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Title: “God reveals the meaning to Daniel “
Scripture: Daniel 2:14-23

Date preached: July 14th 2024

Scripture: Daniel 2:14-23

14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard,
who had gone out to Kill the wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the
king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision
known to Daniel.

16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the
interpretation. 17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of
heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.
So Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20 Daniel answered and said:

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
For wisdom and might are His.

21 And He changes the times and the seasons;

He removes kings and raises up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.
22 He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.

23 “I thank You and praise You,

O God of my fathers;

You have given me wisdom and might,

And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.”
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Review
Before we examine today's passage of scripture let's briefly recap what we spoke about last time.
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We began chapter number 2 of Daniel. Daniel and his three friends; Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego have recently completed their three year training period. They proved to be excellent
students. In fact the bible tells us that they were ten times better than any other wise man in
Babylon. As a result they are now novices employed in king Nebuchadnezzar's palace.

The events that we are reading about here took place in the second year of the king's reign.
As I said last time this places us in the year 603 BC.

It was in this year that the king began to experience some troubling dreams. These were much more
than just unpleasant nightmares that disrupted his sleep. The recurring dreams that the king
experienced left him unable to settle, and plagued both his waking and sleeping hours. As |
explained last time ancient people considered dreams to be highly significant. They were seen as the
means by which the gods attempted to communicate with people. The more important a person you
were the more significant the dream. So a king's dreams were regarded as providing valuable
insights. They potentially foretold or predicted future events. So Nebuchadnezzar knew that this
dream was not to be ignored. This reality was emphasised to him as the same dream was repeated
numerous times. The gods, or in this case God really wanted him to get the message. So
Nebuchadnezzar is disturbed. He knows that he will find no peace until an interpretation is
provided.

Fortunately for him there are many occult “experts” on hand. He calls the magicians, the
astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to him. These men have spent their lives attempting to
probe and understand the occult world. In particular the Chaldeans prided themselves on being able
to understand and interpret dreams. They had assembled libraries of books dedicated to analysing
dream symbology. They would take the elements mentioned by a dreamer, cross reference them
with their books and provide an interpretation. Such things still exist today.

The following comes from the online website “dreamdictionary.org.” I'm not endorsing this
website, or encouraging you to trust it as a good place to find answers to your dreams. Far from it.
But this is what it says if you have a dream involving a spider.

“When a spider emerges in your dream they contain both positive and negative elements depending
on its behaviour. On one hand you can see this is a powerful omen relating to potential luck,
psychic abilities or one’s creative side. On the flip side due to its ability to trap its victims in its web
and devour them slowly a spider may point to negative or toxic people who pose a threat.”

So there you go. Next time you dream about a spider you'll know what it means.

This is a reflection of what the Chaldeans would have provided the king. A rather vague, ambiguous
statement that could be taken in any number of directions. Most likely this had happened to the king
several times before which helps explain his mistrust of these “wise men.”

So when they appear before him he breaks with the usual tradition of first telling them his dream
and then letting them go away and concoct an interpretation. This dream strikes the king as being
particularly significant. Therefore he wants them to tell him what he dreamt, before providing an
interpretation. To us today such a request seems unreasonable. But these men remember claimed to
have the kind of powers that enabled them to do such things. If they are unable to do this the
punishment will be harsh. They will be sent home and not given any dinner. If only, they will in fact
be chopped into pieces and their houses burned down.

The Chaldeans are most perturbed. The king is being grossly unfair. No ruler has ever asked them to
perform such an impossible feat.
Amazingly they acknowledge that only a divine being has this kind of power. Therefore they
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implore the king to tell them the dream first. He will not relent. He wants them to do it all or risk
death. Eventually their complaining and pleading infuriate the king. He was a man not exactly
renowned for his patience.

He snaps and issues a brutal decree confirming that all the wise men in the city of Babylon and its
surrounding environs are to be executed. This decree immediately went into effect. Wise men were
arrested and executed.

Soldiers were also sent out to arrest Daniel and his friends. I spent a little time last time speaking
about why they were included. They were not present at the palace when the king asked for an
interpretation. However they were employed as advisors or wise men who served the king. So this
meant that they too were caught up in the decree that commanded all wise men be killed. What will
Daniel and his friends do? That will be the subject of our study today.
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14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard,
who had gone out to Kkill the wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the
king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision
known to Daniel.

