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Daniel: 41- Sermon Notes

Title: “Blasphemy from the north”
Scripture: Daniel 11:29-39

Date preached: April 6™ 2025

Scripture: Daniel 11:29-39

29 “At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the south; but it shall not be like
the former or the latter. 30 For ships from Cyprus shall come against him; therefore he shall
be grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant, and do damage.

“So he shall return and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant. 31 And forces
shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take
away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation. 32 Those who do
wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their
God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. 33 And those of the people who understand
shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and
plundering. 34 Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join
with them by intrigue. 35 And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them,
purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the
appointed time.

36 “Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself
above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the
wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done. 37 He shall
regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he
shall exalt himself above them all. 38 But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses;
and a god which his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious
stones and pleasant things. 39 Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a
foreign god, which he shall acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he shall cause them to
rule over many, and divide the land for gain.
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Review

Today we find ourselves three quarters of the way through chapter eleven. This chapter contains the
final prophecy delivered by God to Daniel. As I'm sure you have noted it's a long and detailed
prophecy. It's quite rightly identified as being one of the most detailed prophecies recorded in the
bible.

As we have dug into the ancient history lying behind the words of scripture over the past few weeks
I hope you have noted the amazing accuracy of this prophecy. Now it is certainly true that God is
not revealing every tiny nuance of history. It's probably a good job he didn't. The prophecy is long
enough as it is! Imagine if every king and every notable historic event was included. So what God
seems to be doing is emphasising the key historic moments. He's hitting the highlights. The focus is
on rulers, kings and events that would most profoundly impact His chosen people. That's a key
point to emphasise. This prophecy concerns God's people; the Jews.

Let me briefly recap some of the key moments and rulers that we looked at last time.

We began our study last time in verse 20. We had previously met the Seleucid king Antiochus III.
His burning ambition was to conquer Greece. Sadly for him things didn't go well. Following his
unsuccessful attempt he returned home in a state of considerable dejection. Not only had he been
militarily defeated, but the Romans who had inflicted the loss saddled him with a burdensome fine.
Every year his empire had to pay 1000 talents in recompense to the Romans. This as I told you last
time was a huge sum of money.

Antiochus III died in 187 BC and was replaced on the throne by his son Seleucus IV Philopator. The
task of paying this annual fine fell upon him. The most effective way to meet this target was by
raising taxes. He taxed his own subjects, and also sent his finance minister Heliodorus down to the
glorious kingdom (Israel) to “get” (steal) a greater contribution from them. This so we are told was
a complete failure. Seleucus IV was not to enjoy a long and happy reign. The fact that he had to
impose high taxes on the people made him unpopular. In 175 BC a coup was organised against him.
It was led by his finance minister Heliodorus. The king was poisoned but Heliodorus was thwarted
in his attempt to seize the throne. The person who did eventually take the throne is a very
significant biblical character. More attention is devoted to him than any of the other rulers of the
Ptolemaic or Seleucid Empires. This is due to the devastating impact he will go on to have against
God's people. Step out from behind the curtain none other than Antiochus IV Epiphanies.

In verse 21 we learnt that Antiochus is a vile person. The very way that he illegally seized the
throne bypassing the rightful heir ( Seleucus IV son, Demetrius Soter) highlights this fact. As soon
as he had captured the throne he set about shaping the empire in the way he desired.

What he craved most was that it conform to Greek ideals. He was fixated upon imposing Hellenism
upon all his subjects. The Jews were a major obstacle in enabling this to happen. They stubbornly
clung to their traditions and religion.

Initially Antiochus IV enjoyed some military success. He was a shrewd and cunning manipulator.
He used these skills to make alliances which benefited him. Most notably he convinced some in the
Egyptian leadership to turn against their own king.

We are also told that when it came to the treasures he seized in battle he was also very clever. His
predecessors had greedily hoarded these things up for themselves. Antiochus IV was unusual in that
he used the booty he had captured to reward or bribe people to side or support him.

