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Scripture: Genesis 4:16-26

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the
east of Eden. 17 And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a
city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son—Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born
Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and Methushael begot
Lamech. 19 Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the
name of the second was Zillah. 20 And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who
dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all
those who play the harp and flute. 22 And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an
instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

23 Then Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!
For I have killed a man for wounding me,
Even a young man for hurting me.

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has
appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 And as for Seth, to
him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of
the LORD.
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Review — The first murder
We pick up the story today following last week's horrific murder. We are going to find out what
became of Cain and the generations that followed. However we get into that let us review the tragic
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events of last time.

Chapter number four of Genesis begins by telling us about the life of Adam and Eve following their
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. They leave the garden, find an appropriate place to settle down
and decide to start a family. The first human child born on this earth is their son Cain. Shortly after
a second son Abel is born. As time passes both sons choose a particular vocation or path in life.
Cain follows in the footsteps of his father Adam and becomes a farmer. Abel has more interest in
the livestock and becomes a shepherd.

We then skip forward an unspecified period of time to when it is time to go before the Lord in
worship. As I mentioned last time this event raises some interesting question. How did they know
when to do this? And how did they know what kind of offering would please God? Scripture, I'm
afraid does not provide us with the answer to these questions. We must simply assume that God had
informed them of His expectations. It is I think a fairly safe assumption to make. It's seems
unreasonable to expect a particular result or outcome without first providing input on what is
required. It would therefore be somewhat unfair of God to simply expect Cain and Abel to know
what He wanted. I think therefore that God told them what to do.

As we find out later in the bible God expects us to come before Him with our very best. Abel
clearly has faith in God because he brings Him the firstborn from his flock along with the choice
portions of fat. This means that he offered God his best. From his attitude and approach we can see
that he is properly motivated. His heart and mind are properly aligned with pleasing and honouring
God.

The same [ am afraid cannot be said for his brother Cain. He comes before the Lord with an inferior
offering. It is not the very best he has produced. As I pointed out last week it is far too simplistic to
suggest that his offering was wrong simply because it was not a blood sacrifice. God would have
accepted grain or a plant offering if the motivation and heart of the worshipper was right. Cain's was
not. He was merely performing a duty, going through the motions. He was worshipping in an empty
and disengaged way. His offering and his attitude showed that he did not truly have faith in God. He
had no desire to properly honour and worship the Lord.

As aresult God accepted Abel's offering but rejected Cain's. Cain was bitterly disappointed by this
rejection. He threw himself to the floor and begged for God's forgiveness. He swore that he would
try to be more like his pious brother Abel. If only this had been Cain's reaction. Instead, we read
that he became angry and bitter. Resentment and jealousy took hold in his heart towards his brother.

God confronts him regarding his angry response. There was no need for him to react in this way. If
he changed his heart attitude and showed real faith then God would accept his offering. He would
then be eligible to receive God's blessing. Cain rejects God's advice and carries the burning
bitterness away with him. He allows it to fester and grow inside.

Sometime later in a fully premeditated way he acts against Abel. He first engages him in
conversation, lures him out into a quiet field and then brutally strikes him down. The very first
murder has been committed. God again confronts Cain. He asks him where Abel is. God of course
knows exactly what has transpired. He knew where Abel's broken body lay. He was fully cognisant
regarding where Abel's blood had soaked into the soil. Cain's response to God is blunt in the
extreme. He tells God that it is no concern of his, God has no right to even ask him the question.

Realising that Cain will never repent God moves directly into judicial mode. As punishment for
what he has done he will no longer be able to farm the land. He is to be a wanderer without a home
or place to settle. In effect this means he is to be exiled from his family.

Cain feels that God had been unduly harsh. His punishment it too severe. He fears that there will be
reprisals and he will be killed. Other members of the family will kill him for what he has done. God
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shows him a degree of mercy by placing a mark or sign upon him. Anyone who dares to kill him
will be punished severely.
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16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the LOrRD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east
of Eden.