Let us take a moment to set the scene. The kings decree has gone out that all the wise men be
arrested and executed. As I mentioned before this seems to have begun immediately. This
immediacy meant that the wise men did not have time to flee or try to hide. They were rounded up
and killed. Daniel and his friends lived either at the palace itself, or in accommodation provided by
the king for government officials. Since they were unaware of this decree being passed and the
great danger they faced they were unable to escape. When Arioch the captain of the king's guards
knocked at their door it must have come as quite a surprise.

Imagine how this all played out. Arioch knocks on Daniel's door. When Daniel opens the door
Arioch speaks,

“Hello Daniel, sorry to bother you but the king has commanded that you and your friends be
executed immediately. I hope you had nothing planned for this afternoon.”

It's difficult for us the imagine the shock and horror that must have come over Daniel. And yet as
we shall see he does not panic or become agitated. In fact, he presents us with the perfect example
of how to handle devastating or life changing news. He remained calm and didn't overreact or get
angry. Daniel knew that one wrong word could have proven disastrous, but equally he knew that
tactful, persuasive words might pause Nebuchadnezzar's reign of terror, or even end it. Further to
this he recognised that resisting arrest would only result in death so instead he used his brain and
asked a thoughtful rational question to Arioch.

What kind of man do you think Arioch was? Or let me put it another way. What kind of a soldier do
you think would rise up and become captain of the Babylonian king's guards? In a modern situation
such a position might be filled by an intelligent, thoughtful even sensitive soldier. A man who cared
about his men and sought to do what was morally right. This is unlikely to have been a
consideration in the Babylonian army. The Septuagint refers to Arioch as, “The chief butcher.” He
was the main executioner and his name means “lion.” So I'm not exactly picturing a cuddly friendly
guy. I'm imagining a tough violent man. A man not afraid to get his sword bloody. Someone who
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might even have enjoyed or relished killing. This is the kind of man Nebuchadnezzar would
promote to such a post. So his reaction to Daniel is interesting.

Daniel asks him why this decree had come about so quickly. Yesterday these wise men had been in
the king's favour, and now today he wanted them all killed. What had turned the kings mind?

Now perhaps the king's decision to do away with the wise men did not surprise Daniel. We know
that he was an astute and wise young man. He most likely recognised that many of the so called
“wise men” were just tricksters or charlatans who lied to the king for their own benefit or gain. But
what puzzled or surprised Daniel was the immediacy and the harshness of the king's decree.

The very fact that Arioch would stop and listen to Daniel is quite revealing. It shows us that Daniel
even though young had earned the respect and admiration of others in the Babylonian hierarchy.
Arioch was under no obligation to explain what was going on. He had the king's orders to kill
Daniel and his friends. However he does not carry out the king's orders and instead tells Daniel
what had happened and why the king was so angry.

Let us continue.
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16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the
interpretation.

This verse beautifully illustrates Daniel’s courage. He goes to visit and speak with king
Nebuchadnezzar. Ancient tyrannical rulers were not really known for their patience and tolerance.
Nebuchadnezzar had a well deserved reputation for being unpredictable. Under other
circumstances, both Daniel and Arioch who allowed him to go free and meet with the king might
have been killed. So Daniel could not have known exactly how this meeting would go. These
concerns however did not seem to faze Daniel. He trusted in God to protect him.

Look at what Daniel asks for. He asks that the king allow him some time so that he might be able to
tell the king his dream and provide an interpretation. This is an incredibly bold thing to ask. Here's
why. There is no other record in scripture of God giving anyone knowledge of a dream that another
person had. You may remember that Joseph provided interpretations for two of the Pharaoh's
servants. But this was only after they had told him what the dreams were (Gen 40). Later Joseph
also provided an interpretation for Pharaoh's dream, but again this was only after Pharaoh and
explained it (Gen 41). So what I am saying here is that Daniel has complete confidence that God
can do this thing even though there is no record of Him doing it before. He knew that if God chose
not to help him, he and his friends would die. Despite this he went ahead and asked for extra time.
That's the kind of faith we all must strive to have.

