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9 This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah
walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 The earth
also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 So God looked upon
the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.
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Review — Wickedness and judgment

Today we are going to look at the genealogy of Noah. Before you throw your hands up in despair
because we've arrived at another genealogy fear not. Noah's family record for is very brief. It won't
require you to find matchsticks to prop open your eyes. But before we get into that let's take a few
moments to review what we looked at last time.

Last Sunday we unpacked one of the most mysterious, challenging and controversial portions of
scripture. It is one on which there is no shortage of opinions or ideas. There is an old joke about the
opinionated nature of Jewish people. The joke goes, if there are two Jews in a room there will be
three opinions. A similar thing could be said for the opening section of Genesis chapter 6. Ask four
Old Testament scholars or interpreters and you'll get five opinions. What you may ask is the issue?
Why is there such disagreement over Genesis chapter 67

The main areas of disagreement lie in how we understand the terms “sons of God” and “giants.”
How we interpret and understand these terms feeds into how we understand what was happening at
this time in history and also later. As I told you last time the key thing to remember when we are
trying to understand the bible is to allow it to interpret itself. So when for example we come to a
word, expression or teaching that seems puzzling we look to see if another area of scripture throws
light upon it. This is most definitely the case with what we find in chapter six.

Genesis chapter 6 records events that were taking place towards the end of the antediluvian period,
This is the fancy term that refers to the time prior to the flood. A span of time covering 1,656 years
and embracing ten generations from Adam to Noah. During this period of history a great deal took
place. We witnessed the birth and development of human society, culture, industry, warfare and
farming. Unfortunately we have no record of this time.

This hasn't stopped scholars from speculating but this is really all it is, educated guess work. What
we can say however with absolute certainty is that wickedness and evil were dominant at this time.
People were wholly focused upon doing evil things. Scripture informs us that God looked down and
was greatly displeased with His creation. What had once been perfect was now corrupted.

One of the things that God saw which massively upset Him was the conduct and behaviour of the
“sons of God.” We read that they greatly desired the beautiful women on the earth at that time. They
left their natural domain, married these women and produced children. As I said last time the
identity of the “sons of God” is much debated. Who, or what exactly are they? Two common views
which have risen to the fore particularly in modern times says that they are human men.
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The first human based view argues that the “sons of God” are men from the godly line of Seth who
married women from the ungodly sons of Cain. God was unhappy with this practice because the
godly line of Seth was supposed to remain pure and undefiled. They were to not intermarry and
intermingle with those who were corrupt.

The second human based view argues that the “sons of God” refers to kings, rules or nobles who are
adopting a divine title for themselves. Now, I am king I am a god and should be treated as such!
This was a common practice across the ancient world. We know for example that from Julius
Caesar onwards the Roman emperors believed themselves to be gods. These men irked God for two
reasons. Firstly, He did not like them assuming a divine title for themselves, and secondly for
accumulating a harem of peasant women and living in a polygamous way.

I do not believe that either of these views can adequately explain how this practice occurred here,
and then later after the flood. By far the better, and I might add traditional view is that the “sons of
God” refers to angelic spirit beings. Let's be precise with our language here. They were in fact
demons or demonic entities. As I explained last time at some length in the Old Testament when the
Hebrew term bene ha’elohim (sons of God) is used it only ever refers to angelic beings (both good
and bad).

So what the bible is describing here in Genesis 6 is the monstrous invasion of demonic beings onto
the earth. They either took on human form, or else possessed human men so that they could marry
and breed with human women. As I explained last time the purpose of this was to try to defile or
pollute human beings. Satan knew that God had promised to send a saviour who would crush his
head (destroy him) through the seed of a woman. He did not know through whom this seed would
come, so his plan was to corrupt it all.

From this unholy union came a race of “giants” referred to in scripture as the Nephilim. These men
due to their superior genetic make-up were fearsome warriors or men of renown. They were
considerably taller, thicker set and much stronger than the average men of those times. We know
from the bible that Goliath for example, the most famous biblical giant was around 300 cm tall. The
other “giants” may have been considerably taller than him. If you want a modern day perspective
the basketball legend Michael Jordan is 198 cm tall.

We also learn that it was not only the “sons of God” who were acting in wild and wicked ways. The
human occupants of the earth were also all consumed with evil intent. The bible tells us in very
vivid terms that every intent of the heart and minds of the people living at this time was evil. It truly
was a terrible time in human history.

