might have just wanted a rest. Who could blame him for wanting to put his feet
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up and just take it easy for a while.

But the bible tells us that he did none of these things. Or at least they weren't his first priority. We
are told that as soon as he left the ark he built an altar. This as I told you last time is the first
mention in scripture of an altar. Upon this altar Noah sacrificed a representative from every clean
animal or bird. This was a very generous offering. We do not know exactly how many clean animals
he sacrificed but the reality is that it was a considerable number.

Why did Noah want to offer a sacrifice? There were at least three reasons. Firstly offering a
sacrifice was done as a way of seeking atonement. Noah recognised his sin and understood that he
deserved death. He was only alive because of God's grace. Secondly, it was an offering of gratitude
or thanks. He was truly grateful to God that he and his family had been spared. And thirdly He
wanted to confirm through the offering that he was dedicated and committed to the Lord. He
wanted to show just how devoted he truly was.

This is reflected in the approach he took to the offering. As I laid out last time there were five types
of sacrifice prescribed for God's people in the Old Testament. The oldest and most common method
of sacrifice was the one that Noah chose. He elected to offer a whole burnt offering to the Lord. In
this form of sacrifice, as the name suggests the whole animal minus its hide is burnt completely
upon the altar fire. The fact that nothing is held back signifies the offering giver's devotion and
committent to the Lord. You are in effect placing yourself entirely in His mighty hands and relying
upon Him to provide for all your needs.

God, we read found Noah's sacrifice pleasing and acceptable. Through the use of anthropomorphic
language Moses informs us that the “aroma from the sacrifice was soothing” to the Lord. He
recognised that Noah's offering came from the right place. He was giving all and not acting out of
selfish, or self centred motives.

This sadly is what often motivates us. We might try to kid ourselves that we are giving to the Lord
because we want to honour and please Him. But the reality is that when God evaluates our hearts
He sees something different. What really motivates our giving is self-promotion or pride. We want
to feel internally that we are good people and we want others to see that too. Be warned, God is
never fooled. He looks beyond the offering itself and evaluates the true heart intent of the giver.
Noah passed God's evaluation.

It prompts God to make a vow with Himself. As part of His vow He makes a number of promises.
The first is that He will never again curse the ground for man's sake. As I said last time when Adam
rebelled and the world fell into sin part of the punishment for mankind was a cursing of the ground.
From this time on it would be difficult to farm the land and grow food.

So God in effect is saying that although human beings will continue to be wicked and sinful the
curse that already exists will not be added to. He also promises not to wipe out all living things at
one time as happened at the flood.

God then runs through a series of patterns or cycles that will from this point in time will be manifest
on earth. These are given to reassure us or give us confidence. Although there will be ups and down
in the natural order God always remains in control. Therefore we can be assured that there will
always be seasons. We can plant our seeds in the spring in anticipation of harvesting in autumn.
This is not God always guaranteeing that every year we will harvest the same quantity. But that
these cycles will always exist. There will never be a time when there is no seedtime and no harvest.

Equally, when it comes to the weather we will experience hot and cold spells. But one will always
eventually yield to the other. There will always be summer and winter just as we experience day and
night. We have God's assurance that these things will never cease. Today we are going to look at
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what else God promised Noah in those early post-flood days.
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1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth.

Genesis nine begins with God blessing Noah and his sons. Now clearly the wives are not mentioned
specifically here but they did have a very vital role to play in the “new world” to come. So we
should not conclude that just because they are not included that they are not important or valuable
to the Lord. We can therefore understand this blessing to be upon all eight human beings who
stepped off the ark.

God gives them all a specific mandate here. They are to be fruitful and multiply. If you have been
keeping account this is the third time in scripture where God commands humanity to be “fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28; 8:17). There is of course a very practical reason for
this. The world at this time is empty. God never designed or planned for an empty world and He
wants them to repopulate it.

