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Title: “Nebuchadnezzar is impressed”
Scripture: Daniel 2:46-49

Date preached: August 4th 2024

Scripture: Daniel 2:46-49

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that
they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, and said,
“Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you
could reveal this secret.” 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts;
and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all
the wise men of Babylon. 49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel saz in the gate of the
king.
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Review
Today we are going to conclude our study of chapter two. But before we do let's briefly recap what
we have studied throughout this incident packed chapter.

Chapter two tells us in some detail about a disturbing dream experienced by the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar. The chapter opens by telling us that the events we are reading about took place in
the second year of his reign. The king was so troubled that he called his mystics, psychics and other
assorted occult practitioners to come and help him. He sensed that the dream held an important
meaning about what the future held. The king suspected that his wise men had lied to him about
things in the past. He could not trust what they said. Therefore in order to convince him that they
really knew what they were talking about they must fulfil the dual criteria of giving him both the
dream, and its interpretation.

The wise men baulked at this. They recognised that this was an ability that lay way beyond their
occult powers. Only a divine being can see inside people's minds. They told the king they could not
do what he asked, before adding that what he asked was completely unreasonable. The tyrannical
and volatile Nebuchadnezzar responded to this slight in an entirely predictable way.

He became furiously angry and passed a decree that all the wise men be arrested and executed.
Included in this decree were our four heroes, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

Due to their age and inexperience they were not among those called to the palace to advise the king,
but they were classed as “wise men” or “advisors.” It is for this reason that they are scheduled for
execution.

Daniel and his friends were unaware that this decree had been past. They were just relaxing at
home, eating left-over pizza when there was a knock on the door. It was the chief executioner
Arioch. Despite the great fear that must have come over him Daniel remained calm and composed.
He asked Arioch why this decree was passed, and also for an opportunity to go and speak with the
king. Arioch tells him what had happened and allows him to go to the king.
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At this audience with the king Daniel ask for some time in order that he might give the king an
interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar agrees and Daniel returns to tell his friends. They appreciate that
they are wholly reliant upon God. Only He can provide them with the answer to Nebuchadnezzar's
secret. Therefore they come together to pray that he might reveal it to them. Later that night God
reveals to Daniel in a night vision both the dream and its meaning. Daniel is understandably
overjoyed and offers a wonderful psalm of thanksgiving up to God.

The next section of chapter two details what happened when Daniel went to speak with the king.
Daniel begins by telling the king that all he is about to reveal has come from God. Daniel may be
the one speaking but it is the God of heaven who knows and reveals all. He then moves on to
outline the components of the king's dream.

The king had dreamt of an awesome and terrifying image, a statue most likely of a powerful
warrior. The statue was constructed of five different materials. It was topped by a head of gold. Its
arms and upper torso were made of silver. It's lower torso and thighs were made of bronze. It had
legs of iron and feet composed of a mixture of iron and clay. We are intended to note the declining
value and desirability of the materials as we descend from top to bottom. Gold at the top being the
most precious and clay at the bottom being the least valuable.

As the king watched a stone of divine origin (a supernatural stone) hurtled through the air and
struck the feet of the statue. This remember was the weakest point of the statue. The statue is
severely compromised, it begins to collapse and as it does is crumbles into powdery particles that
are carried away by the wind.

Daniel then went on to provide the all important interpretation. The statue represented a series of
successive future empires. This as you will recall is Nebuchadnezzar's vision. So we are to see it

and understand what it represents from his vantage point. These empires beginning with Babylon
would stretch all the way from 605 BC until the second coming of the messiah (the end times).

The golden head represented Babylon. This was an appropriate choice of metal. Gold was always
closely associated with Babylon. The city of Babylon was full of golden images. It was literally a
city that glittered and shone in the sun. It's also significant that gold is a pure metal. In this respect
the metal is symbolic of the kind of leadership structure that Babylon employed. In terms of
leadership and control Nebuchadnezzar had the purest, most undiluted form of power. He was an
absolute monarch. His word was law and no one else was able to challenge what he said.

The arms and upper torso represented the Medo-Persian empire. Led by Cyrus the Great they would
conquer the Babylonians in 539 BC.

Silver was a good metal to represent their empire because they were fixated on money. The words
for “silver” and “money” were the same thing in their culture.