We also read about his failed peace treaty with the Egyptian ruler Ptolemy VI. The discussions
failed because both men were “bent on evil.” They sat across the table from each other pretending
to be friends and told lies. It was whilst he was travelling back north following this meeting in 168
BC that he made a significant stop in Jerusalem.
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It had come to Antiochus IV's attention that there had been a minor uprising in the city. It was
centred upon a squabble about who should be the high priest. The former high priest Jason was
unhappy that he had been ousted and tried to retake the position from the man now holding the
office Menelaus. He had done this in a violent uprising. Antiochus IV and his troops arrived and
brutally put an end to any hint of rebellion. Significantly we are also told about how his heart
changed in regard to the Jewish people. Simply put, from this moment on he began to hate them.

This hatred would rise to the fore and manifest itself in the terrible events of 167 BC. We will be
looking at what Antiochus did in this year and in today's sermon.
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29 “At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the south; but it shall not be like the
former or the latter. 30 For ships from Cyprus shall come against him; therefore he shall be
grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant, and do damage.

“So he shall return and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant.

As we saw last time Antiochus Epiphanies had invaded Egypt and enjoyed considerable success.
However despite reducing the Ptolemaic empire to little more than a puppet state he did not have
the resources to occupy it himself. He reluctantly returned to his own capital Antioch laden down
with the treasure he had plundered. On the way he made a memorable (for all the wrong reasons)
visit to Jerusalem. Once the “Jewish problem” was sorted out he went home.

However, he was not able to bask in his success for very long. Within the same year (167 BC) he
heard some rather distressing news. He learned that Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VII had agreed to rule
Egypt together. Antiochus had hoped that they would remain as bitter rivals. This would have
weakened the Ptolemaic Empire which was what Antiochus desired. But there was far worse news
to come. The Egyptians had negotiated an alliance with Rome. This meant that the weakened
Ptolemaic Empire now had the might of the Roman Empire on their side. Antiochus had a strong
enemy on his southern border.

This was an unbearable situation. Antiochus had no option other than to take his forces south and
try, once again to conquer Egypt. We learn here that this took place at “the appointed time.” What
an interesting phrase. Now I'm sure Antiochus believed that he was the one calling all the shots. I
bet he thought that he was the one setting the date for the invasion. How wrong he was. This verse
reminds us of who really controls all the events of world history. It is our awesome sovereign God.
These events would only take place when God determined that the time was right.

We also read that this attack on Egypt would not be like the former raid. There was a very good
reason for this. In previous attacks the Seleucids had been the powerful aggressors. The weak
Ptolemaic forces had not been able to defeat them. This time things were different. Antiochus and
his army were met by the Roman general Gaius Popilius Laenas who had been sent from Cyprus
(aka Kittim or Chittim). The two opposing forces came together as Antiochus made his way towards
the Egyptian city of Alexandria. The story of their meeting is a memorable one.

As legend has it Gaius went up to Antiochus and told him to stop moving south and retreat
immediately. Antiochus said he would discuss the matter with his war council. At this point Gaius
drew a circle around Antiochus in the sand. He told him he alone must make a decision before
stepping out of the circle (crossing the line). He had two options; fight or retreat. If he failed to
decide the Romans would decide for him. They would declare war on the Seleucid Empire.
Antiochus very wisely decided to retreat. His army was no match for the Romans.

This incidently is the origin of the English saying “to draw a line in the sand.”

This was a deeply shameful and humiliating event for Antiochus. It left him a bitter and enraged
man. As he made his way back north he looked for someone upon whom he could vent his fury. The
city of Jerusalem and the Jewish people (those who followed the Law of Moses the holy covenant)
were an obvious easy target. They were still resisting his attempts to Hellenise them. Antiochus
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would make them pay a heavy price (do them much damage) for opposing his will. He ordered his
general Apollonius to enter Jerusalem.

Let us read on and see what horrors unfold when he enters the city.
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31 And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they
shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation.

Apollonius entered the city with a force of around 22,000 men. It was a Sabbath and we know the
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date to be December 16, 167 BC. He claimed to the terrified inhabitants that they had nothing to
fear. That he came in peace. This facade did not last long. Once his troops were in place he gave the
order and the killing began. The Seleucid forces killed all the adult men they could find and
captured the women and children to sell as slaves. According to some sources around 80,000 Jews
were killed, 40,000 were taken as prisoners, and around 40,000 were sold as slaves. Thankfully not
all the men were killed. Some notable individuals managed to escape into the wilderness. Among
these was Judas Maccabeus. He would later play an important role in resisting the Seleucid tyranny
and restoring the Jewish nation.

