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Scripture: Genesis 7:13-24

13 On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife
and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark— 14 they and every beast after its
kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind,
and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. 15 And they went into the ark to
Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 16 So those that entered, male
and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LorD shut him in.

17 Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark,
and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth,
and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed
exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The
waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 21 And all flesh
died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of
life, all that was on the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all living things which were on the
face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were
destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained
alive. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.
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Review — The deluge part 1 — Genesis 7:1-12
Last week we looked at how the catastrophic global flood began. We will continue on with the
account of the deluge today, but before we do let’s briefly recap the opening 12 verses of chapter 7.

Chapter seven takes us to the very end of the antediluvian age. A period of 1,656 years stretching
from Adam all the way to Noah.

It was a time during which the wickedness of man increased to the point where God felt compelled
to act. He could no longer sit back and watch His creation rebel against Him. He therefore
determined to blot out or wipe the earth clean. All human and animal life was to be destroyed. The
only things that would survive this purge would be Noah, his wife, their three sons and their wives.
They along with representatives of all the animal and bird kinds would be preserved in the ark.
God had informed Noah approximately 100 years prior to the start of the flood that he was to build
a very special wooden vessel. Although no precise figure is given to us in scripture it seems
probable that the work took Noah between 80 and 100 years. With the ark now complete and
stocked with food it was left to the Lord to bring the creatures to Noah for him to house on the ark.
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This God dully did. Two of every unclean animal was brought to Noah along with seven of all the
clean animals. The reason that more clean animals were needed was because following the flood
Noah was to offer animal sacrifices to the Lord. Only clean animals make an acceptable and
pleasing aroma to God.

A week before the flood commenced boarding began. All of the animals along with Noah and his
family went aboard the ark. This may sound like it would have been a difficult process. Imagine
trying to get 16,000 animals to go up a narrow wooden ramp and into a massive wooden box. We
should remember however that God was overseeing all of this. He brought the animals to Noah and
seemingly guided them in an orderly fashion up the ramp, and into their enclosures. Once they were
all safely housed there was a seven day wait. I spoke last time about the symbolic importance of the
number seven in the scriptures. We see the seventh day, or a seven day span of time used a number
of times in scripture. For example, the mourning period for Jacob lasted seven days (Gen 50:10).
The Israelites encircled the city of Jericho for seven days (Josh 6). The Passover festival lasted for 7
days (Ex 12). And the Apostle Paul waited for seven-days in Tyre (Acts 21) and Puteoli (Acts 28).
It's hard then not to conclude that this was a very specific and symbolic period of waiting and not
just a coincidence. It was the belief among Jewish Rabbis that the seven days represented the
mourning period for Noah's grandfather, Methuselah. His name means, “When he dies, it shall be
sent.” He died as I told you in a previous study in the very year of the flood. The bible does not
confirm this as being true, but it is an interesting possibility.

As God had said once the seven days were up the flood began. The bible gives us a very precise
chronology for this. The flood began in the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month,
the seventeenth day of the month. Or more simply two months after Noah's 600 birthday on the
17" day of the month. As I told you last time this careful and deliberate attention to detail adds
authenticity to what we are reading. The global flood is not a myth, legend or fable. It really began
on a specific date in history.

We are told that the waters came from two specific sources. The first source mentioned is the
fountains of the deep. This most likely refers to the vast stores of water that lay below the earth's
crust inside the mantle. The earth experienced tumultuous geologic activity that tore the crust apart
allowing the waters of the deep to gush out. At the same time the water above the earth contained
within the firmament fell as rain. Many have speculated that the earth was encircled by a vapour
layer of moisture. This served to shield the planet from UV rays and also ensure that the
antediluvian world enjoyed a nice tropical climate. However because of man's wilful rebellion the
firmament would be allowed to fall as rain and future generations would lose its benefits.

The rain from the firmament would fall incessantly for 40 days and nights. Today we will continue
on with the flood narrative.
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13 On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife
and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—

I once heard a politician describe how to give an effective public address. The key to giving an
impactful, and thus memorable speech lies in the rule of three. Here is the pattern you need to
follow. First tell your audience what you want them to remember, then repeat what you just said,
and finally, just to hammer the point home repeat it again. I think Moses was perhaps the originator
of this tactic.

