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Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the waters.
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Introduction- the foundation

Today is a momentous day. It's the first Sunday of the New Year, but even more importantly than
that it is the beginning of our journey through the book of the beginnings. In a couple of years’ time
we will look back with misty eyes and remember when we took our first steps on this epic
adventure. Ahead of us lies 50 chapters, 1,533 verses and 38,267 words. So it's definitely going to
be a marathon and not a sprint!

Before we embark I think it's worth taking some time to explain why we should devote this amount
of time to this particular study. Why you might ask should we spend so much time in just one book
of the Old Testament? The simple answer to this question is that this is part of God's revelation. Just
that very fact makes such a study valuable and insightful. There is nothing contained within the
bible that should ever be overlooked or ignored. But when it comes to Genesis something more is in
play. To explain why let me tell you a story.

When my daughter was young she loved to play with Lego blocks. She had several big boxes full of
Lego pieces. I enjoyed playing with her too. One of our favourite games was called the “tower
building game.” The rules were very simple. You won the contest if you could build the tallest
tower. My daughter's towers would look like the one you see pictured on the screen. She would
hurriedly rush to place single Lego pieces one on top of the other. Doing this means you can very
quickly assemble a tall thin tower. However a tower built like this is precarious. Because it does not
stand on a solid base it sways and wobbles and often topples over. This was of course all part of the
fun. By contrast, [ would carefully build a strong base upon which I would then build my tower.

It took me much longer to assemble, but my tower was more sturdy. It did not topple or fall. What
you may ask has all of this got to do with our study of Genesis.

Well, the book of Genesis is the foundation upon which the bible, and by extension our faith rests.
Without knowing what happens in Genesis the rest of God's revelation would be difficult if not
impossible to decipher. Let me give you just some of the many questions answered in Genesis.

e Why is there something rather than nothing?

e Where did this earth and all within it come from?

e Why are humans different to the animals?

e Why is the world the way it is today?

e Why does evil exist?

e Why are human beings so cruel to one another?

e Why do people die?

e Where did marriage come from, what's it for and why is it only between one man and one
woman?

e Why are there so many different languages in the world?
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e What did God plan to do about the mess we made?

It is precisely because the reality of all existence, who and what we are is outlined in Genesis that
this book is the one most frequently attacked. You never hear sceptics arguing or trying to debunk
what we read in Habakkuk or Titus. It is because the truths contained within the Book of Genesis
are so vital that critics are desperate to attack and call into question what is revealed here. This is
especially true for the first eleven chapters. Just imagine if we had no answers to these vitally
important questions. What are some of the things these critics say.

Genesis is not to be read and taken literally. It's using poetic language. It's just a collection of myths
or legends. It's the work of primitive unsophisticated people, we know so much more than they did.
Only a fool would think its meant to be taken literally.

If the “tower” of our faith rests on inadequate foundations it is weak and precarious. It may sway
dangerously when the sceptics attack. When they come with challenges we may find ourselves
doubting, compromising or even stumbling and falling. This is what many believers have done over
the years. They have bought into the lies of an old earth, God working through macroevolution and
the idea that Genesis is just Hebrew folklore. But, if our foundations are strong then we can simply
deflect their attacks. If we have taken the time to study carefully what the bible really teaches then
we can provide adequate answers to their “tough” questions. We will remain firm in our beliefs and
able to meet their challenges. This is why we need to spend the time studying what God tells us in
His revelation. And that is why we are going to go through the Book of Genesis.

However before we get into the text itself I would like to give you the all important background to
the book. We shall be applying the 5 “W” questions to provide a useful framework.
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The S W's

Let's begin our adventure by delving into the background of what exactly it is we will be studying.
The 5 W questions of what, who, when, where and why will help us in this. Let's start with the
“what.”

What is the Book of Genesis?

That's a good question. Here's a little something to try and wrap your head around. The Book of
Genesis spans more time than any other book in the bible. In fact, it covers more time than the other
65 books combined. The bible spans around about 4000 years of history. Genesis contains around
about half of this time about 2,200 years. Of this time Chapters 1-11 of Genesis covers about 2000
years. The other half (1,800) is covered from Exodus to Revelation.

So given this reality it's hardly surprising that Genesis is so important.