We do not get the kings actual response but since Daniel is sent away back to his house we can
assume that the king must have agreed to give him some time. What will Daniel do next? Let's read
on and find out.
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17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning
this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon.

After leaving the king Daniel returned to his house where his three friends are waiting The
assumption seems to be that they either lived in shared accommodation, or that they were waiting at
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Daniel's house for him to return. For the three waiting it must have been a very tense and nerve-
wracking time. If Daniel had failed before the king they would have been instantly arrested and
quickly executed.

When Daniel did return I'm not exactly sure they would have been overjoyed by the news. It was
true that they had been offered a temporary stay of execution.

But their continued existence depended upon God providing Daniel with the dream and its
interpretation. Although they had great faith and trust in God they would never presume to know
God's will. It may have been God's will not to reveal this information. If this was the case they had
just a matter of hours, or perhaps a day at most to live.

So Daniel shares with his friends what little he knows. The king had experienced some recurring
troublesome dreams. His wise men had been unable to tell him the dream or provide an
interpretation. This had led to the king becoming angry and passing the decree for all the wise men
to be executed.

How wonderful it is to have good friends upon whom we can share our troubles, needs, concerns
and burdens. It's comforting to have people who will come alongside and support and encourage
you in times of stress and anxiety. [ hope you appreciate and value the people in your life who are
there to listen, love and help you. If you have not reached out recently to thank or acknowledge a
special person then why not do so today. Let them know that you love them and will be there for
them when they need you.

I want you now to look carefully at what Daniel and his friends did next. They came together to
implore God for his mercy. That's a fancy way of saying they prayed for God's help. Interestingly
this 1s the first instance of united prayer recorded in Scripture. It is the first time that the bible
mentions people coming together in a group to pray. When we consider their situation we can
appreciate the need to come together and pray like this. They were foreign slaves living in a strange
pagan land. There was nothing they could do without God's help. They desperately needed Him.
Their very lives lay in His hands.

Today living here in safe and prosperous South Korea we are prone to forget just how dependent we
remain upon God and His mercy. We tend to think that our wealth and prosperity is a result of our
hard work and diligence. We are materially successful because of the efforts we have expended.
Sorry to burst your bubble, but that's wrong. Everything you have or own belongs to God. In His
goodness and grace He has given it to you. He could if He desired take it back from you. So |
encourage you to cultivate an attitude of thankfulness and humility. Try not be so caught up in the
material things in life and remember where your real priorities lie.

Daniel and his friends prayer is simple enough. They ask that God show them mercy and reveal the
“mystery” or the “secret” of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. The word “secret” used here (raz) is used
eight times in this chapter. It is the equivalent of the Greek word mysterion (“mystery”), which is
used twenty-eight times in the New Testament. It means, or refers to “a hidden truth that is revealed
only to the initiated.”

This “secret” of course is not hidden from God. He knows all things. They pray that He might
reveal this secret to Daniel which will result in them not perishing like the other wise men. The
other “wise-men” are wicked occult practitioners who for their evil practices deserved death. Daniel
and his friends however have been faithful to God. They have sought to honour Him and please
Him with their lives. How will God respond? Let us read on and see.
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19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of
heaven.

We do not know the time frame surrounding all the events we are reading about here. Here's how I
think this may have played out. It seems likely that Nebuchadnezzar gave Daniel until the following
day in which to come and reveal the dream. Daniel met and prayed with his friends in the afternoon
following his meeting with the king.

Therefore it was later that same night that God acted and made things known to Daniel.
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It is important for us to recognise and understand that the reason God revealed the secret to Daniel
all came about as a result of their prayer. We are intended as readers to connect these two events
together. Daniel and his friends met and prayed to God, and in His own perfect timing, which in this
case was quick God answered.

The “secret” of Nebuchadnezzar's dream was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. I told you before
about the difference between a vision and a dream. In case you have forgotten let me remind you.
When a person receives a vision they are awake. When God communicates through a dream
obviously the person is asleep. Both visions and dreams were common vehicles for divine
revelation at this time (Num 12:6). But as I explained in a previous sermon they are not the primary
method God chooses to communicate with us today. However in stating this we must also recognise
that God may use any method He desires. Today we have God's revelation, the bible to help us
discover God's will and desire for us.

