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Scripture: Genesis 8:20-22

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean
bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the LoRD smelled a soothing aroma.
Then the LoRrD said in His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake,
although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every
living thing as I have done.

22 “While the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest,

Cold and heat,

Winter and summer,

And day and night

Shall not cease.”
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Review — Noah's deliverance — Genesis 8:13-19

Today we are going to bring the story of the global flood and its aftermath to an end. We will look at
what Noah did once he had ushered the animals out of the ark and then descended. However before
we get into that let us review how the the global flood came to its conclusion.

Noah along with his family and all the animals had been onboard the ark for almost a year. It had
been some time since the rains had abated and the fountains of the deep had stopped belching out
water. However given the immense volume of water that had covered the whole earth it would take
some considerable time for the ground to become dry enough to enable them to disembark.

Noah we are told removed the covering from the ark in order to take in the surroundings. As I said
last week this is the first time that a “covering” is mentioned. I am imagining some kind of rain
proof awning that allowed the rain to run off the sides of the ark. I think it functioned in the same
way that a flysheet does on a tent today. The removal of this cover allowed Noah to see more
clearly and assess the situation. The ground was drying rapidly but it was still too early to safely
leave. Noah patiently waited for another 56 days before making a second assessment. Much to his
own and probably everyone else's relief the ground had now dried sufficiently.

It is at this point that God speaks to Noah. He tells him that it is indeed time for him along with all
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the animals to leave. The ark was only ever intended as a temporary shelter. Although Noah and the
animals had come to depend upon it as a place of refuge and shelter for over a year it was now time
to say goodbye. A lifeboat only holds those in peril until they can be brought into a place of greater
safety.

God's plan to all on the ark is very clear. Once they disembark they are to be fruitful and multiply.
This command applied to both the animals and the human occupants of the ark. The work of
repopulating the earth rested on these eight people. This then was not the time to be selfish and
think only of yourself.

The bible makes it appear as if the exit was done in a careful and orderly way. This is entirely
consistent with what we know about the character of God. He is a God of order and control. It
seems highly unlikely that Noah just threw open the doors and shooed the animals down the ramp. I
rather think he released the animals in a controlled and careful way. He certainly wanted to avoid
the shrews being trampled on by the dinosaurs.

So everyone exited the ark. They stepped off the ark into what we might describe as being a newly
reformed world. It must have looked quite barren and bleak. There would have been some grass and
plant life but it was still in it infancy. It seems unlikely that any of the trees and forests survived the
deluge. Therefore it would have been a desolate landscape without trees. Think Iceland. The seeds
had survived however and over time trees and other forms of vegetation would emerge.

Many plants can survive long periods underwater. Tests have shown that seeds can retain viability
even after extended submersion in water or burial in sediment. Let me give you an example of just
how resilient seeds can be. This is taken from an article that appeared in the Smithsonian magazine
in 2020. The article outlines how researchers in Israel successfully germinated ancient date palm
seeds that were close to 2000 thousand years old. The 34 seeds, found at the fortress of Masada and
other archaeological sites eventually germinated into 6 trees.

(https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/scientists-grew-palm-trees-2000-year-old-seeds-
180974164/)

The post-deluge world not only looked different to the world of the antediluvian period but it also
had a different ecosystem. The “new” world was akin in some ways to the world we live in today. It
was prone to bouts of inclement weather. From this time on rain, winds, snow and ice would
become the norm. The globe also now possessed regions that experience extremes of hot and cold.
In the pre-flood world the earth enjoyed a uniformly warm temperature along with far higher
oxygen levels.

This meant that the animals exiting the ark would need to adapt to a more hostile environment.
Some, sadly were not able to make the necessary adjustments and became extinct. Many more
however adapted and thrived. Over time the initial two of each animal, bird and creeping thing kind
produced further kinds and this was how we came to have the variety of creatures we now enjoy.
The two original cats that God sent to Noah eventually produced through the process of speciation
the tigers, panthers, jaguars, cervals, cheetahs, ocelots and domesticated cats we share the planet
with today.

Today we are going to look at what Noah did once he had left the ark.
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20 Then Noah built an altar to the LorD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean
bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

Let me begin by asking you a question. What is your first response to receiving good news?