Their leadership model was inferior to the absolute monarchy of the Babylonians. This was because
the Persian monarchs could not annul a law once it went into effect. In other words the law was
superior to the word of the monarch.

The Medo-Persians were themselves conquered by the Greeks led by Alexander the Great in 331
BC. They are represented on the statue by the bronze lower torso (belly) and thighs. Again bronze is
a good metal to symbolise the Greek empire. This is because their powerful armies went into battle
protected by armour of bronze. They also carried bronze swords into battle. Under Alexander the
Great the Greeks were a mighty all conquering force. But their weakness and eventual demise came
after his early death. The empire was split between his four top generals and so was not unified and
cohesive.

The next empire to arise was the Romans. In 31 BC the Romans conquered the Greeks and the
mighty iron legs of their military trampled everything underfoot.
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We find ourselves now at the base or foot of the statue. The feet of the statue were made of a mix of
iron and clay. These are two materials that do not adhere well together. There is much debate as to
what, or whom the feet represent. As I said last week we may be looking at a mix of different
people groups or ideologies that do not combine well together. They may at least externally give the
appearance of being together and united but are in reality weak especially when tested. This was
certainly true of the ancient Roman empire. As it grew and expanded it increasingly tried to mix
differing religions, ideologies and political systems together. The result was an internal weakness
that eventually led to collapse.

But we also here are being given a glimpse of a future kingdom to come. I am referring to the last
great Gentile kingdom. It will be a revival of the old Roman empire. Meaning that it's base or
headquarters will be somewhere in Europe. This final global empire will comprise 10
confederations of nations each headed by a “king.” Eventually as the tribulation plays out these
kings will give their power to one single all powerful figure. We know this figure as the Antichrist.
He won't get to rule for long however. Because the divine stone that Nebuchadnezzar saw
represents the Lord Jesus Christ. At His second coming He will demolish all the kingdoms that exist
and establish His own millennial reign over which He will reign.

The dream demonstrates that the God we worship and serve is sovereign over all the affairs of men.
God knows what, or who is coming and either permits or wills what will take place. We remember
find ourselves positioned along a linear playing out of time. We cannot be certain about what the
future entails because we are only ever moving forward through time. What will happen tomorrow
is only revealed to me in real time as I live it. God is however not bound by such constraints. He is
able from His perspective to see the whole scope of human history. Furthermore all of human
history it moving towards his plan of fulfilment. It might seem to us from our vantage point to be
chaotic and unstructured but it's actually God's plan slowly and carefully unfolding. This plan is all
focused on our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. He is what matters and it is why our eyes must
always remain focused on Him. The mid-point of human history was Christ's first appearance on
earth. Now we as believers eagerly await His second decisive coming.

Daniel ends his explanation by reminding the king of the source of this revelation. This has come
from the sovereign God of the universe. Therefore it cannot be doubted or disputed. All that God
has revealed will come to pass. We of course know this to be the case.

From our vantage point in history we have seen all those empires come, have their moment in the
sun, and then collapse and disappear.

The Babylonians had a glorious and mighty empire but it has long gone. Now we are just awaiting
the last, final empire. The pieces are rapidly moving into place all around us. When and how it all
finally comes to be lies in God's hands. But we can be assured that just like everything else was
fulfilled in Daniel's prophecy it will happen. Of this we can be sure.

Today we well look at the king's reaction to Daniel's revelation.
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46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that
they should present an offering and incense to him.

Let us consider for a moment what Daniel has done in revealing the dream and providing an
interpretation. He has, at least from a pagan's perspective achieved the impossible. He has done
what only a divine being can do. Namely, he has seen what goes on inside a persons subconscious
mind and then provided an interpretation. Even if Nebuchadnezzar is somewhat unsure about the
validity of the interpretation he cannot deny that Daniel accurately revealed his dream.

In reality the interpretation Daniel gave did make good sense to Nebuchadnezzar. He had wondered
what the future held in store. Now he knew that his empire would be succeeded by others. He was
no doubt pleased to be assured of his place in history, I'm sure it also stroked his ego to know that
he ruled over an empire that was regarded as the “head of gold.”