Before moving on I want you to carefully note Daniel's response to all of this. That God revealed
the dream to him meant that he and his friends would not perish. What a relief this must have been.
We might therefore expect him to rush off immediately and tell the king. But this was not his first
priority. His number one priority was to go to God and offer him blessing and praise for answering
their prayers. This is an important lesson we need to learn. Often when God has shown us His grace
in answering our prayers we neglect to either thank Him, or respond appropriately with praise. How
ungrateful this makes us. How we must grieve our generous Heavenly Father when we act like this.
So let me encourage us all not to fall into this bad habit. Let us learn from Daniel and remember to
thank and praise God as the first order of importance.

Let us conclude our study for today by looking at verses 20 to 23.

19 Op{| 0] 22kt 20| ‘oj| Erato= CH-RIbjp| o Om o Pl CILRI0| o] AR it TSRt

25 88 2= MHS0| Of=Feo| 7RE Lio]| 20ft LOK| & 57t BIELIEE P+ O[ ARASO| Of A | Tt/
= A FRINENELCE SR TR0 SIRC| ARIS T Chg & oM 1 &5 BoREL X A4 2
S CHRA2 S et = @20 THES Tt 7|=aL

2|0 i 01| SH-FePAHIM SAISHIA CH-{ROM| Z0i| Chioh &2 ZuaLIt

SILFEPHNM CH-RAOA HIZE 2o i 242 O50| 7|0 ZiigisS oL f2f= 250 d8 =2
1= [ O & 71X ARAS 2P| XIS = QOOF iLIEE CH-RAF 110 THIS2 2PH 204 S| 7 1=340,
SlTEAME =2 210k | SEISHAEH| 0] BR0f= O LE5oH| SRl LI

LRI &2l “HIZ O] 2ol 2htS SoH TR0 =Rftatiet 20 Zheint 50| Ko FHo]| Chioh 25551
LR SRS = oL WP E2RIELIEE 22 7101 S T FoRILIEE 220 Si-FEHM BS Sol &
Sol M= O] S A U= SR 1 A0ils 2hefilt & = EHOILFEHIM ARE 2ol 2Rl
TORELEL 2 12:6). Rt 25E0l= =t 2kJ0] SN R2iRE 250P | ol A-tiok= 32l 0]
OflLEt =2 0= ALHE Si-fefHM= 20| RobA [2H OfH OIS ARESK = QAL TR | @52 22
o= SRl A | = P2IE et St St 22 oI #ot = 20| FHeK| & 4= =R Ql=sk= 98
Of Q&L

A ThSP | 0] O] 2= 20| tlieh C-IRAC| RISS 22| 2| HHEAP | BIRILIEL Sl 0P| =5 2
ofraleL| 9t THIS0| =X| B0k ElLFE S0t CRURILpIE D202 22k= T07HSA| 0P| 2o A2k
0 000 O 22 32382 CRO] £ 9P HOR-IREELIEE 77 RS B oF 22 SILEPH| LIop
=0| 7|0 SEBIFEL! 201 Choll SErlk TS ERIELIEL 0PI 22D HHiROF 2t 2%t neRlL M TS
SIFEIHM 2210] 7 |=0f| SERIN 8IS HFAE T P2 t= 2271 AP ERIEE |= i SeRILE
Of 20 H2U=oH ARIRULP7E PP ORI szt I 2CHok Si-te OfAPHN= L0+ SR 2
2| 25 O LR S5210]| R [X| Rit== Zopof It CH-IRAS 1ie MO XM= SILIEH 2Rt HRIS
EL|=5 BAEE



Daniel: 6 — God reveals the meaning to Daniel — Sermon Notes Page 10
20-23 A2 BN @50| duE DT SHESLICE
20 Daniel answered and said:

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
For wisdom and might are His.

21 And He changes the times and the seasons;

He removes kings and raises up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.
22 He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.

23 “I thank You and praise You,

O God of my fathers;

You have given me wisdom and might,

And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.”

As we read these wonderful verses of scripture we might note a certain similarity with another
genre of writing found in the bible. As I'm sure you have noticed Daniel's words here resemble a
psalm. It has even been labelled by some biblical scholars as “Daniel's psalm.”

