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3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it
was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the
darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day.

6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters.” 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second
day.

9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the
gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit
tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the
tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was
g00od. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third day.

3 SIL{E0] O|2A| 20| LRt S| 30| ARk 4 H0| SLIE0] BAP Pl EJCR} S 0] St ofESE
0000 5 SHED| 8 00 F2AID OS2 RO FEAHEHX1H0] E[1 OF8o| E)H Of= 2| o0

6 SiLI:=lo| O[2AK| & 7I1RE{pi 20| o] Eat82 01 s 7 S| FHS TEA T ORlR| &
S 2l @200 ShH AR =)}
8 SILIE0| SEE St=0FHF2A-EHA0] [ Ofto| =) of= &M o1

9 SILIE0| O[2AK| Hsje| §O| Bt o2 Bo[3 20| =21t S| IXhE E)-et
10 SILIED| E= SR FEAM 201 S5 HIERHF2EAL| S)LIED| BAP Il EJCF
11 SILIE0] O[=A K] T2 Eak w SE=xiiel 2| FREliE M 7Rt &0 %= o000 00 SH JFE £

12 80| #2} 2P| SRCIE M St Mt 2P| SRCIE M 7R &l =000 o0 SIHER| AP Pl 32
CRt 13 X90] [ OFto| £ Of= 4% o 017

Review — Genesis 1:1-2

Today we are going to look in some detail at the first three days of the creation week. However
before we do that let us briefly review some of the key points from last week.

I spent some time outlining why the Book of Genesis is so important for us as believers. It is
important because it is the foundation upon which all we believe is built. Simply put what we
believe about the Book of Genesis really matters.

This is why it has so frequently been challenged by critics and sceptics over the years. If they can
make you question or doubt what this book really teaches they believe they can undermine your
Christian foundations. After all If you begin to doubt the veracity of Genesis which part of the bible
will you begin to doubt next?

As a thought experiment let's imagine that God had not given us the Book of Genesis. Just think
about the information we'd be missing.
= We wouldn't know where the earth and everything in it came from.
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* We wouldn't know why we are different to the animals.

* We wouldn't know why we are special.

= We would have no explanation for why wicked and evil things happen.

= We wouldn't know about God's rules for marriage.

= We wouldn't know why there are so many languages and people groups in this world.
= We wouldn't know that our sin separates us from our creator.

That lack of understanding would represent a catastrophic degree of ignorance. Fortunately God
does not leave us puzzling over these things. He provided us with the book of beginnings or the
book of origins. It furnishes us with the answers to these fundamental questions. This is why we are
taking the time in this study to carefully study and examine all that God reveals.

Last week I provided you with a brief background to the Book of Genesis. We used the 5 “W”
questions to help framework our investigation. Let's quickly recap now.
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What is the Genesis?

The Book of Genesis is an historical account of the time beginning at the creation of the physical
(natural) world and ending approximately 2,200 years later with the death of Joseph. The contents
can be broken down into two large sections. The first section often termed, “Primeval History”
(chapters 1-11) covers the creation event, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, the flood of Noah and the
tower of Babel. The second large section is known as the “Patriarchal History” (chapters 12—-50). It
tells us how God shifted His focus from humanity in general to one man and his descendants in
particular. That man was Abram later to be known as Abraham. God's plan was to work through him
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and the generations that would follow him.
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Who wrote Genesis?

The Book of Genesis does not record the name of its author. The tradition from the earliest of times
is that this book along with the four that follow it in our bibles were written by Moses. Jewish
tradition has attested to Moses’ authorship of Genesis for nearly 3,500 years, starting with his
successor, Joshua. Although Mosaic authorship has been challenged in recent centuries no
convincing reason has ever been provided that should cause us to abandon the idea that Moses is the
author. The Lord Jesus affirmed Moses as being the author and that should suffice.
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When was Genesis written?

Most conservative scholars think that the Book of Genesis was written whilst the Israelites were
wandering through the wilderness following the exodus from Egypt. This means we can date the
writing to sometime between 1446 and 1406 BC.
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Where was Genesis written?
It is impossible to give a definitive answer to where Moses was when he wrote. The best we can say
is that it was written somewhere in the wilderness.
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Why was Genesis written?

Moses wrote to provide God's people with an accurate account of where they came from and what
God had done in the past. Given their anxiety at this particular time it would have greatly
encouraged them. They could know that they were special and that God had always helped them. If
He had loved and helped them in the past He would continue to do so in the present and future.