This is because as we work our way through today's passage something will quickly become
apparent. Unless you have been absent-mindedly staring out of the window you cannot fail to notice
the repetition. There's no avoiding it. I'm going to be repeating things I have said in previous
sermons.

For we see that God observes the rampant wickedness and corruption in the world, and resolves to
destroy mankind twice (Genesis 6:5-7, 11-13). God commands Noah to gather animals and go into
the ark twice (6:18-22; 7:1-5). Noah and his family enter the ark twice (7:7, 13). We also have the

information about the animals going into the ark repeated twice (7:8-9, 14-16). Later, as the
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floodwaters recede will see further repetitions.

The question we might be tempted to ask is why do we see these repetitions? What purpose do they
serve? Given that the Holy Spirit inspired Moses we can automatically dismiss human error and
sloppy writing. If it were a human author we might expect an editor to question the value of saying
essentially the same thing on more than one occasion. So why did God get Moses to repeat the
information multiple times? There are perhaps two reasons.

The first reason is that repetition is an important rhetorical device employed throughout the Bible. It
is used to emphasize a particular point, truth, or command. God knows that as human beings we
frequently forget things. We therefore need to be reminded of them again, and again. So the
technique of using repetition serves to draw the reader's or listener's attention to significant themes
and messages. Repetition served to reinforce their importance and help ensure that they are
remembered.
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The second reason is literary. Some scholars think it is employed to add to the literary artistry of the
account. Careful study has revealed an interesting pattern known as a chiasm. A chiasm is a literary
device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated in reverse order (ABCD-
DCBA). The result is a “mirror” effect as the ideas presented in the first part are “reflected” back in
the second half of the passage. They are highly effective because they act as signposts throughout a
passage that guides the observant reader through the passage and draws them into the central big
idea, or turning point. They are not a part of western literature but to a Hebrew reader they would
have been instantly recognisable.

Biblical scholar Gordon Wenham has identified a 31 point chiasm that runs all the way from
Genesis 6:10-9:19. It comprises 15 elements flanking each side of the central turning point. Would
you like to guess what the turning point is? What do you suppose God wanted those reading this
account to focus in on? It's that He remembered Noah (Gen 8:1).

God's wrath was being poured out against the wickedness of man. The earth was being torn asunder.
The crusts and plates of the planet were writhing and tearing. And yet God had not forgotten the
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righteous Noah. He had ensured that He along with his household would survive.

This is a valuable insight for all future readers of Genesis. We, also need to remember that God has
not forgotten us.

This is particularly important for Christians who are being persecuted for their faith. God
remembers His children and plans to save them.

Let's briefly look at verse 13.

We told that “on the very same day” Noah and his family entered the ark? As I told you last time a
week before the flood started Noah and all the animals entered the ark.

A surface level reading might look as if they only entered on the actual day of the flood. So which is
true? A week before or the day of? To determine which is true we first need to remember that Moses
is not recording the details in strict chronological order. This is how we would record events from a
western perspective. We like event B to follow event A. When the order of events are reversed or
appear out of sequence we become confused. Moses however was not writing for a western
audience. He was following the Hebraic literary conventions of his day which involved doubling
back in a circular manner.

So when we read here the phrase "on the very same day" it is speaking about the day Noah and the
animals entered the ark, not the day the flood came. The family entered the ark and seven days later
the flood began.
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14 they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.
15 And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life.

Again we see a repetition of previous information. This repetition is simply to be read and
understood as being part of the story. It is being used to emphasise and then re-emphasize key
points. It is also worth us nothing that a key recurring theme throughout Genesis is God's ability to
make good on His promises. So earlier parts of the story describe what God is predicting, and then
later on we read about these predicted events happening exactly as God said they would.

As we know from our previous studies it was God who brought all the animals He had determined
to save to the ark. It's worth emphasising this point. This means that we are speaking about a
supernatural intervention by God. There is no way that such a feat could be accomplished naturally.
Imagine the difficulty Noah would have had if he had been required to go out and capture or trap
16,000 individual creatures. Anyone who has ever been hunting knows how difficult it can be. It
often takes many hours to track down just one animal. Even when you have successfully tracked it
there is no guarantee that you will be able to capture it successfully. So I'm sure that Noah was very
pleased that God took the responsibility for choosing the animals and then guiding them to the ark.
Noah had more than enough to do with building the ark.