Dr Henry Morris begins his excellent commentary on the Book of Genesis with the following line;

“The Book of Genesis is the most important book in the world, for it is the foundation upon which
all the other 65 books of God's written Word have been based.” (“So Noted — The Genesis
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commentary” - page 11)

Dr Morris is entirely right. We simply cannot overstate the importance of this book. It truly is the
book of beginnings or, the book of origins. Therefore it is the natural starting point for anyone who
wants to know the truth about where everything came from, and what we (human beings) are doing
here. Simply put Genesis is essential for our understanding of reality.

All the great doctrines of the Christian faith including sin, atonement, grace, redemption, faith,
justification, salvation, and many others besides are first encountered in Genesis. And of course let
us not overlook the greatest doctrine of all; the special creation of all that exists by the eternal, self-
existent God. This is the foundation of all foundations. How can anyone have a true grasp on reality
without understanding these essential truths? They simply cannot.

As evidence for the value and importance of Genesis consider the following facts. Important
biblical figures like Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, are continually referred to throughout the rest of
the Bible. They appear first in Genesis and go on to be essential as God's redemptive plan unfolds.
The importance of Genesis is also reflected in how often the other inspired writers of scripture
reference it. For example there are over 200 quotations or allusions to Genesis found in the New
Testament. In fact every one of the New Testament authors refers to passages found in Genesis 1 to
11.

Biblical scholar Walter Brown states the following,

“Every New Testament writer refers to the early chapters of Genesis, every one. Jesus Christ
referred to each of the first seven chapters of Genesis. All New Testament books except Galatians,
Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 2 and 3 John, refer to Genesis 1 to
11. Every chapter of Genesis 1 to 11 except chapter 8 is referred to specifically somewhere in the
New Testament. Every New Testament writer apparently accepted those early chapters as
historically accurate.”

As Brown notes the Lord Jesus Himself refers to something mentioned in the opening chapters of
Genesis. He does so not just once but on at least six different occasions. So let's dive a little deeper
and discover what it is we are reading when we open up the Book of Genesis.

Let's begin with the name. That seems like a good place to begin. Names can tell us a great deal. As
you are probably aware each book of the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old Testament
originally received its Hebrew name from the first word or words of said book. The Book of
Genesis is no exception to this rule.

The Hebrew title of the book is Bereshith, which means “in the beginning.” Around 250 BC Greek
scholars translated the bible into Greek (the Septuagint) and they chose the title geneseos. The Latin
translation that came after this transliterated this word into “Genesis.” This is how we know the
book today. The word may be understood to mean “origins,” “source,” “account,” “generations,”
“record,” or “history.”

All of these I think are helpful ways to think about the Book of Genesis. Let's turn next to consider

the genre of the book.

29 ¢

What kind of writing is Genesis? This is a subject that has been much debated. One of the ways that
the Book of Genesis has been attacked over the years is by questioning what type of writing it is. Is
it myth, fable, folklore, poetry, exalted prose narrative, theological history or historical narrative?
Or, is it perhaps some combination of these different genres. Why do you suppose people question
the genre of this book? It may be because these scholars have a genuine desire to investigate things.
However in most case I believe it is because they want to cast doubt about what the book contains.
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If it's just a collection of ancient myths or fables we can treat it the same way we do other myths
and legends. If the book is just a gathering of Hebrew stories and folk-tales then it means that God
had nothing to do with it and we can happily ignore anything it says. So we need to be very clear on
this matter. Let me tell you what it is we are reading.

In English, we have a word for the recording of actual events that took place in the past. We call
such writing “history.” As the NIV study bible states,

“The Book of Genesis is basically prose narrative, punctuated here and there by brief poems.”

The Book of Genesis is a historical record of what happened when God chose to act and create the
world. It goes on to reveal to us accurate historic details of what happened after this.

The Book of Genesis divides naturally into two large sections. These have been termed the
Primeval History (chapters 1-11) and the Patriarchal History (chapters 12-50). Let me briefly
summarise what each section contains.
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The Primeval History (Chpts 1-11)

The Primeval History recounts the earliest ages of the world. It tells us about how the earth and all
that exists were created by the word of God. Included in this creation was God's pinnacle; human
beings. Only we out of all the created things were made in God’s image.

Following the creation event we meet Adam and Eve and read about their fall and the entrance of
sin and death into the previously perfect creation. This section also records the first promise of
redemption. We spoke about this recently in our Christmas message (Seed of the woman). The
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technical name for this event is the protoevangelium (the first gospel). This was when God
prophesied that the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15).

