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Title: “Warring kings of the North and South part 1”
Scripture: Daniel 11:1-8

Date preached: March 16 2025

Scripture: Daniel 11:1-8

1 “Also in the first year of Darius the Mede, I, even 1, stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.) 2 And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more kings will arise in Persia, and
the fourth shall be far richer than them all; by his strength, through his riches, he shall stir
up all against the realm of Greece. 3 Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with
great dominion, and do according to his will. 4 And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be
broken up and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not among his posterity nor
according to his dominion with which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for
others besides these.

5 “Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well as one of his princes; and he shall
gain power over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be a great dominion. 6 And at
the end of some years they shall join forces, for the daughter of the king of the South shall go
to the king of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of her
authority, and neither he nor his authority shall stand; but she shall be given up, with those
who brought her, and with him who begot her, and with him who strengthened her in zhose
times. 7 But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with an
army, enter the fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and prevail. 8 And he
shall also carry their gods captive to Egypt, with their princes and their precious articles of
silver and gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the North.
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Review

Today we will begin chapter 11 which contains one of the most detailed prophecies given to us in
the bible. However before we do that let us take a moment to look at how chapter 10 concluded.
The events of chapter ten took place in the year of 536 BC. It was in this year that Daniel received a
message from God. The import of the message was such that it left Daniel in a state of deep
mourning. For 21 days he entered a state of self-imposed denial. He ate only simple vegetarian
meals, and gave up meat and wine. It was also during this time that he prayed and asked God to
give him insight and wisdom. He wanted to understand what it was God was telling him. After this
three week period Daniel found himself on the banks of the Tigris River. It is here that he
encounters a number of supernatural beings.

The first figure to appear was I believe a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus. Others may
disagree with me on this point. Some may argue that it was merely an angel. I will leave it up to you
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to make your own assessment. This figure is described using very colourful language. He literally
shone or radiated with light. Daniel it seems is the only one to actually see this figure. The other
men who are with him merely sense the presence of something other-worldly and run away in fear
to hide. When Jesus speaks Daniel falls or faints flat on his face.

We then read that another angelic being touches Daniel in an act of comfort and reassurance. The
Lord Jesus I believe has departed at this point. This angel, quite possibly Gabriel informs Daniel
that he is loved by God. This is designed to reassure Daniel that the angel is not there to harm or
punish him. As we know from scripture messengers of God carry both good and bad tidings.

The angel tells him that he has been sent by God as an answer to his prayers. He has come to give
Daniel understanding.

He then gives Daniel a fascinating insight into spiritual warfare. I would describe it as being a peep
behind the curtain. He tells him that he would have arrived much sooner but was waylaid by the
Prince of Persia. As we noted last time the Prince of Persia is most likely a demonic entity given
responsibility by Satan over the nation of Persia. Daniel is so stunned by this news that he has to be
touched again in order to speak. The angel goes on to say that after he has given Daniel this
message he must return to the spiritual fight. The Prince of Persia is about to be joined by his
demonic ally the Prince of Greece. The forces of good must take on this evil duo. However before
he leaves he will give Daniel the understanding he so desperately craves. The lengthy prophecy he
gives takes up the remaining two chapters of Daniel.
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We arrive now at chapter number 11. This chapter along with part of chapter 12 contains one of the
most specifically fulfilled prophecies of the Bible. Its focus is on God's chosen people, the Jews.

For convenience sake we might break the prophecy down into two parts. The first part outlines what
will happen from the time of Daniel until the first coming of the Messiah. So we are talking about
historic events involving the Persian, Greek, Seleucid and Ptolemaic Empires between the 4™ and
2nd centuries BC. The second part tells us about what will occur prior to His (The Messiah's) second
advent. This is a future event the exact timing of which is known only to God the Father.