When my daughter was little one of our favourite games was hide and seek. When we went to the
playground or into the woods we played this game. We even played it in our small apartment. She
became very adept at hiding from me. At times I had to give up, much to her glee and admit defeat.
No matter how hard I sough I could not find her. Hide and seek is not a good game to play with
God. Jonah found this out to his great cost. We can't hide or conceal ourselves from God. Since He
is in all places at all times (omnipresent) we cannot ever be somewhere where He is not. So here in
verse 16 we read something that should make us pause and think. Cain went out from the
presence of the Lord.

Some suggest that prior to the fall, and perhaps before the murder of Abel that human beings
enjoyed a special kind of relationship with God. That His presence was manifested in some
particular way and in a particular place (the Shekinah glory). This meant that one could come close
and enjoy intimate fellowship with Him. This means that what Cain is doing here is making a
conscious and deliberate move to break or end that relationship. He is wholly rejecting God and
going out on his own.

Let us just put this action into perspective by reflecting on what had just happened. Cain had done a
terrible thing. By rights God could have just struck him down. Instead, God had shown him mercy.
Yes, he was to be punished, exiled from his family and destined to live life as a vagabond. But, God
had vowed to be his protector. To keep others from attacking him. So his reaction here demonstrates
tremendous ingratitude. Cain here has no word of thanks or gratitude for God's mercy. He simply
packs his bag, turns his back and walks away from God.

He goes to settle, or dwell in the land of Nod. The Hebrew word “Nod” means “wandering” or
“homeless.” It is actually related to the word for “wanderer, exile or fugitive” So we could say that
the wanderer Cain chooses to settle or dwell in the land of the wanderer.

Where you might ask is the land of Nod? I wish I could tell you but scholars simply do not know.
This is its only mention in scripture. All I can assert is what the bible tells us that it was somewhere
on the east of Eden. So probably somewhere in Asia.

In truth its actual location is irrelevant. The key take-away is that it was a place outside of God's
presence. A place in the world where God and what matters to Him is not considered. The land of
Nod sounds eerily like much of the world today.

Let us continue.
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17 And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, and called
the name of the city after the name of his son—Enoch.

As I explained to you in the introduction to this series a very large span of time is covered in the
first eleven chapter of Genesis. Approximately 2000 years. This means that some care is required.
The things we read are not always occurring immediately after what comes before them. Here is a
perfect case in point. Some time has clearly passed. Exactly how long is not specified. But certainly
a number of years. Cain it seems has settled in Nod and decided to make this place his home. As
many men do at such a time in life he looks around for a wife.

This is the point where many people raise a hand and ask for clarification. Bible critics frequently
seize upon what we read here with great glee thinking they can use it stump believers.

“Excuse me, there were only three people in existence at this time. Adam, Eve and Cain. So where
did Cain's wife come from?”

That's a good question. Do you have an answer? I hope your answer is not that God must have
made other people in another part of the world and Cain met one of these. That is not the correct
answer. Here is the solution to where Cain got his wife.

In ancient genealogies it was common to only name or identify offspring who were significant in

the ongoing story. Less important, or insignificant figures were just skipped over. This meant that,
technically speaking ancient genealogies were incomplete. We know this to be true. The bible for
example tells us that Adam and Eve had additional children. In Genesis 5:4 we read

After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons and
daughters.

However, the bible only records the names of Cain, Abel and Seth. The other children go unnamed
There could have been a considerable number of children born either prior to and after the arrival of
Seth. Adam lived a further 800 years after the birth of Seth. That is a lot of time to father children.
So just for fun let's speculate. Let's imagine the best case scenario.

