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13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled
with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make
yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with
pitch. 15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You shall make a window for the
ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You
shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.
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Review — Noah pleases God
Today we are going to look in some detail at God's plan to save a remnant of people from a world

that was wicked and corrupt. But before we get into that let us review some of the key details we
discussed last time.

Chapter number 6 brings to a close the antediluvian period. This span of 1,656 years spans the time
from Adam to Noah. Following the fall of man we saw the offspring of Adam and Eve disperse and
start their own families. During this time the bible outlines ten generations through whom God's
seed of promise was carried. It was clearly a period of history during which many notable things
occurred. It was a time in which human societies developed and flourished. We witnessed the birth
of culture, music, industry, farming and construction. As we see with any technological
advancement its benefit to society depends upon how it is utilised. In the modern world for example
the internet allows for the gospel message to easily and cheaply spread around the globe. It also
however allows pornography to be shared across the world.

In the ancient world Metallurgy provides an excellent example of this. The ability to mine rock and
from it extract and then refine usable metal represented a tremendous technological leap forward. It
allowed metal tools and implements to be made. Such tools could improve farming and construction
practices. But equally the same metal could also be used to fashion swords and spears used to kill or
maim. Keen observers of history will be well aware that technological advancements are almost
always exploited and used in ways that bring about gain of some kind be it personal, political or
monetary. In short human beings because of their sinful natures are drawn towards evil and wicked
things. It is often a struggle to control or suppress our desires to exploit others. The ancient world
was no different to today.

As God surveyed the world He had created He noted how wicked and evil it had become. As we
saw this was in part due to an infiltration of demonic beings who sought human wives. These spirit
beings identified in scripture as being the “sons of God” sought to pollute the seed line of promise.
But this was far from being the only act of evil that God witnessed. We are told quite plainly that at
this time in history all human beings were corrupt. They had thoroughly and completely rejected
God and His morality and decided instead to live as they pleased. God was sorry that He had made
man. And as is His prerogative He passed divine judgement on these people. There would be severe
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consequences if they continued on this path of rebellion and rejection. But even in passing
judgement God showed mercy. He would allow them 120 years, ample time in which to repent and
turn back to Him. Once this time had expired it would be too late. They would be destroyed.

But God had made a promise. His promise to Eve had been that the messiah (the Christ) would
come through the seed of a woman. Unlike us God cannot break a promise. Therefore He knew that
He must preserve the seed line. He could not destroy every single human being and then just start
again. Fortunately there was a worthy man through whom the line could be maintained. The man in
question was Noah. The bible tells us that he was a just and perfect man. As I told you last time this
speaks of his high moral character. He was not perfect in everything he did or said, but in the
darkness of those times he shone like a bright star. In God's eyes he was righteous and blameless.
As scripture tells us he is noted as walking with God. This as I said last time indicates a particularly
close and intimate relationship. Simply stated Noah did what was right and lived in obedience to
God. This was the man, along with his family whom God would save. He, and the future
generations that came from him would carry the promise into the future.

The first generation to come from Noah were his three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. As I told you
last time we can all trace our ancestors back to one of these three men. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ came through the line of Shem.

That nicely brings us to where we are now in the story. God will reveal His plan to save Noah and
his family. We will look at the first part of that plan today.
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Introduction
When I was a child in elementary school there was a popular nursery rhyme or song that we used to
sing about Noah. The rhyme began as follows,

“Who built the Ark?

Noah, Noah,

Who built the ark?

Brother Noah built the ark.”

I'm sure in contemporary British schools such a song would never be sung today. But when [ was
growing up the the late 1970s we still sang Christian songs and received Christian teaching albeit a
rather weak or watered down version of the faith. I once heard someone describe British
Christianity as being the “weak tea” variety. A form or Christianity that is diluted, non-
confrontational, non-offensive and lacking in strong convictions and fervour. Biblically speaking
we might describe it as being lukewarm. I suspect there is some truth to this. Anyway back to my
story.

I remember one boy at school, who thought he was being very clever by subtly changing the song's
lyrics. His version of the thyme went as follows.

Who built the Ark?
No one, No one.