The narrative continues with the story of Cain and Abel, the spread of corruption in the world, the
judgment of the flood in the days of Noah, and the scattering of nations at the Tower of Babel.

These chapters reveal both the devastating effects of sin and the unchanging grace of God who
preserves a remnant for Himself. We will look at all these events as we come to them over the
coming months. Let us now address what happens in the second large section of Genesis.
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The Patriarchal History (Chpts 12-50)

The Patriarchal History shifts focus from all humanity to one man, Abraham (formerly Abram). It is
through this individual that God would form a chosen nation. Beginning in Genesis 12, God calls
Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees and enters into an everlasting covenant with him.

The promise is as follows,

2 I will make you a great nation;

I will bless you

And make your name great;

And you shall be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,

And I will curse him who curses you;

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
(Genesis 12:2-3)

The remainder of Genesis follows the unfolding of this covenant promise through the lives of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The stories of these patriarchs reveal God’s faithfulness,
providence, and redemptive purpose. Again we will look at all of these things in much greater detail
later.

Let us turn next to consider the “who.”
12-50
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Who wrote the Book of Genesis?

The Book of Genesis does not name its author. The same can also be said for the other four books
of the Pentateuch (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). However, the traditional view held
by virtually all Christians until about 200-300 years ago was that Moses was the author of Genesis
along with the four books that follow it. Jewish tradition calls the Pentateuch “The Books of
Moses.” There is abundant biblical evidence confirming that Moses wrote the Pentateuch. He most
likely wrote it during the wilderness wanderings after the Jews left their slavery in Egypt and before
they entered the Promised Land. Let us consider some of the strong internal evidence.

In Exodus Moses is commanded by God to write all the “words of the Lord” (Exo 24:4). In
Numbers the Lord instructs Moses to record the details of Israel's journeys (Num 33:2). There are
also many places in the Old Testament where Moses is affirmed as being the author (Joshua 1:7-8,
Judges 3:4). He is also mentioned in fourteen other Old Testament books, and usually in reference
to his writings.

The same holds true for the New Testament. Many of the New Testament authors affirm Mosaic
authorship (2 Cor 3:14-15). Most compelling of all the Lord Jesus confirms that Moses was the
writer of these books several times in the Gospels (see Mark 7:10; Luke 16:29-31; John 7:19). For
example Jesus responds to the Pharisees' question regarding divorce in the following way.

He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce
your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. (Matt 19:8)

The Lord Jesus is referring back to what Moses wrote in the Book of Deuteronomy (24:1-4). The
fact that the second person of the trinity affirms Moses as being the author ought to settle the
argument.

However I should tell you about how Mosaic authorship has been challenged. During the 19t
century the higher critical movement emerged. Those in this movement proposed the idea that the
Pentateuch was actually written long after the time of Moses. It was, so they claimed penned by
four different writers or groups of writers referred to as J,E,P,D (standing for J (Yahwist), E
(Elohist), D (Deuteronomist), and P (Priestly Code) between the years 400-700 BC. This theory is
known as the documentary hypothesis. Should we be concerned? Should our faith in what the bible
tells us be rocked?

Fear not. This hypothesis has been thoroughly discredited by conservative scholars. This means that
we can readily accept that Moses did indeed write these books.

Before closing this section its worth taking a moment to consider how Moses received the
information contained in the book. Lest we forget the things recorded in Genesis took place a long
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time before his birth. He was clearly not an eyewitness to them. In fact there was no human
eyewitness to the creation of the heavens and earth.

Scholars have suggested that he may have assembled the information in two possible ways.

The first is that he received the accounts either in oral or written form from the descendants of
Adam and Eve. This remember was a largely oral culture. It's likely that the stories of creation and
God's interactions with His people were seen as being very important. These were stories that the
culture would want to preserve.

Alternatively the early patriarchs may have recorded the events they witnessed in written form.
These documents served to provide Moses with the necessary information he needed. God may
have supernaturally ensured that these accounts remained accurate and safely preserved until the
time of Moses.

The second way that Moses was able to write this account is that God revealed this information
directly to him. In either case we believe that Moses was guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit and
therefore we can trust his account to be accurate and reliable.