Daniel demonstrates through his wording, and the structure he employs that he was well acquainted
with the hymns of praise recorded in the book of Psalms.

A psalm may be defined as a religious poem or song, often expressing praise, thanksgiving, or
petition to God.

That is clearly what we see here. Daniel seems to be imitating a psalm of thanksgiving (see for
example Psl 30, 107). Let's look at what he says.

Daniel begins with the proclamation that God's name be blessed forever.

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,

The “name” stands in the bible for the nature or revealed character of God. So in praising God's
"name," Daniel is celebrating His entire nature and character. To bless is to empower. When it is
directed towards God, it means to give thanks, honour, and appreciation to the one true God. So he
is praying that God and all He stands for be empowered forever and ever.

He then goes on to acknowledge that all wisdom and might are God's.
For wisdom and might are His.

When it came to wisdom the Chaldeans and the other “wise” men in the king's court were sadly
lacking. As sinful, misguided human beings they were limited in what they could know. God has no
such limitations He sees, and knows all. This is why God, and only God is the source for all wisdom
and truth.

Daniel then goes on to speak about God's sovereignty over the things of this world.

21 And He changes the times and the seasons;
He removes kings and raises up kings;

This is a statement of faith that rightly acknowledges that God is in control of everything. The word
“times” here speaks of a sense of duration. A king or ruler has a period of time during which they
reign. The length of this time is determined by God. The word “seasons” suggests the appropriate
moment for something to happen. All things occur or exist in their appropriate season. A season that
is determined by God.
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Daniel also acknowledges that God has complete power over the monarchs and nations of the
world. Kings or other rulers come and go. Kingdoms and nations rise and fall as God works out His
purposes. Human beings make plans but their success or otherwise depends upon God.

Daniel then moves on to spotlight the origin of wisdom.

He gives wisdom to the wise
And knowledge to those who have understanding.

In Babylon the “wise men” were regarded as being the source of the nations knowledge and
wisdom. They were the people the nation turned to for answers. However it was not uncommon for
them to lie and greatly exaggerate the knowledge they had. It was an illusion that they employed for
power, prestige and monetary gain. The fact that they lied should be expected. This is because the
source of their information was the occult world. As I have pointed out before demons lie because
that is their nature. God by contrast is the source of all that is true and wise. He cannot lie.
Therefore Daniel acknowledges Him to be the source of all that is true and wise and also recognises
that he distributes said wisdom to those who seek to honour and obey him.

Daniel then goes on to extol God's omniscience.

22 He reveals deep and secret things;
He knows what is in the darkness,
And light dwells with Him.

God know everything.

Nothing is hidden from Him, not even things covered up or hidden by humans. That means that the
sin that you do in the dark that you think is known only to you is not a secret to God. God knows
what takes place in the darkness even though He dwells in the light. In many Old Testament
passages, God is described as being surrounded by light, (Exod. 24:17, Hab. 3:4). In the New
Testament this is expressed more clearly. The Apostle Paul writes in his first letter to Timothy,

15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King
of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light,
whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. (1 Tim
6:15-16)

The Apostle John is even more explicit,

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and
in Him is no darkness at all. (1 john 1:5)

This light is a sign that God is good, right, and holy. Daniel's psalm of thanksgiving concludes with
a personal note of thanks and praise.

23 “I thank You and praise You,
O God of my fathers;

Daniel addresses his praise to the "God of my fathers." Despite being taken from his home and
family as a young boy, Daniel remained faithful to the God of Israel. Even now living in a strange
pagan land surrounded by the Babylonian culture he identifies himself as one of the people of
Israel. In this way he effectively connects his experience to the Hebrew people of the past.

It's a good reminder to us today that we too stand on the shoulders of all the believers who have
come before us. We can take strength and encouragement as we learn and grow from their
experiences.

Daniel then acknowledges where his insight and wisdom came from.
You have given me wisdom and might,

It was not because He was a good scholar who had studied hard. These things are significant but the
real reason that he had wisdom and might was that God had given this to him. This wisdom is
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reflected in his appreciation of the support of his friends.
He did not forget that his companions' prayer was just as effective as his own.