Little I suspect did this boy realise that he was tapping into a rich vein of scepticism. There are
many parts of the bible that critics and sceptics like to highlight as being wholly improbable or
straight out nonsense. A talking snake, the parting of the sea, the virgin birth and a man walking on
water to cite just a few. Such events they claim deify all credibility. They should therefore be
regarded as examples of myth, fable or legend. They are just the made up or embellished stories of
ancient uneducated and superstitious people. Not something therefore that is to be given any real
credence. And most definitely not something to be taken literally. For many people the account of
Noah and his ark falls into such a category. I am sad to say that even some professing Christians
fall into this group. Among this group are influential and well known teachers such as Peter Enns, J.
Warner Wallace and William Lane Craig. They do not believe in a literal global flood.

Among the many objections raised by sceptics include, how could a dumb primitive man with basic
tools construct such a massive boat? Where did all the wood come from? How did Noah gather all
the animals and put them on the ark? How could such a small number of people feed and care for all
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the animals for a year? What did Noah do with all the animal poo? And, where did all the water
come from?

Actually these questions and many of the other objections people raise can be answered with some
careful research and logical reasoning. As we progress I will furnish you with some of this
information. In fact, I'm going to bombard you with statistics and figures. I hope you won't find it
all too much. I want to impart this information because I believe it will strengthen your faith and
give you the necessary ammunition to use with sceptics. If sceptics say the ark is too small to carry
all the animals you will soon be able to give them the precise volume of the ark. You will be able to
explain how all the animals could have fit inside with room to spare! In effect, you will be able to
silence them with facts. The truth may be that many sceptics will simply refuse to listen. Your well
aimed facts will simply bounce off them. They simply don't want the story to be true and as a
consequence cannot be persuaded by anything we have to say. Like the boy in my school story they
will just continue to sing, “No one” when asked who built the ark. Still, we must not let this deter
us. We are called to give an answer to those who question us (1 Pet 3:15). What they choose to do
with the answer we give is between them and God.

Let's get into the story.
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13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

As we have seen over the past couple of sermons God had looked down upon mankind and been
greatly displeased. He had declared that He was sorry He had made man, and that due to their
wickedness and propensity towards violence they will be destroyed. Here in verse 13 He takes Noah
into His confidence and shares His plans with him. Imagine what it must have been like to hear this
news. Noah I'm sure was not naive, he would have been well aware of the wickedness all around
him. He was fully cognisant of the fact that his neighbours and probably extended family members
were pagan idolators. They did not walk with the Lord as he did.

He knew that the man on the nearby farm was a thief and liar. He'd heard rumours that someone in a
nearby village was guilty of murder. But to learn the full extent of what God was about to do must
have come as a shock.

God tells him that the fate of “all flesh” now rests before Him. When we read the term “all flesh” it
indicates that it is both animals and human beings who fall under God's judgement.

Neither will escape. God then moves on to talk about the reason for His decision. God being
sovereign does not need to explain His decisions. He certainly doesn't need to ever explain Himself
to His creation. Let me remind you of the following fact. God is all good, He can only ever do what
is best or right in any given circumstance. So anyone thinking that God is acting in an unfair or
arbitrary way here needs to remember this fact.

However on this occasion He does explain why He is taking this drastic action. He tells Noah that it
is because the earth is full of violence (hamas in Hebrew). I spoke last time about what this word
means and what it includes. It covers much more that just physical violence or harm. It also
embraces the notion of exploitation, injustice, and corruption. The situation then was dire. We might
draw an analogy with sickness. What plagued the earth and all upon it at this time was not a dose of
the flu or the measles. No, things were far worse. The inhabitants of the earth were riddled with an
aggressive form of cancer. A cancer that cannot be cured and results inevitably in death. The time to
act was now upon the Lord. The verdict was in. He would bring His fist down and destroy the
whole of creation. But not quite all of it. He would spare Noah and his family.

Interestingly we are never told of Noah's response to all of this. At no point do we read of him
challenging or questioning God. He never raises an objection, or asks God to explain Himself or

show mercy. All we can determine from the text is that he listened and then all importantly obeyed.

Let us turn now to see God's plan for saving Noah.
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14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and
outside with pitch.