Let us suppose that both Adam and Eve remained in perfect physical health all their long lives. This
is not such a stretch. God had only just created them and they were still in pristine condition. Let us
also suppose that Eve remained fertile and able to bear children for all this time. 800 years divided
into 9-month periods (assuming no breaks between children) allows for the birth of 1000 babies.
Twins appear on average once in every 86 births meaning 11 babies born as twins. This means they
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could potentially, at the very upper limit of had as many as 1011 children.

I know this seems extremely far-fetched. But even if they only had 10% of the maximum possible
children that would still give us 101 children. Josephus the Jewish historian quotes a tradition that
claims that Adam and Eve had 56 children, 33 sons and 23 daughters.

So back to the question. Who did Cain marry? Well, he obviously married one of his sisters or
perhaps a niece.

I know what you are thinking. This is gross! Incest is wicked and wrong how could God allow such
a thing to take place.

Well, at this point in human history it was the only available option for populating the earth.
Therefore at this time it was not a forbidden practice. Later on when the population increase made
the practice unnecessary God prohibited it (Leviticus 18). This meant that inter-family marriage
continued for approximately 2,500 years. Abraham as you may be aware in married his half-sister
Sarah (Genesis 20:12).

We should also bear in mind that one of the reasons that incest is prohibited today (aside from it
being morally wrong) is the high risk it carries of genetic abnormalities in the offspring. When two
people of very similar genetics have children together, there is a high risk of their recessive
characteristics becoming dominant.

This decline in human genetics came about due to the impact of sin. Over time the human genetic
code has become increasingly damaged or corrupted. For each successive generation the genetic
defects are multiplied, amplified, and then passed on. But for Adam and Eve and those first few
generations these defects were largely absent. It meant they could intermarry and produce children
without the genetic issues we see today. Let's get back to the story.

Cain and his wife produce a son. His name is Enoch (not the more famous Enoch who appears in
Genesis chapter 5). In Hebrew his name is pronounced Chanok and it means “consecration or
dedication.” Cain was evidently very proud of his son and built a city naming it in his honour. Now
we probably shouldn't get carried away by the idea of a city being built. It's unlikely that this was an
ancient New York. The Hebrew word used here is the word ayar or ir. It could mean a city, town,
village or just a walled or fenced in settlement. However in its broadest sense it could refer to an
encampment or even just a collection of tents. So hold that thought when you read that he was
building a city.

Let us read on and find out more about the line of Cain and the birth of society.
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18 To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and
Methushael begot Lamech.

We arrive here in verse 18 at what will be the first of many genealogies contained within the Book
of Genesis and indeed the Bible. To contemporary readers genealogies are often a little dull and
unexciting. Just a list of who fathered whom. Be honest are you excited when you come to a
genealogy in the bible. But we should remember that they serve a valuable role in anchoring the text
to a historical context, and helping to approximate the passing of years and generations. As I told
you back in the introduction to this series the accounts that we read in Genesis tell the stories of real
men and women who were born, lived, and died at a specific period in the past. We are not reading
a collection of myths, fables or legends. So the genealogies, tedious as they might appear on the
surface help us to remember and recognize that we are reading real and lived history.

We should also remember that the genealogies are not inclusive and were never meant to be read as
such. As I mentioned before there are gaps or omissions. Often only key or notable family members
are included. They are intended to show the flow of bloodline from one person to the next, not to
give exhaustive details on an entire family line. So we should therefore not assume that these were
the only children produced by these particular fathers. Enoch had a son called Irad. Irad fathered
Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech.

Let us read on and learn a little more about Lamech.
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19 Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the
second was Zillah.

Nothing more is mentioned about the other men in this family line. But then we come to Lamech.
We are going to lean a little about him. His name means “warrior” or “conqueror.” Unfortunately he
was not fighting for God or for righteousness. In fact, he takes an ignoble place in history as being
the first bigamist. He got married to a second woman whilst he was already married. In doing this
he also became the first polygamist. Someone married to more than one person at the same time.
We are told the two women in question were Adah and Zillah.