The prophecy contained in this chapter predicts historic events with almost digital precision. In fact,
it is so precise, and so accurate that modern sceptics question its validity. Even evangelical scholars
such as John Goldingay and Ernest Lucas have expressed incredulity. These critics cannot believe
what they are reading. It's simply too accurate and too precise.

Their scepticism perhaps should not surprise us. We know that fulfilled prophecy is one of the best
proofs we have of the divine inspiration of scripture. Human beings are unable to accurately predict
the future, but God can. So when something predicted many centuries in the past comes to pass it
proves that the bible is a supernaturally inspired book.

Now obviously those seeking to discredit the bible want to deny this. They seek to dismiss any of
the supernatural aspects of the bible, including divine prophecy. This means that the Book of Daniel
presents them with a serious problem. The problem is as follows. The Bible indicates that the book
was composed in the sixth century BC. Long before the things Daniel so accurately predicts. They
are left struggling with how Daniel could know the things he did. How could he write with such
precise detail about things that were far in the future?

Here's how they solve this apparent problem. This, they argue is not prophecy as we know it. The
writer is not really revealling things that will happen in the future. The writer is a fraud at worst, or
at best guilty of what is technically known as “pseudo-prophecy.” This, so the argument goes was a
familiar and accepted literary genre at the time. It's purpose was not to predict history, but rather to
interpret it after the fact. Critics argue therefore that what we are reading in Daniel was actually
written long after these events happened, and is only “masked” to appear as prophecy. These critics
estimate that the book of Daniel was not written in the sixth century, but actually in the second
century BC. It was written during the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanies (175-164 BC). This means
of course that they also deny the authorship of Daniel.

We know this to be nonsense.

To deny that God revealed these things centuries in advance undermines the integrity of the whole
book. It creates two insurmountable problems. Problem one, it makes God out to be a liar who
doesn't know the future. We can't have faith or trust in such a God. Problem two, it makes Daniel, a
man of impeccable character also out to be a liar. If what they claim about Daniel is true how could
we have confidence in what he records. Naturally we could not and this is their intent. They want
you to mistrust or question what you are reading. Fortunately, we can trust that what we are reading.
We can have complete confidence that this prophecy came to Daniel from a God who is all
knowing.

Before we move on I feel obliged to give you a little warning. This sermon could not be preached
without the inclusion of a lot of detailed ancient history. If you love ancient bible history as I do you
will enjoy today's sermon. If you do not then you maye find what follows a little heavy going. My
apologies if this describes you. I'll do my best to make it interesting.

So with that introduction complete let's dive into the prophecy.
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1 “Also in the first year of Darius the Mede, I, even 1, stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.)

As you know the bible was not originally divided into chapters and verses. These artificial
divisions, which are often so helpful came about at a much later date in history. So actually verse 1
of chapter 11 really should be attached to the end of chapter 10. When you read it in the correct
place it makes much better sense.

What we are reading here are the angel's (Gabriel's) words outlining what he had been doing. He is
reminding Daniel of not only what he had been doing lately; fighting the prince of Persia, but also

what he had done as the Persian Empire conquored Babylon and Darius was appointed as its ruler.

This of course was in the year of 539/538 BC. This angel it seems had been instrumental in
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assisting Darius to rise to power and pass policies that were beneficial to the Jews. The year 538 BC
was an important year.

It was the year when the decree issued by Cyrus was passed to allow God's people to return to the
land of Israel (Ezra 1:1-4). We can be sure that the Prince of Persia was not supportive of this.
Satan did not want God's people to return to the promised land.

We can imagine then that Satan and his demonic forces were doing all they could to make life
difficult for God's people. God seeing this conflict had sent His good forces to help combat the
work of Satan. This verse then provides us with some interesting detail on why God's angels were
fighting.

It's also serves as a useful reminder to us that God is always working in the background. Though we
may not be aware of how God is shaping and moulding history we should remember that He is. In
this case He sent His angels to protect and preserve His people, and allow some of them the
opportunity to return to Israel.
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2 And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more kings will arise in Persia, and the

fourth shall be far richer than them all; by his strength, through his riches, he shall stir up all
against the realm of Greece.