We, too, need an accurate account of where we came from an explanation for why things are the
way they are. Genesis provides us with this necessary information.

ZMf= oi-te| B0l 352 7 [ Si-FEPHM Ao okl 2SS Seiok| 2| 2l 0] 25 XaH
Cp Al 352| 20t DISS d2P1E 0| 22 2 8715 TS AL 252 ARIS0| Sk Zo ol
BN g AEE =RA0E XS E = URUSHEL SILEHIM 2P0l D53 AR =401 St 0|
2Holl= ARSI I3 St 72k ket 4= QREELIEL



Back to the beginning — Genesis 2. Creation days 1-3 — Sermon Notes Page 4

2| Eph-22(o] 7 [0 Chict S=ioh 2t M| off OFA| SRR Chict sifEio] EReiIrt S = BIZ
Olgieh T2l ‘H=E Misol SHICE

After covering this background we then went on to look at the first two verses of Genesis. God's
revelation to us begins by making two enormous claims. It claims there was a beginning and in that
beginning God acted. The bible wastes no time trying to explain who or what God is. It simply
assumes His existence.

In verse two we are told about the state of things as God began the work of creation. The earth we
are told was without form and void. There has been much discussion over what is meant here. Is
there a gap between the events of verse 1 and 2? Did God create perfect world and then have to
recreate it again after it was destroyed? Nothing in scripture suggests this. As I said last week I
think it is best to picture the world as being like a lump of clay ready for the creator to begin His
work of shaping and forming.

We are going to look at that work now as we consider the first three days of the creation week.

Ot HIFXMS HIgCZ Rk=EMP | 1 Eih2 FE HHEELIE S| A= 71K S0t ez
ARFELIEE ARO[ RREL, 1 AR SN SASINERE ZARLIEE SE2 Si-tE0] 1K 2Eol Ofpr
K| BEELEL Bi-ER] FHE O SeH Az RIOSRILIEE 2 o= SIFPAIM S5 ARBIE SAlR| &
EHOl Chol 0P [l B2 20k SoiRICL 2l O 2P[o]| CisiAM= B2 =0 ] {01 RESLHIEE 1 Znt

OL- T—-1— LS- O

2 Ao 20| Q= Tk SILIHIM Sl MALS AERSIAI 25 il MIAS AHERSIOFSHEl ke
A4 OfToll 121 LS Gtk RILERO| ZERE0] K2 HOfe| HAKS AT Him oM 7
£ COPIR ARSI 20| 7ft RFsICkn S

Ol S F710| A A LS IHE TN SZ0H| il XpMIS| OIS I

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

We begin now with day one of creation. As we shall see as we go through the creation narrative a
recurring pattern of division or separation is followed throughout the creation week. God separates
one thing from another and declares it to be good. We will also see that He forms, and then fills the
thing He has formed with something appropriate. Here on day one we witness a division of light
from dark. God starts off by commanding there to be light. In the original Hebrew this is much
more expressive than in English. It might literally be rendered as follows,

Become light! And became light!

This is a reference to natural light. This is not to be understood as meaning “spiritual light.” The
assumption must be that prior to this moment “natural light” did not exist. Please note that this does
not mean that all was in darkness prior to this time. The sun is not the only source of light in the
universe. God Himself is light (see 1 John 1:5) and He wears light as a garment (Ps. 104:2; Hab.
3:3—4). We also know from scripture that the eternal city will enjoy endless light without the help of
the sun or moon (Rev. 22:5). This helps explain how light could exist at this time given the fact that
the sun, moon and stars will not be created until day four. So what exactly is this light?

This light was either a temporary light source He created or it came from God Himself. In modern
scientific terms we might be referring to electromagnetic radiation and photons. So some scholars
propose the idea that the Holy Spirit energized the electromagnetic forces that were lying dormant
at this time. Another view that some hold is that God created the sun at this time but that its light did
not become visible until day four.

The alternative view is that the light was coming from God Himself. Hebrew scholar Arnold
Fruchtenbaum makes the case that this is a reference to the Shekinah glory which appears in a
number of places in the bible (see Exodus 13:20-22, 40:34).
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However this light was created we now have the existence of light. Let us not overlook the
significance of this moment. Can you imagine a world of only darkness? A world in which the sun's
light does not shine.