God launches here into the specific instructions that Noah is to follow in making the ark. It should
be quite obvious that these instructions are not very detailed. As one commentary I read observed
given the size and scale of the undertaking the directions are quite brief. That's something of an
understatement. This means that it is likely that what we are getting here is just the bare-bones of
what God really said to Noah. God probably furnished Noah with a much more complete set of
guidelines for building the ark. For obvious reasons those comprehensive plans are not included in
the bible.

And that understanding brings me to another important point I want to emphasise. Many sceptics
have questioned whether Noah would have had the requisite skills or boat building expertise to
build a vessel of this size and scale. How do you think you would fare if asked to build an
apartment building or helicopter? Probably not very well. Today we require teams of specialist boat
building engineers to design and build boats. Surely such a feat couldn't have been accomplished by
a primitive man like Noah.

How can we counter such an objection? Well, firstly I'd argue fiercely against the notion that Noah
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was a “primitive” man. I suspect he was a highly capable and intelligent man. He was probably
superior to any man living today. But secondly, and much more importantly this was God's ark.
Noah was following God's design. So as we progress and see just how perfect the ark was let us not
forget who really designed it.

Let me say a few words about what exactly it was that Noah was called to build. It should be noted
before moving on that it is unlikely that Noah was expected to build this ark all by himself. Even in
100 years this would have been quite an achievement. Today we might say that the owner of a
company has "built" something, when much of the labour is done by others. No one really believes
that Elon Musk personally “builds” Tesla cars. it seems reasonable therefore to assume that Noah
used the help of his sons, and probably others, to construct this ark. I'll return to this point later.

There are a number of Hebrew words that mean boat or ship. Among the most common are oni,

o ’niyah and cphiynah. Have a guess at which of these is used here in Genesis. It's actually a trick
question. None of these words are used. The word that is used here for “ark™ is the word tebah. The
word means “chest,” “vessel,” “box” or “basket.” So God wasn't commanding Noah to build a
“boat” as such. A boat is a particular type of water-borne craft. It is designed and built to be steered,
rowed or sailed. As a means of transportation it must be able to be controlled by those on board.
This was not necessary for the ark. All it was required to do was to float and in doing so preserve
the lives of all on board. It didn't need to go anywhere in particular or even be steered.

The word tebah is rarely used in the bible. It appears on 28 occasions. 26 of these occasions relate
to the ark Noah made. The other two occasions appear in the Book of Exodus and concern Moses.
Do you remember what Moses' mother did to keep her son from the murderous Egyptians? She put
him in a basket and put then placed him among the reeds on the River Nile (Exodus 2). The word
used for “basket” is, you guessed it the word tebah. So in both cases the “ark” served as a means to
preserve or save from drowning two important men. Two men who would play an important role in
God's redemptive plan. Noah would serve as the instrument to save humanity and Moses was the
instrument that God would use to save Israel.

The astute among you may be thinking about another “ark” mentioned in scripture. What you may
be wondering about the “ark of the covenant.” Haven't you forgotten that ark? That is actually a
different Hebrew word altogether. That word is aron which refers to a “chest” or a “coffin.” Back to
our account.
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Noabh is to make an ark. A large floating rectangular box or barge. The box is to be made we are told
of gopherwood. What kind of wood is this? That's a very good question. And one that biblical
scholars simply cannot answer. You see that we have here is what is referred to as a hapax
legomenon. You can impress your friends by telling them what this Greek derived term means. It
refers to when a word or phrase occurs just once within a given text. The term “gopherwood”
appears on only this occasion in the bible. These means we have no biblical parallel with which to
compare or contrast.

Popular suggestions have been that it was kind of cypress. The Hebrew word used here sounds
similar to the word for cypress. It was a popular wood choice for ancient shipbuilders. Alexander
the Great made his fleet out of cypress. Others have proposed a teak, possibly Indian teak. This kind
of wood possesses natural oils that make it very resistant to rot and mildew. It is very strong and
durable wood. Apparently the Chinese discovered a way to make teak even better for ship building.
They buried it underground for a few months which made it even stronger. So maybe Noah
employed this technique.

Another intriguing idea put forward by some is that it is not a species of wood at all but rather a
process or way of handling the wood. The Greek Septuagint translates gopherwood as “square
timber.” So is it talking about precision cut lumber designed to fit or lock smoothly together?