Actually this is a universal command that is applicable to all people at all times. God's design is that
we marry and bring children into this world. It is an ordinance that we all should take seriously. We
may be past the age when we can actively contribute to this but we still have a role in encouraging
the next generation to do their duty. We should remind them, and ourselves of what a wonderful
blessing a family is. What a gift God has given us to be immersed within a loving family structure.
To be surrounded by love and affection. How truly sad it is that some today spurn that opportunity
for family and relationship to seek material gains instead. It may be true that if you forsake getting
married and having children you can save a lot of money and live a luxurious lifestyle. You will be
able to take exotic holidays, buy branded goods and have top of the range foreign cars. But what
will life be like in your old age. What comfort will you derive from your sports car and designer
shoes? None whatsoever.

Until the modern era most people recognised the need and the desirability of having a family. It was
the norm across the world to get married and have several children. You were an outlier if you
rejected this. But now, especially in the developed and developing word it is becoming far more
common for people to reject the traditional model. People are frequently delaying marriage or
choosing not to marry at all. This is understandably having a knock on impact on the number of
babies being born. According to recent UN and Our World in Data estimates (2025 data), about 118
countries have total fertility rates below the replacement level (2.1 births per woman). Or to put it
more simply these countries are not having enough children to maintain their populations. South
Korea as you all know tops the list. It has the lowest fertility rate in the world.

We might also include here the attitude we see towards abortion. The bible regards life as being a
wonderful blessing given by God.
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All human life is precious because all of us are made in God's image. This is what Christians
believe, but it is an opinion not shared by all, or even the majority. Across much of the world the
idea that unwanted or inconvenient human beings can be murdered is accepted and in many cases
lauded as being a woman's right. Abortion is one of many ways that we devalue human life and spit
in the face of God.

God as we have seen is frequently long-suffering and patient. But His patience is not infinite.
Eventually His divine judgment will fall. When it does woe betide those who carried out, supported,
endorsed or promoted the killing of babies.

Now you may be wondering how those eight people who got off the ark could possibly repopulate
the earth. Well actually it was the three sons Shem, Ham and Japheth who were responsible. Let me
go through and explain how it was possible.

We know that Shem lived to be 600 years old (Gen 11:11). We are not given a figure for either Ham
or Japheth. We might assume that they lived to a similar age. They were approximately 100 when
they left the ark. This gives them around 500 years in which to produce offspring. The bible tells us
that Shem had 5 sons but no figure is given for daughters (Gen 10:22). Japheth was the father of 6
sons and again no figure is give for daughters (Gen 10:2). And Ham was the father of 4 sons and
again no mention is given of daughters (Gen 10:6). For ease of calculation let's imagine that each
couple averaged six surviving children and that generations overlapped every 30 years. This would
mean that within just 32 generations (approx 800 years) the world population would exceed 1
billion people!

It would appear that the eight people who exited the ark took heed of God's command and all
played their part.
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2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird
of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your
hand. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as
the green herbs.

When we think back to the original creation event it seems as if there was perfect harmony between
man and the animals. Whilst it was true that man was given the mandate to control or subdue the
natural world this was not a challenge because the animals co-operated. There were good relations
between man and beast. They enjoyed being in our presence and were neither timid nor afraid.

The horse would willingly let Adam climb up onto its back and carry him through the garden. The
porcupine would let Eve use it as hairbrush! But now, in the post flood world things are to be very
different. From this time on animals will be fearful of man and will flee from our presence. Moses
tells us that this fear will be universal. Every beast on the land, bird in the air and fish in the sea will
depart from us in terror. The Hebrew word used for “fear” is “morah” which can also mean “terror.”
The term translated as “dread” in our English bibles is a little weak. The original Hebrew refers to
something that is “broken” or “shattered.” This better sums up what has happened to the
harmonious relationship we once enjoyed with the animals. It once was good but now it is broken

There is a very good reason why the animals began to fear man. They are fearful because God is
lifting the prohibition against eating flesh. Prior to this time everyone happily munched on salad. It
was tomataoes for breakfast, cucumber for lunch and lettuce for dinner. But from now on MEAT is
on the menu. I want you to note just how extensive that menu is. Look at what it includes. In verse 3
God tells us that He is giving us all things that move as a food source. Every beast, fish, bird and
creeping thing is permissible to eat.