Life as we know it cannot exist without the light of the sun. The equation is very simple. No sun no
life. The Earth lies approximately 150 million kilometres from the Sun. This means that it takes
roughly eight minutes and twenty seconds for light to travel that distance. If the sun were suddenly
to blink out of existence we would be unaware of this catastrophe for this brief period of time. A
cheery thought to dwell on if you ever feel excessively joyful. But on a far more uplifting note the
bible frequently connects God with light. We often think of God's work of salvation in an individual
as being brought out of the dark and into the light.

The Apostle Paul recognised in this initial creative act the work of God in the salvation of the lost.
In his 2™ epistle to the Corinthians he writes,

“For it is the God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor.
4:6).

In our lost and sinful state we reside in the darkness. It is only when God through the power of the
Holy Spirit illuminates the truth to us that we truly see the light. We then shun the darkness we once
loved and step into the brilliant light of our saviour Jesus Christ.

Before we move on I also want you to carefully note how God initiates the process of creation. All
that comes into existence does so through God's spoken command. God speaks and something
happens. We will see this pattern repeated across all six creation days.

Let us read on and see what God does with this light.
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4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.

God was pleased with His work. The light that now shone was good. The Hebrew word used here
for “good” is the word tob (tobe). It means a little more than simply that the light was aesthetically
nice or pleasing to witness. It carries the idea of the light being in line with God's purpose and
design. It was we might say in harmony with what God wanted. God remember was creating a
perfect world in which His creation would flourish and thrive. The light therefore was in-keeping
with His plan.

God then we read divided or separated the light from the darkness. The two would continue to exist
in the world separately from each other. Light is always the dominant force. This is because when
light appears, darkness will always disappear. The reverse is never true. Darkness has no defence
against light, since "darkness" does not really exist, in and of itself. It is simply the absence of light.

I remember many years ago going pot-holing in the north of England. I went with a group of
college friends. The experienced pot-holing guide gave us helmets with a headlamp fitted to the
front. He led us about a 100 metres down the main tunnel to where there was a spacious cave. When
we had gathered in a circle he told us all to turn off our lamps. We were plunged into impenetrable
inky darkness. It was both exhilarating but also a little scary. I learnt through that experience what
“real” darkness looks like.

Let us continue.
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5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning
were the first day.

As the supreme creator it is God's right or prerogative to name His creation. As we shall see later in
creation He delegates the responsibility of naming the animals to Adam (Gen 2:19-20). In ancient
cultures it was seen as a sign of authority to be able to name a person, place or thing. This right did
not belong to just anyone. It was the king or rulers right as the sovereign to name things.

God here calls the light “day” and the dark He calls “night.” We also read here of there being an
evening and a morning. This indicates that the earth was now rotating on its axis. We are the seeing
the beginning of an earth day in which we experience a period of light (day) followed by a period of
dark (night). The Jews reckoned the beginning of a day to be the evening. Their day began with the
setting of the sun. We don't in the West think of the day in this way. We count the beginning of the
day to be the rising of the sun. So probably what Moses meant here is that “the evening” refers to
the beginning of Gods work on this day and morning meant the ending of God's work. So God spent
“a day” working. And this brings us to the end of the first day of creation.

Before moving on to day two I need to speak a little about the word “day.” In English, we use the
word “day” in variety of ways. Let me give you some examples.

“I spent the day on the beach.”

We mean by this that we spent some part of the daylight hours on the beach. We probably don't
mean that we spent 24 hours on the beach!

“I plan to visit Hong Kong some day”

We mean by this that we will plan to spend some time, but not literally a day in Hong Kong at some
unspecified point in the future.

“In my grandfathers day men got married when they were young.”

When we use “day” here we are referring to an era or longer period of time in which our
grandfather lived.

In Hebrew the word for day (yom) appears more than two thousand times in the Old Testament. Just
like with English it can be used in a variety of ways. Within the context of the first two chapters of
Genesis we find the word “day” used in three different ways.

(1) To refer to a solar day (1:14)
(2) To refer to the daylight portion of the day as opposed to night (1:5,14,16)
(3) To refer to the entire creative period (2:4)

So some have leapt upon this opportunity to suggest that the days of creation are not literal 24 hour
periods. They are in fact much longer periods of time, aeons or ages (millions or even billions of
years). This idea is known as the “Day age theory.” It is rooted in an attempt to harmonize our
understanding of the Bible with what “appears” to be overwhelming scientific evidence of an “old”
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earth. In particular with the geologic record. Or to put it more simply. Science is right and we must
fit (distort) what the bible says to match with what scientists say. I'm sure I don't need to tell you
that this should never be our approach. So let's do a little unpacking.