The most intriguing suggestion of all however is one that suggests that gopherwood is actually
referring to laminated wood. The idea is that this is actually multiple thin layers of wood bonded or
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glued together for added strength and flexibility. Today we call wood treated in this way plywood.
Might God have given Noah this amazing new technology? We cannot say with certainty but it's an
intriguing thought.

God also instructs Noah to design rooms inside the ark. This is the word gen (pronounced kane). It
more accurately describes “nests.” What it is telling us that the ark was full of animal pens, shelters
houses or enclosures designed to keep the animals safe and comfortable. At times the ark would
have encountered large waves and rough seas. So the animals would have needed to be carefully
and properly enclosed. We might also imagine that God gave Noah instructions for how to build in
food and water chutes and ways to take away animal excrement. All kinds of ingenious suggestions
have been proposed.

The final detail given in this verse tells us how the ark was to be treated once it was built. It was to
be covered or coated inside and out with pitch. This is the Hebrew word kopher.

There has been considerable debate about what this pitch was actually made of. It could have been a
type of petroleum tar or a gum like resin made from pine. Pine resin was a common source of ship
coating in the ancient world. Whatever substance it was made from this pitch or tar served to act as
a waterproof covering. In actual fact coating both inside and out meant that the wood was
sandwiched in pitch. This not only made it very efficient at sealing the joints and keeping water out,
but also made it impact resistant. This would have been important as he ark may have collided with
floating trees or other debris.

Experiments with an explosive charge near both wood and concrete walls either coated with resin
(pitch) or without showed quite dramatic results. The untreated walls were badly damaged by the
explosions. The treated or coated walls by contrast were largely undamaged (Warren Nunn, Noah’s
Ark—water and impact resistant? Explosive experiments show benefits of pitch double coating,
Creation 36 p,15 published 2014)

So once again, surprise surprise God knows exactly what He is doing.

Let us move on and learn about the ark's dimensions.
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15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its
width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.

The next set of instructions from God deal with the size, or the dimensions of the ark. As you will
note God is very precise. I will speak more on the significance of these values shortly. The ancient
form of measurement was the cubit. The word “cubit” derives from the Latin word cubitum which
means ‘elbow.” A cubit is the distance from the point of the elbow to the tip of the tip of the middle
finger. There were actually two cubic measures used in the ancient world. The Hebrew cubit the
ammah measured 18 inches or 46cm. The Egyptian “royal cubit” was 20 inches or 50 cm in length.

You may have seen pictures of the Ark Encounter theme park in Williamstown, Kentucky. The
centre piece of their park is a giant ark built by the Answers in Genesis organisation in 2016. They
built their replica ark using the royal cubit.

Let us assume here that it is the slightly smaller Hebrew cubit that Noah employed. This would
mean that the ark's measurements were as follows.

Its length was 137 metres, its width was 23 metres and its height was 14 metres. All of this means
that in technical language this was a BIG boat! It was one and a half times the size of a Fifa
approved soccer field, or nearly the size of three Olympic sized swimming pools. Noah's ark was
probably the largest wooden ship ever built. It is right around the maximum size that a wooden ship
could be built. Any bigger and it would be unstable and liable to fracture in high seas. History tells
us about some other big ancient wooden ships but none match or exceed Noah's ark. In fact it
wouldn't be until the 19™ century that bigger boats were built. By way of a size comparison imagine
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the ark standing up on it's end.

How would it measure up the Elizabeth Tower in London, the home of course of Big Ben? The
Elizabeth Tower completed in 1859 rises to a height of 316 feet or 96 meters. So the ark standing on
end would exceed this famous landmark by 41 meters.

Let's compare the ark to the Washington Monument. Completed in 1884 it is the tallest true obelisk
in the world. It rises to a height of 555 feet or 169 meters. This means it exceeds Noah's ark by 32
meters.