Now you may again be wondering why God did not step in and stop the practice of polygamy. As
you will remember from chapter two it was God's desired will that a marriage consist of the union
of one man and one woman (Gen 2:24).

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall
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become one flesh.

That's pretty clear. There is nothing confusing or ambiguous about that. A man, singular joins to a
woman, singular and they become one flesh; married. This is God's design, or intent when it comes
to marriage. It has never, nor will it ever change. God has never shifted His opinion on what
constitutes marriage. This means that any other permutation is not a marriage. One man and two
women, three women and four men, two men, two women, a woman and a horse, a man and a
hamster. None of these wins God's approval. Sorry to anyone who thinks it is right or progressive to

be encouraging same sex marriage or polygamy. Such a union is not marriage and will never be
blessed by God.

So Lamech is clearly rejecting God's plan for marriage and creating something entirely new. So we
might imagine that God strongly disproved of Lamech's actions. He did. So why then doesn't
scripture record his displeasure?

We need to remember that the bible records many things of which God does not endorse or approve.
So we must not take His “silence” here to mean his tacit approval. At times He allows human
beings as free moral agents to act in sinful ways. So what we are reading here is an instance of what
is known as God's permissive will. This term refers to those events and actions that God allows,
even though they may not reflect His moral desires or prescriptive commands. In this case
polygamy is permitted even though God strongly disproved. We see God's permissive will
regarding polygamy demonstrated on a number of occasion in the Old Testament. Abraham, for

example is not condemned for cohabiting with Sarah and Hagar. Jacob is not chastised for marrying
both Leah and Rachel.

However it is worth us remembering that many of the polygamous households in the OT suffer
most unpleasant and shattering experiences precisely because they lived in a way that offends God.
If you want some evidence of this look at what happened to both King David and King Solomon.

So despite not being a good or godly man Lamech would go on to father some sons who brought
societal changing innovations into existence. Lets look first at his son Jabal.
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20 And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.

Jabal was one of at least two sons born to Adah. As I said before biblical genealogies often focus
only on the important or notable people within a particular family line. This then does not mean that
Jabal and Jubal were the only children born to the union of Lamech and Adah.

They were in all probability two of many children. But, they are included here for their notable
contributions to civilisation. Let us look first at Jabal.

The first contribution made by Jabal was that he was the father of nomadic peoples. When the bible
speaks here of Jabal being the “father” it means that he was the founder or originator. He was the
first to start, or perfect the practice of living in tents and moving around from place to place. We are
speaking then of people groups such as the Bedouin's who choose to live a nomadic lifestyle. They
elect to travel and have no settled place that they call home. The invention of the tent made such a
lifestyle possible. Without a tent one would be forced to construct a temporary shelter whenever one
stopped or else be open to the elements.

His second contribution was that he was the originator of those who have livestock.

Now, you may stop me at this point and query whether this has actually been Abel. He was a
shepherd and since he came before Jabal wasn't he the originator of this practice. How does Jabal
and what he did differ from Abel? We are forced to speculate a little here.

Since the death of Abel it may have been that animal husbandry had been forgotten or ignored. So
perhaps it means that he restarted the practice of keeping and raising animals. We might also
consider how this practice took place. Abel, as far as we know lived in a fixed settlement. Jabal was
a wanderer. So maybe it is speaking of the practice of travelling around with flocks of animals. This
is obviously a different thing to raising animals in one place on a farm. Another possible
explanation comes in what animals are in view. Abel tended to “sheep” and probably goats (zsone).
In Jabal's case the word “livestock’ migneh is used. This word is much broader in scope and
includes animals like cattle, camels and donkeys as well as sheep and goats. So maybe he was the
founder of keeping a wider range of domesticated animals.

Whatever the specifics it is clear that Jabal made an important contribution to the development of
human society. The same can also be said for his brother. Lets look at him next.
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21 His brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and flute.

