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Scripture: Genesis 8:13-19

13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of
the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of
the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. 14 And in the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons
and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is
with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they
may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out,
and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every animal, every creeping
thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of
the ark.
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Review — The deluge part 2 — Genesis 8:1-12

Today we are going to bring the epic story of the global flood to an end. But before we do let us
take a few moments to review some of the highlights from last week. We looked at the first 12
verses of chapter 8.

The chapter begins with Noah, his household and all the animals still on the ark. In fact, they have
been onboard for 157 days. In case you have forgotten let me briefly recap the flood chronology.
They spent a week on the ark before the fountains of the deep and the water from above actually
began to flow. There were then floating around for 150 days, or five months whilst the floodwaters
raged all around them. I made a point of highlighting that the arks only purpose was to float. So
presumably during this time the ark was carried wherever the wind and waves took it. Noah had
been hoping to stop off in Hawaii but when they go there he found it covered in water.

I also told you that the flood was far from being a peaceful event. Some have tried to teach that the
flood was a gentle, non-violent event. Aside from the fact that billions of people and animals
drowned of course!

The reality was that it was cataclysmic. The tectonic plates of the earth were in motion which would
have resulted in massive amounts of seismic activity. Volcanoes erupted and the planet was literally
shaken to its core.

As a result of this the earth deep beneath the floodwaters was being reshaped and reconfigured.
Eventually when the waters receded the post flood world would look very different to the one God
originally created.

As you can imagine all this turmoil would have resulted in big waves and rough seas. Had surfing
been a thing Noah could have been world champion. God as we saw in previous sermons had
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designed the perfect vessel to survive these waves. The arks precise ratio dimensions of 6:1 (length
to width) ensured that the ark was able to ride out the waves. Despite this Noah and his wife were
constantly having to administer sea-sickness medication in the ark's sick bay. Perhaps the rough
seas and stormy weather caused some concern for those on the ark. It would be entirely
understandable that as the waves battered against the ark that those inside might be fearful. If you've
ever been on a ship in rough weather it's a humbling experience. Maybe, just for the merest of
moments they wondered whether God had forgotten about them. This was of course not the case.

Verse number one of chapter 8 tells us that God “remembered” Noah. I spent a considerable amount
of time last week unpacking exactly what this meant. In case you missed last week's message, or
have forgotten it doesn't mean that God had literally forgotten Noah. God does not suffer with
memory loss. Sadly, as we get older we often lose some of our cognitive function. But NOT God.
God is omniscient. He knows all things and nothing ever slips His mind. So what exactly does it
mean when Noah uses an anthropomorphism to describe God's recollection of Noah.

What it means is that God is once again purposefully choosing to act, work or intervene on Noah's
behalf. He is bringing to mind the promises He made to Noah and beginning to fulfil them. God was
not only remembering Noah, but also all the animals that were with Him. They were important to
him too, and He had determined to save them along with Noah and His family.

The floodwaters have accomplished their purpose. All the living things that were on the planet are
now dead. So God makes a wind that will help in the evaporation of the water. This process is sped
up when God restrains the rain from heaven, and stops altogether the fountains of the deep. We are
now entering the long drying out process. It was a process that would take a further 150 days or 5
months to complete.

On the 17 day of the seventh month the ark came to its final resting place. This was 5 months after
the flood began. The ark ran aground somewhere on the mountains of Ararat. This general
description means that we cannot be certain where exactly the ark stopped. Some misread what the
bible tells us and assume that it is referring to Mount Ararat located in the far east of modern day
Turkey. It is possible that it was Mount Ararat, but we certainly cannot say with any certainty. I
spoke last time about some of the searches that have been undertaken to find the ark's remains. I
remain sceptical that we will ever find the remains of Noah's ark.

After a further 73 days the tops of the nearby mountains become visible. What a wonderful sight it
must have been to see these rocky peaks protruding from the water. This serves as the cue for Noah
to conduct an experiment. He will send out some birds to assess the full extent of the flood. The
first bird released is a raven. A carnivorous scavenger that thrives in harsh conditions. The bird flies
to and fro and probably does not return to the ark. From this Noah can ascertain that things are
improving and the raven was able to survive. Next Noah sends a dove. It flies around for a while
before returning to the ark.

A week later he tries again and this time the dove returns with a freshly plucked olive leaf.