We might not want to eat all of them, and in many cases they might not be that tasty, but if the need
arises we can consume all things. This means that we need to make the careful distinction between

“permitted” and “mandated.” We are permitted to eat whatever we want but are not mandated to do
so. So I'll leave all the acorn jelly to you.

At his time there were no laws regarding clean and unclean animals. Noah had been given some
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instructions regarding sacrifice but not as regards diet. Often I think we take this for granted. What
a wonderful blessing this actually is. God has given us a pantry full to the brim with things to eat.
Pork, beef, lobster, crab, chicken, turkey, squirrel and crickets. And of course it is not only all the
animals. We can still eat all the plants, herbs and vegetables too.

There are some today, particularly in fringe Christian groups who promote the idea that we should
still live under the Old Testament dietary laws. Now, people are at liberty to live as they wish when
it comes to what they consume. They can freely chose to eat certain foods and to abstain from other
kinds of foods. What they are not at liberty to do is to try and impose their dietary choices on me
(Romans 14, Col 2:16). Or condemn the choices I make by saying I am falling into sin if I don't
follow their regulations. They are simply wrong in their understanding that the Mosaic dietary laws
still apply today.

In actual fact the only people who were ever under dietary laws were those Israelites living under
the Mosaic Laws. At the time of the original creation there were no such laws. We, who now live in
the church age are not bound to the Mosaic food laws. In 1 Timothy 4 we read,

3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of
God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; (1 Tim 4:3-4)

The Apostle Paul is reminding us here that all the animals God created are good and therefore can
be enjoyed as food. This same sentiment is also expressed in the Book of Acts (10:9-16). So, my
message to all of you today is as follow. Eat and enjoy the good things God has given us.

There is also another beneficial reason why God instilled in animals a fear of man. It's to do with
diet but not the one you may be thinking of. It's actually a good thing that in most cases animals
avoid human beings. This is because for carnivorous animals we would be on their menus. An
unarmed human being is no match for a tiger, lion, bear, crocodile or shark. Since we can't run that
fast, do not possess sharp teeth or claws and are not particularly strong we would make a very tasty
snack for any of the previously mentioned animals. So it's actually a blessing that God instilled this
instinct in animals to avoid us. Despite this we still have the promise that we will have the upper
hand. We will maintain our superiority over the beasts. This is because we have intellect, cunning
and a collective will. Individually we may be weak but when we co-operate we become very
powerful. One man would struggle to kill a T-Rex. But ten men working together with nets, ropes
and weapons could succeed. Animals will thankfully never have this ability. Imagine if all the
animals in Africa got together and decided to fight against humanity. In sounds rather like the
premise for a third rate science fiction novel. Hippos, lions, crocodiles, meerkats and hyenas
ganging up to launch raids against African villages.

So God permits Noah to catch and eat whatever he wants in the post-flood world. But there is one
prohibition. That is spelled out in the following verse.
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4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
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As we saw in the previous verse man now has God's blessing to eat anything that moves. But God
has to step in first and give them a prohibition. Before you get too carried away with this new-found
right to eat meat you need to recognise and value the sacredness of animal life. God is not opposed
to us eating animals but He is against us wantonly killing animals for fun or sport. We can kill to eat
but not spill blood unnecessarily.

There is a second more practical health concern that lies behind this prohibition.

Meat is potentially harmful. Therefore God is warning Noah and all future generations to be very
careful with how you handle and eat it. Look at what God tells him. You can eat the flesh of any
creature but you must avoid drinking or consuming the animal's blood. Later the Israelites would be
required to carefully drain all the blood from the flesh before it could be cooked and consumed.

Here the teaching seems to be to not eat raw or live meat. Yes, as hard is it may be to believe there
were ancient cultures who cut flesh off of living things and ate it raw. In many other cultures it was
quite normal and not the least bit uncouth to eat the still-bleeding uncooked flesh of a slaughtered
animal.