Antiochus also gave orders that the temple treasures were to be plundered. In this raid it has been
estimated that he stole approximately $1 billion by modern calculations.

As we have noted before what lay behind this targetted attack against the Jews was his desire to
Hellenise the empire. He wanted to stamp out the ethnic Jewish identity. He outlawed people openly
professing to be Jews. In order to facilitate this plan to erase Judaism Antiochus imposed many
restrictions. He ordered that the Jews were prohibited from,

a) Circumcising their children

b) Keeping Jewish feasts or festivals

¢) Reading or studying the Mosaic Law

d) Offering twice daily sacrifices in the temple

It's hard for us to imagine how truly devastating this was for the Jewish people.

I cannot really think of any suitable modern parallels. But I suppose there are some similarities with
what happened when Japan annexed Korea in 1910.

All that the Jews held special and important had been ripped from them. However this was not the
full extent of what this vile king did. The pinnacle of his wickedness came in an act that is referred
to here as the abomination of desolation. Allow me to explain what this entailed.

Antiochus Epiphanies went into the Jerusalem temple and in a prominent place set up an image of
the god Zeus. Some also believe he brought meteorites in and ordered that they also be worshipped.
He then erected an altar to Zeus on the existing altar of burnt offerings and insisted the people
worship before it. The final horrific act involved offering the sacrifice of a pig (an unclean animal)
on the altar. This defiling act left the temple ceremonially unclean and unable to be used as a place
to worship Yahweh.

Now some may claim that Antiochus was just being culturally insensitive. Perhaps he didn't know
about how to act in this holy place. No, this was a calculated act. He meant it to be as profane and
offensive as possible to God and His people.

A quick word before moving on. Our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ mentioned the abomination of
desolation in Matthew's gospel (see also Mark 13:14)

15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains. (Matt 24:15-16)

The Lord is speaking here of a future, end time event. The disciples had asked about the key signs
to look out for that signal the end. So what Antiochus did in 167 BC was a foreshadowing of what
the Antichrist will do in the end time tribulation (Rev 13:14-15).

Let us see what other evil act Antiochus committed.
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32 Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people
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who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

When tyranny falls upon people there are a number of ways in which they may respond. You can
look at various situations throughout world history and see similar things occurring.

Take as an obvious example how everyday German people reacted to the rise to power of the
National Socialist Party (NAZI party). Some German people respond by accepting or embracing the
tyranny. They went along with what Hitler and the other men in leadership told them. This may
have been done willingly, or reluctantly. People who adopt this approach believe that this will be the
easiest or safest way to endure. This was certainly the case in Germany. Others overtly or covertly
resist the tyranny. Some take up arms and fight, whilst others passively refuse to comply. The other
option is to try and flee the tyranny altogether. Many tried to leave Germany.

For the Jews living at the time of Antiochus they too were faced with the conundrum of what to do.
How best to live under the tyranny of this evil man. Some, sadly were happy to go along with what
Antiochus was promoting.

They may have truly believed in what he was doing, or just gone along with it simply for self-
preservation. In doing this they wickedly went against the covenant (God's Law).

Others were wholly taken in or persuaded by what Antiochus offered.
They endorsed his vision of a Hellenistic Israel.
He was as we have seen before a crafty and cunning manipulator.

This idea is conveyed here by the notion of being corrupted by flattery. Normally when we think
of flattery we think of someone using overly complimentary language to complement someone. Did
you do something to your hair? It really looks amazing, look at the glossy sheen. It makes you look
twenty years younger. That's an obvious example of flattery.

That's not really what's in view here. In this instance the writer is talking about something that
pleases a person or makes their situation seem better. Many Jews obeyed or followed Antiochus
because it benefited them personally

Others, I am happy to report remained committed and loyal to God. They would not allow
themselves to be corrupted. Some who followed this particular path adopted a pacifistic approach.
They believed it was wrong to fight and trusted God to save them. Many of these people were
brutally slaughtered. Others adopted a different approach. They took up arms and formed a
resistance movement. Chief among these was Judas the son of Mattathias. He is far better known by
the Greek form of his surname Maccabeus. I'm sure you've all heard of Judas Maccabeus. His
surname means “hammer,” “hammerer” or “eradicator.” It's a fitting name for this Jewish hero. He
was a man who would “hammer” the enemy. Along with his brothers he would lead the army of
Jewish resistance. Together they would go on to carry out many great exploits. The greatest of all
being to expel the Seleucid forces from the “Glorious land.”
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33 And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall
fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering.