Many have speculated about how God achieved this feat. How exactly did He get the animals to the
ark. It is possible that the pre-flood world consisted of just one giant supercontinent. This means
that all those animals that needed to be accommodated on the ark could travel there across land. It
was not necessary for God to transport them over the sea. It is also probable that God chose
individuals that were geographically closes the ark's location. It makes sense to pick animals that
lived within a few days journey of the ark.

As to how He guided them there we are left to wonder. Did He employ angels who shepherded
them towards the ark? Or did He activate within them some form of homing or migratory instinct
that guided them towards the ark.

As we know many animals possess an uncanny ability to migrate over vast distances.

One example of this amazing God given ability to traverse great distances can be seen in the Pacific
Golden Plover. This medium-sized bird breeds in the arctic regions of Siberia and Alaska. But when
it stars to get cold it travels south to warmer climes. In its search for sunny weather and five-star
resorts it may fly as far as New Zealand or Hawaii before returning to the arctic to breed. This
means it makes a round-trip journey of approximately 8,000 km every year. Just imagine the
frequent flyer miles these birds accumulate! So it is certainly possible that God “programmed”
certain animals to seek out the ark.

Whatever mechanism God used we are reliably informed here that all air-breathing animals arrived
at the ark in good time and went inside. They were met by Noah who guided them to their cabins
and told them that there would be bingo and table tennis after dinner.
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16 So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him;
and the Lorp shut him in.

All the animals, birds and creeping things have now entered the ark. Male and female in pairs if
they were unclean and in groups of seven if they were clean.

This means that those whom God will save are now safely on board. Lease note carefully what
happened next. We are told quite plainly that it was God, and not Noah who closed the door and
sealed them all inside. The fact that it was God who did this reminds us of three important things.

Firstly, it serves as proof that those inside had pleased God by doing what He had commanded. God
was satisfied that His orders had been obeyed.

Secondly it serves in the same way as a judge banging down his hammer in a courtroom. It
symbolises that the matter is now settled. A ruling has been reached. The shutting of the door was
the absolute final act. Lest we forget God was not being hasty in calling time. He had mercifully
provided 120 years for the people to turn from evil and return to Him. Now the time was up. There
would be no second chances. Those not inside the ark were now doomed.

Thirdly, and finally that God Himself closed the door helped reassure those inside the ark that they
were under His divine protection. It was as if God was saying, I'm going to shut you safely inside,
you are safe now and nothing can harm you.

But the significance of God shutting the door should also resonate with followers of Christ. It
provides us with a wonderful demonstration of the twin truths of man’s responsibility and God’s
sovereignty. When God shut the door, the time of judgment arrived. Only those who had gone
through the doorway would be saved. With the door closed so was the only access to salvation.

The Ark with its single doorway (entrance) pictures salvation that comes through Jesus Christ alone.
For the people living at the time of the flood the ark was the only means of escape. If they did not
place their faith in God and board the ark they would be lost. For us today Jesus Christ is the only
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way. He is our “Ark” of salvation. Without placing our hope and faith in Him (entering Him) we
will be eternally lost.

There was just one entrance to the ark. Just one means of entering into safety. For those seeking
salvation today there is also just one way to go. Jesus himself told us the following

I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find
pasture. (John 10:9)

The Bible makes it very clear that we are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). This means
that there is nothing that we can do to save ourselves from sin and its consequences.

Our rebellion against a perfectly holy God means eternal separation. But the Bible also tells us that
if we confess with our mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in our heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, we will be saved (Romans 10:9). Let us never forget that it is,

“By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God”
(Ephesians 2:8).

Nothing we can do will save us from our sin, salvation is all of God. Yet, it still remains our
responsibility to go through the doorway that is Jesus Christ in order that God might save us. This is
modelled for us beautifully in the story of Noah and the ark. The means of salvation was right there.
A huge wooden vessel with one single door. And yet in order to receive salvation it still required
those eight people to make the decision to place their faith in God and go inside.