Now you may simply assume that there is nothing particularly special about the dimensions of the
ark. This was just the size of vessel that was required. But not so fast. This remember was God's
design. It's highly unlikely that He just randomly plucked these figures from the air. This is indeed
the case. Research has proven just how important the ark's dimensions really were.
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In 1993 a team of Korean ship engineers decided to conduct some tests on Noah's ark. The nine
man team headed by Dr Hong were all employed by the ship research centre KRISO, based in
Daejeon. Dr. Hong’s team compared twelve hulls of different proportions to discover which design
was most practical. They wanted to determine how well the various designs fared against big waves
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or rough seas. Which design was most stable and provided the most comfortable ride for its
passengers. All ships have to try and balance the conflicting demands of stability (resistance to
capsizing), comfort, and strength. This delicate balance can easily be lost if the proportions are
slightly modified. Any changes in the length, width or height can render the vessels either unstable,
prone to fracture, or dangerously uncomfortable. Do you know what their research discovered?
Prepare yourselves not to be shocked.

They found that no hull shape or ship design was able to significantly outperform the 4,300-year-
old biblical design. Or to put it more simply the Ark was found to be perfectly balanced. The Ark’s
length-to-width ratio is 6:1. This ratio gives stability and is crucial for handling rough seas. The
study confirmed that the Ark could handle waves as high as 30m but aside from being strong is also
provided a smooth (relatively speaking) ride for the humans and animals on board. Most modern
ships today follow the same proportions as the ark.

Let me turn next to say a little about the ark's carrying capacity. One of the most cited criticisms of
the ark is that it was far too small to be able to house all of the required animal species. I shall speak
more on the subject of the animals next time. So just how spacious was the ark? Would there have
been space for a games room and a casino along with all the pens for the animals.

Going with the Hebrew cubit the total volume of the ark would have been 1.5 million cubic feet
(42,475 cubic meters).

Its floor space, divided over three decks, would total over 101,000 square feet (9,383 square
meters). This is equivalent to twenty-two standard college basketball courts!

To help better imagine how much space there was on board the ark let us think in terms of trucks. In
the US and many other countries animals (livestock) are transported around in specially semi-
trailers. In the UK we call them articulated lorries. They are usually fitted with multiple levels so
that more animals can be transported at the same time. We are talking here only about the trailer
towed by the truck. The part that houses the animals or goods. A typical trailer is 12 metres (40 feet)
long, 2.6 metres (8.5 feet) wide and 4 metres (13 feet) high. This means the volume of the
individual trailer is 4,420 cubic feet. The ark would be able to transport 340 trailers of this size.
That represents a considerable amount of storage space.

Other researches have run similar calculations using train box cars. This is how freight is moved
around on the railroads of the world. It has been calculated that the capacity of the ark is
equivalent to 522 boxcars. Again that is a great deal of carrying capacity. You can get 240 sheep or
sheep sized animals in one boxcar. So if you had 522 boxcars each with 240 sheep inside you’d be
able to transport 125,000 animals!
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16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set
the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.

God concludes His very general instructions to Noah in this verse. He is to make a “window” for
the ark. This is a translation of the Hebrew word tsohar which is only used once in all of scripture.
This means scholars have no other usage with which to compare it. It literally means a “light” or
“double light” as in midday or noon. The ark's “window” was evidently a way of allowing outside
light and ventilation into the Ark. The details given here are quite interesting. A surface level
reading might lead one to believe that God's instruction included the building of just one 18 inch
(45cm) window. Surely this would have been wholly inadequate for all those aboard the ark.
Imagine a space of this immense size being served by just one small window. So the question we
must ask is whether this is really referring to just one small window? I think not.

Today modern ships are built with portholes in the side. These, for very obvious reasons cannot be
opened. Ventilation is achieved through extraction fans and air filters. Such technology was
obviously unavailable to Noah. But he certainly did need some way of circulating fresh air and of
lighting the interior. The ark, not to put too fine a point on it would have been a little smelly. All
those animals breathing out carbon dioxide and defecating in a confined space.

It would have also been very warm. You'd have had all those animals producing heat with their
bodies. So how could air circulate around the ark and help keep things cool and fresh?

One very effective way to provide both light and ventilation would be to build a sheltered (roof
covered) opening one cubit high all along the middle of the roof, or a row of windows one cubit
high all around the top of the Ark. This would have allowed for a good flow of air and helped keep
the ark a bearable place to be.