God is not about to sit back and allow this to situation to fester. So He passes judgment. He will
give humankind 120 years in which to confess, repent and then live in a way that He approves. If
they fail to heed the warning they will be destroyed. How generous and merciful God is. By rights
He could have zapped them instantly. But He lovingly allowed them the time and opportunity to
change.

I recently read a very interesting book about an FBI profiler called John Douglas. He was actually
the originator of the technique or practice of building up a criminal profile. Using all the available
evidence and comparing it with other similar crimes profilers are able to assemble a fairly accurate
picture of the perpetrator. They can assert, with a fair degree of accuracy that the criminal for
example was white, of a stocky build, drove a pick-up truck and probably didn't graduate high
school. This information can help the police focus their search. Douglas also spoke in some length
in the book about the numerous delays that are a regrettable part of the US legal system. Convicted
criminals have the right to appeal, challenge and generally hold up the process of justice often for
many years. To those families seeking justice this is deeply frustrating.
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We want wrong-doers to pay quickly, preferably immediately for what they have done. We want
speedy justice unless it is us who are guilty. Then we want mercy, clemency and leniency.

So God gives the people 120 years to admit they are living in sin and then turn back to Him. No one
can complain to God and bemoan the fact that they weren't given adequate time. Sadly as we shall
soon discover the people did not pay heed to the warning. They squandered this wonderful
opportunity. They did not take the chance to repent and turn back to the Lord.

God knew this of course. And as He looked out upon this soon to be destroyed world He sought a
man through whom He could work. Just one godly and righteous man would suffice. He found that
man in the person of Noah. We will look at him today.
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9 This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked
with God.

The lengthy genealogy that occupies all of chapter 5 ends at Noah. We are told in this chapter about
the ten generations of men through whom the seed line of promise flows. This was essential
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because God for good reason had to discard the wicked line of Cain. The ten patriarchs were men
chosen by God through whom He would work. Our assumption must be that since God selected
them they were good and godly individuals. Not perfect men of course, but men who had faith and
trust in God.

As I said when we looked at the genealogy in some depth very little is revealed to us regarding the
character of the ten patriarchs. We know for example that Enoch was a just and righteous man, he
“walked with God” (Gen 5:22). But aside from him the bible tells us next to nothing about the other
patriarchs until we come to Noah. Noah is set to become a very important figure in scripture.

We know this because he is the only patriarch whose name Moses takes the time to explain (Gen
5:29). That this detail is included is a strong hint that what God will enable him to do is significant.

The other men serve as important milestones across the antediluvian period but Noah is set apart as
being someone different. This I think is reflected in the widespread recognition he receives.

Everyone knows about Noah. Even people who have never read the bible, or attended church have
heard something about him. They might not know the precise details but they could tell you that he
was connected in some way with a large boat, animals and a flood. There have been songs and
stories written about him and even movies made. In 2014 the director Darren Aronofsky released a
movie entitled “Noah.” It starred such Hollywood luminaries as Russell Crowe, Anthony Hopkins
and Emma Watson. I've not watched the film myself but reports I've heard say it presents a very
loose and problematic re-telling of the biblical story. I recommend sticking with God's Word.

The story of Noabh is also a perennial favourite in Sunday school. Anyone who ever attended
Sunday school will have heard the story, made a paper ark and re-enacted the animals walking two
by two. So given his significance in both human and biblical history we would expect to be told a
little more about him. And this will prove to be the case. So let's dive in. Let's see what the bible has
to tell us about Noah.

The verse begins by telling us that this is the account of the genealogy of Noah. This is biblical
language to tell us that we are now entering a new section. In technical terms the toledat of Adam
has now finished and we are beginning the toledat of Noah. Unlike the genealogy in chapter 5 this
one does not automatically launch into a list of the men it contains. Instead, the foledat of Noah
begins by revealing to us something about Noah's character. Let's discover what kind of a man he
was. Three important character details are given to us.
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First off we read that he was a just (zsaddig in Hebrew) man. God looked at him and judged him to
be righteous. In fact, he is held up as being the epitome of human righteousness in the Old
Testament. He along with Job and Daniel are singled out for this honour. Given all the people we
meet throughout the Old Testament that's some accolade. To be regarded as “just” implies that he
acted, behaved and spoke in a way that was right or pleasing to God. The word in Hebrew conveys
the idea of being just, virtuous, and in right standing with God. Righteousness however is not
merely an external adherence to rules or laws, but involves a heart aligned with God's will.