And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.”

Daniel avoided the danger of becoming puffed up with pride. He might easily have fallen into the
trap of thinking that he was special because God chose to reveal the dream to him. This was not the
case. As a humble servant of God, he acknowledged the role of his three friends in the prayer that
God answered.

Daniel was confident that the information that God had given him would save their lives. This
confidence is testimony to the clarity and obvious supernatural source of this revelation. Daniel
knew it had come from God. As a consequence he did not need to contrive an answer that he hoped
would satisfy, or please the king. All he needed to do was declare the revelation he had received
from the one and only living and true God. That will be the subject of our next sermon.

Let's conclude today by thinking about what we can learn from today's passage.
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Lesson to learn
I have three lessons that [ have drawn from today's study.

K= 25 SF0IM M 7| =S RIS

1 The need for calmness under pressure
Rudyard Kipling's famous poem “If” begins as follows.
“If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs...”

How easy it is in times of trouble or crisis to lose our heads and act in unthinking and foolish ways.
To make silly, snap decisions that may result in catastrophe. In today's account Daniel and his
friends found themselves in a desperate situation. The king's decree was that they should die.

It's difficult for us to imagine a more pressured or stress inducing situation. So it would have been
quite understandable for Daniel to have lost his head and acted foolishly. He might have tried to
fight against his arrest. Or argued vehemently that it was unfair. Both of these actions would have
resulted in his death. But this was not what happened. He acted very wisely and sensibly in
carefully approaching Arioch and asking what was going on. He then went to the king and asked for
some time.

Daniel then provides us a model for how to react when in a stressful situation. Why you might
wonder was he able to keep his head in this difficult time? I believe it was because he had full and
complete trust in God. He knew that God was in control so therefore he did not need to panic or
over-react.

So what should we do when we find ourselves in a difficult or challenging situation? We should
follow Daniel's example and try to remain calm and composed. We should carefully think things
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through and communicate clearly and precisely with those directly involved. Most importantly we
should think about whom, and what we are to the sovereign God of the universe. If you have put
your faith and trust in Jesus Christ then you are a child of God. That means that as your loving
heavenly Father He is looking out for you. There's no need to lose your head and panic.
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2 The priority of prayer

As we saw in today's account Daniel prioritised the need for prayer. It was the first thing on their
“to do list.” I think that many believers today do recognise and value the importance of prayer. But
I'm not always sure it holds that rightful top spot. I think that too often we think about practical
things we can do before turning to prayer. Simply put we tend to think that faith means doing
something. But that's the wrong way of looking at things. You see, Prayer is doing something.
Prayer makes a tremendous difference. Never forget the amazing fact that the sovereign God has
chosen to work in response to the prayers of His people.

Let me give you a familiar scenario to illustrate what I mean. Imagine parents who are awoken at
night with a feverish child. What do they do? They grab a thermometer and take the child's
temperature. They then apply a cold cloth to the child's head. They check on the internet for ways to
lower someone's temperature. They call someone who has some medical knowledge. Eventually
they pick up the child and rush them to the ER. What they should have done first was prayed.

Let us then correctly prioritize prayer in our lives.
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3 The value of community prayer

When faced with a very difficult, and from their perspective unsolvable situation what did Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego do? They got together to pray. They realised that only God had
the power to help them.

Although everyone's call to faith in Christ is an individual event we are not supposed to stay as
isolated individuals. It is not a biblical idea that we shun collective gatherings and just worship God
on our own. No, God calls us into a faith community. We should desire spiritual intimacy with other
believers. We call this fellowship. Just like in any human relationship shared time together is like a
bond or glue that holds things together. There are many ways this might be achieved.

Commonly it is through spending time together after or before worship. It may be cultivated
through church outings, trip or special events. And it may be encouraged through praying and
praising God together.

Praying together allows us to bare our hearts before the throne of God as a group. It allows us to see
different, perhaps unexplored aspects of our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. It opens up new
ways to see and think about our saviour. It can help rekindle our cold and jaded hearts. It may
encourage us to think more about the needs and concerns of others. It helps make us less needy and
selfish. So there is much to be gained from praying together.

May we all recognise the importance and value of communal prayer.
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