Why you might ask does God give such a prohibition. There are I think two underlying reasons for
this. There is both a spiritual and a physical dimension.

Spiritually speaking there has always been a sacredness associated with blood. It was only through
the shedding of blood that one could attain atonement for sin (2 Chronicles 29:24; Hebrews 9:22).
So God wanted to ensure that the blood of the sacrifices was always considered precious. Therefore
in order to maintain the people’s appreciation of the sacrifices, God could not allow blood to
become common everyday food.

The physical dimension relates to health and hygiene. The fact that God gives Noah this warning is
actually a blessing. We live in a fallen and corrupt world. A world governed by the principle of
entropy (the gradual disintegration of things over time). That corruption can be witnessed in all
living organisms. The once perfect creation is now prone to mutations, bacteria's, viruses and
parasites many of which are carried and transmitted through the blood. Such knowledge would not
have been available to Noah. Today, thanks to the use of powerful microscopes we are able to detect
these things in the blood. We know the hazards and yet every year hundreds of thousands are made
sick and even die from eating undercooked or poorly handled meat. One website I consulted said
that an estimated 2.4 million cases of foodborne illness occur in the UK every year. Not all of these

are related to meat products but a considerable number are. So just how potentially dangerous is
blood?

Here's a brief list of some of the numerous blood-borne infections.
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Bacterial infections Syphilis
Brucellosis
Leptospirosis

Parasitic infections Malaria
Babesiosis
Toxoplasmosis
Chagas Disease

Other infections Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease
Ebola

Marburg Virus

Viral infections Hepatitis B

Hepatitis C

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
Human T-Lymphotropic Virus (HTLV)
Cytomegalovirus

That's a VERY scary list. God's message should be clear. Eating meat is a good and beneficial thing.
But handle it with care.

I suppose the practical question you might have is where do we stand on this issue today. On the
screen you can see a British delicacy known as “black pudding.” It might sound like a chocolate
dessert but it is in fact a savoury dish made out of congealed pig or on occasion cow's blood. It is
formed into a sausage, sliced and fried in a pan. It's delicious and is usually served as part of an
English breakfast. The question is should British Christians avoid eating black pudding? Or what
about in other countries where products made with blood are consumed. What about soondae here
in Korea. Or tiet canh a Vietnamese dish that uses raw blood in a dish with cooked lean pork. We
might also mention daranak in the Philippines which is a rice dish cooked in pigs blood.

As I have said previously now that we are living under Grace in the church age we are at liberty to
eat whatever we wish. Biblically speaking there is nothing that we can consume that would be
considered a sin. We should probably avoid foods that we offered to a pagan idol as a matter of
principle. Although for most of us that's not likely to be an issue. And we should eat in a way that is
considerate of others. If others are offended by what we eat, or it is likely to harm their walk with
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the Lord we should be considerate of them. If you find my enjoyment of black pudding gross or
offensive I'll not eat it when you are present.

So my advice to people contemplating this subject would be as follows. You can eat these things if
your conscience is not troubled by it. But you should also be aware of the health risks and concerns
associated with certain foods and act accordingly.
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5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will

require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the
life of man.

In the previous verse God gave Noah instructions regarding the shedding of animal blood. He shifts
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now to address a far more important area concerning the shedding of blood. The spilling of human
blood in the form of murder. God had filled animals with a fear of man. Now he sought to instil in
man a fear of Him and what He would do to murderers.

When it came to the treatment of other people following creation human beings did not have a good
track record. What was the very first sin committed in the bible? It is the sin of murder, Cain took
the life of his brother Abel (Gen 4:8). A short while later one of Cain's descendant's Lamech killed a
young man and bragged about it (Gen 4:23-24). We also know that God's decision to blot out all
life on earth was based upon the fact that the people at that time were filled with all kinds of
violence (Gen 6:11,13).

So God is now instituting a new command. One that had not preciously existed. Cain had not been
made to forfeit his life for the murder of his brother. But murderers from now on would face capital
punishment. God, we read will require a “reckoning.” This means that those who take another's life
will from a legal or judicial perspective have to account for their act before God.