Secondly we learn that he was perfect (tamim in Hebrew) in his generations. The word “perfect”
might be better translated as blameless. In essence what it means is that there was nothing sinful
that anyone could accuse or blame him of doing. He demonstrated moral integrity, uprightness, and
a wholehearted devotion to God.

When paired together “just” tsaddigq and “perfect” tamim stress the condition of being wholly or
completely righteous. In every way, both inwardly and outwardly, Noah was right in the sight of
God. This very same combination of “just” and “perfect” were used to describe Job (“blameless and
upright” Job 1:1). Given the wicked nature of the times in which Noah lived this is high praise. His
era (generation) was a time of great immorality and spiritual darkness. A time in which everyone
was living in a way that seemed right to them, but not Noah. He resisted the urge to follow the
example of those around him. This as we all know is not easy. As the bible warns us, “Evil company
corrupts good habits.” (1 Cor 15:33). It takes great strength to resist falling into the evil practices of
the world around us.

Now we are not to read this description of Noah and assume it means he was perfectly sinless. He
was clearly a very good man, but he was not without sin. No human being born after the fall except
the Lord Jesus was perfectly sinless. Everyone else has been born with an inherited sin nature. This
means that we sin because we are sinners.

What it does mean as regards Noah is that in character, reputation, and practice, Noah was
exceptional. He stood out as being different or special. It was this that set him apart from the rest of
humanity.

This is what we want people to think about us. As faithful followers of Christ we want our families,
friends, work colleagues and neighbours to look at us and say, “This person may not be perfect, but
it is clear to me that they do good and not bad things.” We then want them to wonder why? “Is there
some reason why this person lives this kind of life? What is it that sets them apart and makes them
different?”” We hope, and we can encourage them to understand that it is the influence of Christ in
our lives that makes us different.

In Noah's case it was his faith in God. We know this because Noabh is included in the Hebrews hall
of faith. Verse 4 of chapter 11 reads as follows.
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By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared
an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of
the righteousness which is according to faith. (Hebrews 11:4)

The third and final thing we learn about Noah's character is that he walked with God. This puts
him in the same class as his great-grandfather, Enoch. As I said when we looked at Enoch this
expression is used to indicate a very close and intimate relationship. Allow me if you will to paint a
picture of what this looks like in practice.
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I want you to imagine that you are in England on a beautiful summers evening. Somewhere like the
picture on the screen. A peaceful and quiet country lane. All you can hear is the sounds of the birds
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chirping in the trees and the lazy drone of summer bees.

You are not walking along this lane alone. Next to you is your closest friend. An intimate
companion. As you walk side by side you chat easily together, laughing from time to time and
nodding in agreement with the things they say. Since you are at peace and comfortable with this
person you share your heart. You tell them about your deepest fears and anxieties. You share your
hopes and dreams for the future.

Your attention is solely focused on this person. You might occasionally notice the surrounding
beauty, a colourful bird, a butterfly but only to point it out to your companion. “Look at that bird,
did you see that butterfly?”” Your only desire is to share the experience together. You are in perfect
harmony and delight in the ease and comfort of being close. Doesn't that sound wonderful?

That was how it was between Noah and God. Noah walked through life with God alongside him as
his constant companion.

And that's how God wants it to be between you and Him. To walk with God is not something
reserved only for “super-believers” like Enoch and Noabh. It's a privilege that God extends to all His
children. I've met a few people, but sadly only a few that I would say truly walked with God. What
set them apart like stars in the night-time sky was that they were so different to the world around
them. It was clear from they way they lived, spoke and behaved that they knew Jesus intimately and
that He knew them. Such people, just like Noah are able to change the world.

Let me say a few things about what the bible has to say on this subject.
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Biblically speaking to walk with God implies that you and God are in agreement about your life.
The prophet Amos asks us whether two people can walk together unless they are in agreement
(Amos 3:3). Logic would tell us they cannot. We cannot happily walk down the road with a person
with whom we vehemently disagree. Therefore to walk with God requires a degree of introspection.
For some of us it may be uncomfortable to do this. But it is essential. So let's take a moment to
consider our lives. How do you think you are doing in your Christian walk?