Exactly how our responsibility to believe and have faith matches up with Gods sovereignty over
salvation is a confusing concept. Many great minds have pondered this issue over the centuries. I
fully believe that it is God who saves, but I also equally believe that we have some degree of
responsibility. We must choose Christ. The truth, I suppose is that we, as finite humans will never
truly understand the ways of an infinite God? Only God can bring man’s responsibility and His
sovereignty perfectly together. We need to live with this tension and accept it because it is what
God’s Word teaches.
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17 Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and
it rose high above the earth.

The next few verses give us some details about the flood itself. We are told that the torrential rains
and the fountains of the deep worked in tandem for a period of 40 days.

Naturally with this amount of water the land soon become swamped and unable to soak up the
excess. It is worth noting that the word for “earth” used here is the word erets. Depending on the
context the word may mean “land,” “ground” or “earth.” Some seize upon this particular word
choice as evidence that this was in fact a regional or a localised flood. There are, so they claim other
Hebrew words such as tebel (world, earth) which better capture the idea of a global event. Their
arguments do not convince me. As I pointed out in a previous sermon for a whole host of reasons |
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believe that this was a global cataclysmic event. As we read on this will soon become apparent.

So after forty days the waters were deep enough to cause the ark to float. Remember it did not need
to go in any particular direction. It wasn't making a journey from point A to point B. All that was
required was that it provide a safe buoyant environment for all aboard. I'm sure that due to his faith
in God Noah was not concerned as regards the arks sea-worthiness. But perhaps others on the ark
may have been apprehensive. Would this huge vessel actually float? There had been no way to test
it it before the waters came. Perhaps more pertinently would it remain water-tight? Would the
coating of pitch keep the waves out? The leopards would have been most unhappy if their bedding
had become damp! There was however no need for concern. Since Noah had obeyed all that God
had commanded the ark floated perfectly.

Let us turn now to see the effects of the floodwaters upon the earth.
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18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the
surface of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high
hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward,
and the mountains were covered.

I'm sure that most of you remember the devastating earthquake and subsequent tsunami that
occurred in the Indian Ocean back in 2004. The event has since become known as the Asian
tsunami. It impacted multiple countries and resulted in 227,000 deaths. You can still see lots of
video clips on YouTube of people watching the seemingly innocuous waves rolling in. It
demonstrated in very vivid ways the destructive power of water. Water doesn't need to be a crashing
roaring torrent to bring about devastation. For those living in the coastal regions of India, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Indonesia the waves that rolled in from the sea were unstoppable. They crushed and
annihilated all in their path.

That same idea is being conveyed to us here. We are told that the floodwaters greatly increased and
“prevailed.” The word “prevailed” is an interesting one. Moses uses it four times in this account, so
I think he really wants you to latch on to the fact that the waters prevailed. It is a translation of the
Hebrew word gabar. This is actually a military term that applied to winning or being victorious in a
battle. It might also be rendered to mean “overwhelmed, overtook, or conquered.” That certainly
captures what was happening here. Those left outside the ark were defenceless. They were
overwhelmed or conquered by the power and might of the water.
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However God's carefully designed and constructed ark was able to ride it out. It floated on the
surface whilst the chaos and turmoil went on below.

We then read an interesting statement regarding the depth of the flood waters. We are told that all
the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. So again let me take you back to the
argument over whether this was a global or a local flood. Is it possible to have a deep flood in one
area and it not to spill over into an adjacent area? This is what we would have to believe if we
embraced a local flood.

Let us imagine that there had been a terrible flood and that all of Anyang city was underwater. The
water levels had risen to the height of the tallest apartment complexes. In such a scenario would our
neighbours in Uiwang and Gunpo be bone dry? Of course not, in order for that to be the case there
would need to be some supernatural force field holding the water back.

So getting back to the biblical account just how high did the water levels rise? We are informed that
all the high mountains were covered. What is the highest mountain on the planet today? It is of
course Mount Everest which rises to a height of 8,850 metres, K2 is the second tallest at 8,611
metres. We are told that the water covered the highest mountains and exceeded them by a height of
15 cubits or approximately 7 metres. That would mean that there was a layer of water 8,857 metres
deep covering the globe. Surely such a thing would be impossible. But not so fast.