As we have established the Hebrew word for “day” (yom), does not always strictly translate into the
literal twenty-four-hour sense of day. So how are we to interpret it in the context of creation?

We can determine how yom should be interpreted in Genesis 1:5-2:2 by comparing that context to
the word’s usage elsewhere in Scripture. The word is used 2,301 times in the Old Testament.

So let's examine how it is used. Outside of Genesis chapter 1 the word yom when accompanied by a
number (410 times in scripture) almost always indicates an ordinary 24-hour day. This is what Dr
Terry Mortenson writes.

In the Old Testament, when the Hebrew word for “day” (DI', yom) appears with “evening” or
“morning” or is modified by a number (e.g., “sixth day” or “five days”), it always means a 24-
hour day.

The words evening and morning when used together most often indicate an ordinary day (used 38
times in scripture). The exact construction of evening, then morning, along with yom is only seen
outside of Genesis 1 in one verse. This is Daniel 8:26, which clearly implies a long period of time.

“And the vision of the evenings and mornings
Which was told is true;

Therefore seal up the vision,

For it refers to many days in the future.”

All of this means that Moses seems in the context of creation to be describing each day as being a
literal 24-hour period of time. This I believe is what scripture is telling us. I am not alone in this.
This was the standard interpretation of Genesis, with a few notable exceptions (Augustine) for most
of Church history.

It's also worth us considering why it was that God took six days to create. Have you ever asked
yourself why God created things in this precise time frame. He could have done it instantly, in six
minutes or an hour. So why did He take six days?

The answer to this question, and also the strongest affirmation to the idea of the days being literal
24-hour periods of time can be found in the Book of Exodus. In Exodus chapter 20 we read about
the importance of the Sabbath and the need to keep it holy. Allow me to read the passage to you.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LoRD your God. In it you shall do no work:
you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor
your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LOrRD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore
the Lorbp blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. (Exodus 20:8-11)

Moses tells us here that in the creation event God set a pattern that we are to follow. The pattern is
as follows, six days of work (labour) followed by a day of rest. Such a pattern only works with a
literal 24-hour day. Any other interpretation results in pure nonsense. Imagine it if you will, we are
to work for six billion years and then we can have a billion years off!
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6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters.” 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.

We move now onto day number two of creation week. The first thing that God does is create a
firmament. Literally an “expanse” or “extended surface” to divide the waters.

So what we are seeing here is a separation of the water that is to remain on the earth from the water
that is to be taken up into the “sky” or atmosphere.

The water that remains on earth will later be formed into seas, lakes and rivers. There is also water
of course beneath the earth's surface.

The water taken up into the sky is going to be formed into what has been referred to as a water
canopy or “vapour blanket.” Some have even suggested that it was a layer of liquid water or even
an ice canopy that encircled the earth. Dr Henry Morris rejects these ideas because they would
render the people on earth unable to see the stars. He favours instead an invisible layer of water
vapour. This may have been positioned above the troposphere and possibly even above the
stratosphere. However given the paucity of information in scripture I don't think we can be
absolutely dogmatic on what is being described here.

If such a vapour blanket is in view it would have had a considerable impact upon the ecology of the
earth. Dr Morris suggests that this blanket would have had a number of positive effects upon the
earth. It would have acted like a global greenhouse, maintaining an essentially uniform, tropical
temperature across the globe. Without great temperature variations, there would be no significant
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winds, and the water-rain cycle could not form. There would have been no rain at this time.

Due to the tropical temperatures the earth would have been covered by lush, tropical-like
vegetation. This would include the two poles which today are desolate and barren places.

The water high above the earth would later be employed as part of Noah's flood. Dr Morris has even
suggested that the vapour blanket would filter out ultraviolet radiation, cosmic rays, and other
destructive energies bombarding the planet. These are known to be the cause of mutations, which
decrease human longevity. Human and animal lifespans as a consequence would be have been
greatly increased.

In order to present a balanced view I should point out that some reject the vapour canopy view. Dr
Jonathan Sarfati in his excellent book “The Genesis account” argues against the idea of a canopy.
He believes the water was far further out in space.

Whatever form this firmament took is perhaps not the key-take away here. The larger and more
significant point to emphasise is God's power. He is able simply by speaking to get the oceans to do
His bidding. We would do well to remember that when God commands, things happen.