Excellent, good, satisfactory or poor? More importantly what do you think God's assessment of you
would be? Where is work, or improvement needed? What can you do to ensure that you and God
are in agreement surrounding your direction of travel?
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To walk with God also means that you have aligned your will with His and seek every day to
consider yourself "crucified with Christ" (Galatians 2:20). This is not suggesting that the standard is
perfection in this regard. God is not expecting us to always and in every way match His will. We are
all sinners and therefore fall short. But it does mean that your heart’s desire is to be pleasing to God.
It means that your number one priority in life is to try and match God's will. It also means that you
are willing to let His Spirit conform you to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29). Again we need to
examine ourselves and assess how we are doing in this regard.

Finally, when the Bible speaks of "walking," it often refers to a lifestyle. A deliberate decision to
live and behave in a certain way. As believers, we have two choices. We can either choose the way
of the world, or God's way (walking in the Spirit). To walk with God means we choose to glorify
Him in every way we can, regardless of personal cost. It is relatively easy to walk in God's way
when life is easy. As soon as we are faced with an obstacle or a cost then we find our faith is truly
tested. When we are asked to choose between what would be pleasing to God and something
someone else is asking us to do then we must decide. Is it Christ or the world? The person who
walks with God chooses Christ.

This then describes Noah. A man who walked with God.

Let us read on.

FEHOR S|t SASIR= 242 PP HOIER| St XBl= ais M= IS QP IRILIEL KK} Of A=

T AZI0[ S0 ZX| o O SASPI=L T Z5LIE( 012 3:3). =2 FO2 2Rl =/ IS f2k=
ORH0| =M TE At =0k St =+ SIS IRE2 SifEnt SHSIEH AP | SEO| 2RI

Off 0|52 OP0| 22t 4= QX [2F Of= TRl PSR TA| P2I0| &S SOREA I D2 EQlOZA0)
| w2 OfEELIIP 25eVIR, T2VI8, DA RN, OfLH F5eb I T 20t 82 Sl &

LIS OfEH F okl ofH Fi=0iM 201 70| Eli-pk L210| 440 OFI0| Sit=ie| Seat 2kt
7| 2ol FUE T o U

Ol-fent-Solth= 242 Shlo| 558 20| SX01| S, O XRE D2 Aot ebH| £ o 2 =il Rk (2
2[E0R 2:20) 2 0P f= 2 SRR Of= 2i6H0F SICk= 520] OFLIEL S22 f2Pt 2E Bk 22
O 0| 2iiopH| Fie 2 EL 7oK | ot f2f= B ZRI0|22 £5510| L SKKEF 2| DI
% 718 2 20| S-S 7 AP Of= 2 1E 2wl 7 i Saot 4P oliEe] 558 MEsY 50k
UL S0t 92| =89 SILIER| Of OrEE ®OP =R 7VHO| =50k & Als A& 2PRILIEKZ
O 8:29). 2= O] F20IM AA2S FHHSkD S0 Zol A=K B [BHOF -IEf

DRIeZ 20 "SI twalk "= T2 5 &2 AS 7RRILEE E80t Aoz A Assp = ol
Moz Zpidk= 2L Bi= X2M 20 5 71K =10 QEELIEE Miee| 25 Bligh 221K Of {3 Si-t
o] 24 4528 Qo] 4= 24 S St 20| QUL SILHIm BBk 242 TiRMiol SIS ZMSieRiE B 4
U= 2= Yoz ) FaS 2P |2 (EliokE XS PRIV 0| £ER U= oi-fEel 25 Z7PHHlW
M HELCE SRR RIS VIS XIEPFE [ B|24 220 BIS0| FFYoz Al ELICE L2t Sies
7 [BEAA| Sh= 240 IR AR 26l 2ok= 2 AMOM A=tisior & ] 22 k= Z8S Liekeibint 2 =0l
7} O MieDp Si-Eit SSh= A2 RS MEioh |t

OO Hi= Sj-fent St LOofo| BRI AR OIS

10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

As we found out at the end of chapter 5 Noah was blessed by the Lord with three sons; they were
Shem, Ham and Japheth. We know that these three men along with their wives and Mr and Mrs

Noah were the only ones to survive the great flood. Just eight people from a population perhaps in
the billions.

As I mentioned in a previous sermon Noah is singled out among the list of ten patriarchs as being
the only one not mentioned as having an additional number of unnamed children. We are left to
speculate whether he had other children and they are not mentioned, or that unusually for this time
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period he only had three children. Let us turn to what we do know.