Nothing that we read in Genesis suggests that the mountains that exist today are the same height as
they were in the pre-flood world. In fact what seems likely is that the cataclysmic actions of the
flood and the crust splitting is what created the tallest mountains we have today. But don't just take
my word for it. The scriptures indicate that after the Flood, the mountains were upthrust to their
present positions (Psalm 104). Perhaps you are not persuaded by the “poetic” language of the
psalms. What about some hard science.

You may be interested to learn that on the summit of Mount Everest marine limestone has been
discovered. Embedded in this has been found fossils of seashells, fish, trilobites, bottom-dwelling
crinoids and other marine creatures. How on earth can this be explained. Contemporary science says
that the Himalayan mountain range was formed when the Indian plate collided with the Eurasian
plate about 50 million years ago which pushed what had once been the sea bed up and formed the
mountain plateau.

I think something similar to this happened as a result of the global flood about 4,000-5,000 years
ago.

All of this indicates that the mountains were far smaller than the ones we see today. They were
covered by enough water to allow the ark to move over them without damaging the hull of the
vessel. Also far more tragically that the waters covered every peak to a depth of 7 metres meant that
all life on earth was extinguished. It would be impossible to climb to the highest point and wait for
the flood water to subside.

Let us read on.

18 0| & RO Bof| ‘X 5 +HE il Cier 19 0] B0l Cis AP 51| &2 0] T} &
L] 20 £0] oM e o 231 | H50| FR X}

2004 2 QI=0jA Zreot RHHOI Rt = Qo ALALS 7 [f51 ZIRULIEL O] ARA2 Of OpA[OF 24-{0]
the Asian tsunami 21 LEFSSLIEL O] ALOL= O LiZjo| S2is Op 22 2H7 H B 555 AoRE
LIEE REOIM AIRISO0| 2Ries Mi=S OfX| OfF 2= §iE RO|HRt2E SESS O= ROl =+ &L
Ct O] ARd2 =2| IS o HOFRELEE =2 7P 20Kt =77 OfEE e Th[E0]| RiEH]
Ch Qlee, A2RFE 00, 2I=HIM O] 3R X|H0]| AFE ARIS2 HIEIM Zeies M0 S0 RS
= RE ZiS BE ThRiaUEt

==,

Of PP oiiM=. 22 AEO| AR P HHZEILIEE 20| 3AH| 201t EiChprevailed 0 BiLIEL " EREFER=
Clot= S0I=24| 2AR= O 0P ofM O] H0iE | #OILEARERILIEL Of= TVt 20| " B C = Alels 4=



Back to the beginning — Genesis 18. The deluge — part 2 — Sermon Notes Page 12
Sl2d= |01 24 ZEELICE ORI BIER(0] Ty 7 [Egabar 12| HERIH| A2 HEOIM SEI6k= 22 20|
Oh= TAHEOIRILICE Eook IEEIC) MR FEC], HESIC 2l K2 HAE! 4= UBLICL Of= T A2
AP AR S5 S0l SR AIRISS S| YRS IS2 20| SR ST L Tk
LICE

SIRIZHSI-PAIM Mo Aok TIEL iFF= 1 2= 2is A
ORI = 22t HS0| ARBEIRELIEE

17 CFS S=2| Z0oj| Ciiot SO|=2 50| LigL[Ct #ole] &2 L150| Cf S0l B SiLICE ChA| oA
O0| T X|FA{Ql 20K | =APHQ| S0IX|0]| LS =R4OZ Z0P | HZSLICE S X[0)| 72 St Ehedih
== OF X[Ho2 F0| HXX| b2 == /21 TIoF IAEQ! 24 7461 HOISQICiH O US ARE 2
OfoFSICt

Dl BRGH S4-2 Qlof| Q1 A| TP |20]| BT 2AlSH SAIEE 77 &= ORLIE TIX| =OP7EK| 20| K2Rt
CiH ofeii} 70j| A= 22| OIRE2 20| 2V K| 2271 =2 OflLIEt 22 Z=KI9HR1 20| 22 Jiot
Liok & HLpi,