The angel begins by telling Daniel that he is about to impart the truth. We can be assured of this
because we know he was despatched from God. God cannot lie therefore any message He delivers
must be the truth. The truth concerns what will happen to, or events that will affect His chosen
people.

The first thing the angel tells Daniel is that three Persian kings will arise after Cyrus the Great.
History tells us that these kings were Cambyses (529-522), Pseudo-Smerdis (522—521) and Darius |
(Darius the Great) (521-486). Let's look at each in turn.

Cambyses was the son and successor of Cyrus the Great. His great ambition was to invade Egypt.
He wanted to regain the territory that Nebuchadnezzar had gained, but that was later lost. In order to
do this Cambyses manufactured an excuse for a war/ He said that he had asked for the hand in
marriage of one of the Egyptian princesses but had been rejected by her father. His honour had been
besmirched and he needed retribution. Off he went down to Egypt with his army.

He was successful in conquering Egypt, but then he got greedy and overambitious. He tried to
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invade Ethiopia and Carthage and failed miserably. He was forced to withdraw and lick his wounds
in Egypt. History reveals that he ruled his empire with an iron hand and gave every appearance of
being insane. If you don't believe me wait to hear what he did. He married two of his sisters,
murdered his brother and heir Smerdis, and then murdered the sister who protested against the
murder of her brother. So a thoroughly unpleasant man. Many felt this way and a plan was hatched
against him whilst he was away at war.

One of the leading Persian priests, a man called Gaumata (aka Bardiya) plotted an insurrection and
managed to seize the vacant throne. He took for himself the name of the dead prince Smerdis (killed
by Cambyses). This is why historians call him Pseudo-Smerdis (pretend “fake” Smerdis). He
hoped that no one would notice the difference. When he learned of this Cambyses turned around to
return home. Unfortunately he died while marching home to unseat this “new king.” Pseudo-
Smerdis however didn't enjoy a long time on the throne. His reign came to an abrupt end within a
year when he was killed in 521 BC.

Following this Darius I ascended to the throne. He was the younger brother of Cambyses.

History records that he was a wise king who enjoyed a long and successful reign. The book of Ezra
in fact presents him as a good king who helped the Israelites in several ways (Ezra 6). Darius I died
in the year 486 BC.

Following these three kings the angel tells us that a fourth, richer and more powerful king was to
emerge. He will be noted for the fact that he will “stir up,” or attack Greece. History reveals exactly
who this king was. He was Xerxes I, he is also known as Ahasuerus. You might remember his
name. He was the king mentioned in the book of Esther. He was far more successful and thus
powerful than the kings who preceded him. He ruled an empire that stretched from Ethiopia to
India. However he was not content with this. It was his great, all consuming passion to conquer
Greece just as the prophecy predicted. He used his vast riches to assemble and equip a mighty army.
In 480 BC he tried to invade Greece, but his vast fleet was defeated at Salamis and Samos, and his
army was defeated at Plataea. He came home a bitter and angry man. Xerxes was assassinated in
August 465 BC.
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3 Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his
will. 4 And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken up and divided toward the four
winds of heaven, but not among his posterity nor according to his dominion with which he
ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for others besides these.

In this verse the angel predicts that another king will arise after Xerxes. He will rule with absolute
and uncontested power. Who is the angel talking about? This is a prophecy predicting none other
than the charismatic military genius who was Alexander the Great. Now, this all came to pass about
150 years after Xerxes. Alexander led his Greek forces and conquered Persia between the years 334
and 330 BC. For this brief time in history Alexander was unstoppable. None were able to prevent
him doing eaxactly as his will desired.