Imagine that you are called into your bosses' office early one morning. They tell you that they have
been very happy with standard of your work over the past few weeks. It has been decided that you
deserve a substantial pay rise. What is the first thing you do upon hearing this wonderful news? Do
you do a little dance of joy? Do you immediately call your spouse to tell them the good news? Do
you make a reservation at the expensive restaurant in town you've always wanted to try? Or do you
go to a quiet place and offer a prayer of thanks to God?

The question probably ought to be not what do you do, but what should you do? When we phrase it
like that the answer becomes obvious. Our most immediate response in such a situation should be to
thank God for His gracious mercy.

Here in verse 20 we get Noah's immediate response to God's safe provision of him and his family
through the flood. Let's examine what he does.

The verse starts with the word “then.” This serves to connects what we are about to read with what

preceded it. Verse 19 ends by telling us that Noah and all the animals left the ark. And “then,” Noah
built an altar. The point I'm labouring to emphasise is that Noah chose to build an altar the moment

he exited the ark.

Before looking at what he did let's run through some the possibilities regarding what he might have
done. It would be understandable that after more than a year confined on a boat, albeit a big one that
he'd just want to savour the fresh air. A little time just lying on the grass and looking up at the sun.
Or perhaps he had a little more energy and liked the idea of climbing up into nearby the mountains
to enjoy a moment of quiet reflection. It's also possible that he wanted to enjoy some quiet time
with his wife. But he resisted any of these urges in order to focus on something far more important.

He knew that the proper thing to do before anything else was to offer up a sacrifice or an offering to
God.

In order to do this he built an altar. This is the first mention of an altar being built in scripture. We
know that public worship of Yahweh had been done in the pre-flood world. The story of Cain and
Abel begins with them making offering (sacrifices) to God. But whether these sacrifices were made
on an altar is not mentioned. Before we look in some detail at what Noah did I want to say
something about this post-flood world. This will help put Noah's actions into some perspective.

We often misunderstand the reality of the immediate post-flood world. We tend to assume that as
soon as the water disappeared the world was magically transformed back to its perfect natural state.
If you've ever visited or seen somewhere that has just experienced a severe flood you will know this
is not the reality. It is quite some time before things return to normal.

Our distorted view of the post-deluge world is not helped by the picture book images we were
shown as children. Children's bibles typically show Noah standing by his altar in a lush green world
flanked by a rainbow. This simply would not have been Noah's experience. The world had been
devastated by the flood. The life had been suffocated from it and the very crust of the earth had
been twisted and upturned. So be under no illusion. It was far from being a recreation of the Garden
of Eden. I say these things so that we can properly put into perspective Noah's act. If he had stepped
off the ark into a second paradise we could perhaps more readily understand his response.

But to understand that he walked out into world that had been destroyed and yet he still thanked
God shows us what kind of man he truly was. What we might ask was the basis for Noah's
gratitude?

Noah's gratitude came from the understanding that God's hand of divine judgement had not fallen
upon him and his family. When he had entered the ark the world was home to millions maybe even
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billions of people. Now just eight human beings remained. Had they done anything to deserve such
grace? Of course not. Although Noah was a just and righteous man he was not perfect. God's
standards lest we ever forget are perfection in all things. Noah then was in no position to expect
God to save Him. This means that Noah, just like all of us was fully dependent upon God's grace to
save him. It was the recognition of this reality that propelled him to build an altar and offer a
sacrifice.

Once the stone or rock altar was built Noah began to make the sacrifices. We are told that he took
of every clean animal and of every clean bird. I want you to take careful note of the word
“every.” Now we do not know exactly how many animals went on the ark.

During this study we have been using the estimate made by John Woodmorappe in his feasibility
study. He suggested that Noah took approximately 16,000 animals and birds onto the ark. A large
number of these would have been considered unclean. The distinction between clean and unclean
has not, please excuse the pun been fully “fleshed” out yet. God would give fuller details to Moses
in Leviticus (chp 11) and Deuteronomy (chp 14). Generally speaking the dietary laws were focused
on what it was permissible to eat. The things you could eat were clean, everything else was inedible
and hence unclean.