Jabal's brother also born to Adah was named Jubal. Jubal, whose name means “jubilee” was a
musician. He was the originator of at least two musical instruments and by extension the concept of
music itself. If you are in any way a fan of music in whatever form it takes you can thank Jubal. We
are told of two instruments that he invented and played. The “harp” is the Hebrew word kinnor. It
refers to a stringed harp or a lyre. The “flute” ugab in Hebrew was most likely a reed pipe. Similar
in design to a modern day recorder. However basic these first instruments may have been their
invention laid the foundation for future musical development. All the stringed and wind instruments
in existence today owe their origin to Jubal.

It's worth just pausing here to contrast what God's Word teaches us about our ancient ancestors with
what secular historians promote. In the secular world ancient peoples are generally considered to be
little more than dumb brutes. Neanderthals who stomped around clubbing things to death and who
enjoyed a very primitive animalistic culture. The bible very neatly pops this illusory bubble.

We are just eight generations from Adam and already we can see that creative and artistic culture is
blossoming. People were farming the land, raising a variety of animals and writing, playing and
enjoying music. So far from being a bunch or ignoramuses.

Let's find out about the offspring from Lamech's other wife.
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22 And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and
iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

We turn next to deal with the children born to Lamech's other wife Zillah. Two of them are
mentioned by name. The first named child is Tubal-Cain. He was the originator or founder of metal-
working (metallurgy). Two particular metals are singled out, bronze and iron.

Tubal-Cain discovered, perfected and then passed on to others the ability to use metal to make tools.
This most likely included everyday tools for working the land and construction but also the use of
metal for military purposes. Metals tools and weapons are far superior to ones made out of wood,
stone or bone. To be able to smelt metal and fashion it into useful tools represented a major
advancement. The practice has a long and fascinating history. Archaeologists have discovered
bronze and iron artefacts dating back to the ancient cultures of Egypt and Sumeria.

We also learn from this verse that Tubal-Cain had a sister called Naamah. It’s actually quite rare for
girls to be named in Genesis. Even the wives of the patriarchs in Genesis 5 are not named. So its
interesting that with Lamech, this godless descendant of Cain, we see get the names of his two
wives (Adah, Zillah) and his daughter.

29 ¢¢

The name Naamah means “pleasant,” “graceful,” or “gorgeous.” As I said before when people are
named in genealogies it usually implies that they were important or notable. This may be the case
for Naamah but we simply do not know what she did. She may have been the mother of make-up or
the hairbrush. Sadly the bible records nothing more about her.

Let us continue.
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23 Then Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!
For I have killed a man for wounding me,
Even a young man for hurting me.

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

We come here to another first in the book of firsts. In literary terms what we have here is the very
first poem or song that appears in the bible. We might have hoped for, or even expected that the first
poem would be recited in praise of God. A poem perhaps extolling God's amazing creation. That is
sadly not what we get. What we actually get is a poem of boastful revenge. A poem delivered by the
beastly Lamech to his two wives. It's interesting that they made up his audience. He didn't recite this
poem in the pub, or out on the construction site. It's a poem bragging about his martial prowess but
he delivers it to a safe, non-challenging audience made up of his wives. Two listeners that were
highly unlikely to question or challenge what he said. Some have even speculated that it is a thinly
veiled way of cautioning these women. That what Lamech is really doing is warning these women
of what will become of them if they anger or hurt him.

So, what's the poem all about? Lamech begins by demanding the attention of his wives. Stop what
you are doing, put down that vacuum cleaner for a moment and listen carefully to what I have to tell
you. This is a poem of pure braggadocio. Lamech, let us not forget is five generations on from his
distant ancestor Cain and yet he shares that man's anger, violence, and arrogance.

He brags about his sin in an almost unbelievable way. He tells his wives almost gleefully that he
killed a man for wounding or hurting him. Now I have to say that there is some scholarly
disagreement here.