E 0P |2 S0P I 2f= 0[RS HE2 BE =2 MEO| 20| RZCH 7 SR 34|
X0 Of= AO] 7 FEh =277k 742 OHFEAOR =0P}8 850 DB, &+ HIME =2 A2 K2 28,
611 OERULICH 242 20| 7/ =2 AMES B0 T80t 500, T 247 OJFLHE =0| XISRICHD SEeh |
Ct JCIH X7 Fkp 8,857 OJF Z0[o| 20| R CH= S50 EILICE 2 27159 23 20Xt 25|
CPRIX| OIS,

P | OEpl= 252 EXot= 4450|854 OF ALHe| 1St 22 SO0RH= L2 S Al st
XH0| ZER = AFNRI 2S0| oiRlie| =2 M5S ISOHE 71580l 5L O Xt 222 o= =o|
OFLIFL &2 g Ol A150| o] PIKI= SOKSRICR 715010 QUELIE(ARE 104 ). ARH|" A
b Hoi0f| ESEX| RN NefNPl IS SHEAR

OHEHE LH S0 ok MefRi0| HATIQIC K= AKE0| SOIEK| BaLhk AFP O] Moo= 292D |
=7 HES, oMo MABl= BICLR| S CiYeH ot =32 20| 2 RRUEEHEE O O 20| 7ts
22 Sl felo)| (=™ SIRR|Of L1M= OF 5 MAH A 7 Q=i B2 A OFEIO| SSSITM SHKRAE XEIO|
0122 DRIE ST BlLrk

K= Ot AR o3J0] 2F4 T5 3 1 T Zrlioh CZo| ZniRts Z0R D 2RIt

PR 2 A2 5= S| LIE0| R0  LEECH 2N SRUSS ANRILEL 4150| 20 BZCL| a7/
Off 22 2| B O RIS AILE = ARIELIEL BIS HIEAR! 42 2= S92PH OIH 20p7K| 20 &2
Che AKQH| Of Xee| = P EESS QPRI 71 =2 9K 22 et 7RIV IE 7|
CRf= 22 =7 SRELEE

A SOIETELEE

21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the
spirit of life, all that was on the dry /land, died.
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We have here the tragic confirmation that God did indeed extinguish or blot out all life from the
earth. We would do well to remember that God always accomplishes His will.

Moses is careful to list every category of those that perished. All the birds, domesticated animals,
wild animals, creepy crawlies such as reptiles and amphibians and most tragic of all human beings.
As I have said before this may have been millions or even billions of people. Anyone who was not
on the ark died.

As an aside because insects do not breathe through nostrils they are not included here.
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What you may wonder became of the sea creatures. Did all of them survive the Flood? Sadly not.
Many sea creatures also perished in the flood. We know this because of the fossil record. When the
“fountains of the great deep” were bursting, this would have generated underwater mudslides, or
turbidity currents. The seas would have become dangerous violent environments. Huge amounts of
bottom-dwelling marine life would have been buried and fossilized during the deluge.
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23 So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and

cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and
those who were with him in the ark remained alive.

What we read here is a restatement for emphasis of what we just read. This deliberate use of
repetition serves to remind us that this wasn't "just" a natural catastrophe. It was God who blotted
out (or wiped out) all the human and animal life. It was He who caused the flood. As Creator, Judge
and God, He acted out of His divine authority to execute justice. As sovereign over all of creation
this 1s His prerogative. We are in no position to make judgements or criticise the actions of God. He
alone knows and does what is best in every situation.

Let us conclude our study today with the following verse.
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24 And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.

Our study concludes for today with the whole of the earth covered in water. The waters have
triumphed; they have conquered the land. This situation endured we are told for 150 days. So let's
take a moment to put the flood chronology in order.

Noah and the animals enter the ark seven days before the actual flood begins. After seven days it
starts to rain and the fountains of the deep burst. For 40 consecutive days it rains. After 40 days the
rain stops but for a further 110 days the floodwaters continue to rise. That brings us neatly to day
150. Day 150 marks the peak of the global flood and the moment that the ark comes to rest. But
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please note that after 150 days marks the point that the water levels stopped rising. It would still be
some time before they started to subside.