Some of the animals identified as being clean in Leviticus 11 include the following. Land animals
that chew the cud and have a divided hoof. Among this group would be cows, deer, goats, and
sheep. Certain kinds of seafood provided it possessed both fins and scales. Salmon, carp, mackerel
and anchovies (among others) were fine to consume. Birds, including chickens, doves, and ducks
could also be enjoyed. And even some insects were considered clean, you were safe to eat
grasshoppers and locusts.

Some of the animals considered unclean included animals that either do not chew the cud or do not
have a split hoof. This puts pigs, dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, and rats off the menu. God's people
were also not allowed to snack on any sea creatures lacking either fins or scales. So no shellfish,
lobster, crabs, oysters, and catfish. Birds of prey such as owls, hawks, and vultures could also not be
eaten along with reptiles and amphibians.

We know from our previous studies that Noah brought extra clean animals onto the ark. The
unclean animals came in pairs but the clean animals came in sevens. There is actually some debate
surrounding how many clean animals Noah took. The Hebrew phrase translated “seven pairs”
literally means “seven sevens.” So it might mean three pairs and one odd specimen (7 in total) or
seven pairs (14 in total). If it is the first then Noah sacrificed the seventh specimen. If it is the
second then perhaps Noah sacrificed one or two of the clean animals and birds. Whichever of these
is true it still means that a very large number of animals were sacrificed.

Now, let's take a moment to consider this offering from Noah's vantage point. He knew that the
animals that were with him on the ark were the only animals still in existence. Rather like with
critically endangered species today this made them very precious. God had told him that upon their
release they were to go out and repopulate the earth. So perhaps the thought crossed Noah's mind
that maybe he should offer only a modest sacrifice. Might it be wise to hold back some of the
animals and just offer God a limited offering. But that's not what we see happening. Noah did not
hold back. He made a lavish sacrifice trusting completely that God would enable the repopulation to
take place.

Let us turn next to consider the form of sacrifice Noah employed. If you have read the Old
Testament and in particular the Book of Leviticus you will be aware that God called for various
types of sacrifice. There are five main types of sacrifices highlighted in the Old Testament. They are
as follows.

1 The burnt offering (Leviticus 1; 6:8—13; 8:18-21; 16:24)

2 |The grain offering (Leviticus 2; 6:14-23)
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3 The peace offering (Leviticus 3; 7:11-34)
4 The sin offering (Leviticus 4; 5:1-13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22)
5  |The trespass offering (Leviticus 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-6)

Each of these sacrifices involved certain elements and had to be carried out in a specific way. In
every case either an animal or the fruit of the field (grain etc) would be offered up to the Lord. Each
of the sacrifices also served a slightly different purpose though there was some degree of overlap.
We are told specifically that Noah offered a “burnt offering.” A burnt offering sometimes referred to
as a whole burnt offering is one of the oldest and most commonly employed methods of sacrifice
found in scripture.

It is possible that Abel made this kind of sacrifice (Gen 4:4) although it is not specifically identified
as such. This then is the first time the actual term is used. Much later when God gave Moses
instruction as to how He wanted to be worshipped burnt offerings became an essential component.
They were the offerings made in the tabernacle and later the temple at both the morning and the
evening time of sacrifice.

A burnt offering was different to the other forms of offering in one distinct way. In most cases the
priest offering the sacrifice, or the worshipper coming before the Lord consumed a part of the
offering themselves. What could be consumed and by whom varied from sacrifice to sacrifice. For
example the peace offering was shared between three parties. Part of the offering was placed on the
altar (given to God), part was taken by the priests, and the person offering the sacrifice took the
final part. The fat and certain organs were burned on the altar, the breast and right thigh were given
to the priests. The offerer and his family could eat the remaining meat, but it had to be consumed
within a specified time.

However with a burnt or a whole burnt offering as the name suggests it was all offered up or burnt.
In fact the Hebrew word that is used to describe this sacrifice (olah) means to “ascend” to “go up”or
literally “to go up in smoke.” Let me just re-emphasize that point. In a burnt offering the whole
animal minus its hide is burnt or consumed by the flames. All of it is given to the Lord and nothing
is held back.