Some scholars argue about whether he did actually kill a young man. The suggestion being that this
is a mere brag. He is proudly declaring that he would kill a young man if this person dared to
wound or hurt him.

Others disagree and argue that he is recounting a real killing in which he participated.

Let us for a moment assume that he had actually killed a young man for some “slight” wound that
was inflicted upon him. As the saying goes there are always two sides to every story. We do not
know what happened and why Lamech responded in such an overly aggressive way.

Whatever actually transpired Lamech's response is clearly out of all proportion. In judicial matters
we have what is known as the law of proportionality. It states that a response to some provocation
must be fair, reasonable and balanced. If someone accidentally bumps into you on the subway it is
hardly reasonable (proportionate) that you punch them in the face and kick them as they lie
unconscious on the ground.

So consider Lamech's response. He was hurt or wounded and he resorted to murder. The Hebrew
word for “kill” that is used here is harag. It means to “kill,” “slay,” “destroy,” “murder” or “smite.”
It is the same used to describe the murder of Abel (Gen 4:8) and Moses' murder of the Egyptian
(Exo 2:14). Hardly the act of one acting with restraint or in self defence.
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The poem ends with Lamech expressing the degree to which he will exact his vengeance.

God had promised to take His divine vengeance sevenfold upon anyone who killed Cain. But look
carefully at Lamech's boast. I'm going to exact eleven times the vengeance that God brings. In these
words he shows himself to be far more vengeful in his threat than even God Himself. God was
justifiably willing to kill a killer. Lamech was prepared to kill someone who merely wounded or
slighted him. We might even argue that in his words Lamech is boasting that he is more powerful
than God. That he is saying, I can inflict more damage than even God, therefore I do not need His
help or protection. This attitude of course reflects the rapid degeneracy of man following the fall.
We see all too clearly the escalation of human wickedness. Lamech models for us what it looks like
to reject God and become man centred or humanistic. It is this degeneracy that will ultimately lead
to God's decisive action against humanity in the global flood.

Let us turn from this evil family line and go back to Adam and Eve.
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25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has
appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.”

Moses takes us away from the wicked line of Cain and back to the line of promise. Adam and Eve
come together again and another son is born. Adam we are told in chapter 5 was 130 at the time
Seth was born, Eve was presumably the same age as Adam. As I have highlighted before Seth was
just one of many additional children born after Cain and Abel. They were clearly not notable and
hence their names have not been recorded. This is not the case for Seth. Eve recognises him in
particular as being special. This is because she sees him as being in some sense a replacement or a
substitute for Abel. In making this statement she demonstrates her faith and trust in God. He had
promised her a seed and He had proven faithful in delivering on that promise.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at the following verse.
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26 And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to
call on the name of the LORD.

Here we see the continuation of Seth's family line. He produced a son named Enosh. The name
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Enosh means “frail,” “weak” or “sickly.” On the surface its not a particularly desirable name for a
child. But we should probably view it as being intended as a counterpoint to Lamech. He boasted of
his human strength and ability to survive and thrive apart from God. Enosh the “frail man”
represents the correct approach we are to adopt towards God.

We are frail and weak as human beings. Our strength comes only through Him.

The verse ends with the interesting phrase, Then men began to call on the name of the LoRD.

Many bible commentators regarded this verse as being the first reference to “prayer” as we know it
in the Bible. This may indeed be the case. It is certainly an example of public worship. We might
also rightly identify it as the very first act of revival. Certain people at that time in history
recognised their weaknesses as human beings. They noted how far they had fallen. Things were not
as they should be. Therefore they realised their desperate need for God. Lord we need you. They
came together therefore to call upon or proclaim His sacred name.