The Lord is speaking here as a judge who exacts a strict and severe penalty for infraction of a
sacred law. From this time on the “account” can only be settled or compensated with an offering of
equal value. If you take another's life your own will be forfeit in compensation. Isn't this system
entirely fair and just. Why should a murderer get to enjoy the rest of their lives even if incarcerated
when they have taken the precious life of another.

Today many people feel uncomfortable about capital punishment. There are a number of possible
reasons for this. They might cite studies that show that it is not an effective deterrent to would be
killers. This may be the case. However it is difficult to gauge exactly how would be murderers are
affected by the prospect of punishment. One must assume that they believed themselves to be clever
enough to get away with it. Or that a murder was a rash act done in the heat of the moment without
any regard for the potential punishment.

Capital punishment is VERY effective in one regard. Murderers who are tried and then executed for
their crimes can never go on to kill anyone else. It also removes the burden of housing and feeding
such people from the taxpayer.

Others might be worried over whether we might execute an innocent person. We all know from time
to time that there are miscarriages of justice. A completely innocent person is wrongly convicted.
This of course is a concern. The fact that there have been and still are injustices in a legal

system does not however justify doing away with capital punishment. Rather, the system needs to
be improved so that innocent people are not put to death and guilty people are.

Still others might think that we cannot trust a government, because it is they who are tasked with
the duty of carrying out capital punishment. As we read here, it is by the hands of other men that
capital punishment is to be carried out. God is not intending to zap people with lightening bolts.
Might corrupt government use the death penalty to dispatch and silence those that oppose them?
Again in certain places this might be an issue. As with the previous argument this is not a valid
reason to curtail capital punishment. Instead, we should look to eradicate corruption and elect
leaders who are honest and serve the interests of the people.

In saying all this we should never lose sight of the real reason God gave us this command. It was to
protect and preserve the value of human life. That is what concerns God and should concern us.
Who are we to argue against an all wise and all knowing God.

Now some at this point might raise the issue of the Mosaic Law and say that there were other
offences for which the death sentence could be applied. This is indeed true.

The Mosaic Law proscribed the death penalty for several other crimes in addition to murder. You
could be killed for working on the sabbath (Exod 35:2), cursing your father or mother (Lev 20:9),
committing adultery (Lev 20:10), engaging in incest (Lev 20:11-12), the perversion of sodomy (Lev
20:13, 15-16), false prophesying (Deut 13:1-10), Idolatry (Deut 17:2-7), juvenile delinquency (Deut
21:18-21), committing a rape (Deut 22:25), keeping an ox that had killed a human being (Exod.
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21:29), kidnapping (Exod 21:16), and for permitting the intrusion of a foreigner into a sacred place
or office (Num1:51; 3:10, 38; 17:7).

Why then do we not enact the death sentence for these things today? You might think, as I do that
some of the above are worthy of the death sentence. The answer to this question is surprisingly
simple. These were all given as part of the Mosaic Law. This ended with the Lord Jesus Christ.
However the punishment of death for those guilty of murder came before the Mosaic Law.
Therefore it did not end as the other laws did with the fulfilment of all things by the Messiah.

We are also told in this verse that God requires the same from an animal that harms a human. Since
human life is sacred a high price must be paid for taking it. If an animal takes the life of a human
being the animal is to be killed.

That animal has crossed the boundary of fear and dread that animals should have toward people.
Therefore it must be put to death.

Let me read what the Mosaic Law has to say on this subject.

“If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall surely be stoned, and its flesh
shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 29 But if the ox tended to thrust
with its horn in times past, and it has been made known to his owner, and he has not kept it
confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also
shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:28).

So once again we should look to discover the blessing for people that lies behind this command.
What message does God want us to take from this? What God is demanding is that the owners of
animals be responsible and properly house and secure their animals. God's interest always lies in
protecting people and preserving life.

Let us read on and see why God requires so high a price. This is outlined in the following verse.
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6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood,
By man his blood shall be shed;
For in the image of God

He made man.

