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Daniel: 43 — Sermon Notes
Title: “Nearly the end”
Scripture: Daniel 12:1-4

Date preached: April 20t 2025

Scripture: Daniel 12:1-4

1 “At that time Michael shall stand up,

The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people;
And there shall be a time of trouble,

Such as never was since there was a nation,

Even to that time.

And at that time your people shall be delivered,

Every one who is found written in the book.

2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
Some to everlasting life,

Some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 Those who are wise shall shine

Like the brightness of the firmament,

And those who turn many to righteousness

Like the stars forever and ever.

4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
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Review

As I'm sure you have noticed today's sermon is titled, “Nearly the end.” This is because we are now
entering the home straight. The hard yards have been covered. The finish line is in sight.

Next Sunday, Lord willing we will bring this series to a climax. That means that in these final two
sermons we must cover what is recorded in chapter 12. Before we begin that however let's briefly
recap the key things from last week's sermon.

Last time we looked at verses 40 to 45 of chapter 11. These verses reveal what will occur during the
70t week (the time of tribulation). It is referred to in verse 40 as “the time of the end.”

As we have seen the beast (the Antichrist) will emerge at the beginning of this time period. Initially
at least he will be respected and admired. This will be because he comes to Israel bearing a
covenant (agreement) for peace. Finally, after decades of hatred and bloodshed a solution has been
found for the “Middle East problem.” How the world, and especially the Jews will rejoice. They can
finally live in peace and security and, even more importantly for them rebuild their temple. This
fragile peace will last for just three and a half years. At the mid-point of the tribulation then
Antichrist will break the agreement. This will be the signal for God to pour out His wrath upon the
world.

So in verse 40 we learn that just prior to this point in the final week the Antichrist will be attacked.
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He has based himself and his forces either in Israel, or in a neighbouring country. We read that he
will face simultaneous attacks from both the north and the south.

There has, over the decades been much speculation regarding which nations are represented by the
generic terms north and south. Most scholars agree that the coalition attacking from the north will
comprise armies from Russia, Turkey and possibly other eastern European nations. They will come
with great speed and strength against the Antichrist. As to those coming from the south again there
1s some degree of speculation. It seems likely that Egypt, Sudan, Libya and Ethiopia are forming
some kind of coalition probably supported by other Islamic or Arab nations.

Despite the power and speed of their attack the Antichrist will be victorious. He will crush theses
armies and drive them back. As part of this process he will send his own armies out and they will
conquer many of the surrounding nations.

We are also told in verse 41 that he will enter the glorious land (Israel). This may mean that he had
been based outside and has now moved into Israel, or that he had left to overthrow other nations and
had now returned. Israel will be unable to resist him. The nation will be overwhelmed and the
terrible suffering of God's chosen people will begin in earnest. This is not the fate of the adjacent
lands of Edom, Moab and Ammon. These three areas escape from the Antichrist's wicked clutches.
It is certainly possible that God is supernaturally protecting these places. This may be because in
this time of terrible suffering many Jews will flee to these locations. So it may be that God is
protecting His people by not allowing the Antichrist to capture these areas.

The Antichrist will next move against Egypt. They will be unable to fight him and he will plunder
their great wealth. Buoyed by this success he will then attack and overwhelm Libya and Ethiopia.

Things appear to be going incredibly well for the beast. No doubt the Antichrist is greatly satisfied
by all his military success. It is at this point (verse 44) that he receives some alarming news. The
news is that something alarming is happening to his east and north. The best explanation for this is
that enemy forces are coming against his from these respective directions. The northern force may
be the Russian coalition that has now been strengthened (reinforced) after its recent loss. The army
coming from the east may be the Chinese or other eastern nations who are united. So once again the
Antichrist must ready his forces and go out to fight. It will be a brutal confrontation in which many
are killed. But the outcome will be that the Antichrist is victorious.

The final verse (verse 45) we looked at last time told us about what the beast will do following this
military success. He will set up his “palace” somewhere in Israel. The angel gives Daniel some
clues as to where this will be. It will be between the two seas; the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea
and somewhere in the vicinity of the glorious mountain. This I believe is the holy mountain, Mount
Zion in Jerusalem.

This is seems will be where he sets himself up. However verse 45 ends by telling us that despite all
his military might his end will come. Despite being empowered by Satan and his evil minions the
Antichrist will ultimately fall. God will bring him down. In his time of desperate need no one will
come to his aid.

This was where we finished last week. Today we will look at the first four verses of chapter 12.
They briefly outline what will happen in the second half of the tribulation. It will be the worst time
imaginable for the Jewish people but they are not to despair. Instead, they are to live in hope. They
serve a God who has promised deliverance to His faithful followers.
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1 “At that time Michael shall stand up,

The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people;
And there shall be a time of trouble,

Such as never was since there was a nation,

Even to that time.