16 27PfIE& 00 fPikEE et #olo0 222 g2 o0 o 6o Xkt

Of TZ0IM St O TA = KA AlSE DR ISHuLIEE LOR==r0]| & & RSO0k LIt Ot
S|E2I0] THO' X5/ F1s6har)' 2| HHRIH| 0| TIof= 444 Tk 7120| O 7720 T ot HRFARRELICE =
SIXIS0| O] CIOtE HIwrst CIE oA P IELIEL @A KR S B 70| &= Hi| S5 CPfpib It 50|
"2 20| 50| S0121 2P = 2ot ZOIRTIE O of M IE! MiF ARO| DR SOISELIEE HEo=0t
SHATSIEH SHA=VHIN TEK| 45em 0 OO0 Ch O OO0 O LT . SQis| HEESof| EF 2= 0fS0||




Back to the beginning — Genesis 15. Prepare the ark — part 1 — Sermon Notes Page 14

A Q8= HE0| 534S AR 225 AHich S201| T oijo] R2 EERF QL deol 2Ae. I
CIH OPI0| ‘S22 EHolie| 22 =S SPloks A2 M| &40k 2ZX| HiatIrt

RS olf] k2 FH0]| 22 ER(portholes) S0| USLHIEL OIS EZ2 O Mot OlR= B 4 Gt
Ch 2P = 287 |2t 57| BHE Soll ORIt SoloPil= S2io] I3 71=0| SIRELEE SRR kot &

715 TP &5 LIRS Biole U2 2%0| ZaRELt Ol: E5= Pt aidlis LI &2 <20
S==0| ORRIENS LS HitESS HIEeL R, AP SES2| 2oz Qbl iR HRE ZLIFE 20t
&= 2 SV IS O ==0610] oM 7RI -+~ SR Bt 2P IS SA0l| Misol= Oife =apdel &
Bl S St XS 320l 1 7l 0| BVt e 782 T/, W KIS =210l 1 A =00 =8 X

Sk= Z4RILIEE O Bl 7P+ & Sokt 5= Qls 742 Bk o= Rl 4= ARiE ARILIEL

We also learn that Noah was to set a single door in the side of the ark. This makes good sense.

A door represents a vulnerability in a structure. A place that might leak and need to be monitored.
Far better then to just to allow for one door. No dimension are provided but it must presumably
have been large enough to allow for the entrance and exit of all the animals who would be making
the voyage with Noah and his family.

We also read the detail that the ark is to have three floors or decks. If they were of equal height, they
would each be 10 cubits (4.7 metres) high. This space was necessary to allow for the various rooms
or enclosures for all the animals. We must assume that there were stairs or more probably ramps
that connected the decks together and allowed the occupants to move easily through the ark.

I want to conclude today's sermon by addressing the issue of whether Noah had the time to
complete an undertaking of this size. Many critics point to the fact that one man could not have
achieved such a feat.

First, the time-frame Noah had to complete the task is usually referred to as being in the range of
100 years. We know this because he was 500 years old when he and his wife began to have their
sons (Gen 5). The flood came when he was 600 years old (Gen 7). You can get a great deal done in
100 years. We should also bear in mind that Noah probably wasn't doing this single-handedly. It is
very likely that his wife, their three sons and their wives also helped. In addition to them, Noah's
father, Lamech, and grandfather, Methuselah, were alive until just prior to the time of the flood.
Each of these patriarchs had other sons and daughters. Could Noah's father, grandfather, uncles, or
other family members also have helped in the construction? It's certainly possible. Or, perhaps Noah
hired labourers, even skilled labourers from nearby communities and cities?

Let's crunch the numbers. Suppose Noah did work alone. If he worked 10 hours a day every day of
the year that amounts to 3,650 working hours a year. If we multiply this by 100 we arrive at the
astounding number of 365,000 working hours.

If his three sons agreed to join him and followed his working pattern working we can now add
1,095,000 working hours to the total. If we combine all four men's efforts we arrive at the figure of
almost 1.5 million hours of work. If we assume that all four wives worked in the same way we can
double this figure. So with just 8 people we have 3 million working hours. Obviously it is difficult
to compare modern ship building practices with those of the ancient world. But just for the sake of
comparison a cruise ship today takes around 100,000 working hours to complete.