That's the perfect note on which to finish. Next week Lord willing we be looking at chapter 5.
26 M= O|E& 0 (0 19| O|ES Ol=AF | SIoM 1. M| n [T H|2 0fRl| O|RE-ERCEF

O I 41| 7420| Al S EUITE 1= Ol Enosh i 0SS HRAH| 1L 0jS2 ok, vLio}
8k O SEQILITt HRFEIORL 00 P XIOFS B HRIEISH 0|22 OfLKR 0| O[22 2P} Chsei= of|
2 SHBIOF BLITE 21 Sl I0I AORE 4 QUCk QRPEIOI Sl AE 5242 RiZigkt I} » Gk X
Ol PEPFSIL AL LIOP K= SHIZ Ef=S HORSLITE

Szl oplozA okl LRIt S2lo| SIS O S {2 SoE! LISLEL

Of 722 "l n 010 o=RIR] O|FE EREFF = SO|=2 2= B

2 38 TAPIE2 0| 722 P2PH A U= 7 = 2= ZHER| S80I 22 oigEl 2oz OfdF
Mz OF e USHE OpI2 =8 SX2 O] ot CiIZILIEL S0t £8 232 A H AR 2 = a5k ASH
C SAIARIE2 R IC2A0| Coels QIABH, ARMSO| 0N EIRRIEX] THERIELIEE M2 Si-FElHiM
O|=SHIE 250| OIREELIFE 2N =2 Si-HE0| 20| E2s MMERELEL "olie 22 o] 2
Lk I52 26 20 o] AH50t OFS SRt

Huts ORP 0] 26t F2-LEE CiS F0ll= 5 S5 2E=RELE

Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's study.
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1 The need to hold onto righteousness

We exist within a world that is openly hostile to God. Wherever we might care to look we see sin
celebrated, excused and even lauded. This is nothing new. At the moment that Adam and Eve chose
to rebel and disobey God the world began to spiral into a state of decline. It was into such a world
that the offspring of Adam and Eve were born. They, like all of us were faced with a choice. Choose
God and try to live in a way that honours and pleases Him. Or do as you please. Live in a carnal
way placing what satisfies you at the centre of your life. This was clearly what motivated Cain and
those that followed in his line. This was best exemplified by Lamech. A man who rejected God's
ideal for marriage, thought nothing of killing and boasted that his destiny lay in his own powerful
hands.

At times, it is hard to live in a good and God honouring way. It is a constant struggle to hold onto
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what is right and true. The world does not make living in a God pleasing way easy. We are so often
encouraged to forget God and do what feels good. To go against this way of thinking sets you apart.
You are likely to be mocked, ridiculed and perhaps persecuted for holding firmly to what God
wants. But we must persevere. Adam and Eve demonstrate this perseverance. They clearly had faith
in God and trusted that He would fulfil His promise. They passed on this knowledge to those around
them. In this respect they clung onto righteousness. Cain and his descendants went their own way
and rejected God. Who shall we follow. Adam's line or the beastly line of Cain. Let us strive to
follow the line of Adam and cling onto what is right in this increasingly Godless world.
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2 Using our gifts wisely
In our account today we read about the gifts, talents or skills that God gave to some of the first

human beings. We met Jabal, the founder of livestock tending and the man to blame for camping,
Jubal for whom we can thank for the gift of music and Tubal-Cain who invented metal working.
Imagine a world without the contribution of these three men.

The things they invented like all objects are morally neutral. It is how they are used or employed by
people that determines their moral value. A tent can be used to shelter refugees fleeing a war.
Equally, it can be used by terrorists as they plan to blow up a bus. Music can be used to praise and
worship God. But it can also be used to promote satanic ideas and an immoral world-view. And
metal can be used to make a spade to dig a village well or a knife to stab someone in the heart.

God has given all of us gifts. We have all been blessed in some particular way. The big question is
how wisely are we using these gifts. Are we using them to help others and bring glory to God? Or
are we using them in a greedy, selfish and self-serving way. God blessed us and He expects us to
bless others with what we have been given. Let us all strive to use our gifts, talents or skills wisely.
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