And at that time your people shall be delivered,

Every one who is found written in the book.

The first thing to say before we get into today's passage regards the chapter division we get here. As
I have told you before that the artificial chapter breaks can sometimes be rather confusing or even
jarring. This break here between chapters 11 and 12 is particularly jarring. It makes it seem as if
chapter 11 has concluded with the Antichrist's reign coming to an end. And now here in chapter 12
some “other time” is in view. Clearly these verses belong at the end of chapter 11. When you put
them together the passage runs seamlessly.

So clearly the phrase, “At that time,” refers to the the time of the great tribulation or the time of
Jacobs trouble (Jer 30:7). We have spoken at some length about the events that start the seven-year
tribulation. It begins with the charismatic political leader we know as the Antichrist making a
covenant, or peace agreement with Israel. At the mid-point of the tribulation (3.5 years) the
Antichrist breaks the covenant he made with Israel. From this point on he will be quite open about
his hatred for God's people. As part of this the beast (the Antichrist) will place an image of himself
in the temple and require the world to worship him. The bible refers to this event as the
Abomination of Desolation. Naturally, such a blasphemous and unholy act will put a stop to the
Jewish sacrifices in the temple.

It is from this point on that things begin to escalate VERY quickly. This is because the Antichrist's
desire will be to completely annihilate the Jewish people. This is reflected in the angel saying to
Daniel that this will be a time of trouble such as “never has been seen before.” As I'm sure you will
agree that's quite a prediction. Let's not brush it aside lightly. Throughout the history of mankind no
group of people has been more victimised that the Jewish people. Here's just a partial list of some of
the worst atrocities they've suffered.

m In 70 AD — Approximately 1,000,000 Jews were killed as the second temple fell to the Romans.
m Between 132—-135 AD — During the crushing of the Bar Kokhba revolt 580,000 Jews were killed.
The Roman Emperor Hadrian orders the expulsion of all the Jews from Judea.

m In 1146 AD -100,000 Jews are massacred by the Almohad Caliphate in Fez, Morocco along with
120,000 in Marrakesh.

m In 1190 AD - All the Jews in Norwich, England that were found in their houses were slaughtered.
In the same year in York England 500 Jews were massacred following a six-day siege.

m In 1298 AD - During the civil war between Adolph of Nassau and Albrecht of Austria, around
100,000 Jews were massacred.

m In 1328 AD — In Estella, Spain 5,000 Jews were massacred and their houses were burned down
following anti-Jewish preaching by a Franciscan friar.

m In 1349 AD— In Basel Switzerland 600 Jews were burned at the stake. In that same year in
Germany 3000 Jews were killed in Erfurt and 6000 in Mainz.

m In 1506 AD — In Portugal 2,000 Jews were killed in three days.
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m In 1648 AD — In Poland during the Chmielnicki Massacres an estimated 600,000 Jews were killed
and 300 Jewish communities were destroyed.

m Between the years 1917-1921 AD — During the Russian Civil War it has been estimated that
between 70,000 to 250,000 Jews were killed.

m Between 1939-1945 AD — The Jews went through the Holocaust. About 6 million Jews, including
about 1 million children were systematically killed by Nazi Germany and other Axis powers.

m On 7% October 2023 — Hamas terrorist attacked Israel killing 1,200 people.

Trust me when I say these were just the “highlights.” The websites I consulted had page after page
detailing how God's people have suffered over the centuries. It was utterly overwhelming. I was
particularly saddened to see that my own countrymen had been guilty of heinous acts towards the
Jewish people. I'm not ashamed to admit that I shed a tear at just how much they have had to
endure.

So when the angel tells Daniel what will come in the end times will be worse than anything
previously known it should make us shudder. If you want to read a detailed account of exactly what
will transpire during this terrible time frame then I direct you to read Revelation chapters 6 through
chapter 19. I know you are busy people so allow me to give you a quick summation.

During the time of great tribulation the world will experience, war, famine, 25 percent of the world's
population being killed, the collapse of the heavenly bodies, one-third of the earth being destroyed,
one-third of the sea being destroyed and the release of hell’s demons to overrun the earth.

You want more?

People's bodies will be covered by sores, all the living creatures in the sea will be killed, all fresh
water will be polluted, scorching sunlight will burn people to death and darkness will cover the
earth. So not a very pleasant time.