This informs Noah that trees are once again growing but that the environment remains somewhat
hostile. After patiently waiting for a further week Noah sends out a third dove. This final dove does
not return. He now knows that the environment is becoming much more welcoming. Soon they will
be able to leave the ark. An event that was no doubt greatly anticipated by all. However as with all
things with God the timing is important. Noah must not be too hasty and instead allow God's timing
to dictate when things occur.

We will look today at God's command To Noah and the animals to leave the ark.

-LC art 2 — 8:1-12
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13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the
month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the
ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.

If you are keeping track this is the fourth time a specific date is given to us in the timeline of the
flood account. You might at this point be wondering what purpose this information serves. Does it
really matter the exact year, month or day. Perhaps not, but as I have said before the inclusion of
this detail is deliberate and intentional. It serves to remind us that what we are reading is a real
historic event. We are not reading a made up flood legend. As I have told you before there are
numerous flood legends from all over the world. There are in fact over 600 from every continent on
earth. Just for fun I thought you might like to hear the account from the Lolo people (now Yi) in
south-western China. As I recount their legend I want you to listen out for the similarities,
differences and the all important omissions when compared to the biblical account. Are you sitting
comfortably? Then I'll begin.

In primeval times, men were wicked. The patriarch Tse-gu-dzih sent a messenger down to earth,
asking for some flesh and blood from a mortal. Only one man, Du-mu, complied. In wrath, Tse-gu-
dzih locked the rain-gates, and the waters mounted to the sky. Du-mu was saved in a log hollowed
out of a Pieris tree, together with his four sons and otters, wild ducks, and lampreys. The civilized
peoples who can write are descended from the sons, the ignorant races are descendants of wooden
figures whom Du-mu constructed after the deluge.

(Gaster, Theodor H. Myth, Legend, and Custom in the Old Testament, Harper & Row, New
York, 1969)

There are some notable similarities and differences with the biblical account. The people living at
that time were wicked. Check. The god or patriarch in the story was not pleased. Check. He
presumably sought a peace offering that would demonstrate that the people were sorry and wished
to make amends. They refused to acknowledge their wrongdoing. A partial check. God wanted the
people to repent of their wickedness and live in a righteous way. The “god” of the legend found
only one man, in this case Du-Mu who complied and who made the sacrifice. Check. God found
only one righteous man in Noah. Du-Mu was deemed worthy to be saved. His salvation like Noah's
came in a “wooden vessel.” In Du-Mu's case in a hollowed out log. He was accompanied by his
four sons but there is no mention of any women. I'm a little confused as to how future generations
could come from them.

The animal companions in the Chinese legend are I have to say an odd bunch. Perhaps they hold a
special meaning in Lolo culture of which I am unaware. I love otters so I'm glad to see they got in
the log, wild ducks I can also understand. They're good to eat. But I don't know why you'd pick
voracious blood sucking eels to join you. I can think of more pleasant travelling companions.
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They all survived we are told in rather poetic language from waters that reached to the sky.

The most important omission of course is that no time frame is included. All we are told is that the

events described happened in “primeval times.” Why do you suppose there are no dates attached to
the story? I'll tell you why. There are no dates or time stamps included because it is all made up. It

never really happened. There was never a man called Du-Mu and his four sons saved from a flood

in a hollowed out log with otters, ducks and lampreys as his companions.

What is actually happening is that these ancient cultures are harking back to a distant memory of a
global catastrophe. However over time the real details have become jumbled up, distorted, forgotten
or altered and the story morphs into a man on a log with a blood sucking eel. There's an element of
truth wrapped up in a whole lot of nonsense.
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Let's get back to the true flood account. We read here that in the six hundred and first year, in the
first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth. This is
now 23 days after the third dove was released. This you will recall was the dove that did not return.
It was able to survive in the wild and therefore did not need to come back to the security of the ark.

Noah boarded the ark two months after his 600t birthday. It is now almost a year later. That is a
long time to be cooped up on a wooden boat. But finally the waters have now dried up from the
earth.

Now just because the waters have gone does not mean that the ground is now dry and able to be
walked upon. In the UK we often have floods along with prolonged spells of rain. The rain may
stop and the floodwaters may dissipate but the ground remains water-logged for a long time
afterward. This is what we are to imagine here. You cannot walk over boggy ground like this very
easily. It soon cuts up and becomes a muddy quagmire. This would have been a danger especially to
the smaller animals. Lest we forget that there are approximately 16,000 eager animals waiting to
disembark. It would totally have defeated God's purpose to have the small animals like shrews and
mice survive the flood only to get trampled to death in the mud!