When Noah was 500 years old he fathered three sons. I explained about how we know the birth
order back in sermon 12. I'll not repeat that information here. The first son born was probably
Japheth. His name means “opened.” The second son was Shem. He was born when Noah was 502
years old. The word Shem means “name.” That probably strikes you as being a rather odd name
choice. So allow me to explain what it means. Today we might say about a prominent person or
personality that they have a “name” or that they are a “household name.” We don't mean that they
are called Sally or Tom. What we mean is that due to their efforts or achievements they have earned
a certain level of fame or notoriety. We are saying that people know this person's name. This is
really the idea behind the name Shem. It is suggesting to us that he was a man of fame or high
reputation. People recognised his name. Not necessarily because he himself was great, but that the
creator God was working through him.

The third son born was Ham. We don't know how old Noah was when Ham came along. His name
means “hot.” I should add at this point that there is some debate surrounding the birth order of
Noah's three sons. In truth though it's not really a big issue.

There are far more important topics to argue over.

You may be wondering why Shem is listed first if he was in fact the second son. To explain this we
need to know a little bit about how offspring were ordered in the ancient world. The order given
often reflected the importance or achievement of the child. They weren't always listed therefore in
strictly chronological order. So why you might ask does come Shem first on the list. The answer to
this lies in who eventually comes from the line of Shem. Luke in his gospel provides us with a
genealogy of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. He traces His line from Joseph back to Adam. Of
course along the way Shem is mentioned (Luke 3:36). So because the Christ comes through his
ancestral line Shem takes precedence over his brothers.

As we know it is from these three sons that the whole world will be re-populated following the

flood. We will look at that fascinating subject when we come to the table of nations contained in
chapter 10.
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11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

As we saw back in verse 5 mankind at this time in history was thoroughly wicked and evil. Human
beings were consumed by the thought of nothing but evil. That idea is again emphasised here. God
looks at the world He created and sees that it is corrupt (shdchath in Hebrew). It now lies in ruin, or
in a state of serious decay. What He had made and observed as being good back in Genesis one is
now unacceptably disgraced by human sin.

As we have seen in recent studies fallen angelic beings, demons had invaded the earth and interbred
with human women. The offspring of these ungodly unions were a race of monstrous warrior giants.
It is hardly surprising with viscous brutish giants wandering around that violence ensued. The word
for “violence” that is used here is the word hamas. Depending on the context it can mean

“violence,”

99 Cey

cruelty,” “injustice” or simply “wrong-doing.”

Today we are very familiar with the word “hamas.” This is because it is the name adopted by a
Palestinian terrorist organisation. On October 7™ of 2023 Hamas launched an unprovoked attack on
Israel which left nearly 1,200 people dead.

I mention this here because they too, just the people of Noah's day were all consumed with
violence. They were, Satanically influenced to go out and destroy as many lives as possible.

When human beings believe that aggression, murder and slaughter are the best or only ways to
achieve their goals our world is plunged into turmoil. Such was the world at the time of Noah. We
are of course left to speculate about how exactly this violence was manifesting itself. Were tribal
groups fighting one another for territory? Was there an epidemic of rapes and murders? Were the
rulers of the day oppressing, depriving or simply misusing their power.? Whatever was going on it
required drastic action by God.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at the following verse.
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12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their
way on the earth.

This verse simply affirms all that we have just said. The world was corrupt. But the key here for us
to note is the extent of the corruption.

The prevalence of wickedness or evil was not limited or contained to just a few areas or a limited
number of people. We are told that ALL flesh was corrupted. Naturally this is not including Noah
and his family. They had not succumbed to the wicked ways of the world. But aside from them
everyone else had abandoned God and gone their own way. As [ mentioned earlier this probably
means hundreds of millions or even billions of people. All of these people would very soon face
God's divine judgement.

Next week Lord willing we will look at God's plans to spare Noah and his family.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's study.
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1 God's assessment of us

Noah as we have seen lived in truly wicked and depraved times. It would have been very easy for
him to have followed the example of the people around him and descended into wickedness. Due
however to his faith in God and God's grace Noah remained spotless or blameless. He walked with
God and managed to keep the filth of the world away from him. This does not mean as |
emphasised before that he was perfect, but in God's eyes he was just and blameless. God rated him
as an A+ student. What do you suppose God's assessment of us would be? What grade would God
give us? How do you suppose we would compare to Noah?