What did the burnt offering symbolise? Through the complete burning of the animal sacrifice,
worshippers acknowledged their need for atonement while expressing wholehearted devotion to
God. According to the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia burnt offerings were,

“The most solemn of the sacrifices, and symbolized worship in the full sense, i.e. adoration,
devotion, dedication, supplication, and at times expiation.”

As I pointed out before a burnt offering meant giving everything to the Lord. Therefore it
symbolized your complete dedication and devotion to Him.

In giving everything you were putting yourself entirely in God's hands and in doing so trusting Him
to provide for all your needs.

So what Noah is doing here is acting as a priest here on behalf of not only himself but also his entire
family. He is interceding on their behalf. In making this kind of sacrifice to God he is demonstrating
in a visceral way that they are giving everything to the Lord. They are completely and
unconditionally dedicating themselves to His service.

A burnt offering was also used as a way of seeking atonement. You used this form of sacrifice if you
sought reconciliation with God. Now it is certainly true that the other sacrifices such as the sin
offering and the guilt offering did have specific sin-related functions. However the burnt offering
had a broader, all-encompassing significance in restoring and maintaining a right relationship with
God. So Noah is making this lavish sacrifice because he knows that he and his family are sinners.
Whilst they were in the ark and even in their lives before they fell way short of God's standard.
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They saw first-hand God's divine justice on the world first hand and recognised that they in truth
deserved the same. They were grateful that God had shown them grace and spared them.
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21 And the Lorp smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LoORD said in His heart, “I will never

again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from
his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

We read here the wonderful account of how God responded to Noah's sacrifice. We are told that
God “smelled” the soothing aroma that arose from the sacrificial fire. You may be interested to learn
that this is the only time Scripture shows God explicitly smelling the aroma from a sacrifice.
However it is clearly the case that He did “smell” the many other sacrifices described in the Bible.

What do you need in order to smell? Obviously you need a nose. Does this means that God has a
nose? The answer of course is that He does not. Once again Moses is employing anthropomorphic
language to help us comprehend something important about a transcendent being. The term
anthropomorphic is a compound word derived from the Greek words "anthropos" (human) and
"morphe" (form). It occurs when the biblical writers attribute human characteristics, emotions, or
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intentions to God. This as I'm sure you realise is a frequent device used throughout the bible. Any
time we read of God's hands, arms eyes, face and nose for example we are reading anthropomorphic
language.

So God doesn't have a nose but He is able to acknowledge Noah's offering. In this instance He is
pleased. The concept of an "aroma pleasing to the LORD" is a recurring theme throughout the Old
Testament, particularly in the context of sacrifices and offerings. It is frequently found in the
Pentateuch, especially in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. It is often associated with
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and other sacrifices prescribed by the Mosaic Law. Let me give you
a couple of examples.

And you shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LoRD; it is a sweet
aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. (Exodus 29:18)

but he shall wash its entrails and its legs with water. And the priest shall burn all on the altar
as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LLORD. (Leviticus 1:9)

Learning that God was pleased with the smell of Noah's sacrifice indicates that He finds it
acceptable or satisfactory. This perhaps should not surprise us. As I just explained Noah's sacrifice
was very generous and clearly heartfelt. Noah held nothing back. He gave all to the Lord.

We must acknowledge that God looks beyond the thing offered and assesses the heart of the giver.
Often human beings make what appears to be a very generous offering. We might be wowed by
how generous someone has been. God might not be so impressed. Imagine if someone donated 100
million won to the church. How kind, what a devoted believer they must be. In some churches such
people are lauded and esteemed. A plaque is put on the wall, a room or wing is named in their
honour. It's a practice with which I'm not comfortable. What you give to the Lord is between you
and Him. I don't want to see a list showing who has given what amount.

There's actually a good reason for this. Publishing lists or making known what people give can
sometimes lead to offerings being made with the wrong heart intent. The heart or motivation behind
the offering is not right. It's made from a man centred and not God centred perspective. God wants
us to give generously, but not because we are trying to impress Him or others. We can never buy,
earn to try to bribe God into favouring us with our offerings.

This was clearly not the case with Noah. His offering came from the right heart place and won
God's approval. This fact also tell us something very important about the God we serve. It tells us
that He is active and engaged in the affairs of human beings. In some religious systems such as in
Deism God exists but is distant and disinterested in the affairs of His creation. The “god” of Deism
would be unmoved and unconcerned by a heartfelt sacrifice. This is not the God of the bible. The
God we love remains active and still intervenes in the world. That is why we pray for ourselves and
others. If God did not hear, or chose to ignore our petitions what would be the purpose of prayer.