But God's people have not been forgotten or left unattended. God made them a promise and God
always keeps His promises. Make careful note that it is the Jews in view here. The angel tells
Daniel that these things concern “your people.” So although terrible times are on the horizon there
1s hope for the Jews. This hope comes first through the one God will send to “stand up,” or perhaps
more accurately “stand over” His people.

This guardian for the Jewish people is described here as being a “great prince.” This prince will be
the angel Michael. As I have told you before only two good angels are named in scripture; Gabriel
and Michael. What do we know about Michael? Well, let's begin with his name. In English, we
pronounce it as “Michael,” in Hebrew it is mee-kah-EL. It means, “Who is like God?” or “one who
is like God.”

Here's another interesting fact. Michael only says four words that are recorded in scripture. In Jude
9 when he is disputing with Satan about the body of Moses he says, “The Lord rebuke you!”

We also know from scripture that Michael is an archangel (Jude 1:9). This word derives from the
Greek word, archangelos, meaning “chief angel.” In the Old Testament he is described as being
“one of the chief princes” (Dan 10:13). This suggests that there is some form of angelic hierarchy
and that Michael is a high ranking angel.

We also know that he is an angelic warrior. This means that he is sent by God to engage in spiritual
warfare (Dan 10:13, Rev 12:7-9). This was what he was doing when we last heard about Michael at
the end of chapter 10. He was you will recall sent to help fight against the prince of the kingdom of
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Persia in chapter 10 (Dan 10:13). This we said was a demonic spirit assigned to this region by
Satan. Louis Berkhof, in his Systematic Theology, says that in Michael we see a,

“valiant warrior fighting the battles of Jehovah against the enemies of Israel and against the evil
powers in the spirit-world.”
(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 1982 p.147)

So Michael seems to be the angel most directly concerned with Israel. Here he is given the special
task of watching over Israel in the time of great tribulation (see Psl 91:11-12).

We then read that at that time everyone who is written in the book will be delivered (or rescued).
What book is in view here? Scripture tells us of a number of records that God keeps. This record
keeping reflects His power, faithfulness, and love. Let's look at a number of biblical references to
books. Let's begin with Moses. Following the golden calf incident Moses says to God,

32 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which
You have written.” (Exo 32:32)

On a number of other occasions books are mentioned.

You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?
(Ps1 56:8)

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, And not be written with the righteous.
(Psl 69:28)

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to
their works, by the things which were written in the books.

(Rev 20:12)

So which “book” is meant here. This I believe is a reference to the Book of Life (aka the Lambs
Book of Life). This is a record of all whom God has elected for salvation. It contains a list of all
those who will live with God for eternity. Anyone not found written within this eternal ledger will
ultimately be cast into the lake of fire and will perish forever. Please note that this is not saying that
everyone of Jewish heritage will be saved. On the contrary only those whose names are written in
the book will be saved.

What a wonderfully comforting thought it would be for someone facing intense distress to know
that God has their name recorded. That whatever happens in the present they will spend eternity in
His presence. It's an offer He makes to all of us. How can you be assured that your name is written
in that book? This is how. Repent of your sins and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your saviour.
Once your name is written in the book it will never be erased.
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2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame and everlasting contempt.

As we just read the Jews have the hope that comes from having a spiritual guardian (Michael)
standing over them. They also have the far more reassuring hope that comes from knowing that the
end of earthly life is not the end of all life. They have, to put it simply the hope of resurrection after
death. “Those that sleep in the dust,” is of course a euphemism meaning death. When our human
bodies die we are buried in the ground and over time our flesh returns to the dust. But this is not the
end of us. There is a physical resurrection to come.

As we have noted many Jews will die during the terrible calamities of the tribulation. Many more
will see family and friends perish. Although at the time this will be deeply traumatic the blow is
lessened somewhat when you believe in a resurrection. If you believe that you will live again, and
can be with your loved ones for eternity that is a comforting thought. The same thing applies to us
today.

I lost my father very suddenly and unexpectedly nearly 20 years ago. He was 63 years of age and in
seemingly good health when he died in his sleep. What a void his death left in the lives of those
who loved him. He adored children but never got to meet my daughter. But, despite my sadness at
his loss I take great comfort in the thought that we shall meet again in heaven. You probably feel the
same way about loved ones you have lost.

Some Bible scholars claim that the Jews never really had a clear and well-defined understanding of
life after death. Whilst it's certainly true that this doctrine is much more clearly presented in the
New Testament it is not something unknown prior to Christ. Let me give you some evidence to
support this claim. Job, the oldest of the patriarchs expected to see God in his resurrection body
(Job 19:25-27). Abraham had confidence in the resurrection of the dead. That was why he could
offer Isaac as a sacrifice. This is what we are told in Hebrews 11:19,

Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did
receive Isaac back from death.
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Isaiah, who lived more than a century before Daniel, predicted that dead men would live again. And
their bodies would rise (Isaiah 26:19). And finally Hosea, a contemporary of Isaiah records God as

saying,

“I will ransom them from the power of the grave.