What happens after the ark comes to rest will be the subject, Lord willing of next week's sermon.
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Lessons to learn
I have three lessons drawn from today's study.
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1 God keeps His promises
There were many good things you could say about my father. He was out-going, personable

generous and generally speaking considerate of others. However he was also something of a
fantasist. He was prone to making wild promises about the things we, as a family would do in the
future. We were going to run a bed and breakfast, buy a boat, move abroad. I doubt my father ever
really believed the things he promised. I think he just got caught up in the excitement they
generated in us and ran with them. Unfortunately my sister and I believed the things he said. We
were captivated and excited by the things he promised. Imagine the fun we'd have on our own boat.
We were bitterly crushed when over time it became apparent that they were only ever just flights of
fancy. There was never anything substantial to them. I vowed that I would never make wild
promises to my daughter. It's a vow I have always kept.

I am glad that God is not like my father. When God says something you can be assured he will
honour His promise. He does not get carried away and say things He has no intention of really
doing. We are never left to ponder whether God will fulfil something He has said. If He has
promised it He will do it.

He had promised to destroy the wicked and evil world of Noah's day. Noah preached this message
to his friends and neighbours but they paid no heed. They clearly did not believe that God would
keep His word. Their failure to listen and then act cost them dearly.

We do not want to be like those foolish people. Let us never forget that God is a promise keeper. If
we honour Him, and obey what He had commanded we are promised His blessings. But equally if
we reject Him and what he commands the outlook is not so positive. So let us banish from our
minds any notion we may have that God might waver or back down. Perhaps this was what the
people in Noah's day thought. Don't worry, God's not really going to do what He said. He's just
bluffing, He's just trying to scare us. Let us not be silly or naive. God always keeps His promises.
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2 God requires exact obedience

I once heard the story of a woman who was offended by some of the things she read in her bible. In
particular, she didn't like the instructions that God gives wives regarding their husbands. She was a
little uncomfortable with the idea of submission. On reflection, she was content with about 95% of
what God's Word said but the remaining 5% was a problem. Now, She wanted to remain a
“Christian” but she couldn't possibly agree to these calls to submit and obey. What was she to do?
She came up with a very clever plan. She got a sharp razor and very carefully cut all the offending
portions out of her bible. Now she had exactly the bible she wanted. As you can imagine God was
very pleased. This is exactly the kind of partial obedience that God requires from us.

I'm being facetious.

When it comes to obedience what does God want from us? It is exact and complete obedience. We
saw this modelled in the example of Noah. He followed all the commands and instructions God
gave him. In all matters he was faithful and obedient. This is what we are to do. We are not at
liberty to obey what we find acceptable and then disregard the remainder. The woman in my earlier
example physically removed the passages she disliked. Now, we might not literally go this far, but
we may be guilty of doing the same thing subconsciously. I know that God's Word says to do this or
that, but I'll just pretend and act as though it doesn't.

Such an attitude is displeasing and dishonouring to the Lord. Let us all submit to His authority and
live in joyful and willing obedience to Him.
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3 God provides a way

How do you suppose that the people of Noah's reacted to the flood? At first, it may have seemed
something of a novelty. A new and interesting phenomenon. But as the water levels rose higher they
would have begun to be concerned. As it covered their lower floors and they climbed up to the
second story the panic and fear would have grown. When they were on the roof and still the rain fell
they would have been seized by real terror. They realised all too later that they were not going to
survive this situation.

To those who lived close enough to see the ark what must they have thought. Suddenly all the
things that Noah had said made perfect sense. This zealous and intense man had been speaking the
truth all along. God had provided a way but they had chosen to ignore it. There can be no worse
feeling than to be able to see the means of salvation but not be able to reach out and grasp it. God
provided a way and they spurned it.

According to Al approximately 160,000 people die everyday worldwide. In Korea that figure is
1,055. I wonder how many of these die without knowing the Lord Jesus Christ. Not just knowing
who He is, but truly knowing Him as their personal Lord and saviour. It's a disturbing thing to think
about because that figure might be very high. Many of those who die each day have willingly
rejected the means of salvation that God so generously offered. They chose another path. They
believed the lie that there are other ways to reach God. In some cases though people die without
having properly heard the gospel message. No one had properly informed them of God's plan of
salvation. What a horrific thought it is to think that someone you know might be, or was in this
situation. That you failed to throw them the life-line of the gospel. That you stood by as they
“drowned” and did nothing.

The truth is that God provides a way for people to be saved but He has given us the responsibility to
tell people about it. Let us all take this responsibility seriously.
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