Now some over the centuries have wondered why such an important, and well known figure as
Alexander only warrants this small entry in this important prophecy. The answer to this question is
that this was a prophecy concerning the Jews and Jewish interests. Alexander did not have a
massive impact upon Israel. He did not destroy Jerusalem even though he successfully conquered
the area. He was also tolerant and accepting of the Jewish religion. Why you might wonder was
this? Didn't all Greeks want to impose their culture (Hellenism) upon those they conquered?

Well, the historian Josephus tells an interesting story concerning Alexander. Apparently when
Alexander first arrived in Jerusalem he was taken to see Jaddua the high priest. The high priest
showed him this verse (verse 3) in the Book of Daniel and told him it referred to him. We should
also note here that prior to this meeting Alexander had seen Jaddua in a vision. The Greek leader
was, as we might imagine suitably impressed. So much so in fact that he decided to spare the city
and granted it religious toleration (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, book XI, chapter 8).

As you know Alexander died at the young age of 33. He had no rightful heir (no posterity). This is
not strictly speaking true. Alexander had a half-brother who was mentally retarded. He also had an
illegitimate son, and he had a baby born after he died. So in theory any of these three could have
been a legitimate heir. However all three were murdered shortly after Alexander's death. Things
were often brutal in the ancient world. This meant that the Greek Empire was split between his four
top generals (Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy).

Cassander took Macedonia, Lysimachus took Thrace and Asia Minor, Ptolemy took Egypt, and
Seleucus took Syria. Now it's time for a brief geography test. In location to Israel where is Egypt?
South of course. In relation to Israel where is Syria. It's north. So as we progress it will be those two
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empires we focus upon. The reason for this is because they surrounded Israel. They would be
continually fighting each other for control of Israel. This prophecy as I told you before centres upon
God's people.
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5 “Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well as one of his princes; and he shall
gain power over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be a great dominion.

In this verse we read about the "king of the south" becoming strong. The southern empire as we
have just established was known as the Ptolemaic Empire (Egypt). It gets this name from its initial
founder Ptolemy I Soter. He established this empire in 323 BC. He was an ambitious monarch and
initially at least the southern empire was the more powerful of the two.

However Ptolemy I would not remain in the ascendancy for long. In 321 BC Seleucus I Nicator
another of Alexander's generals was appointed over what had formerly been Babylon. Things went
well for a few years until his authority was challenged. In 316 BC another of Alexander's generals,
Antigonus, attacked Babylon. Seleucus was out matched and so he sought help from Ptolemy I.
Ptolemy I decided to support him and this enabled Seleucus to retain control of Babylon. This
means that in a sense he was “one of Ptolemy's princes.” He had to submit to him to order to gain
his military support. However over time Seleucus would go on to rule all of Babylonia, Media, and
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Syria, a territory much larger than Ptolemy's. He would exactly as the prophecy predicts one day
have dominion over the kingdom of the south. Let us continue.
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6 And at the end of some years they shall join forces, for the daughter of the king of the South
shall go to the king of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of
her authority, and neither he nor his authority shall stand; but she shall be given up, with
those who brought her, and with him who begot her, and with him who strengthened her in
those times.

We now jump forward a few years. Verse 6 tells us about a union, or an agreement of the two
nations (north and south) achieved through a marriage. Let me give you the history that allowed this
to take place.

In the South, Ptolemy I died in 285 BC leaving the throne to his son Ptolemy II Philadelphus.
Philadelphus was friendly toward the Jews. He is of interest to Christians especially those
fascinated in the history of the bible. Ptolemy II was the ruler who sponsored the Septuagint
translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek. This was the first known translation of the bible from its
original languages.

In the North meanwhile Seleucus I was assassinated in 281 BC. He was replaced by his son
Antiochus I Soter (281-262). When he died his son Antiochus II became king. Are you keeping up?
So we now have Ptolemy II ruling in the south and Antiochus II reigning in the north.