When we think about persecution we almost always see it in a negative light. This is quite right. We
think about our Christian brothers and sister, hunted down, arrested, tortured and killed for their
faith. When we think of the horrors inflicted upon people whose only “crime” is loving Jesus Christ
we should all feel great sadness.

But the truth is that often a rock solid faith emerges from out of the fire of persecution. It often has
the opposite intended effect of the one ordering that those loyal to God suffer. Those that seek to
uproot the faith are often shocked. Instead of seeing it wither and die instead it grows back stronger
and healthier. We would all do well to remember that any attempt to stamp out the worship of the
One True God always backfires.

This is exactly what happened in the time of Antiochus.

He acted in a cruel and brutal manner. Many thousands of God's people fell at the swords of his
men. Others were burnt to death either when their places of residence were set on fire with them
inside, or when groups were rounded up and burnt (2 Mac 6:11). Other Jews were captured,
imprisoned or sold into slavery. Fierce persecution often results in a strong faith reaction. We see
that occur here.

The cruel and wicked acts perpetrated by the Seleucid king led to the emergence and growth of a
movement known as the “Chassidim.” This word means "the Godly, Pious, Loyal Ones." As you
may know the strictest and most orthodox Jews today are known as Hassidic Jews.

It was from this movement that both the Pharisees (meaning the “separated ones”) and the Essenes
would later emerge. The Chassidim were a very important and influential group that resulted in the
spiritual survival of Israel. During this time of persecution they were active in instructing and
teaching many. The foundations of faith in God that they established served well into the future.

It serves as a good reminder to us all that in times of desperation and despair people need the gospel
message. When in crisis people need to know God loves and has not forgotten them.
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34 Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with them by
intrigue.

This verse is focused upon the Jewish resistance movement led as we just noted by Judas
Maccabeus. The Jewish people suffered for about a year before the armed resistance movement
really began in earnest. We might expect that God's people would rally to the cause. Fighting is
usually a last resort but what Antiochus was doing posed an existential crisis. Fight now or forever
lose all that you hold dear. We might also hope that the Jews would fight to preserve and protect the
honour of their God. Sadly this wasn't really the case. At first the resistance movement received
little support from the common people. A few were pro-Hellenistic but many more were just fearful
about what would happen if they resisted.

In the initial months of the revolt against the Seleucids the Maccabeans engaged in guerilla warfare.
They carefully chose their targets for lightening raids before retreating to hide in the wilderness. It
was a very effective strategy. The Seleucid army was far too cumbersome and slow to respond. By
the time they arrived at the scene of an attack the rebels were long gone. So as time went by it
became apparent to people that this rebels were doing well. Against all odds they were enjoying
considerable success. As a result many men came and joined. A regular (conventional) army was
created.

However as we read here not all joined the movement with the right motives. Sadly not all who
came were motivated by faith in God or for the preservation of their nation. Some joined without
giving up their pro-Hellenistic views. Verse 34 describes them as coming “by intrigue.” In the King
James it says they came to the movement “with flatteries.” In this context this means they were
joining because it was in their own self interest. They saw the benefit in joining this revolutionary
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movement.

Eventually the Maccabees had to act. In order to remain pure they were forced to purge their own
ranks. They executed many of the Jews who had joined with the wrong motivations.
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35 And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them
white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.

Jewish resistance to the Seleucid tyranny did not come without a heavy cost. As Koreans know
from their own history to resist evil always comes at a cost. Many good and godly Jewish men
(those of understanding) fell in the fight. They did not die in vain. Their deaths in some way

served to motivate those who perhaps wavered in their commitment. It stirred such men to stop
sitting on the fence and make a decision. Some chose to leave, others decided to stay and fight.

The struggle eventually resulted in the defeat of the Seleucids. They were driven from the glorious
land and the Jews once again got independence albeit for a short time (142 - 63 BC).

So Gabriel's' prophecy gave Daniel assurance that the predicted persecution would run its course
and end. But, as we have noted before the prophecy actually has a dual fulfilment. A part 1 and a
part 2 if you like.