Next we read that Noah removed the covering from the ark. There was no mention of this in the
descriptions given before. As I said when I spoke about the details God gave Noah we are only
getting the bare-bones. We should probably assume that God gave Noah a much more
comprehensive set of building instructions. God clearly didn't think that we needed these so we are
only given a very general description of what the ark looked like.

This means that as regards what the “covering” was we are left to speculate. I'm picturing some
kind of giant awning that covered the ark and allowed the majority of the rain water to run off the
sides. In camping terms the equivalent of the “rain-fly”” or “flysheet” that covers a tent. The
covering was very practical in the rain but it presumably limited what could be seen. Removing this
covering allowed Noah to gaze out and visually inspect the surrounding land. It was drying nicely
but it was still not quite the time for them to leave the ark.
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14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

The previous verse marked the day when Noah removed a covering from the ark enabling him to
see that the ground was dry, or at least from his vantage point appeared to be dry. This was on the
first day of the first month of the year. Now after an additional wait of 56 days Noah determines that
the earth really has dried. The Hebrew word (yabesh) that is used here means to be “free of
moisture.”

Now depending on the climatic conditions for the earth to completely be free of moisture can take a
long time.

I remember as a young man playing Sunday league football in the UK. Before any game could take
place the match officials had to inspect the pitch and assess whether it was fit to play on. They
would call off a game if the ground was too hard, too icy, too muddy or water-logged. I can clearly
recall one particularly wet season when 6 consecutive matches (six weeks) were called off due to
the pitch being too wet!

Since the bible does not tell us why Noah waited this long we are again left to speculate. He must
have been itching to get off the ark after all this time. It seems likely as I said before that he was
waiting for the water soaked ground to properly dry. The surface level may appear dry but just
under the surface it remains incredibly wet.

We should also not rule out the possibility that Noah was waiting for God to give the order to
disembark. As we have previously established he was a just and righteous man who walked with
God. It seems entirely consistent with his character to think that he would wait, and only act when
God said to do so.

Their time on the ark was coming to a close. They had been onboard for a long time. The question
regarding how long is a debated one. Due to the different ways the days could be added up you may
see slightly differing figures for the number of days Noah spent on the ark. I have seen a range of
figures including 285, 371, 378 and 377 days all proposed. The chronology that I have been using
states it to be 377 days. If you wanted to give someone a ballpark figure you might say between 370
and 380 days.
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15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons
and your sons’ wives with you.

We see here some beautiful symmetry. Noah and his family had entered the ark on God's command.
Now they exit the ark on God's command. The long wait is over. God breaks the pregnant silence to
tell Noah that it is safe for him and his household to leave. Why do you suppose God goes to the
trouble of listing all the people on the ark? He could simply have told Noah to take his “family” off
the ark. It is because all of these souls were precious and important to God. We don't sadly know
any of the women's names. But let us not think that because they go unnamed it diminishes in any
way their importance. They had a vital role to play in repopulating the earth. Without them, we
wouldn't be here.

Noah here, and actually throughout the whole flood account models for us the kind of obedience
that God desires. God will often call or position us in a place of service. What He wants from us is
our diligent and faithful obedience. To uncomplainingly do the jobs He has assigned us. This might
be a role within the church, at our companies or within the family home. He wants us to get on with
the task before us and not be constantly seeking validation from Him or others.

Let me use my own situation as an example. The English ministry we have here is small. It
fluctuates a little here and there but remains fairly constant. There is a core or regulars with a few
others on the fringes. I've been the pastor here for 10 years. How the time has flown. So some in my
position might think it was time to move on. I might be tempted to think that with my qualifications
and now with ten years of experience I could move to bigger more prestigious church. There might
be a mega church in Seoul that would hire me. If that is God's will then obviously I will obey.
However I believe that God has called me to this particular ministry and given me you as my sheep
to shepherd. All that God wants from me is my willing and faithful obedience.

I don't need to constantly be asking God if I'm where I should be and whether I am doing what He
wants. So just like with Noah I will wait until I hear from the Lord.

Anyway back to Noah.

God had not spoken to him since telling him to get into the ark. So for a little over a year there had
been no communication from the Lord. Noah was simply left to trust in God and have faith that
God's plan was unfolding and that he was a part of it. Finally God speaks and gives him the good
news.
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17 Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth.”