Let us continue.
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8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second
day.

The second day concludes with God again stamping His authority upon the creation by naming the
firmament “heaven.” This is the Hebrew word shamayin. It can be translated as “air,” “sky,” or
“heaven.” It's unlikely that the word “heaven” here is referring to the dwelling place of God. This
“heaven” is very likely "the heavens," or the atmosphere, literally the "empty" space above the sea.
This naming event brings the second literal period of 24-hours to a close.

Just a word in passing about why God doesn't refer to His work on this day as being “good.” On
every other day of creation He declares what He has created to be good. So why not on the second
day? The reason appears to be that the separation of the waters is a two-fold process. First, as we
have seen we have the division of the waters above from the waters below. And secondly, as we
shall shortly see the division of the waters from the land. So the work on the second day is
incomplete and therefore God does not declare it good.

He will make up for this by pronouncing it good twice on day three!

Let us move on then to the third day of creation.

8 SILIED| SEE Sl=0RHFEALEHA190] &[0 OFto] =) Of= &M o [T

=N ' EEot SN TS0 HRIKIEM 0SS 2010 SEE “Slsheaven” ORHFEA (T DR[|
C} Sk=2| S|1E2I0] T oI T (shamayin)2 “ &7 |air”, “SlEsky Ee=heaven” 2= HAE 4= USLICL
PN “Sl=heaven” 0| SH-IEHR| HME CSEX| Q52 ZARILICE O] “St=” 2 OOl “St=Sheavens” Bo=
i |atmosphere, = @A ICHZ HICF 9| “ B S7H2 ok ZRILIEL OEH| OIEXIE2EM T Bl 24 A
{I0| EELCE

=M 00 SHEPHM R 22 “E0F 2 TEoK| ot Off7H R, 20| LE 2= 20i= 5t
LA RLO] EESH 230 ECk MRS IR DZC I off S '20ff= 2ZX| &S 1 Ofre =0
LiRRI= IFE0[ & 7R oP | IHEQ! 2oz 20LEHA il 1FS2, S 201 20| 212t ORl= =2 =Lt
B 0SS & HHEDIK =2 FE E0| F2 i AU T2 S 22 2= OFF DRFS0IEZ St
B M= 230] FEFL ARI6HK | BoSELIEL

24+ SN A 20| & HOILH BRI MeISKO=M O Rifole! 24Tk
ol M| == HoPH EAELIEL

9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the
gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

We are now beginning the third day of creation. God is continuing His work of refining the creation
by adding more detail. The first thing God does is gather the waters together into one place. To
continue on with the motif of separation we could say He divided the land from the water. A surface
reading of this verse might suggest that at this time there was just one giant sea and one giant land
mass. This is what some believe. I don't think it is absolutely necessary to interpret the text in this
way. What it may mean is that the various large bodies of water (seas, lakes and rivers) were
gathered together. We see evidence for this in God naming the waters seas (plural) and not sea
(singular).

However, with that being said when one looks at a map of the world today it soon becomes apparent
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that all the “oceans” are actually joined together. They are indeed one large mass of water.

Once this division has been completed we see God again naming His creation. The land He called
“earth” (erets). The waters He called “seas” (yam). When this was complete God declared that it
was good. The “good” here means that it was pleasing to God. It was a suitable, indeed a beautiful
place in which to now create the living parts of His creation.

Let us read on and see the next stage of creation.
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11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree
that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so.

God's work on the third day of creation can be divided into two parts. The first part as we have seen
was the separation of the land and the seas. Now, with that task complete He turns to the creation of
land plants, trees and possibly vegetation in general. Day three then represents the beginning of
biology.

Please note that the plants and trees are created fully grown, developed or mature. As we know trees
and plants grow and develop initially from seeds. In many cases, particularly with trees this is a
very long process. Oak trees for example can take anywhere from between 10 to 50 years to reach
maturity and produce acorns (seeds) of their own. God however skips this process during the
creation week and creates fully mature plants and trees. They will later reproduce in the usual way
from seeds. The reason for this should be obvious. The living creatures that will soon be created
will need something to eat, and a place to call home. They would starve to death if they had to wait
weeks or months for plants to grow.

This means that the initial creation had the appearance of age, or to be more accurate the appearance
of maturity. Adam was not created as an infant and the trees presumably had age rings inside them.