Therefore the king's response to Daniel's revelation is perhaps not that surprising. He falls down flat
on his face before Daniel as if he is paying homage to a god. In the ancient world one bowed to a
person who held a superior rank or position. The depth of the bow reflected that person's status. To
lie flat on the floor was to accept that person as having absolute dominion over you. After all We
cannot go any lower than lying face down. So this posture is one of absolute deference to a superior.
We should note that this was not a position that an absolute monarch like Nebuchadnezzar would
normally adopt. Such a powerful ruler would never prostrate themselves before another person, and
especially not a captured slave in this way.

In fact in the ancient world it was quite normal for the monarch to be worshipped as if they were a
god. Here we see the roles reversed.

The New Testament records some similar reactions from pagan unbelievers. When human beings
are empowered by God to perform miraculous signs its natural for pagans to believe they are
dealing with a manifestation of the god itself. You may remember that Cornelius, the Roman
centurion treated Peter in a similar way. He fell down at his feet and worshipped him (Acts 10:25—
26). We might also cite the example of Paul and Barnabas who were considered to be gods by the
people of Lystra (Acts 14:8—18).

The king goes on to command that the religious ritual of offering incense be performed for Daniel.

Now many over the centuries have wondered about Daniel's reaction to this. A moment ago I spoke
about Peter, Paul and Barnabas being regarded as gods. They were all devout Jews so such
adulation shocked and horrified them. They did not want the proper worship deserved by God to
fall upon them. So in each case they acted in ways that attempted to deflect the worship away from
them and back towards its rightful recipient; God.

Peter told Cornelius to stop, lifting him up physically from the ground before informing him that he
was just a man. Therefore it was God, and not him that Cornelius should praise. Paul and Barnabas
also reacted in an extreme way when the people tried to worship them.
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They ran around tearing their clothes and telling the people that they were just normal men. Again
they directed the people away from them and towards the one and only living God. But here in
Daniel we do not see such a reaction. He does not speak out, or try in any way to deflect
Nebuchadnezzar's praise back towards Yahweh. So what are we to make of this?

Well, firstly we must remember Daniel's place and position. He was a foreign slave living in this
strange pagan land. Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute monarch whose word was the law. So Daniel
was not really in a position to protest or object. The king was highly unpredictable and volatile. As
we have seen earlier in the chapter he was prone to passing lethal decrees at a moments notice.

Furthermore we should also recognise that Daniel was not personally accepting this worship
himself. He was not standing there thinking to himself that he rightfully deserved this worship and
praise. We are not imagining him glowing with pride at how mighty his supernatural skills were. He
fully understood that it was God who had revealed the secret to him. God had blessed him in this
way because he had been faithful and loyal servant. So we might imagine Daniel as accepting this
worship on God's behalf.

Let us read on and see what the king does next.
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47 The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings,
and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

Now, as we read this verse we might be greatly encouraged by the king's words here. Let us look at
the terms he uses to describe “Daniel's god” and what they imply.

To say that your God is the God of gods implies that there are "no other gods before" Him. To call
Him Lord of kings implies that He is sovereign over all of the empires and rulers that exist. To say
that He is a revealer of mysteries is to imply that He knows what lies is in darkness and that
nothing is hidden from Him.

All of these are accurate ways to describe the God of Israel. So it seems at least on the surface that
Nebuchadnezzar is acknowledging Yahweh as being supreme. He is openly admitting with these
statements the Lord's wisdom and supremacy, and acknowledging that it was this “god” who
revealed the secret to Daniel. In making such statements he is also in effect underscoring the
insufficiency of the other Babylonian deities. They were unable to reveal the mystery to the king's
advisors and wise men.

But despite this admission he is falling short of having genuine faith in the Lord of Israel as the One
true God. He is not ready to make this leap of faith just yet. It does however represent a crucial
moment in his faith journey, but we should not read what he says here and assume that
Nebuchadnezzar was rejecting his pagan idolatry and fully embracing Daniel's faith. Here's why.