In the previous verse as we have seen God declared that, from this point on He would require an
account or reckoning whenever a human life was ended by man or animal. Here that reckoning is
spelled out in crystal clear terms. Anyone, man or beast found guilty of this act is to be killed. As I
am sure you all appreciate the poetic language of the “shedding of blood” refers to death.

God then goes on to give a specific reason for why He has given this new command. It is as |
mentioned before because human life is precious and sacred. Human beings are made in God's
image (Genesis 1:26-27). This means that to take another person's life is the ultimate crime one can
commit. Since God values human life so highly He will not allow the taking of life to stand without
the killer giving an account.

There are of course exceptions which are catered for in the law. The killing which takes place
during a war for example. We don't apply capital punishment for soldiers who kill enemy
combatants. We also distinguish between murder and manslaughter. We accept that a life can
sometimes be taken by accident without deliberate intent. We also carefully consider the
circumstances surrounding those who unwittingly kill in self defence of themselves or others.

This command also serves to remind us that human life is valued above animal life in God's eyes.
Animal life is important to the Lord but it is never equal to the value He places on human life. Men
were allowed to kill and eat animals, but men or animals who killed a person would themselves be
killed. This is not to suggest that we can abuse or torture animals. We should respect and care for
the creatures God has made and with whom we share the planet. But it is useful for us to remember
to prioritise human life above all else.

Let us conclude out study for today with the following verse.
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7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply;
Bring forth abundantly in the earth
And multiply in it.”

This verse neatly brings to a close this particular section by restating what God said back in verse 1.
Those that left the ark were given the command to be fruitful and multiply. This was their job and
they were do it with vigour. They could be assured by this promise that God would enable this to
take place. God would grant them the ability to produce abundantly. Its right and proper that we
remember the true origin of life. It always comes as a gracious gift of God.

Next week, Lord willing we will look at the covenant God cut with Noah.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons for us to learn from today's passage of scripture.
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1 Valuing life as God does

Sometimes as human beings we need a reminder of what is really important. We can all too easily
get caught up in our own interests and affairs and forget about the needs of others. We can at times
forget where the real value lies. Allow me to give you an example.

When the US and coalition forces left Afghanistan in 2021 news spread that at least 130 dogs were
going to be left behind. These were not working dogs (military canines) but were the pets of
contractors and other workers who for obvious reasons could not take them. People in the UK and
other countries were outraged. How inhumane to leave these poor animals to who knows what fate.
Plans were made to charter aircraft and stage a rescue mission. Great effort and expense was taken
to rescue these dogs. In fact the news cycle in the UK was dominated by a former Royal Marine
named Pen Farthing and his plans to rescue the dogs. I wondered at the time whether there was
quite the same concern for the orphans, widows or other needy people who were also stranded in
Afghanistan. I suspect they were rather ignored. You see to many in the west those strange brown

skinned people were of much less value than abandoned Yorkshire Terriers, German Shepherds and
Border Collies.

The truth is that we often let our own value system override that of Gods. We allow ourselves to
determine what is really of value and disregard God. In today's passage we learnt that to our
Heavenly Father we, human beings are the most precious and valuable. We are made in His image
and thus have unmeasurable value. So if our value system had gone awry it is time to reorient it. To
get it in line with God's. Let us love and care for people as God commands.
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2 Be thankful for God's generous bounty

What an amazing array of food God has blessed us with. God might have given us a very bland
selection of foods. We could survive quite well on a rather bland and boring diet. But our creator
God is an awesome provider. He has given us sweet, and sour, bitter, salty, hard and soft. We have a
whole range of different tastes and textures to delight and excite. Part of the fun of travelling to
other countries is getting to experience the different cuisine. No matter how long we live we will
never get to savour all the wonderful variety of food that God has given us. All too often we take
the Lord's bounty for granted. It's good then for us to stand back from time to time and be
appreciative for all that God has given to us. Lord, we thank you for your excessive bounty. How
generous you are to such undeserving creatures.
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	That's a VERY scary list. God's message should be clear. Eating meat is a good and beneficial thing. But handle it with care.