Let us look at God's response to Noah's sacrifice and the prayer for deliverance that undergirded it.
Then the LoRD said in His heart,

What does it mean when we “say something in our hearts?” It is a figure of speech we use to
indicate that this is a “silent promise” we make with ourselves. It's not something we say audibly.
So God is not making a pact or a covenant with Noah here. What He is doing is making a promise
or a vow with Himself. What does He promise?

“I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake,

Do you remember what God said to Adam after he rebelled and disobeyed God's command not to
eat the fruit from the tree of life? God told him that from this time on the ground would be cursed. It
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would be a struggle to cultivate the land and grow food. The ground that had once co-operated
would now be stubborn and unyielding (Gen 3:17-19). This curse was further re-emphasised when
Cain killed his brother Abel (Gen 4:11-12). The curse God placed upon the ground is ongoing.
Farming remains hard work today because of the curse. In fact the curses and their effects will not
be removed until the Lord Jesus Christ's return to rule and reign in glory (Rev 22:3).

However God in His grace promised not to increase or add to the ground curse that was already in
place. We are grateful given how difficult it is to work the land that God showed us this mercy and
not add to our affliction. God's generosity is particularly noteworthy when we read what He says
next.

although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth;

My daughter has recently begun an elective course at her university on philosophy. I often quiz her
on what they have been discussing in class.

She told me recently that one of the topics for debate was on the nature and origin of evil. Why do
people do bad and wicked things? As a Christian this is an easy question to answer. It's not so easy
for atheists to answer. From the Christian perspective people do evil things because they have
inherited a sinful nature. They are born with an evil disposition. We instinctively know this to be
true. We don't need to be taught how to sin and do bad things. Its already there lurking within us.

The global flood turned the physical world upside down and in essence pressed the reset button.
But, it did not reset the fallen state of mankind. Noah had been born with a sin nature. He passed
that on to his sons; Shem Ham and Japheth. They in turn passed it on to all their offspring.

God of course is well aware of this. He is acknowledging here that human nature has not been
changed by the flood. We are born sinners and our hearts delight in rebellion against our creator.
Despite this God makes a very important vow.

Nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

Despite the fact that we are wicked sinners desiring of divine punishment God vows not to again
destroy all living things. He will not wipe out humanity and animal-kind with a global and fully
life-ending catastrophe as He did with the flood. Now it's important that we understand the
parameters of what God is saying here. This is not God saying that He's removing sin or wrath. He’s
not suggesting that he is curtailing His judgment. That from this time on He's stepping back and
letting us get on with things. Nor is He telling us that we are entering a world without cataclysm,
cause and effect, death and hell. All of these things as we know persist. What He is saying is that He
will never again initiate the destruction of the whole human race all at once.

Let us conclude our study today by looking at the following verse.
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22 “While the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest,

Cold and heat,

Winter and summer,

And day and night

Shall not cease.”

Verse 22 completes God's promise. It reveals something very interesting. We learn that from this
point in time until God remakes the heavens and the earth (Rev 21) we will see consistent repeated
patterns or cycles. Or to put it another way we not not experience an interruption of the cycle or
order of things as we did at the time of the flood. We should take great comfort from this promise.

Today here in Korea we are fortunate to be living in temperature controlled environments. No
matter the temperature outside we can be comfortable inside. Most of us are also disconnected from
the natural world. Nature is something going on outside the window. Because of this it is all too
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easy for us to take the regular patterns or cycles of nature for granted. We don't spend much (any)
time thinking about what the consequences would be if the summer was considerably longer and
hotter. Or if the winter dragged on for months and the temperatures barely rose above zero. We just
expect that the food that we require will be there on the supermarket shelves. We can be assured of
this fact because of the promise God reveals here.

Moses goes on to explain what these recurring patterns or cycles will be. We will always experience
seedtime and harvest. This is of course a reference to the seasons and how we grow and produce
the food we need at the appropriate time.