Part 1 detailed what the antichrist Antiochus Epiphanies would do to God's people. Part 2 speaks of
the end time Antichrist. Antiochus as we have noted foreshadows what is to come in the future.
This is why some of the things we read particularly in verse 36 could be said to apply to both
Antiochus Epiphanies and the future Antichrist. There is however one important distinction.
Something that distinguishes Antiochus from the end time Antichrist.

Antiochus Epiphanies certainly did exalt himself as he mocked and opposed God. He aligned
himself with Zeus and thought of himself as being on a god-like level. But despite his great pride
and arrogance he always remained loyal to the Greek religious tradition. He even tried to force the
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Jews to worship the gods of his pantheon. We know this because it was an image or statue of Zeus
that he put up as an object of worship in the Jewish temple. He did not erect a statue of himself.

All of this means that we are now making a transition in the prophecy. We are shifting from part 1
into part 2. So from verse 36 of chapter 11 up until verse 1 of chapter 12 Gabriel is speaking about
the future Antichrist and the terrible time of Jacob’s trouble.
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36 “Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above
every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath
has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done.

Although there is some scholarly disagreement on who the “king” here refers to it is my belief that
this refers to the end time Antichrist. This means that this portion of the prophecy relates to the 70t
week. The seven year tribulation period that occurs after the rapture of the church and before the
return in glory of Jesus Christ. The event that triggers this final week will be the signing of a peace
treaty between Israel and a charismatic leader who will offer them their long desired dream of
peace.

As we have seen in previous studies in this final week a ten nation global world system will come
into existence. Each nation in this confederacy will be led or ruled by a king. However at some
point an eleventh ruler, the Antichrist will emerge and usurp the power of three existing kings. The
others will willingly give up their power to him.
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It's important for us to recognise that when the Antichrist first appears his true character and nature
are concealed. People would hardly support someone who was clearly evil or demonic. So when he
first steps onto the world scene he will be regarded as a peace-maker. In all likelihood he will be a
charismatic man, a great orator who people will rally to and support. It will not however be long
before his true demonic character will become apparent.

Gabriel tells us three things about what kind of man this Antichrist will be.

Firstly he is marked by his selfish, self-centred nature. He will do whatever he wants and will not be
subject to any other human or divine authority. He will not be someone who can be reasoned with.
Whatever he wants he will get.

Secondly we read that he will be an incredibly prideful individual. Gabriel tells us that he will exalt
and magnify himself above any god. There is also the implication here that he will demand to be
worshipped as if he were a god (see Rev 13:11-18 and 2 Thess. 2:4).

Thirdly that he will speak blasphemies against the one true God. According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary “blasphemy” means, “the act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for
God.” It is this lack of reverence for God that will mark the Antichrist and the system he promotes.

The final thing we read here is that God will permit this evil, Satanically led man to prosper for a
time. This you see is all a part of God's pre-determined plan. Never forget that He always remains
sovereign over all things at all times.

Let us find out what happens next.
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37 He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god;
for he shall exalt himself above them all.

In this verse we learn a little about the Antichrists religious convictions. We are told that he will
have no regard for the God of his fathers. The phrase “God of his fathers” is similar to others used
in scripture that describes the God of the Jews; Yahweh (see Exod 3:15-16). So does this mean that
the Antichrist will be a Jew? Some think that he will indeed be Jewish. The argument they make is
that the nation of Israel would not sign a pact with a Gentile or accept a Gentile as their messiah.
But not so fast. According to prophecy scholar Dr Thomas Ice there is no scriptural basis for a
Jewish Antichrist. In fact, the Bible teaches just the opposite that the Antichrist will be of Gentile
descent.

When we dig a little deeper we note that the term used here for God is “Elohim.” This is the general
word for “God” rather than then covenant name of “Yahweh” that God uses to distinguish himself
to His special people. Many people today might say they believe in “god” but do they believe in the
one true God of the bible? Probably not, they believe in a god of their own making not the God of
the bible

So really what this means is that the Antichrist does not follow the “god” or the religious practices
of his particular cultural group. It would be the equivalent today of someone from Italy saying, |
come from a Roman Catholic background, but I don't believe in God of follow the Catholic faith.
The Antichrist then will be an atheist. He will reject all religious systems except the one he
establishes.