These two men were bitter enemies. They each wanted what the other had. However, they
eventually managed to put their grievances to one side and joined forces. How you might ask did
they do this? Well, in the long established way. Through a marriage alliance. Sadly though it would
not be a marriage made in heaven. The couple at the centre of this political match would not go on
to live happily ever after. Who married who? Let's find out.

Ptolemy II's daughter Berenice married Antiochus II. It was not easy however to manufacture this
union. It required a great deal of political and social upheaval.

The problem was that Antiochus was already married. So it required Antiochus to divorce his
current wife Laodice. You might be interested to learn that she was the inspiration behind the city of
Laodicea (Revelation 3:14). In divorcing from her Antiochus II also disinherited their children and
agreed to appoint a future son of Berenice's as heir to the throne. Not surprisingly Laodice resented
this turn of events greatly. And as we shall soon discover she was not a woman you wanted to cross.

Unfortunately, and perhaps not surprisingly this ill-judged attempt at peace between the two
empires ended in disaster. When Ptolemy II died, Antiochus II promptly abandoned Berenice and
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their child to reunite with Laodice. He then announced that Laodice's firstborn son would now
inherit the throne. It was just a few months later that Antiochus II died in mysterious circumstances.
I wonder what happened to him? Many historians think he was poisoned by Laodice. I told you that
she was not someone to cross. In the ensuing chaos that followed, Laodice's supporters murdered
Berenice and her son. This set up Laodice's son, Seleucus II Callinicus, to become king.

We see then the angels prediction coming to fulfilment in breathtaking accuracy. The “she” who
shall be “given up” is clearly Berenice. But she was not the only one to fall in all of this political
intrigue. Those who “brought her,” perhaps a reference to diplomats or court advisors who arranged
the marriage also fell. And not only them. The man who begot her; namely her father Ptolemy II
and her husband Antiochus II were also not permitted “to stand” (live). However the story does not
end there. There is a further twist in this complex tail.
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7 But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with an army,
enter the fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and prevail. 8 And he shall also
carry their gods captive to Egypt, with their princes and their precious articles of silver and
gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the North.

Let us look at what the angel tells Daniel next. He mentions someone coming from a branch of her
roots. The “her” in view here is, as we saw in the last verse Berenice. We are also told that one (a
person) shall arise from “her roots.” This means it cannot be a husband, or a child she produced but
rather someone who comes from the same familial origins. Who might this be? This is actually a
reference to Berenice's brother, Ptolemy I1I (246-222 BC). He is also known by the name
“Euergetes” which means "Benefactor." He was understandably most unhappy with the way his
sister had been treated and determined to avenge her.

He assembled an army and marched north to attack Seleucus II. He had taken refuge in the fortress
of Antioch Syria. Ptolemy III and his superior forces were victorious. History tells us that he
captured many slaves along with 40,000 talents of silver and 2,500 idol statues. Let me say
something about just the silver. As you might guess 40,000 talents of silver is a huge sum. One
talent is about equivalent to one kilogram in weight, so 40,000 kilograms of silver. According to the
website “Bringing God's Word to the nations” at today's silver prices 40,000 talents of silver is
worth around 1 billion US dollars. Ptolemy III secured all this booty and carried it back down to

Egypt.

Following this the two king effectively ignored each other for a number of years. However in 240
BC Seleucus II decided to try and redress the balance. He assembled his army and mounted an
attack against Egypt. He was unsuccessful in his endeavours and eventually returned home in
shame. He later died after falling from his horse and was replaced on the throne by his son Seleucus
IIT Soter.

This is exactly what we read about here in the prophecy. He (the king of the south) shall continue
more years that the king of the north. The king of the north Seleucus II died from a fall. The king of
the south Ptolemy III lived four more years before he died. Isn't this prophecy amazing? Aren't you
impressed?

Next time, Lord willing we will continue on with this wonderful prophecy.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.