“I will deliver this people from the power of the grave;
I will redeem them from death.

Where, O death, are your plagues?

Where, O grave, is your destruction? (Hosea 13:14)

My point is this. This was a Jewish belief and so the angel is just reminding Daniel of this reality.

So let us consider when the dead that Daniel is addressing here will awake, and what will happen
when they do. Remember this is a message for the Jews.

Let us consider the subject of physical resurrection from the dead. Before we start it's important for
us to recognise that there is a two part resurrection divided into several stages. This point is very
important. Not everyone will be resurrected at the same time.

Let's look at part one. The first stage of part one was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. He
was the first to go through this special process. Now, It is true that others were raised from the dead.
But in truth they were only resuscitated. They would later die again. Jesus was resurrected into a
glorified body that will last forever.

Stage two is the resurrection for church age believers. The elect followers of Christ who lived and
died during the church age will be resurrected at Christ's coming at the time of the rapture. In their
new glorified bodies they will go up to meet Christ and will return to heaven with Him

We move on then to stage 3. This is the stage that the angel partly has in view here when he says,
“Some to everlasting life.” This is speaking of Christ's second coming at the end of the tribulation
period. At this time the angel tells Daniel “some” will be raised from the dead to everlasting life
with God. Who are these “some?”” Let me explain what's going to happen.

When the Lord Jesus comes in glory at His second advent he will bring His people with Him. If we
die before the rapture takes place that will include us. It is at this time, as Christ physically returns
to earth that the Old Testament saints, and the tribulation martyrs will be resurrected. This is the
“resurrection of the righteous.” These resurrected saints will then reign with Christ during the
millennium.

Let us move on to part two of the resurrection. This is the stage the angel is referring to when he
speaks of “Some to shame and everlasting contempt.” This resurrection takes place at the end of
the millennium. So 1000 years after Christ returned in glory. At this time Satan will be unbound and
will lead a rebellion against God. This will fail miserably and he will be cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone (see Rev 20). Following this we come to the Great White Throne judgement. This
will be the court at which all those who rejected Christ will face Him as their judge (See Rev 20).
Those that come and stand before Christ are clothed in their resurrected physical bodies. God has
resurrected these unsaved and doomed people so that they may be judged and found guilty. They are
the ones the angel tells Daniel are destined for “shame and everlasting contempt.” This is because
the punishment for rejecting Christ is eternal torment in the lake of fire.

As followers of Christ we take no pleasure in this reality. Indeed, it should horrify us. It ought to

compel us into sharing the gospel with those we know are lost. I will speak more on this in my
closing.
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3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn
many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.

The dictionary defines wisdom as “the ability to discern or judge what is true, right, or lasting.”
Knowledge, on the other hand, is “information gained through experience, reasoning, or
acquaintance.” Knowledge can exist without wisdom, but not the other way around. One can be
knowledgeable without being wise. So you might be very knowledgable about how a gun works.
You might know exactly how far its maximum range is and its effectiveness at certain distances.
Wisdom is in knowing when to use the gun and when to keep it holstered.

There are many ways that we might show wisdom in this life. But by far the wisest is centred upon
what we do with the knowledge our of Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. Many know Him in the sense
of having information about who He is and what He did. They know for example of His birth in
Bethlehem and his death upon a cross. But this knowledge remains only as pieces of factual
information. They are unable to convert this knowledge into wisdom. They cannot for whatever
reason piece it all together and ultimately fall on their knees before their saviour. To put it simply
they know about Him but do not know Him.

The angel is telling Daniel here that true wisdom lies in remaining faithful to God. The biblical
notion of wisdom rest in serving God loyally and obeying His commands. Great reward lies in
doing so. Though the hardships and difficulties of the tribulation may encourage many Jews to give
up they must remain steadfast. In doing so they will be rewarded richly. The language here is both
poetic and striking. The reward for those who are wise is that they get the chance to radiate God's
glory for eternity. They, the righteous are in effect like twinkling stars against an ink black
backdrop.

This of course is always the place and role of Christians. Jesus called us to be salt and light in this
world. We do not need artificial light on a bright sunny day. When a place is well lit additional light
is unnecessary. We only need light when it is night, or we are in a dark or ill lit place. Today we live
in dark, and getting ever darker times. The light of Christ that is radiated through us is needed now
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more than ever.