We then read the interesting detail that he has no regard for the desire of women. This expression
has been the cause of considerable speculation. There are a number of differing interpretations.
Allow me to go through some of the most common. Some argue that it means that the Antichrist
will be a homosexual? This is of course possible. Others suggest it means that he will be abusive or
violent towards women? Again this may be true. Some claim it is simply a term used to indicate that
he has lost all natural affection. He is so caught up in himself and his wicked schemes that romantic
attachments hold no interest or appeal to him. Again these things may all turn out to be true. John
MacArthur suggests that it means that this man has no natural family oriented love. Men naturally
love their parents, wives and children. But not the Antichrist.

Some commentators hold a different opinion altogether. They think that this expression is related to
the desires of all Jewish women. Their great desire and hope was that they would be the one who
gave birth to the Messiah. So clearly the Antichrist will not share the desire of Jewish women. He
will not desire to see the Lord Jesus Christ. How true that remains across our world today. You meet
people who claim to have no interest in God or spiritual things. They have no desire to encounter
the living God.
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38 But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a god which his fathers did not
know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and pleasant things.

The Antichrist wants to believe in a god that will give him military victory. His motivations lie in
being able to militarily crush any who stand in his way. This man will idolize power. His God will
be as Warren Wiersbie describes it as, “the god of might and military power.”

His forefathers were more traditional in their religious outlook. They believed in and worshipped
some supreme being or some pagan god or gods of some kind. They did not therefore have the same
belief system as the Antichrist.

The Antichrist will honour his “god,” his “religious system” by spending vast sums of money on it.
Most understand this to mean that he will use his resources to build up his military strength. He will
invest in the latest weapons or military hardware. This is because he believes his success lies in
having a powerful force at his disposal

Let us conclude our study for today.
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39 Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a foreign god, which he shall
acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he shall cause them to rule over many, and divide the
land for gain.

With his powerful military behind him the Antichrist will go against his enemies. The “foreign god”
mentioned here might be the aforementioned “god of military might,” or some other god the
Antichrist invokes for his help. Ultimately though the Antichrist is his own god.

Similar to Antiochus before him, this ruler will handsomely reward those who are loyal to him. He
will give them honours, titles and positions of power. He may give land away to those who please or
flatter him in some way. Alternatively he may reward those who are loyal with the gift of conquered
land.

Next week, Lord willing we will read about a confederation of kings coming against the Antichrist.
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Lessons to learn
I have one lesson drawn from today's passage.
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Terrible times may be coming, be ready

As we saw in our passage today Antiochus Epiphanies brought terrible times upon the Jewish
people. He inflicted almost unimaginable horror upon the nation of Israel. It was a time that the
people neither anticipated nor were prepared for. This was despite having this prophecy available to
them to read and study.

Today life is easy for Christians living in South Korea. We are tolerated and accepted. There are no
societal barriers or limits preventing or hindering our progress. We can freely and openly gather to
worship and evangelise. These are freedoms we often take for granted.

As we know many around the world do not enjoy those same freedoms. Just a few kilometres north
Christians face torture and death. North Korea is still the most difficult place in which to be a
Christians according to the Open Doors Organisation (world watch list 2025). According to their
research 1 in 7 Christians in the world are persecuted. Last year 4,476 Christians were killed for
their faith. Almost the same number were imprisoned or detained.

I urge all of you to keep the persecuted church in your prayers.
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Being a Christian was never intended to be the easy option. The easy option is to follow the flesh
and be like the world. Our Lord and saviour warns us that following Him will bring hard times.

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

We ought to take this warning to heart. God in His grace may spare us, or He may not. Persecution
may one day come knocking on our door. This is why we should be ready and prepared. We need to
be spiritually ready for difficult times. Remember nothing is lost is we are well prepared and then
nothing happens. Soldiers who train hard and are battle ready lose nothing if their departure time is
postponed. But if a unit of soldiers has fallen out of shape and gotten rusty and are then suddenly
sent to the front line the consequences may be dire. They are not ready for action. We don't want
this to happen to us. We should not take the tolerance and peace we now enjoy for granted.

Let us then endeavour to stay ready and in battle shape. How do we do this? We do this by walking
closely with God, by lovingly obeying what he has commanded, by reading and studying His Word,
and being committed to prayer. When we do this we will be ready for whatever the world throws at
us.

Terrible times may be coming. Let us ensure that we are ready.
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