Some have claimed that this makes God a deceiver. He deceived us by giving things the appearance
of being old in age when they were in fact newly created. Such an idea of course is false. God
cannot lie or deceive (Num 23:19). Those who think that God is “tricking” is with the creation are
making the wrong assumptions. Age after all is an inference based on assumptions.

If you are asked how old someone looks how would you make your assessment? You'd assess the
person based on their appearance. How old do they appear to be? Do they have grey hair and
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wrinkles? Are they bent over and slow moving? You might assume given the way they appear that a
person is very old. However your estimates may be wildly inaccurate based on faulty assumptions.
The person may have dyed their hair, they may be sick or diseased and this may have aged them, or
they may be wearing a disguise or make-up that makes them look older.

God created with maturity. There was no deception about the age of things. He told us plainly when
He created and therefore did not intend to deceive us in any way.

We should also note that Moses mentions "seed" and "kind" referring to the ability of vegetation to
reproduce itself and not some other type. This phrase “according to its kind,” will be repeated nine
more times in Genesis chapter one after this first occurrence. The word “kind” is the Hebrew word
min. Most scholars think it is not to be understood in quite the same way as we today think of
species. However it does clearly reinforce the idea that living things produce things that resemble
themselves. Oak trees produce acorns that grow into oak tree. Certainly it is true that we might see
variations within each kind, but we never witness new kinds emerging. We never see oak trees
producing acorns that grow into plum trees.

What this means is that macroevolution is not a part of God's design. God never designed one kind
of thing to change over time into an entirely different kind of thing. This is of course what
Evolution claims. It maintains that all living things can trace their origin back to a single common
ancestor. Please note carefully the distinction between “macro” and “micro” evolution.
Microevolution, which we as believers can fully accept says that small variations are possible
within a kind. So birds of the same kind might have slightly different shaped beaks depending on
what they eat. Macroevolution, which we as believers deny says that over time a fish can become a
COW.

The verse ends by telling us it was so. There are no ifs, buts or maybes with God. When He speaks
things come to pass.

Let us conclude our study by looking at how the third day closes.
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12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the
tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was
g00od. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third day.

As I just noted when God speaks things happen. The earth yielded the grasses, plants and trees that
would soon be needed to feed the birds and animals. All that God called for came into existence and
was both pleasing to God, and suitable for His plans or purpose. He therefore declared it to be good.
Thus ended the third day of creation.

Next time Lord willing we will look at days four and five.
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Lessons to learn
I have four points to highlight from today's study.
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1 God is the Ultimate Creator

As we saw in last week's study Genesis 1:1 tells us that in the beginning God created. Human
beings are able to make things, but only God can create. Only He can create from nothing. We
require existing materials to see our ideas become reality. This makes God the ultimate creator. We
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see this when we look around and take in the awesome world He created. Although it has been
tarnished and damaged by sin it is still spectacular. Everywhere we look the fingerprints of our
awesome creator can be seen. Let us then learn to appreciate and thank the Lord for the wonders He
has created.
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2 The Power of God's Word

Throughout Genesis chapter 1, we see the phrase "And God said" repeated as God speaks creation
into existence. This demonstrates the incredible power of God's Word. As Hebrews 4:12 tells us,
"For the word of God is living and active." Just as God's words brought forth life and order, His
Word today can transform and guide our lives. So as this new year takes shape let us endeavour to
return God's Word to its proper place in our lives. Let's make reading, studying and meditating upon
the Word of God central in our lives.
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3 Order and Purpose in Creation

What do we see as God's work in creation takes shape? What we see is careful purpose, order and
design. God's creation was not random, it was intentional and orderly. From separating light from
darkness to creating distinct environments for living creatures. The creation story shows us that God
is a God of order. This should encourage us to seek purpose, structure and order in our own lives.
Chaos, undue haste and a lack of structure or purpose are not the signs of a good and godly person.
Having a plan or an ordered approach is the best way to proceed. From managing the household to
structuring bible study or quiet time with the Lord we need order and purpose.
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4 The Goodness of Creation

As we saw in our study today after His work on days one and three God stood back and declared
His work to be good. This affirms the inherent goodness of God's creation. Furthermore it reminds
us to cherish and steward the world around us, recognizing it as a reflection of His goodness. As I
noted before this world is in a fallen state. It is not in the “good” and perfect state it once was.
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However there is still much to appreciate and admire. Let us then value and enjoy what God has
given us and treat it with due reverence and respect.
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