Naturally it isn't only the human beings who are to leave the ark. All of the creatures with whom
they have shared this space are also to go. We have speculated in previous sermons as to what state
the animals were in during the time on the ark. It's possible that God put them into a state of
hibernation (winter sleep). This make good sense especially for the larger animals. Being enclosed
for long periods without the opportunity to exercise or properly stretch their limbs is hard for many
creatures. It's always depressing to see animals in a zoo pacing back and forth in a state of extreme
boredom. Were the animals on the ark bored or frustrated? It is certainly possible that the “rooms”
inside the ark were designed with particular animals in mind. Perhaps there was space for animals
to run around or ladders for the monkeys to climb. Despite this I'm sure that all the creatures who
had been on the ark for over 370 days were eager to get out and to cavort in the fresh air. The green
grass outside looked mightily inviting.

God then tells Noah about His plans for all the animals. The reason they were preserved on the ark
is so that they can go on to reproduce and once again fill the earth. Once they climb down the ramp
and leave the ark they are to go out into the world and have lots of babies. Initially they would have
found a place to live in and around the region of Ararat. But over time, probably centuries they
would have spread out further and filled the earth. Henry Morris in his book “The Genesis Record”
speculates that during the ice age that began shortly after the deluge there were numerous land
bridges connecting the continents. You would have been able to travel all the way from what is now
Europe over into the Americas. Think of the money you'd save on plane tickets. This allowed
animals to cross into what is now the Americas and also into New Guinea and Australia. The ice age
lasted for several centuries so even the slower lumbering animals had time to amble across.

Once the ice age ended these land bridges disappeared under the sea and thus these animals were
effectively cut off. You are probably wondering how we got from this scenario to all the different
animal species we see today.

To answer this I need to talk about speciation. Speciation refers to how we see change and variation
occur within the same kind of animal. As we saw when we looked at the animals that came onto the
ark a created kind is broadly equivalent to the level of “family” in the modern classification system.
Basically we are talking about animals that can in theory at least interbreed. A lion and a tiger are
both members of the cat family (Felidae) and can interbreed. This does not happen naturally in the
wild because they don't live in the same area.

So Noah probably brought two “wolf like” creatures onto the ark. From these initial two canid kinds
we would eventually arrive at jackals, coyotes, dingoes, foxes and domesticated dogs. What we are
really speaking about then is the gradual process of microevolution (minor changes within a kind).

As these canids adapted or adjusted to their new environments certain traits became more
favourable. Canids living in colder climes required longer fur. Therefore shorter haired dogs either
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moved away or perished. The genetics of longer hairier dogs prevailed.

Canids living in hotter areas suffered if their hair was too long and thick. So over time shorter
haired dogs survived and their longer haired cousins died out. The key thing to remember is this.
Short or long haired they still always remained dogs. God never allowed for macro-evolution which
refers to one species eventually becoming something entirely different. A fish can never change
over time to become a four legged mammal.

Anyway we are getting a little ahead of ourselves. At this moment in time the animals are still
processing down the gang plank.

It's worth taking a moment to talk about what the post flood world might have been like.

The flood had devastated the earth. Noah and the animals stepped into a forbidding world. The
animals and plants from the previous world were dead and had been buried under thousands of feet
of sand and mud. New plants and trees were still struggling to re-establish themselves across the
barren expanse of earth. The earth not only looked different but there had also been major changes
to the climate. The ecosystem had changed. The once universal tropical climate was now gone. The
earth was now prone to extreme temperature fluctuations. It was also now exposed to rain, wind, ice
and snow. In certain areas the large forests which had once dominated the landscape became
grassland and at around 30 degrees north and south of the equator deserts formed. These changes of
course were not immediate. But they would over time become part of the post flood world.

These changes meant that some animals went extinct. Included in this group were many of the
larger dinosaurs species. As large reptiles they were ill-suited to cold weather. Rather like crocodiles
and alligators today could not survive in Scandinavia.

It was also the case that the supersized varieties of certain creatures also vanished. Did you know
that there used to be a giant dragonfly called Meganeura.

It was the largest flying insect on record with a body length of up to 38 cm and a wingspan longer
than many birds. What happened to these amazing creatures? Well scientist think that they could not
adapt to the climate change brought about by the global flood. In particular the lower levels of
oxygen in the atmosphere did for them. It's a great shame because it would be amazing to see these
large airborne predators flying around today.