So what God is promising uninterrupted agricultural rhythm. We plant the seeds in spring and
harvest the fruit, vegetables and grains in autumn. Because this pattern continually recurs we can
rest assured that we will always be able to grow the food we need.

We will also endure times of cold and heat which are naturally manifested during the seasons of
winter and summer. Having God's assurance that this is part of His design should give us some
degree of comfort.

I recently read an article in the Chosun Daily in which they compared two blocks of 30 years to
gauge how the seasons have changed in Korea. By comparing the years 1912—1940 with 1995-2024
they discovered the following trend. The summer has extended by 25 days while winter has
shortened by 22 days. You've probably noticed this trend. Perhaps you worry that this pattern will
continue and that eventually winter will disappear altogether!

God's Word never promises that we won't experience variations or changing climatic conditions.
These are just part of the natural order. Throughout all human history there have been periods when
it got colder and conversely periods when got hotter. What God does promise is that the rhythms or
the cycles that we rely upon for our existence will not cease until He calls time.

We live in a world gripped with fear and anxiety regarding “global warming,” and “climate
change.” Or to be more accurate the fear of man-made climate change. You are of course entitled to
believe whatever you wish on this subject. I however remain deeply sceptical. I think that the
actions of human being play a miniscule role in the climate. In fact it's hubris to think that we are
driving the climate! The climate may well be changing but it's not because of us. This is not to say
that I don't think that we should be good stewards and show care and respect for this amazing planet
that God had given us.

Over the years I've listened to plenty of scientists and read numerous books debunking the claims
made by mainstream science (the consensus) regarding climate change. I actively seek out the kind
of information never broadcast on the mainstream. The truth is that when it comes to the “climate
emergency”’ we are getting a biased or distorted view. Often research that goes against the
“approved narrative” is censored or blocked completely. The approved narrative as I'm sure you are
aware is as follows,

“We are destroying the planet and unless we do something drastic we are all DOOMED.”

They want you to buy into the hoax of man-made climate change so that they can exert control over
you. That's what lies at the core of it. But even if you remain undecided over what to believe
consider this verse. Doesn't it remind you of who is ultimately in control? God has said that these
things will not cease. So who will you choose to believe man, or God who made and upholds all
things?

Finally we read that the time is divided into day and night. This speaks to to the continued rotation
of our planet. Sorry “flat-earthers” but we live on a spherically shaped planet.

The ultimate take-away from all this is the reassurance we should derive from this continuity.
Because God remains in control we can live without fear. We can plant with the expectation of a
harvest. When the long barren winter comes we can take reassurance in knowing that spring will
come. When it become blisteringly hot we know that eventually it will give way to cooler weather.

The days, weeks, months and years roll by. As we age it seems as if the whole process speeds up. In
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the blink of an eye our time upon the earth will be over. And yet through it all we take comfort in
the fact that God remains seated on His throne keeping His promises. If you ever feel fearful or
concerned about the future I encourage you to read and meditate upon the following verse.

“Blessed be the Lorp, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He
promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised through
His servant Moses. (1 Kings 8:56)

How good it is to know that what God promises He will accomplish.

Next week, Lord willing we will begin chapter 9 and look at God's promise to Noah.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons for us to learn from today's passage of scripture.

1 Where do our priorities lie?

They say that you can easily tell what a person really loves. You can discover this by carefully
watching what they do. People reveal who or what they love by how they spend their time and
money. It really is that simple. Mothers and fathers who love their children devote their time and
money to those children. Even if they are tired after work they make the time to play with them.
People that love golf spend their disposable income on the latest golfing equipment, and like to play
a round of golf whenever they can.

We can also tell a great deal about a Christian by what they prioritise in life. We can very accurately
assess just how committed they are by assessing where God fits in their priorities? To a nominal
believer God is probably quite far down the list. Many other things in life are more urgent or
pressing. This is why they don't attend church regularly, want to join a mission team or serve in the
church. It might infringe on the other “more important” things they have to do.

At the other extreme someone who is truly devoted to the Lord always puts Him at the top of their
list. Pleasing God and doing His will always comes first. Other things in life take a back seat to
serving God and doing what would please Him. We saw this modelled in our account today.