Let us go on to consider the “when.”
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When was the book of Genesis written?

We can actually give a fairly accurate date for when Genesis was written. Moses is believed by
conservative biblical scholars to have lived from around 1525 — 1405 BC. The bible tells us that the
fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel was the same as the 480™ year after the Israelites had
come out of Egypt (1 Kings 6:1). The 4" year of Solomon's reign was 966 BC meaning that the
exodus took place in 1446 BC. The Israelites spent 40 years wondering around the wilderness 1446-
1406 BC. It is highly probable that Moses wrote Genesis during this time of wandering. So the
Book of Genesis was written at some time between 1446 and 1406 BC.

Let us move on and consider the “where.”
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Where was the Book of Genesis written?

If we accept the idea that the Book of Genesis was written during the 40 years of desert wandering
then it makes identifying where exactly Moses was when he wrote it impossible. Presumably he
wrote different sections of it as they travelled from place to place. All we can say with any certainty
is that he wrote it in a tent somewhere in the wilderness.

Let us turn to our final question, “why.”
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Why was the Book of Genesis written?
Why did God instruct and inspire Moses to write the Book of Genesis?

In answering this question we need to consider first the books original audience. This must always
be our starting point. Why did Moses write this book to this particular group of people and how did
they understand it.

All people groups need an origin story. In Korea, you have the story of the myth of Tangun, the first
king of Korea, born, so the legend goes from the union of a heavenly being and a bear.

Origin stories then are incredibly important. Every people group needs a grounding tale, something
that takes them back to the very beginning and tells them where they originated.

This was particularly true for God's people at the time Moses wrote Genesis. As we noted before
they were wandering throughout the wilderness without a land to call their own. Perhaps given their
circumstances they might have felt despondent. So the historic account of how God has a special
plan for His chosen people would have been greatly encouraging and inspiring. It would have
encouraged them to trust and rely upon Him knowing how He had helped and assisted them in the
past. It would also help prepare them for the future. This same principle holds true for believers
today.

But we must also consider the wider picture and look beyond the books original recipients. As I
often tell you the individual books of the bible whilst not written to us, were most definitely written
for us. This is especially true when it comes to the the Book of Genesis.

We all need an origin story. Without truly knowing where we come from we are rootless. We are
prone to latch onto any belief system or world-view that appeals or gains traction. Ideas and
ideologies always have consequences. What we believe about ourselves shapes our thoughts and
actions. This is particularly true when it comes to notions of where we came from. If we are to
believe modern scientists human beings evolved from lower life forms into what we are today. We
are in essence just very smart ape like creatures. What are the consequences of holding such a view?
Logically, it gives one free rein to act in a “beastly” fashion. Since I am just an animal why not act
like one. The bible reliably informs us that this is not the case. We were created by God in His
image. We are not animals and are called therefore to a much higher standard of behaviour.

So God instructed Moses to write Genesis so as to ensure that a true account of these all important
truths exists. God knew that the wicked hearts and minds of men would try to distort this truth. That
people would come along and propose all manner of ideas for how and why things are as they are.
We can effectively combat these ideas because we have God's Word. He was the only eyewitness to
these things and for this reason we can fully accept that what Moses, inspired by the Holy Spirit
wrote is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

The biblical scholar Thomas Constable in his commentary gives us a very pithy and memorable
way to remember God purpose for this book.

’

“It is to reveal the history of and basic principles involved in God's relationship with people.’

So now with that all important background complete let us turn and look at how the book of
beginnings opens.

x| [ 7 [
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1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

The bible opens in its original Hebrew in the following way,
“bereshith bara Elohim”
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Literally translated it means, “In beginning God.”

The Word of God opens by making two enormous claims. The first claim is that there was a
beginning. It is important to recognise that what is being spoken about here is the beginning of the
creation of the cosmos (the physical universe). It is not referring to the beginning of all things.

It should be obvious to any clear thinking person that the universe is not eternal. It had a beginning
or start. There have been people throughout history who have tried to argue for an eternal universe.
The ancient Greeks had such a world-view. If such a claim were true then we could dispense with a
creator. Science however has effectively proven such an argument to be false.

The Second Law of Thermodynamics states that Energy spreads out and is used up over time.