Let us conclude today's study by looking at the following two verses.
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18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every animal,
every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families,
went out of the ark.

We may read these verses and be tempted to think that Moses is needlessly repeating things he has
already told us. As I have noted before there is quite a bit of repetition in the story of Noah. Moses
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has employed this technique throughout the flood narrative to repeatedly stress the faithful
obedience of Noah. So the take-away here is that once again Noah listened and then obeyed God.
Upon receiving God's command Noah, his entire household and all the animals left the ark and
entered the post flood world.

How we might wonder did Noah and his family feel at this time. They left the confined safety and
security of the ark and stepped onto a vast and empty earth. In just a year everything had changed.

The towns and cities that had once dotted the landscape were gone. Any signs of human activity
had also been obliterated. It is certainly possible that they left the ark feeling some degree of
trepidation or apprehension. God had placed a huge burden upon them. They were tasked with
rebuilding and repopulating the earth.

I also want you to note what we are told, or might infer about the animal's exit from the ark. It
certainly appears as if all the animals left in an orderly and controlled fashion. We might assume
that Noah carefully released them in a staged manner so as to prevent a stampede. He was, as we
have previously established a wise and intelligent man. He had 600 years of experience to draw
from! But I don't think he was an expert animal handler. Or that he had Dr Doolittle skills that
enabled him to talk to the animals. I rather think that the orderly exit of all the creatures points to
divine intervention. God had brought the animals to Noah, had preserved them through the flood
and now was ensuring they could safely leave to fulfil their duty to be fruitful and multiply.

It's fun to try and imagine the scene. That huge boat resting in the mountains and all those animals
trooping off. It must have been quite a sight.

If you are ever feeling a little sad or melancholy let me direct you to a certain kind of video
available on YouTube. I've seen several variations but they are all most entertaining. I am talking
about videos showing cows who after the winter (6 months) in a barn are being released out onto
the grass. As soon as the gate to the field is open off they go. Cavorting around and kicking up their
legs. Their joy is self-evident. From the dull concrete confines of the barn to grass and sunny skies.

I'm sure the animals that had been enclosed for over a year in the ark felt this same kind of joy.
Finally, they were free to run, sniff, dig, climb, frolic and do all the other things animals do.

Moses also tells us that they left as “families.” This word was not used when the animals entered
the ark. They came into the ark either as pairs or as seven individuals. They leave however as
families. This strongly suggests, although it is not stated explicitly that there had been a degree of
reproduction taking place during their time on the ark. I suppose there wasn't much to do during that
long voyage. From a practical perspective this would have helped speed up the process of refilling
the earth after the flood had ended. Two rabbits entered the ark and 75 exited. Are you ready for the
useless fact of the day.

A female domestic cat can become pregnant as early as five months of age. During a year a cat can
have up to four litters of kittens. The number of kittens varies but the average is four kittens per
litter. So taking four kittens as the average and assuming four litters the two cats on the ark may
have produced 16 kittens. See, you've learned something interesting and useful.

And so the account of the global flood comes to an end. The story of Noah and the flood is without
question one of the most profound narratives found in the Bible. It should never be a story that we
quickly read through without pausing to really think about the full implications. I'm afraid that it is
sometimes just read as a fun little story about Noah riding on an ark with some animals. As I said in
a previous sermon it is a story we all learned back in Sunday school. We were shown silly pictures
of Noah on a ridiculously small boat with giraffe's head sticking out of the windows.

I'm quite sure that no Sunday school teachers ever sat their children down and said to them
something along the following lines,

“Today children we are going to learn about how God wiped out billions of wicked men, women
and children by drowning them. Oh, he also blotted out all the animals too.”

That is a little harsh, but it is the reality. A righteous God passed divine judgment on a wicked
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generation who rejected Him. It should therefore be read and thought about in a serious and sober
way.

So as we close the flood account let's think about some of the lessons we can learn.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn five lessons for us to learn from the flood account.

700 IE Soll R2P 1 Hitg == U= T 71K wES =S

1 It teaches us about the seriousness of sin

The story of Noah and the flood teaches us a great deal about the nature of God and of humanity
especially when it comes to sin. God is pure and holy and only able to do good. We, by contrast
have inherited a sin nature. This means we sin and constantly do wicked things.