What I am suggesting here is that this mammoth undertaking was entirely possible. Even if we
exclude any supernatural involvement from God it is still achievable. Noah was not some primitive
Neanderthal. During his 500 years he had accumulated a great deal of knowledge and wisdom.
Also as we have seen in a previous study metal tools and implements had been invented by this
time. The tools available were most likely quite sophisticated. The antediluvian period was more
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advanced than we typically imagine. I'm afraid that we are all guilty of what C. S Lewis described
as “chronological snobbery.” This is the belief that anything in the past is inferior to now. The idea
that with the progress of time we have become far smarter and more advanced than those living in
the past. It simply is not true.

Next week Lord willing we will look at God's plans for the animals.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's study.
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1 Live like Noah
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God chose Noah as the man to save. He was the one who was declared to be just and righteous. He
was the man we are told who walked with God. Nothing is told to us about the moral integrity of his
wife, sons or their wives. Were they good and godly people? We are left to speculate. But they were
spared from disaster due to their connection to Noah. I'd like to think that since Noah was himself
such a righteous man that his influence rubbed off on those around him. They watched him
everyday and saw how his faith and trust in God impacted his life. They followed his example and
also loved and trusted God. So in this respect Noah helped saved his loved ones.

We, too, are called to lead and guide our families and influence those around us. Never
underestimate the power that good and righteous living has on those around you. If we walk with
God and live in obedience to Him, then we cannot help but reflect that goodness to others. In this
regard we can have a positive impact. Just like with Noah this is what we are called to do. Let us do
all we can to encourage those around us to look to Christ who shines through our lives.
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2 It's Jesus or nothing

As I told you during the sermon the word that is used for the “ark” (febah) appears twice in
scripture. It is used for Noah's boat and also for the “basket” in which the infant Moses was placed.
On both occasions the ark represents a symbol of salvation. Eight people were saved on the ark and
Moses was saved when he was placed in the basket on the Nile. But of course we need to look
beyond the ark itself. What really saved these people was God's grace. The ark might have been
smashed to smithereens by the waves. But God protected those inside. The basket that held Moses
might have upturned or sank. But again God protected Moses. He was the one ensuring their safety
through the physical provision of their respective arks.

God still provides protection for those He desires to save. God is gracious and merciful in His desire
to save. He desires that non perish. Today we are saved when we turn to Christ. He is our ark. When
we come to Him, confess our sin, repent of our wrongdoing and then put our faith and trust in Him
we are saved. We are brought into the “ark” and the door is sealed behind us. Those in the “ark” of
God's grace cannot be lost. The waves of life may batter us but we will not sink or be lost. It really
is Jesus or nothing. May we hold fast to this truth and impart it to others.

2 oLl 0 0

Ao TEETZO0| "HER(EfEfebah)E S6k= TIOf= 80| = H LESLICE LO°| BERR| 0P| HAIE Ef
FE HFLP QILCE & 4R B U= R0 ARIRILICE 00| HEROM= OfS ARRIO| RN BNl=
0O OO0 O . SKRRHSE |= B O XMRIE 2H QEILICE OIS S o2 1Rkt




Back to the beginning — Genesis 15. Prepare the ark — part 1 — Sermon Notes Page 17
22 S| S5{LIEL YESE D0 ARMERZI0| 92 e QIQIRIEL SI-PEPHIN 1 010j| QIE ARSE 26t
NELCE ZAP R AP REREE 5= QQKIEE GA | SILIEHN EMIE BDSPSELEL SI-IE= 21210
HIPSE Sol| 1=2| OFHZ HESH TASLICE

SILPH OFFIS| TRIOP |2 SIOH RISS HSILIL il SHED KHZSA ARISS 72018
QRII} 22 7z BRISP I U] QAL S2Pt IR LIOR I RRkISLIE 10| ©
(0] SROILIL 2P} 0P LIOP | S5 5k sPHein] U2 2n oKt I TRRESLEL S2i=
"B QIO QI 22| S 20| EIEILIL Sitelo] S50 1 O] Q= Xi= Z3 BRISHK| Bk
C} W] T} 9218 BARPIE S2i= TR 212 K| 015 ZILIE ZI02 o ot Ol
QELEL S2P}o| ZRIZ | 251 L2 0TI %t 4 OIS bRkt