In some ways we share many similarities with Noah. We, too, live in a world that is corrupt and
decayed. A world that delights in violence of one kind or another. It's difficult for us to walk through
life without getting the filth of this world upon us. But this is what we are called to try and do. God
wants us to be walking closely with Him. He wants us to be in agreement with Him, aligned with
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His will and attempting to live a life that He finds pleasing. It is time to take this matter seriously.
To consider very carefully and honestly what God might think of us. And then most importantly to
put right what is wrong and aim to live good God pleasing lives.
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2 Avoid corruption

The concept of avoiding corruption is deeply rooted in the bible. We are called as believers to live
lives of integrity, righteousness, and holiness. Corruption, in its various forms, is seen as a deviation
from God's will and a manifestation of sin that believers are strongly urged to resist. It's something
that requires constant attention in our lives because corruption is often subtle and difficult to detect.
It frequently creeps in unnoticed. A great example can be seen in the kinds of television shows that
Christians often consume uncritically.

It used to be the case that television shows generally speaking told you a plain and straightforward
story. Now they are commonly employed as vehicles for pushing ungodly philosophies and ideas.
This is deliberate and intentional. Program makers know that TV shows and movies are an excellent
way to promote ungodly values and opinions. Through them, they can subtly and over time very
effectively corrupt the minds of their viewers. I doubt that in many cases we are even aware of what
is happening. Have we for example even noticed the evolutionary world view being promoted or
pushed? Or what about inclusion of immoral and abhorrent sexual practices used so frequently in
shows today? Are we even aware of the massive rise in blasphemous language and swearing? So
often it all simply washes over us. All of us need to be aware of how easily we can be corrupted and
drawn away from God. Let us remain vigilant and try to resist becoming corrupted.
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Bonus — Resurrection Sunday

Now normally at this point I'd end the sermon. But not today. It's time for a special bonus. Today
you see is a very special day, it is the most important day in the Christian or church calender. We
remember on this day the single event that forever changed the course of human history. An event
which offers hope and salvation to all who believe. Today is Resurrection Sunday, or depending on
your church tradition Easter Sunday. I prefer to use the term Resurrection Sunday because it focuses
our attention on what this special day is really all about. When you say Easter to some people they
automatically think of the Easter bunny and chocolate eggs. That's not what this time of year is all
about.

I want therefore to take a few moments to talk about why we mark this day and in doing so
remember what happened all those centuries ago. I am well aware that if you have been a believer
for a number of years you are very familiar with the story. There may however be new believers
listening who need to hear this story. Even if you very familiar with what I am about to say I
encourage you to listen. This is the reason for our hope as believers, and of course it is the greatest
story ever told. It concerns what happened to our Lord and saviour following His crucifixion on
Good Friday. His battered and bloodied body had been placed in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.
A large stone had been rolled across the entrance and a guard set in place. From the perspective of
the Jewish and Roman leaders this pesky itinerant teacher was now dead and gone. He would no
longer cause them any trouble. This was what they thought. But this was not God's plan. This was
not what the scriptures had prophesied would happen.

Let me read the account of what happened on the very first resurrection Sunday. This is taken from
Luke's gospel.

1 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women
with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they found
the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two
men stood by them in shining garments. S Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to
the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here,
but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again.””

8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these
things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their
words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and
ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he
departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. (Luke 24:1-12)

So on that very first fateful resurrection Sunday all they found was an empty tomb. It was not empty
because Jesus' body had been stolen or moved to another place. It was not empty because the
women had mistakenly gone to the wrong tomb. And it most definitely was not empty because
Jesus had only swooned on the cross and had later revived enough to wander off. No, it was empty
because our Lord and saviour had defeated death. He rose from the dead. In doing this He
confirmed that He was indeed exactly who He claimed to be. Only God could do what He did.

As followers of Christ our faith and hope rest upon this singular event. As the words of the famous
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hymn go, “Because He lives I can face tomorrow.” We can face tomorrow with confidence knowing
that where Christ has gone we will follow. Death could not hold Him, and it will not hold us.

We have no need to fear death. He rose from the dead into His new glorified body and we will do
the same. Because of what Jesus accomplished we can be forever reconciled with God. Let me
finish with a quote by Henry Morris.

“The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the crowning proof of Christianity. If the
resurrection did not take place, then Christianity is a false religion. If it did take place, then Christ
is God and the Christian faith is absolute truth.”

That is what I believe and that is why I chose to remember what my Lord and saviour did on
Resurrection Sunday. The day of days. All praise and glory to our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen and Amen.
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