Nebuchadnezzar was a pagan polytheist. He believed that there were many gods in existence. These
gods might be regional or national in nature. It was the belief in the ancient world that each nation
had its own particular set of deities. We should note in saying this that on occasion there was some
overlap and some gods were worshipped in multiple places.
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The Babylonians along with other ancient people groups also believed that the gods had particular
concerns or interests. They assigned particular duties or tasks to them. Let me give you a couple of
examples. The Babylonian goddess Ishtar was responsible for love, sex and fertility. The god Sin
was the moon god who handled time. Naturally in such a complex system a hierarchy or power
existed. Certain gods and goddesses were deemed to be more powerful and influential than others.
In the Greek pantheon for example Zeus was considered to be the most dominant figure whilst not
having not having overall control.

Marduk seems to have occupied this place of influence in Babylon. So what Nebuchadnezzar is
really saying here is that Daniel's God (Yahweh) is simply the best, or most powerful, among the
many other deities that existed. So please note the following, he's not denying the existence of all
these other gods but simply saying that Yahweh is supreme.

This of course does not tally with what the bible tells us. God does not sit at the top table with a
whole host of lesser gods beneath him. This is what the prophet Isaiah tells us;

“Thus says the Lorp, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
‘I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God. (Isaiah 44:6)

So the king is not abandoning his pagan beliefs. What he is doing is modifying them in response to
what he has seen. He's slotting Yahweh into his belief system. The Romans followed a similar
practice. When they conquered a new people group they simply absorbed their gods into the Roman
pantheon.

This is exactly what Nebuchadnezzar was doing. We might imagine him saying, “Well Daniel,
clearly the “god” you worship and serve is very powerful. I'll acknowledge him alongside Marduk,
Nabu, Aku, Ishtar and Sin.”

Let us continue.
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48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler

over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon.

Oli

You may remember the kings words back in verse number 6. If not let me remind you what he said
to his wise men and other advisors,

6 However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts,
rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.”

Here is verse 48 we see that he is a man of his word. Daniel had revealed the dream and provided an
interpretation it was only fitting that he be rewarded. Daniel received many great gifts. We are left
to guess at what these might have been. Fine clothes and jewellery. Works of art or other home
furnishings. Fine foods and wines. Land and property. Some slaves or servants to serve him. An
Italian sports-car and a Rolex watch! Daniel gratefully accepted all of these things not because he
was greedy or selfish but because with, and through them he knew he could do good.

Also we read here that the king recognised his wisdom by giving him two important jobs. Positions
of power and influence that would bring him great honour. The first was that he was made ruler
over the whole province of Babylon. The nation of Babylon at this time was divided into provinces,
each having its own governor. The governor's job was to rule and control the province on behalf of,
and under the absolute authority of the king. The city of Babylon was located in its own province
which was simply called "Babylon." We might refer to it as the capital region.

Given the wealth and prestige of the city, the fact that it was the strong beating heart of the empire,
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and that the nations elite lived here this would be the most desirable and important province to
govern. I suppose we can see modern parallels in our world today. If you could be mayor of any city
in England you'd opt for London. Seoul would be your choice in South Korea. So Daniel is given a
very important and prestigious post. That a captured slave was given this position would certainly
have raised some eyebrows.

The second job he was given was to be the overseer, or president of all the Babylonian wise men.
They would be under his control and would answer directly to him. What a wonderful opportunity
this presented him.

He could instruct them or at least guide them towards the truth only to be found in the one true God.
Normally this important position would have been given to a Chaldean, a member of the "master
race" of Babylonian society. The fact that Nebuchadnezzar gave it to a Jewish captive demonstrates
the tremendous respect that Daniel had earned with this revelation. The king clearly recognized
Daniel's connection to divine wisdom and acted accordingly. It actually, in some ways emphasises
the king's own wisdom. Daniel, through the God he served had insight into both the present and
future. This made him a valuable asset. It made good sense therefore to reward him and use his
skills to benefit the empire.

Not everyone was pleased by this I'm sure. Once the wise men had breathed a sigh of relief that
thanks to Daniel they would not be killed they began to plot against him. We will see this play out
in the weeks ahead.

We must of course acknowledge that God lay behind all of this. It wasn't luck or good fortune that
saw Daniel given these jobs. God was working behind the scenes to place Daniel into a position of
great influence. Let us conclude our study for today by looking at verse 49.
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49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the
affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Once again in this verse we are given an insight into the wise and caring nature of Daniel. He
remember was the one who had been promoted and extravagantly gifted. Some people might have
happily gone off to enjoy their new life, and forgotten all about their old friends.