You can think of it being like a battery. The more we use it, the weaker it gets until it finally dies. If
the universe were eternal, that is, had no beginning and just existed forever in the past, it would
have already run out of usable energy by now. But look up into the night sky and what do you see?
Stars are still shining, galaxies are still forming, and life still exists. This means the universe cannot
be infinitely old. It must have had a beginning. The million-dollar question of course is when was
this beginning.

How old is the earth? When did the creation take place? The answer to this question depends upon
whom you ask. There are two basic positions, an old and a young earth view.

The old earth view is held by the scientific community and some believers who “broadly” agree
with what science proposes. The old earth position states that the universe is approximately 13
billion years old and the earth is around 4.5 billion years old. Christians who hold an old earth view
believe that God created all things but interpret key passages in Genesis to indicate long epochs of
time.

Those that hold to a young earth position argue that the creation event took place within the last
10,000 years. Many in this camp maintain that the actual figure is closer to 6,000 years. Those
supporting this view claim that one can add up the genealogies contained within Genesis (chapters 5
and 11) and that doing so will give a date for creation at around 4000 BC. When we recently studied
the work of Bishop James Ussher we noted that his date for creation was 4004 BC.

Some even argue that an exact date is impossible to determine. The bible simply does not give us
enough material to be ale to make such a determination.

It is my belief that this earth, and indeed the universe are young. There is an overwhelming amount
of scientific evidence that point to the earth being young. We looked at some of these examples in
our recent bible study. The “Answers in Genesis” website provides a number of these compelling
proofs if you want to explore this area further.

But here's one to consider. There are over 70 ways to "date" the earth using various methods. We
can for example test apply chemical, anthropological and archaeological tests. All of these
disciplines throw up results indicating a young earth. Even carbon 14 dating used by evolutionists
can only date as far back as 60,000 years.

The following quote was taken from the encyclopedia Britannica.

“After decaying for 50,000 years or more, there is so little carbon-14 left that it is difficult to

2

measure.

The old earth view throws up a number of very difficult challenges that are hard to reconcile. To
hold this view requires distorting or twisting scripture to mean something contrary to what it plainly
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states. For example to suggest that a “creation day” with a “morning and evening” is not a literal
24-hour period of time but in fact a long epoch of time. A young earth view by contrast has fewer
obstacles and better fits with a literal reading of what we find in the early chapters of Genesis. Let
us turn next to the second claim.

The second claim is equally enormous. It is the claim that all that now exists was created by God. It
did not come about by chance or in a random disorganised way. It had a purposeful designer or
creator who created the earth and the universe in a precise and ordered way for His pleasure and

glory.

So let us be very clear the bible tells us that what we are reading here is the beginning of all created
things. God is by definition an uncreated thing. He had no beginning or end. He has always existed.
Therefore the bible wastes no time trying to explain this to us. There is a God and He created.

This fact is simply assumed.

Let me say a few things about the word that is used for “God” here. It is not the personal name
(covenant name) for God, “Yahweh.” This name is not used until Genesis 2:4. The word for God
that is used here is the word “Elohim.” Grammatically speaking it is a plural word used as if it were
singular. The verbs and pronouns used with Elohim should be in the plural, but when Elohim refers
to the LORD God the verbs and pronouns are in the singular.

Moses employs this name here to represent the Creator's transcendent relationship to His creation.
God is completely separate from and independent of His creation. Some have called this the plural
of majesty or "excellency." Others call it a “potential plural.” To state it simply it is used to
emphasize the fact that the God referred to is the fullness of deity. He is the one and only true God.

Some argue that because it is in the plural form that it refers to the Holy Trinity. We must remember
though that when Moses wrote Genesis it would not have been understood in this way. His original
readers would not have understood it to mean that God was “triune.” However the fact that the term
is plural does allow for the revelation of the Trinity that becomes apparent in the New Testament.
As we read in John's gospel all three members of the trinity were active in the creation (John 1:1-3,
14).

God, we are told here created the heavens and the earth. The word that is used here for “create” is
very interesting. It is the Hebrew verb bara (to create). This verb is never used in scripture for any
human action. It is only used in reference to divine activity. Men can make things, but ONLY God
creates. This is because when we want to make something we require pre-existing material. God is
not bound in this way. Genesis never expressly states that God made everything from nothing, but it
is strongly implied in other places. In Hebrews 11:3 we read.