There was much to do in the post-flood world. There was land to farm, crops to plant, a house to
build and animals to care for. Noah might have easily prioritised these things before offering a
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sacrifice to God. He could, I'm sure have rationalised it by saying that he'd get around to dedicating
and devoting himself to the Lord when the more “important things” were done. This was not what
he did.

Noah knew that the most important thing was to thank God and devote himself and all he did to the
Lord. This was and will always remain priority number one.

So where does God lie in our priority list? Have we placed anything above Him? I certainly hope
not. May we all learn from the example of Noah and attend first to God before doing anything else.

10 (e) =

AIRIS0| FPHOR 19 ARRISHSAIS 27 2 4= QSLICH T AJRIO| SUES K BIISID O 4= QU2 ARISO|
ARHES O MX| 531 1 AfRIO| 92 ARSI KSR} K2 71 r

Sl S RO ARaHES OF2ZI0| EXRILICE EIn & MiTsjz Ao =0FS ARIS 2651 [} ZuE
A= ARISS GiREoR A Zm THIZ AR ARI0|0 [pch s Er)

0O &0l FRE PUolEX| 22 B2 48 € =+ USHEE IS ad2| 4=F0iIM Si-F=0] oEpf|
UEAIE 2H 50| 1S 715 4= UELIEL =] LRI Sl 0| =201 OHP O RN
UE WU 9| 20l SR T AfgobA-t St 20| B | MERILE 22 J52 ez n
Soi| SMolk| AL RO HOBIK| B wo| SALS S| po o ot RELIEE JZH| SIREH EE
"H 329K USS 0RO | HERILIEE

HICH= TPYOR TP Shiiok= AR 2 Sl 219 =201 SLEL S-S 7 AP Bl 0| 552
o= 20| QI ZPARILIEE Sh-tE 7 22S 7 BAP| Sti= 201 HiolH QR4o| CIE HE52 Akl
Lt 25 OPpP oM P2l= ORIt 255 ERELIE

S X2 MOl S 20| BIRSLIFE ZEOI0FS H0| 94T, KIS HOPF R, TS Am 7S SHop 7
SLE} =OK= S AP HAIS: E277| T01| O USS ANt QIS 2Rl I =TI 5881 9= S

=
Cton =0 SI-FPH| Shiiolt 2 4= QR SiERRIS = RUSHIEE SKRIZH 1= K| BREELH

LO0k= 71 Saot 242 St BAEE L AR p Xpto| BE= = EPH| HiKE 2432 ERUELEE 00|
O| &0l o2t Skt M P2 ZRLIEE

[0 HI0fN] S OTIof| AklLpre P2PIA| SI-IEECHH SRt 20| RELPe 224K P 1E HE
L 22| 25 LOR| 257 |2 Sl CIEE £ Er} HA SIS AV =5 SACL
2 Is our offering pleasing to the Lord?

Early every morning I go out for a brisk walk. It's a great way to start the day. The route I often
follow takes me past Anyang prison. As I walk past I can often smell the aroma emanating from the
kitchens. They are busy preparing food for the inmates. It is a pleasing aroma that makes me think
about breakfast.

In today's account we read that Noah's offering to God became a pleasing aroma to the Lord. What
this means was that God was happy and accepted what was offered. Noah lived in a time when one
sought favour with God through the sacrificial system. That system ended at the cross.

We are not offering animals on altar to God today. But did you realise that we are still offering up or
sacrificing something. It's not a goat, sheep or cow it is our lives.

So it's worth us pausing to think about how what we are offering to the Lord is being received. Is it
a pleasing aroma, or is God holding His nose?

What does a pleasing offering, or a life devoted to God look? Let's consider what makes our
sacrifice acceptable. We make ourselves pleasing to the Lord when we live in the way He
commands. We please Him therefore when we are faithful in our obedience to loving Him and
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loving others. He is happy when He is our number one priority and are living our lives with Him at
the centre. He is delighted when we are devoted to the spiritual pursuits. This demonstrates our
willingness to know and love Him more. In such circumstances He rewards us by drawing near. We
please Him when we support the church, give generously to those in need and take every
opportunity to share the gospel. Living like this helps make us a pleasing aroma before the Lord.
Let us all then seek and strive to live lives that are pleasing and acceptable to the Lord.
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