In so many ways all of us reject the good that God demands and instead go our own way. We think
we know best and as a consequence reject Him choosing to live in a way that seems right to us. The
consequence for living in rebellion against God is death. There is nothing unfair or unjust in this.
God as the creator is able to set whatever laws He wishes.

We all accept that in our daily lives there are laws. These laws are set by governments advised by
legal experts. The consequences for breaking them are that we face punishment.

If we exceed the speed limit we may be fined or lose the right to drive. If we murder someone we
face a lengthy stay in prison or in some places the death penalty. No one believes that law-breakers
should be able to go free without paying for their crimes. In fact, most of us want swift and harsh
punishments for wrong-doers. God's judgment against the people of Noah's day was just and fair.
They were wholly wicked and evil. The were rightly awarded the sentence of death.

Through this we learn the very important lesson that sin is deadly serious. One of Satan's favourite
tactics is to try and minimize sin. To make us believe that sinning is not that big a deal. Sadly many
have bought into his lies and think that “small” sins are not a very important issue. God will just
wave them away without comment. Don't be mistaken. Sin is a matter of life and death. As with all
law-breaking there are consequences. Therefore because God takes it seriously so should we.

What we might ask was it that caused the population of Noah's day to reject God’s word and perish?
I think we can sum it up very simply. It was complacency. They were so preoccupied with their
everyday lives that they were unwilling to even contemplate the thought that God might act. They
were so busy that they failed to heed the warning. Amazingly enough all these years later the world
is still the same. Now one has learned from this example. People are still complacently going on
with their lives ignoring God and simply assuming that He won't judge them for their sin. Let us not
be under any illusion. God will judge sin.
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2 It teaches us about God's patience

We also learn a great deal in the flood story about God's patience. God gave the people living in the
pre-flood world ample time and opportunity to turn from their wickedness and seek after Him. We
by contrast are prone to act in rash and hasty ways. Prisons are full of people who acted without
thinking and later greatly regretted what they did. God by comparison is always measured and
considerate. He is not willing that any should be lost. But His patience does have an end. God gave
the people living in Noah's day 120 years. How long will we get? For us it is either our natural life
spans or until the return of Christ. When either of these things occurs it will be too late. And since
we do not know either of these dates we would be wise to confess, repent and turn to Christ
immediately.
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3 It teaches us about God's grace

We would be wrong to think that the only lessons to be learned from the story of Noah are centred
around God's judgement of sin. The story is also a powerful testament to divine grace. Even though
99.9% of the people at that time were wicked and corrupt Noah found favour in God's eyes.

He was a just and righteous man who walked with God and as result was blessed. God's favour
towards Noah demonstrates that even in times of great wickedness, God is willing to extend grace
to those who seek to live righteously. What a comfort that is to Christians living today. This is
especially true for those living in places that are hostile to the gospel of Jesus Christ. We can rest
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assured that though we may suffer and even perish for our faith God is with us and will save us.
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4 1t teaches us that God provides and protects

Another valuable lesson we can learn from the flood account can be drawn from the fact that God
provides provision and protection for those who are faithful to Him. Note that wording very
carefully. It is God who provides. Our salvation only ever comes through God and Him alone. In
Noah's case God instructed him in how to build an ark that would keep his family and the animals
above the floodwaters. There was only one ark. Just one vessel through which the chosen people
and animals could be saved.

In many ways, the ark prefigures the salvation offered through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah and his
family were saved from the flood by entering the ark, so too are believers saved from the judgment
of sin by placing their faith in Jesus. As with the ark there is only one means of being saved. It is
through faith in Christ alone that we are saved.
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5 It teaches us that God's judgement is still to come

The story of Noah and the flood also has an eschatological dimension. Jesus Himself refers to the
days of Noah as a foreshadowing of the end times,

37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. (Matthew 24:37-39).

This comparison serves as a warning and a call to vigilance. It reminds us that just as the flood
came suddenly and unexpectedly to those who ignored the warnings so too will the return of Christ.

In conclusion, the significance of the flood in the story of Noah is multifaceted. It serves as a
powerful reminder of the consequences of sin and the seriousness of divine judgment. At the same
time, it highlights God's grace and mercy, offering a message of hope and renewal. When we put
our faith in God all is not lost. The narrative challenges us to live responsibly, to seek righteousness,
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and to place our trust in God's provision. Ultimately, the story of Noah points us to the greater
salvation found in Jesus Christ. It is only through Him that we can be saved.
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