We also learn that there is an additional reward for those who faithfully witnessed during the
tribulation period. This is because doing so was costly and dangerous. God is rewarding them for
their courage and faithfulness to Him. These witnesses will get to glitter and sparkle for all eternity.

We might think of it as follows. We will all be blazing suns in eternity. But some, those who turned
many to righteousness will blaze a little more brightly.
Let us conclude today with verse 4.
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4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”

The angel's prophecy is now drawing to a close. He instructs Daniel to shut up the words and seal
the book. Now reading this today we might mistakenly think that Daniel is being told to keep what
had been revealed a secret. That he was to hide or conceal this information This is not what is meant
here. God gave His people this valuable insight into the future. Therefore the book was to be
treasured, protected and shared with the Jewish people. So what is really meant by these words?
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To understand what is meant I need to give you some insight into the ancient world. In the ancient
near east when official documents were written an extra, duplicate copy was always made. One
copy would be sealed and kept in a safe place. The other would be openly available to read and
examine. It was also customary for the scribe who wrote important documents to run his cylinder-
seal across the bottom of the document. Rather like the seal or stamp that Koreans use on official
documents to this day. This cylinder seal guaranteed the authenticity of the document. So by sealing
it Daniel was certifying that what his book contained was exactly what God had revealed to Him. It
was what God had promised would happen.

Daniel was to preserve, or keep safe this revelation until "the end of time" (the last half of the
Tribulation). The reasons for this should be obvious. In Daniel's time these things were set to
happen in the far distant future. Although there was some value to knowing about them, they would
have a far greater impact on future generations.

The reference at the end of this verse to people running to and fro and knowledge increasing is
interesting. We live in an age of global travel and mass communication. We can travel to any
destination on this planet in a matter of hours. We can instantly communicate with people around
the world whenever we wish. The internet also means we also have access to unimaginable
quantities of information at the click of a mouse button. So this predicted increase of travel and
knowledge may be pointing to what we see in the advances made by modern technology. As Al
research continues this may soon take a further leap forward.

It is also possible that the two phrases may be intertwined. The modern world offers both easier
travel and easier communication. It may then imply that people will comb through books such as
Daniel's record and gradually learn more about what it means. They will then use the internet or
social media to spread and share their findings and insights. I have certainly benefited greatly from
lectures and videos I have watched on Daniel from people all over the world. In the not so distant
past such things were simply unavailable.

Next week Lord willing we will bring our study of the Book of Daniel to a close.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.

20| =220 F 7 K| =S RIS

1 What are you doing for the lost?

We spent some time today talking about the resurrection. The angel quite rightly pointed out to
Daniel that there will be two different resurrections. But please note this important detail.

Everyone will be resurrected. Now I know that atheists believe that when you close your eyes in
death you slip into the void and that's it. But this is not what the bible teaches. The apostle Paul tells
us the following,

I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and the unjust. (Acts 24:15)

So we will all be resurrected. The issue then is what happens to us after we have been resurrected.
As we saw today those who God judges to be righteous get to life in a glorious eternity with Him.
This reward is reserved for those who have placed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and trusted in
him alone for their salvation.

For those who have rejected Christ things will not be so rosy following their resurrection. They will
be judged and will then be sent to the lake of fire to experience the “second death.” I am of course
talking about the horror of Hell. The outcome for the wicked is eternal conscious torment. It is
punishment that last forever and ever without end.

Does that thought horrify you? It certainly should. The thought of anyone you love having to face
that ought to greatly distress you. Sadly, many Christians don't seem to be all that bothered by it.
Either they don't believe it to be true or they don't care. I hope that you do not fit into either of these
categories. Because hell is real we need to be really engaged in warning people about what awaits
them. Now, if they decide to reject our impassioned pleas and reject Christ then that will be on
them. But let us not let that thought put us off. May we all take every opportunity we are afforded to
tell the lost that Christ loves them and died for them. Let me leave you with a question.

What are you doing for the lost?
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2 Let your light shine
We read in our passage today how we are to shine like stars that radiate God's glory. Jesus Christ

told us that we are to live as light bearers in this world. It is not our light that shines but the light of
Christ that shines through us. I wonder whether when people look at us that they really see that
light. When they look at us do they see the glow of Christ burning deep within us? There are many
ways that we can let our light shine before others. Ultimately though we are, as best we can to
model ourselves on our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. We should want to live in a way that people
look beyond us to the one we seek to emulate.

May we all then be more conscious of our role and place in this world. May we all seek to be the
light in the dark that we are called to be. Though it may not be easy let us pray that God gives us the
courage and determination to live as we are called to do. Letting our light shine bright.
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