By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

What this verse affirms is that God created everything from nothing. Prior to Genesis 1:1 there was
nothing. God didn’t make the universe from pre-existing building blocks. He started completely
from scratch. What did God create? He created all that now exists. The term “heavens and earth” is
a figure of speech meaning everything. All that exists on this earth and in the heavens, sky and
space above were created by God.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at the next verse.
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2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

There is a great deal of discussion and disagreement concerning what is meant here in verse two.
The notion that the earth was formless, empty and that darkness was over the surface of the deep is
puzzling to some. It does not compute in their minds that God would create a “useless and
shapeless” earth. As a way of countering this conundrum a theory was proposed. This theory is
known as the “gap theory.”
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Those who hold this view say that God created a perfect world in Genesis 1:1 and that then there is
a gap (a long period of time) between the “original” creation and Genesis 1:2. In this “gap” Satan
and the evil angels fell and effectively destroyed God's perfect world. The earth was reduced to
being chaotic, formless and void. A world ready or ripe for God to “recreate.”

What are we to make of the gap theory? Whilst it is true that Satan was cast down prior to the
creation of man on the sixth day we do not find any mention in scripture of a cataclysmic event
destroying the original creation. Logically speaking it would be odd that if such an event did indeed
occur God would not consider it worth mentioning. Wouldn't He tell us about such a thing? This is
not the only problem with this theory.

The gap theory also requires that God's creation suffer death and destruction before Adam’s fall.
This poses a very big theological problem. The bible clearly states that death came through Adam
(Rom 5:12). So prior to Adam's sin there was no death.

A plain straightforward reading of this verse does not suggest, or even require that there was a
length of time between the first two verses. Genesis 1:1 tells us that God created the heavens and
the earth. And then Genesis 1:2 informs us that, when He first created the earth, it was formless,
empty, and dark. This simply describes a world that was at this moment unfinished, unproductive
and uninhabited. John MacArthur describes the earth at this time as being like an unshaped lump of
clay awaiting the creators hands.

Some have suggested that the “darkness™ here refers to Satanic resistance to God's creative plans.
Perhaps a simpler explanation is that light will not be created until the following verse. So at this
point in history only darkness existed.

The verse goes on to describe the involvement, or the activity of the third person of the trinity; The
Holy Spirit. We are told here that He is hovering over the waters. In Scripture, creation is attributed
to the Father (Acts 4:24) and to the Son (John 1:1-3) and to the Holy Spirit (Ps. 104:30). So here
we are to picture God the Holy Spirit poised and ready to go into action.

The rest of Genesis 1 relates how God completed the formless, empty, and dark earth by filling it
with life, beauty, and goodness. We will begin to look at how God did that next time.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn just one lesson from today's teaching.
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Genesis is our foundation

Which book has the best opening line? Of course such a question is impossible to answer. Readers
have differing opinions on what a great opening line might be. You probably have your own
favourites. Here are a few notable examples for your consideration.

“1984” by George Orwell begins as follows;
It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.

“Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka starts thus;
One morning, as Gregor Samsa awoke from anxious dreams, he discovered that during the night he
had been transformed into a monstrous bug.

“Moby Dick” by Herman Melville pithily given its enormous lengths begins;
Call me Ishmael.

“Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen opens with;
1t is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in
want of a wife.

I would rate all of those as being excellent first lines. They serve to draw you in and encourage you
to read on. God's revelation, or better yet God's love letter to His creation begins with a sentence in
English of just ten words.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

What a first line that is. Doesn't it capture your attention and encourage you to read more? It is bold,
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plain and unequivocal. No time is spent providing convincing proof or evidence that what follows is
true. This is not needed. God was the only one there at the creation event. So what possible methods
could human beings employ to try and verify what the bible says. The plain and simple truth is that
God exists and He created everything we now see.

That truth is to serve as our foundation. We can build everything else upon that rock solid reality.
Understanding and accepting this means that we recognise that there is purpose, order and design to
the world around us. We are not evolved from lower life forms. Human beings are special and
valuable. This world despite the chaos and unpredictability we see around us lies ultimately in the
hands of an all powerful sovereign God.

Furthermore God made us with a purpose in mind. We are not living aimless pointless lives. We are
created to know and love Him. Let us remember this as we begin our long journey through the
Book of Genesis.
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
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	“Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen opens with; It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.