You might have experienced a situation at work when a friend is promoted. Suddenly this person
becomes distant and aloof. They now only associate with people on their new elevated level. They
shun or ignore their old work colleagues. This wasn't what happened to Daniel. He always remained
humble and didn't allow himself to become puffed up with pride.

Daniel remembered how his friends had supported him in communal prayer. He fully understood
that God had answered their combined prayers. So he wasn't about to abandon them now. He knew
that his three friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were devoted to God, and would always
do the right thing. This facet of their character made them ideal for a job in the civil service. Men
who cannot be corrupted or bribed, and who always tell the truth make ideal government workers.
So Daniel approaches the king to speak up (petition) the king on behalf of his friends. He no doubt
vouched for their wisdom and competency. The king as we have seen clearly held Daniel in high
esteem. He was happy therefore to accept Daniel's request and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego
were also given important jobs in the government. It appears as if they would help or assist Daniel
in his role.

The verse ends by telling us that Daniel “sat in the gate of the king.” When we read a verse like
this today it perhaps strikes us as sounding strange. Maybe we picture Daniel sitting on a stool next
to an elaborate gate-way. This is of course not what's in view here. The “gate of the king” usually
referred to the main entrance to the royal palace. Or alternatively it might be a separate building
close to the palace in which important government or royal business was undertaken.

“The gate of the king” then served as the place where matters of the law could be settled. One of its
primary functions was to act as a court. It was also the place where public business such as
meetings and debates were conducted. It was also the place where royal decrees were proclaimed.
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It also acted as the place where visitors were vetted before being either turned back or allowed an
audience with the king. So we are talking about a very significant place. We read about the gate of
the king in several places in the bible. For example in 2" Samuel we read about king David coming
to the gate.

Then the king arose and sat in the gate. And they told all the people, saying, “There is the
king, sitting in the gate.” So all the people came before the king. For everyone of Israel had
fled to his tent. (2 Sam 19:8)

We also see it mentioned in the Book of Esther.

When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate.
(Esther 2:19)

So what we are reading here is that Daniel was to act as the Chief of the Supreme Court of the
Babylonian Empire. He was there to handle and deal with the most important and pressing matters.

So when we think of what has happened to Daniel in just three short years its quite amazing.
Captured at the point of the sword and taken into captivity. Trained and instructed in the finest
Babylonian university. And now chief of the supreme court. And don't forget he was still only 17 or
18 years of age! What a meteoric rise. But it just highlights how awesome our mighty God is.

Next time Lord willing we will look at how king Nebuchadnezzar's pride leads him into creating an
idol.
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Lesson to learn
I have two comments to make based on today's passage.
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1 Seizing the opportunities we are given
As we saw in today's account Daniel was rightly rewarded for his service. He didn't help the king

because he was eager for self promotion or as a way to gain royal favour. He was instead content to
serve God and do what he was called to do. God blessed his efforts by allowing him to assume an
important government position. It was a position in which he could, and would do much good.
Remember that there were a further two waves of Israelite exiles coming to Babylon. Daniel would
be well placed to arrange for and see to their needs. So Daniel seized and fully used the
opportunities he was given.

We too are afforded numerous opportunities. We may not be given high profile jobs in the
government but wherever God has placed us there are opportunities we can seize. For example most
of us interact with our work colleagues everyday. Some of them may or may not be believers. Those
in the faith we can support and encourage. Those who are unbelievers provide us with an
opportunity to share the gospel. Now this may not always be possible. We may work with, or
interact with people who are hostile to the gospel. People who shut us down and refuse to engage on
this topic. But we can still take the opportunity to show we are Christians by being kind, thoughtful
and compassionate. We can show what it means to follow Christ though our actions.

We might also take opportunities to serve or volunteer at church or in the community. We might
seize the opportunity to give to charity, support a missionary, encourage church planting or just give
to Christians in need. There is always a great deal we can do. So let us not be lazy or apathetic. Let
us pray for the holy spirit to fire up our zeal and passion. May we all seize every opportunity we are
given to help others, promote the gospel and honour God.