20| 220 F 7 K| =S RIS

1 God's plans may mean difficult times for His people

We have a number of idioms in English for describing a situation in which you are stuck between
two opposing forces. We say things like, “Caught in the cross-fire,” “Stuck in the middle,” or
“Caught between a rock and a hard place.” All of these idioms describe the situation faced by Israel
during the time span of chapter 11's prophecy. They had the might and power of the Seleucids to the
north and the Ptolemys to the south. As these two rival powers challenged one another the
battleground was often Israel. Even if the fighting didn't actually take place on Israel's soil they had
armies marching back and forth constantly. It made for a very difficult existence for God's people.
The people may have wished and prayed for an easier time but that was not God's plan. Of course,
we know that much of their misery was self-inflicted. Had they remained loyal and devoted to God
their situation would have been different. This was not what they chose to do. They rebelled and
brought God's curses upon themselves. Nevertheless, its important for us to recognise the path God
has for us is not always smooth.

Most of you listening have been following Christ for many years. You are, some more so than
others mature and seasoned believers. You've walked the narrow path for some time. So if a new
believer asked you if being a follower of Christ was easy what would you say? If you are a genuine
disciple you'd tell them it is far from easy. The world is against us and temptations and obstacles
continually block our way. We must also always remember that this world is corrupt and broken. As
a consequence of sin we are surrounded by many things that make life hard for the Christian.

None of us enjoy difficult seasons in life. I'm sure that God's people in Daniel's day pleaded with
God to intervene and end their suffering. But we must remember that often these difficult times that
we experience are designed to serve a purpose. We are learning something important through the
process or trial. God is using this experience to teach us something of value. We are also learning to
trust and rely on God. We learn that we are unable to resolve these issues ourselves and therefore
we must rely upon God. So what I'm saying is that following God may not always be easy. It will
often be difficult. He will not always make the road ahead smooth. There will be bumps and pot-
holes along the way. But equally we can be assured, just like the ancient people of Israel that God is
sovereign and watching over us. He has a plan, it's a good one so let us take comfort and strength
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from that.
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2 Big or small it matters to God

Human beings are often impressed by status. If someone holds a particular title or rank we often
think more highly of them. Imagine for example that I tell you that I'm going to introduce a guest at
the end of this worship service. If I said when the time came, here's Mr Smith you might not be all
that impressed. But if [ introduced this person as Dr. Smith, Professor Smith, General Smith or
Mayor smith you might pay more attention. The mention of his title might elicit a greater reaction
from you. We often go out of our way to show more honour and respect to people of title or rank.

If the mayor of Anyang was to visit our church we'd do something special to mark the occasion.
We'd arrange for a choir to sing him a special song. We'd present him with a gift of some kind. We'd
generally make him feel special and important. It's a little sad, but I suppose inevitable that “normal
people” aren't afforded such a special welcome. Rest assured that many of those the world looks
down upon are special and important to God.

As we saw in today's account history is made up of all sorts of people. The focus so far in chapter
11 has been on the kings and rulers. It's true that the kings, queens, princes, generals and other
members of the elite generally garner the headlines. But let us not forget the others who are just
alluded to in passing. The poor baby murdered because his father was a king. The courtiers and
politicians who arranged things behind the scenes. It's good then for us to remember that God is not
only interested in the big but also in the small. He cares about kings and princes, but also about men
and women doing ordinary things. That's people like you and me.
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It maybe true that we are nothing special, history will not remember any of us. There won't be a
chapter in any history book charting your life or mine. But we are written into the most important
book that exists. If you have confessed of your sins, repented and put your faith and trust in Jesus
Christ then your name is written in a book. The book is called the lamb’s book of life. The names
written in this book are guaranteed eternal life in God's presence. Princes and paupers are included.
Those who were big and those who were small in life. God's only concern is how you responded to
the one He sent to save. All that matters is whether you submitted yourself to and placed your faith
in Jesus Christ. If you have not done that yet then do not delay. Make Him your Lord and saviour
today.
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