1—’#—0121 71312 ERASAT
o5 BEAA Hekso] AL Aol 3 Ao o) FII WAL
Al s s g FolE AV A g w4 fkEyrh g




Daniel: 9 — Nebuchadnezzar is impressed: Sermon Notes Page 15

713 A 28 vt Ao wEAGU shhdANE 17l F2% AT 44
Bt et S ol A e S A th A AG 1} B £E At e 3

A A9 Uth U ol F2E T Aele] AN 6 Be ol aehd £ Eo] uh
o 8] & AYUrh thae D59 Ve R Aelshn £ 5 Qe e A9l QA

FAFUT 2 Ty 2L ARl Al o1 718 24t A 8y

SR S 715} Fol e fel Aol w40 e 2 RiA s

U AA -2l Al T4 YAl A &35

T
i&
rlr
N
ok,
N
¥9,
)y
T 4d
A
2
il
i
2
o
AL
-z

v M A TR AT AEdUY 25 T A= AR e Al obd R E
Ytk 2= B okl e AFEES AAS A 4 d ¢ sy B4 2 AFEE
A Has A 7137F sy ol Aol &% 7hestA= e & sy a7 ¢
ot TR7F Hacl AEd 5= a2l o] s waL of FAlol thaf Eahs A A
Fo i Ut AR -2]= of W8] I stal, A 2ol Ao e BlEEA 52
7} lﬂiE‘ﬂo‘g Holz 7|32 s 7 dsdth v-2le] dEes T 1YLEE wE

= o] 2 onjeld] nelE  dHUh

$eE EG wa} AN A A AG BAZ 18 HE 2% Qg ek AR
of 71 %-8ha, AaAtE A Dok, w8 AH L FAL Ego] BaF 1 2L A )
$a 718 5e] Agueh Sel7h @ ol 9o QAL Bauth TenE Aoy
Ak B 49N Selel s A4S e A wel A w AL 32w
FORE AMS Fa, 2o dstebn, shbd A 932 E97] 98 Seol A Foid w
£ 7318 #3712 vk

2 Don't forget your friends
When good fortune comes our way it is easy to forget or neglect others. As we shoot to the top we

tend to forget those at the bottom and those we pass on our way up. As we sit and bask in our
success we often minimise the help and encouragement others have given to us. Now let us be
honest. In very rare cases a person's success may rest entirely upon their own skills or abilities.
However in most cases a person's success depends or rests upon others.

Let me give you a sporting analogy. In a soccer game you may sometimes see a player dribble the
ball from the halfway line and slot the ball into the goal. He or she did it all without the help or
assistance of their teammates. These kinds of goals are rare and unusual. In most cases a goalscorer
relies upon the service of others. The ball is passed to them, and they are able to shoot and score.
The one who scores may be the one who gets the glory, but it's only because someone else made an
effort and provided an opportunity. Therefore it is right and proper for the goalscorer to
acknowledge the efforts that others made to bring them success.

This is what happened to Daniel. He remembered how his friends had been there to support and
encourage him when he needed it. They had got together to pray and seek God's mercy. Daniel was
not about to forget them now as his career took off. He went out of his way to speak to the king and
find good positions for his friends.

We may or may not find ourselves in a situation quite like Daniel. We might not ever be in a
position to go to our bosses and ask them to employ a friend. But there are other ways we can
support and encourage those we care about. The most obvious thing that we can do is to keep them
in our thoughts and prayers. We might further encourage them by reminding them that we do
remember them in our prayers. We can also endeavour to keep our friendships special and
important. It is all to easy over time to drift apart and lose contact. So it may be necessary to set
aside time and be deliberate in maintaining regular contact with our friends.

It important to do these thing because of the value that friendships bring. True friendship is like a
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treasure that is to be prized and protected. This is equally true with the most treasured friendship we
enjoy. It is the greatest thought imaginable to think that our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ desires to
be our friend. He came to earth live the perfect life and die on the cross bearing our sins. What
greater act of friendship can we imagine than that. To give your life, your most precious possession
for someone else. He made this sacrifice for you because He loves you. He desires to be your close
and intimate friend. Let us all draw near to Him and cling on tight. There is no greater friend that
we can have than Jesus. Let us then make every effort to keep close and never forget or neglect our
friendship with Him.
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